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A largely pictorial history of the commercial 

vehicles built by ‘the builders of London’s 

buses’ from its beginnings to the end of 

production under British Leyland. Using archive 

pictures mostly taken for AEC promotional 

purposes over the years, this special edition 

features a fascinating range of lorries, including 

the earliest on solid tyres, many classics from 

the 1930s, wartime, the early post-war years, 

the tin-front era and the later Ergomatics, not 

forgetting dumptrucks and buses.

�����‹‹Œ Subscribe to the Vintage Roadscene Archive today 
for just £27.99 - visit shop.kelsey.co.uk/SUB22



W elcome to another issue of 
Classic Truck. When I was 
growing up, much as I loved 
the British trucks and the 

classic Volvos, Scanias, DAFs and the like – 
F12s, 111s, and 2800s et al, I was always 
fascinated by those vehicles that weren’t sold 
in the UK, but would still visit from time to time.

My Observers Book of Commercial 
Vehicles – my bible as a ten year old – told 
me much of what I needed to know. Saurer 
was from Switzerland. Steyr was an Austrian 
brand. Pegaso was Spanish.

Then there were the Eastern Bloc wagons. 
Rába from Hungary. Jelcz from Poland. Liaz 
from Czechoslovakia. I saw examples of 
them all in the UK – very occasionally I must 
stress, especially in the case of the trucks 
from ‘behind the Iron Curtain’. 

Enjoying trucks as a hobby was 
fascinating. Not only did we still have 
Leylands, Bedfords and ERFs, and marques 

that had stopped producing, like Guy, AEC or 
Atkinson, we had all those European trucks 
and even a few American trucks to enjoy. 

As well as the trucks themselves, the 
liveries were varied, even the trailers and 
bodies seemed to be more interesting. The 
problem was I couldn’t take many pictures, 
I did not own a decent camera and even if I 
had, I couldn’t afford the film and developing!

I still think enjoying trucks is a fascinating 
hobby to have and the advances in 
photographic equipment mean even if we 
only have seven main brands in the UK, there 
is still a plethora of liveries of trailer types, cab 
options and wheel configurations to provide 
the variety.

And we still have the rarities – I’m still 
waiting to shoot my first Ford F-max (in fact, 
I’ve only seen one so far!) at home. ERFs and 
Fodens are getting rarer and rarer by the day. 
The number of Seddon Atkinsons 
working in general haulage is 

probably down to double figures now? 
I still love seeing a rarity. A few years ago 

when I spied a Belorussian MaZ parked near 
my home, I had to dash back to get the 
camera (no camera phone then!) Likewise, 
last month in Norway when I saw a Sisu I had 
to pause my Scania test drive there and then 
to snap it! Time might move on, vehicles may 
change, but it’s a great feeling when you get 
to photograph a rare truck!

Apologies to anyone expecting to see the 
feature on Ray Goudy’s Volvo FLs; it has 
been held over and should appear very soon.

This issue we have a free poster of an 
Astran Scania 143; and iconic truck in an 
iconic livery.

Enjoy the issue!
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welcome

Pip Dunn, Editor

Seeing a Swiss Saurer in the UK was a rare treat in the 1980s for 
any truck enthusiast. Today a few survive on the show circuit and 

those that do are mostly in their homeland, although this stunning 
D330 was at Gaydon in September 2018.
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Restored classics

WF Head’s TM has the wide cab, but without 
a sleeper and is one of the best examples of 
the big Bedford on the show circuit.



The heads up

W e often say that British manufacturers 
couldn’t hold a torch to their European 
rivals, but the reality was, especially in the 

mid-1970s, we actually had some pretty good 
trucks. When it came to cabs, the Bedford TM, 
Seddon Atkinson 400 and ERF B series were a 

pretty close match for Scania 110 or a DAF 2800 
and probably better than the Volvo F88 cab.

The problem was that while this was true when 
these were brand new cabs and just entering the 
marketplace, time didn’t stand still and they were 
soon usurped by the likes of the Volvo F10/12.

A familiar part of the British truck scene in the 
1970s was the Bedford TM, but survivors are thin on 
the ground these days, and few as good as WF 
Head & Son’s lovely example.
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When the TM was new, the ERF E series was yet to appear, and it would have been the B, and then C series that it went head to head with for sales

The restoration is �rst rate and the truck is a credit to all involved in looking after it.

BETTER THAN YOU THINK!
Many of these trucks were actually pretty 
good, and the Bedford TM especially 
was a fantastic cab. It was, however, in 
some specifications, let down by its 
driveline.

Bedford has been part of the Vauxhall 
Group since its inception in the 1930s, and 
was a traditional British brand, going head 
to head with the likes of Leyland, ERF and 
Foden. Vauxhall had been acquired by the 
American General Motors Group way back 

in the 1920s but retained its autonomy 
pretty much throughout its life.

That said, there were definitely some 
American influences in the design of 
Bedford’s trucks, both the venerable TK 
and the TM, although set-forward front 
axles was never a thing!

There are not that many Bedford TMs 
around these days, partly because they 
didn’t sell in the numbers enjoyed by the 
heavy trucks offered ERF, Foden and 
Seddon Atkinson, but also because the 

model ended production in the mid-1980s. 
At lower weights, it was a different story as 
the Bedford TK, which was a world beater 
in its time, sold in truly huge numbers.

One fine example of a TM belongs to WF 
Head & Sons based near Bridgnorth in 
Shropshire. The company is a potato 
merchant with a small own account fleet – 
it still operates two DAF XF105s and one 
XF106 and a couple of CF rigids. 

Owners Tony Head, 67, and his son 
Brian, 42, - and Tony’s brother Bill, 70, who 
retired from the business in 2015 - simply 
love their trucks and have restored the TM 
into the company’s attractive light cream 
brown and orange livery. They also have 
two other restored vehicles - an ERF 
E10.325, with an Eaton twin splitter, and a 
– now rare - Leyland DAF 60.210 4x2 rigid 
(see panel, opposite).

The TM was bought new by a firm in 
Sheffield who had it for four years who sold 
it to George Webb, who ran Henry 
Edwards and Co. based at the Blandford 
Works in Tenbury Wells, near Ludlow in 
Worcestershire. 

He sold it to Rob Dulieu in Berkshire. So 
it had already changed hands a few times 
by the time Tony got hold of it, and that 
was not until June 2018. Says Tony: “We 
stripped it down in the summer of 2018. 
Restoring trucks is the hobby of one of our 

WORDS: Pip Dunn  PHOTOGRAPHY: Pip Dunn/Tony Head

Restored classics
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The other trucks 
As well as the TM, the firm owns a lovely G-registration ERF E Series, with the slightly 
modified, and improved, bumper design. It has a Cummins 325 E10 engine under the 
sleeper cab. It has the popular Eaton Twin splitter gearbox.

“The truck dates from 1990, but we got it in 1999. It was originally owned by RH 
Goulding from Gloucester. Poupart’s, from Bristol market, bought it off Goulding’s and 
we bought it off them.

“The ERF was our first artic since the days of the Guy. We bought it for £2,500 with a 
trailer! We ran it for several years hauling potatoes in bags and bulk and then retired it.”

The Leyland DAF 60.210 is a 4x2 rigid curtainsider which was also part of the firm’s 
fleet. “We used to serve the North Wales chippies with it. It sat round the back of the 
yard for ages and a chap wanted to buy it for export, but we decided to keep it. It’s a 
tidy truck and now full restored we’ll take it to the shows. It will be something different, 
for sure!”

The company was started by Tony’s dad William ‘Bill’ Frederick Head in 1955. Tony 
joined the firm in 1968. “We originally started with three Thames Traders, and we were 
buying potatoes across Shropshire. We moved into potato dealing in the 1960s and in 
the 1980s we diversified into swedes as well. We grew 200 acres of swedes and 
delivered up to 100 tonnes a day into markets in the Midlands, London, the North 
West and East Midlands.”

Today the company tends to buy decent quality used trucks for its haulage fleet and 
prefers DAFs as they have a good back up service for parts from local DAF agents, 
are a good deal and a good truck.

The TM cab was one of the best in the business – in the mid-1970s. 

The Bedford is stored undercover along with the ERF E10 and the rare Leyland DAF 60.210 rigid.

drivers, Keith Baker. Although we never ran 
a TM, we used to run a Guy Big J to haul 
our potatoes and swedes, Don Fellows 
who did some haulage for us, did. He had 
a TM with the V8 engine, taking produce to 
London. Me and my brother Bill used to 
share the driving and that’s where our 
association with the TM/Detroit came. We 
used to serve Spitalfields, Covent Garden 
and Weston International markets in the 
Capital. 

“So when my brother Bill saw this TM for 
sale in 2018, we decided we had to buy it! 
It costs us £15,000.”

The truck was already a runner and in 
good shape so did not need too much 
doing to it mechanically. Says Tony: “The 
only changes we have made, apart from 
the livery, was to add a headboard to it. We 
found someone in Cornwall with a mould 
who made one for us. Then, we also 
created a new catwalk for it and added a 
spare wheel carrier and put the original rear 
lights on it.”

The truck has been repainted into the 
company’s livery and has professional 
hand-painted signwriting undertaken by a 
chap from nearby Aldridge called Steve 
Evans. The truck’s restoration was finished 
in March 2019.

TOP SPEC
The TM has the full width day cab sitting 
atop the Detroit V6 engine but it’s no 
ordinary engine. It’s the 9-litre Detroit 
92-series and produces a whopping 
335hp. To put that into context the original 
6V-71 series was only 216hp and the 
original 8V-71 was 280hp. 

The 92-series rewrote the rule book on 
power. At the time, it was pretty much a 
match for Volvo’s 12-litre 330hp F89, 
Scania’s V8-powered 140 at 350hp and 
the 141 at 375hp – and all these models 
were in small numbers on UK roads at a 
time when 200-250hp was considered ‘the 
norm’ for the then 32-ton gross weight 
limit.

The engine is supercharged as well as 
turbocharged and aftercooled. “George 
Webb rebuilt the engine, it had 9B-90 
injectors which were mainly used in 
scrapers and dumpers. Most TMs have the 
71-series engine and it was launched with 
the V6 and V8 71s, but the 92 series is 
very much rarer.”

There was a 450hp version of the V8 
92-series engine but this was mainly used 
in trucks in the USA, and George is not 
sure if it ever appeared in trucks in the 
UK.

The engine is coupled to a 13-speed 
under-drive – not an overdrive – gearbox. 
The original gearbox on the truck when it 
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The TM started life with a sleeper cab but was replaced to a day cab as it was in better condition. 

was registered on August 1, 1980 was a 
nine-speed Fuller which Tony says was 
“useless” as it would “under-rev at 40mph in 
top gear.”

Following the conversion, the truck revs at 
1,300 which is a lot better. It also has a 
Rockwell rear axle. “George told us it 
needed new oil seals, and he just couldn’t 
get them right until he got some sent from 
America.

“Originally the truck had a sleeper cab, 
but George found a brand-new day cab in 
Scotland, so he changed it as the original 
cab was rotten. The new cab, however, was 
left hand drive, so he had to change it to 

right hand drive, which was quite a big job 
apparently as pedals, wipers and the like 
has to be moved.”

George also sourced some new doors 
from Hereford and it has had a new interior 
and new seats. “He used the material from 
the bunk to retrim the seats.”

The truck is kept at the yard under cover 
in a warehouse alongside the ERF and the 
60 Series. “We plan to take it to shows. It’s 
already been to the Shrewsbury Steam Fair 
and on the Heart of Wales Road run. It’s fully 
taxed and MoT’d. In 2020 we expect to 
take it to Kelsall and Gaydon in June.”

Adds Tony: “The 60 series – which is 

essentially the old Leyland Freighter with a 
new DAF-style grille, is in pretty good shape 
and ready to show.” That will create a lot of 
talking points when its seen on the show 
scene!

There’s no let-up in the restoration plan 
for Tony and Brian. Next on the agenda is 
restoring PRE115F, the original Guy Big J 
that Tony and Bill drove in the mid-1970s. 
It’s fitted with a Gardner 180 engine and 
needs a bit of TLC before it can run again. 
Having seen the quality of the restorations of 
the Bedford, ERF and Leyland DAF, it’s a 
nailed on dead cert it’ll be rebuilt to an 
exceptionally high standard! 

WORDS: Pip Dunn  PHOTOGRAPHY: Pip Dunn/Tony Head

Restored classics
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The TM at a glance
The TM was unveiled in September 
1974 and was available with three 
cabs: the narrow day cab, the full 
width day cab and the full width 
sleeper. Under the cab was a choice 
of engines –the Detroit 6V71 or 8V71 
engine – a V6 at 216hp or a V8 at 
280hp.

It was available as 6x4 rigids and 
4x2 tractor units. In 1975 the 
Bedford 500.151 straight six engine 
at 150hp was an option for 4x2 
16-ton rigids which had a lower 
engine tunnel. 

A new 208hp ‘Blue series’ engine 
became an option from 1981 and in 
1982 the 387hp engine was offered 
for European operators running at 44 
tonnes – while the UK was still 
operating at 32 tons, although from 
1982, that would rise to 38 tonnes. 
At the same time, the Cummins L250 
10-litre engine at 241hp became an 
option as did the 6V92 Silver Series 
engine at 312hp. 

A 4x4 and 6x6 version for military 
and utility use – the TM4-4 and 
TM6-6 was also added to the range. 
Some operators converted their 4x2 
tractors to 6x2 by adding pusher, 
midlift or tag axles but the firm did 
not devise its own factory fitted 6x2 
TM until 1986 when a tag axle 
version was offered, but it was 
shortlived as in the same year the last 
TMs – and Bedford as such - were 
built after the parent company closed 
having got in into financial difficulties.

The spec: OUR558W

�Q  Year registered: 1980
�Q  Design GVW/GCW: 18/32 tonnes
�Q  Chassis: 3.4m wheelbase 
�Q  Gearbox: Fuller 13-speed
�Q  Engine: Detroit 6V92TA 9-litre
�Q  Max power: 335hp @ 2,100rpm 
�Q  Max torque: 1,298Nm @ 1,300rpm
�Q  Cab: Wide day cab
�Q  Rivals of the time: ERF B series, 
  Seddon Atkinson 400

How the TM looked before Tony and his 
brother bought it. 

The cab was ahead of its time at its launch in 
1974 and a match for a Volvo or a Scania.

The truck was professionally, and 
traditionally, sign-written by hand.

The interior has been restored to the original 
look with the correct fabric.

LEFT Bill, Tony and Brian Head who look after 
the three trucks. 
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WORKING CLASSICS

The only MAN for the job!

R oving correspondent Mat Ireland 
has been out and about again 
enjoying a little drive of Daniel 

Munson’s Mulley’s MAN F2000 wrecker.
Says Mat: “Having been asked if I wanted 

to take it for a spin, I didn’t need asking 
twice! As I climbed in, I was taken back 20 
or so years, to when I was 17. One of my 
first jobs in the transport world was for a 
removals and haulage company. It ran two 
F2000 ‘wagon and drags’ as well as an 
older F90 on removals, and I used to help 
clean the trucks when it was quiet as well as 
shunting them around the yard. The 
dashboard, steering wheel... everything 
about it brings it all back.

“We set off out of the depot, and took the 
A1088 towards Thetford. The 16-speed 
‘knock-across’ gearbox is smooth and still 
pretty tight considering the age of the truck. 
The forward vision is fantastic, it is quiet and 
smooth, and it pulls extremely well. We shot 
the breeze as the Norfolk scenery gently 
flew past outside, and before I knew it I was 
pulling back in to park it up until such a time 
it is required to work.”

Mulley’s Motorways has operated 

coaches since 1938, and this truck was 
bought as a back-up for its fleet. It will 
handle with ease any of the fleet’s buses, up 
to and including its 100 seat double decker.

Bought in February 2009 from the now 
defunct GB Commercials in Norfolk, this 
1995 model has spent the majority of its life 
in the guise of a recovery truck. It did start 
out, however, as a tractor unit, but for whom 
is not known, but at some point in time got 
converted by Truck Fitments at Sandy. 

When it came home, it was stripped, 
shotblasted and also painted by Michael 
Green at Hadleigh in Suffolk. The decision 
not to signwrite the truck was simply down 
to the fact that it is not needed to tout for 
business, the work is own account only.

The truck is tachograph exempt, as it is 
restricted to a radius of 100km from its 
depot, which is not issue as it never 
manages to get that far from home! 

Says Dan: “I usually don’t go far in it. If we 
have a breakdown in, say, London for 
example, I would rather get someone else to 
get it out of London and me recover it from 
somewhere closer, mainly due to the time 
issue of me just getting there in the first place.

“Owning this makes life a lot easier. I think 
I have been out three times in the last 
month, all for fairly simple issues. But it is 
easier for me to generally pull it back to the 
yard and fix the problem somewhere safe 
and off the road. 

“We did have a scare once, which 
highlights the issue. We had a broken down 
bus, it was coned off and I was trying to get 
the recovery gear underneath to tow it away 
when I just heard a shout of ‘get out of the 
way!’, and out of nowhere this car came 
crashing through the cones and came to a 
halt thankfully before hitting anything or 
anyone! They claimed the sun was too 
dazzling and they had not seen the 
obstruction in the road! It serves as a sharp 
reminder as to the dangers of working on 
anything on the side of the road.”

There are no plans for the truck to be 
replaced, it is reliable and simple to work on, 
has paid its way, and to replace would be a 
large investment which is not really needed 
for the type of work it covers. “Despite this,  
I do keep one eye on what is about coming 
up for sale, you never know do you?” smiles 
Dan.
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RETIRED OLDIE

SHOWS

DUMPED BRIT CLASSIC

If you’d like to contribute to The Delivery Schedule, please send your snippets, stories and pictures to pip.dunn@kelsey.co.uk. We are after anything to  
do with classic trucks – oldies at work, abandoned trucks – which may be worth saving or could yield parts, restoration projects in the making…

Dodging the 
calls for scrap

Free event for classic 
fans in Solway

Iveco put out to grass

T he Solway Vehicle 
Enthusiasts Club has 
asked us to plug its 

latest event. The SVEC is 
holding its annual event on 
Sunday April 26 at the 

W hile attending a wedding anniversary party near Crewkerne, 
Somerset, Joseph Lewis spotted a notable Ford Iveco 130E15 tipper 
truck owned by the host’s father, Barry James. 

With the occasion in mind, the obliging owners explained that this 1997 R 
registration was used for hauling waste sand from the nearby Cronite Foundry. 
The Iveco was supplied new to Godfrey Davis Hire people at Exeter, Devon with 
a 28ft thermal, insulated body. 

Barry cut this down to fit a body they already owned, which was pre-drilled 
and completed the transfer with a ‘cut and shut.’ The Iveco served Barry well for 
10-12 years.

P art time trucker, full time truck enthusiast (or is it the other way 
round?!), Mat Ireland never stops in seeking out old classic 
trucks, even when he’s on top of a trailer loading!

Says Mat: “Loading sugar beet for the Bury St Edmunds factory,  
I was stood on the trailer catwalk watching the pile of beet rise, when  
I turned around I clocked this Dodge sat there looking somewhat 
forlorn. It took a scramble over an old collapsed wall and through some 
vegetation but it was worth it to get some snaps of the old beast!”

Well, we reckon there's a case for saving this old classic and let’s 
face it there's not many Dodge Commandos on the show scene… 

Lockerbie Truck Stop. The Club 
raises funds for many good 
causes in the Dumfries and 
Galloway area.

Entry for visitors and entrants 
is free, and is a great day out, 
supported usually by a Pipe 
Band, Road Transport 
enthusiasts and professionals 
alike will find much to see  
here, not to mention the  

café and its good food. 
You can bring along your 

vintage lorry, bus, coach, car, 
stationary engine, classic truck 
and most importantly, yourself! 
No booking necessary, just  
turn up.

Contact with the club is via 
Jenny Culton, Secretary, on 
07534 497141 or e-mail 
jenniferculton@yahoo.com
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DUMPED OLDIES

EASTERN BLOC

Another rare 
BMC found

Polish Stars for sale!
One of CT’s railway friends, 

Mervyn Allcock was out in 
Poland recently and 

snapped a few retired trucks at 
truck sales company Star San Duo 
in Starochowice.

In amongst the vehicles, 
presumably available for purchase, 
were a few Stars – one of two main 
marques offered in Poland before 
the fall of the Iron Curtain. Jelcz 
was the other.

Also in the yard was a slightly 
newer Iveco Trakker – which looks 
like it needs bit of repair before it 
runs again - next to an elderly 
Russian Kamaz.

I n CT Feb 20, we ran a picture of a rare BMC 
PRO625 Professional still at work in Scotland.

Alan Bullock sent us the pic of the smaller 
13-tonne PRO518 model rusting. He says, “I read 
recently that not too many came to the UK. This is 
one I came across in October 2017 in a yard in 
Buckinghamshire.

“The DVLA shows the vehicle is still SORN’ed 
and has a Cummins four-cylinder E3.” Well it 
certainly is of interest. Anyone want to try and  
save it?
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CLASSIC HAULIERS

MOBILE HOMES

Eric Vick calls it a day

Immaculate 
Foden 4350

F ebruary saw the haulage industry shocked to hear 
of another great name throwing in the towel and 
ceasing trading. Gloucestershire-based Eric Vick 

Transport announced it will end operations at the end of 
April.

The firm has been trading for nearly 70 years and was a 
well-known name on the Middle Eastern runs of the 
1970s. It was a massive, loyal, ERF operator only 
switching to the marques when ERF ceased building 
trucks.

Eric died five years ago, aged 85, and his son Rob took 
over the reins. However it’s not his day to day job and he 
leaves the running of the firm to the established staff Chris 
Jefferies and Steve Brown who had been keeping the 
company operating after Eric died.

Rob told CT that the decision was not taken lightly, but 
declining margins means it is forecasted it could start to 
lose money very soon. It was felt that the decision to 

UK has reduced demand for haulage services and the family want 
to close the business while they can do it voluntarily rather than be 
forced to sell off assets to pay debts.

The firm has 11 tractor units and 25 trailers – in their distinctive 
mulberry livery – and these will be sold but no decisions have been 
made about the future of the Stank Lane yard in Hardwicke.

Y our editor had noticed this Foden 4350 parked 
in a layby near Sleaford several times, and on 
February 9 managed to find time to stop and 

take a pic.
On an E-plate, I have to admit it looks an absolute 

beauty for a 33-year old truck. It looks like its trailer is 
being used as a mobile home. A fascinating truck. Does 
anyone know anything else about it?

close now would allow customers to find alternative hauliers, allow 
drivers to seek new jobs at a time when there are several 
vacancies for drivers and also Chris – who has worked for the firm 
for 45 years and is a former driver who did some of those 
mammoth runs to the Gulf - approaches retirement anyway. Only 
about a dozen jobs are expected to be lost. 

Rob Vick issued a statement which said: “Whilst pleased to have 
kept the business going for five years after the death of its founder 
and driving force, Eric Vick, the family are unable to see a profitable 
future that would provide secure employment.

“As with so many haulage businesses, a less than thriving 
economy, increasing legislation and the continued decline of UK 
manufacturing mean the business is not viable in the longer term. 
It’s sad because the business is older than I am.”

“My father only lived a few hundred yards away from the yard and 
used to go into work nearly every day until his 80s, but none of us 
are involved in the day to day running of the business.

“It’s very tough out there and I think even he would understand 
that the time is right.”

He says the switch from manufacturing to service economy in the 
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AUCTIONS

Maltby bargains

R itchie Bros Auctioneers held its latest collective sale at the 
new Maltby United Kingdom Headquarters on Tuesday 
February 11 and Joseph Lewis sent us these images. 

Among a considerable array of plant and machinery lots, a 
notable selection of classic trucks were available. These ranged 
from a Guy Big J6 mixer to a 2005 Volvo FL250 mixer. 

ERF models included a 1994 EC.10 32ST sleeper tractor (top 
right) with 278,152km on the clock, Eaton twin splitter, 12-speed 
manual transmission and hydraulic fifth wheel and it was sold for 
£1,750. It looks like it needs a bit of work before it runs again!

The 1999 Mercedes Actros Mk 1 sleeper tractor (above) was sold 
for £8,250 – a remarkably good price for a 20 year old Merc!

The 2001 ERF ECX.11.41MT 6x2 sleeper cab tractor (left) with 
804,426km, 8-speed manual transmission and mid-lift axle was a 
bargain selling for £2,000. The 2005 Volvo FL250 mixer truck 
(below left) was sold for £1,100 while the elderly 1974 Guy Big J6 
mixer (below) was sold for £8,500.



FIRE TENDERS

SHUNTERS
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Twin towers hero

T here’s many a Scania V8 still on the 
road and these trucks really hold 
their value, so to find a 2001 

R144L.530 Topline ‘relegated’ to shunting 
seems excessive.

Especially given the 4x2 unit looks to be 
in fantastic nick. This is not your usual sort 
of shunter with missing lamps, grilles, 
windows, doors, mudflaps and whatever, 
held together by gaffer tape and goodwill!

Nope, this is a beauty and while it may 
not be viable to put it on the road for day 
to day tramping in this era of LEZs and 
CAZs, nevertheless, I would venture this is 
well worth five figures!

I can’t see Y896FNO heading to for 
scrap, could the show circuit beckons for 
it? Mat Ireland found the truck, owned by 
Ray Craddock, at Tilbury Docks at work 
for its owners, RC Shunting Services.

W atch any 
American film 
from the 1970s 

which has a scene with a fire 
engine, then there’s a good 
chance it will look something 
like this! 

But this is no ordinary fire 
engine, it has history! The old 
Ford C800 now lives in the 
UK and was seen on the 
seafront at Brighton May 16 
where Alan Bullock took this 
pic. 

However, it used to work in 
Flemington New Jersey and 
was called on to attend the 
Twin Towers terrorist attack in 
New York City on September 
11 2001. On retirement it 
found its way to the UK by a 
private buyer then it moved in 
to film work. From there it 
was purchased by one of 
Alan’s friends and his son to 
join several other classics the 
family have.

It is powered by a 10.5-litre 
V8 Caterpillar engine while 
the gearbox is an Allison 

auto. Alan’s friend visited 
Flemington New Jersey a few 
years back and was well 

looked after by the fire fighters 
and taken around in a 1928 
Ward La France fire engine they 

retain! They went on to say the 
replacement to the C800 is 
inferior!

Topline shunter
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F rom 1928 onwards Leyland’s 
famous ‘Zoo’ range of trucks began 
to appear with model names such 

as Badger, Beaver, Bison, Buffalo, Bull, 
Hippo, Rhino, Llama and Cub. While 
names chosen for Leyland buses were 
mainly of fierce ‘big cats’ such as Tigers, 
Lions and Leopards, truck names were 
generally of less aggressive beasts.

During 1927 Leyland had introduced a 
new 4-cylinder OHC petrol engine with an 
RAC rating of 25.6hp and a bore and 
stroke of 4.0x5.5in (102x140mm). This had 
a power output of 62hp. Further 
developments saw bigger bore versions 
(4.25in and 4.56in) in 1930 and 1931 
respectively. These had outputs of 65 and 
70hp. Also, in 1931, a 6-cylinder version 
became available raising the output to 
115hp.

Coinciding with these new engines, the 
truck range underwent improvement and 
the first ‘Zoo’ models appeared. What was 
the ‘A’ model 2-tonner became the ‘TA’ 
Badger 2½-tonner, now with 32x6 
pneumatic tyres. There were three 

In the second part of his look back at great 
manufacturers, Peter Davies details the 
developments made by Leyland Trucks in 
the years between the two World Wars

LEFT Heralding the transition from ancient to 
modern, this 1929 TA1 Badger has pneumatic 
tyres and electric lighting but still only has a 
semi-enclosed cab.

ABOVE Having begun as a 3½ tonner, the Beaver evolved into a 7-tonner as represented by this 
TSC7 ‘side-type’ dating from 1932.

wheelbases available. Soon a forward-
control or ‘side-type’ Badger was added, 
designated TSA.

Similarly the old ‘C’ type 3½-tonner 
evolved into the ‘TC’ Beaver. From this 
point on more trucks received Zoo 
names. For instance there was the Bison 
4-tonner, Buffalo 6-tonner and the Bull 
6/7-tonner. The shortlived Llama, built 
between 1932 and 1934 was a low-slung 
goods vehicle based on a bus chassis. 
Next came the Hippo 6-wheeler for 
payloads of 10-12 tons. Then, in 1931, 
Leyland introduced the impressive 
bonneted Rhino 6-wheeler. 

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 1930S

During the 1930s the Leyland range 
continued to expand and refinements to 
engines and transmissions continued. 
Alongside the new ‘Zoo’ models Leyland 
carried on building some older GH and Q 
types until 1931 when they were 
withdrawn. At this time the petrol engine 
was still first choice but Leyland engineers 
were busy developing a diesel alternative.

Early so-called ‘oil engines’ were 
deemed too noisy and rough-running to be 
acceptable but, with the promise of 
significant cost saving, diesel engines were 
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ABOVE In the early ’30s, distinguishing one model from another could be quite dif� cult. Though 
virtually identical to the Beaver, this is a 1932 TSQ3 Bull.

LEFT Later Beavers had taller radiators like 
this TSC9 dropside lorry from 1934. The 
transfer above the front mudguard reads 
‘Coachwork by Leyland’.

The bonneted 1931 Rhino 6-wheeler and 
Buffalo 4-wheeled counterpart were imposing 
machines but lacked load space so they were 
shortlived.

ABOVE On the long-snouted 4-wheeler the ratio of cab to load space was even less favourable. 
Note the use of cast spoke wheels on these models.

gaining ground in the haulage industry. 
Leyland’s early experiments with diesel 
power began in 1925 when a prototype 
engine of spark ignition design was tried. 
By 1933 the company had 4- and 
6-cylinder engines available. Both were of 
overhead camshaft design with indirect 
injection.

Of all the Zoo models, it was the Beaver 
that probably underwent the biggest 
change. While it was a 3½-tonner in 
original form it re-emerged as a 7-tonner 
(12-ton GVW) in 1932. In this form it was 
designated TC and had a choice of petrol 
or diesel as did its forward-control version, 
the TSC. Both versions had a choice of 
four wheelbases including a short w/b 
tractor, medium w/b tipper and two long 
w/b haulage models for up to 20ft 
bodywork.

While we tend to think of Leyland as a 
manufacturer of heavy trucks, there was an 
important seller in the lightweight sector 
launched in the late ’20s and that was the 
Cub, designated ‘KG’. This was designed 
for a 2-ton payload to compete with the 
likes of Bedford and Ford. Price-wise it was 
at a disadvantage since it was almost twice 
as expensive as a Bedford. Early 
prototypes had 6-stud wheels but when 
production began at the Ham Works in 
Kingston-on-Thames (KG meaning 
Kingston Goods), Leyland standardised on 
8-stud.

The Cub was originally powered by a 
6-cylinder, side-valve petrol engine based 
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ABOVE The one big advantage of the long-snouted Rhino and Buffalo was engine access. The 
whole engine could easily be removed as seen here.

ABOVE Leyland’s best-known early six-
wheeler was the 1930 Hippo with its massive 
2-spring, double-drive rear bogie and 
6-cylinder petrol engine.

A superb example of an early Hippo belonging to Bouts Bros. Note that cast-spoke wheels were 
soon dropped in favour of these disc type.

By 1935, when this Hippo joined Convoys, the model had been modernised and had big balloon 
tyres with single rears, popular at the time.

on a Chrysler design. It was rated at 
27.3hp (RAC) and had an output of 60hp 
at 2,000rpm. Despite being only a 
2-tonner, the Cub had a Kirkstall pattern 
overhead worm rear axle of relatively heavy 
proportions.

As further development took place 
during the ’30s the Cub was given a choice 
of 4.4-litre Leyland engines in petrol or 
diesel form. Later, around 1935, an 
updated Cub range appeared, the ‘KZ’, for 
up to 4 tons payload. A 6-wheel version, 
the KZDX1, could carry 6 tons.

From about 1934 onwards the whole 
truck range took on a more modern look 
and the heavier models had taller radiators, 
the larger cooling area being required as 
power outputs went up. A new lightweight 
model appeared in 1937 effectively 
replacing the Cub. This was the semi-
forward-control ‘DZ’ Lynx, also built at the 
Kingston-on-Thames factory. The Lynx had 
a payload rating of 5/6 tons.

MORE WEIGHT
One significant development of the early 
’30s was the rigid eight-wheeler. New 
legislation in the form of the 1930 Road 
Traffic Act laid down weight limits for each 
category of goods vehicle. 

This stated that vehicles with ‘more than 
three axles’ could gross 22 tons, the limit 
for 3-axled vehicles being 19 tons. Some 
enterprising operators were quick to fit 
second steering axles to existing six-
wheelers but by 1934 some manufacturers, 
including AEC and ERF, had introduced 
factory-built ‘rigid eights’. 
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LEFT Once the Octopus became available in 
1935, Leyland enjoyed healthy sales of the 
new maximum-weight 8-wheeled models. 
Photo: A Hettrick

ABOVE After 4-axled rigids became a reality in the early ’30s, some 
operators added second axles to their 6-wheelers as seen on this 
Bowker Hippo.

Baby of the range was the Cub ‘KG2’ 2-tonner powered 
by a 27hp 6-cyl petrol engine. By 1934 it had evolved into 
this ‘KG3’ 3-tonner.

ABOVE Cubs came in both bonneted and ‘side type’ form, the latter 
represented here by this 1934 ‘SKG’ �at with skirted sides for Gordon 
Transit.

Though Leyland was not the first to 
exploit the new concept of a 22 ton gross 
4-axled rigid for payloads up to 15 tons, it 
had one available in 1935. Appropriately it 
took the name ‘Octopus’. A bi-product of 
the eight-wheeler was the 15 ton gross 
‘Chinese Six’ and Leyland introduced such 
a machine in 1937. At first, it was dubbed 
the ‘Twin Steer Beaver’ but later renamed 
just ‘Steer’.

During World War 2 Leyland became one 
of many producers of battle tanks including 
some versions of the ‘Matilda’ while it also 
built thousands of trucks for both military 



May 2020  | CLASSIC TRUCK 23

ABOVE Spin-off from the new Octopus 8-wheeler was the ‘Chinese Six’ Steer with twin-steering 
front axles and a GVW of 15 tons.

ABOVE As weights and power outputs 
increased, Leyland introduced larger 
radiators which gave the vehicles a more 
modern appearance.

ABOVE Cabs of the ’30s were quite old fashioned but there was a brief upsurge in styling. This striking TEC3 Steer appeared at the 1937 Earls Court 
Show.

and essential civilian users. In the early part 
of the war a small number of lorries were 
allowed to be built under the direction of the 
Ministry of War for essential civilian users. 
Among these was the Beaver TSC18 with a 
stylish new cab first introduced in 1939.

The streamlined cab also went on some 
6- and 8-wheelers and was, ironically, more 
modern in appearance than the post-war 
‘600 series’ cab so it is surprising that 
Leyland did not reintroduce it. In the late 
’40s Leyland rivalled AEC as Britain’s largest 

heavy truck builder. The first post-war 
Leylands were ‘austerity’ Beavers, the IB12 
‘Interim’ models, plus some military style 
Hippo Mk 2s. Both these models had a 
steel wartime pattern cab. More on the 
post-war range in Part 3.
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ABOVE LEFT Leyland’s new generation of KZ 
Cubs were rated for payloads of up to 6 tons. 
This 1936 brochure illustrates the SKZ3 four-
tonner.

BELOW The well-known Cheshire based 
Burtonwood Brewery was still running this 
1946 ‘Interim’ Beaver as late as 1966.

ABOVE The new Kingston-built DZ Lynx 
replaced the Cub. This DZ3 tipper on a 10ft 
3in wheelbase could carry a 6-ton payload.

LEFT During World War 2, Leyland like most 
manufacturers, concentrated on military 
vehicles including this hefty 5-axle Octopus 
based tank transporter.
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Moxon’s Miscelleny

A tapestry of tippers

ERF E14 F633MVL sits in its owner’s yard 
at Lutton near Long Sutton. The truck had been 
purchased by Ken Butler Haulage from Maddison Haulage at Coningsby.

Walter Woodthorpe had an all-British �eet 
which in the ’80s and ’90s centred on ERFs 
and Seddon Atkinsons. This C series was 
typical of the vehicles run in the day.

The latest selection from the lens of Ian Moxon is a varied mix of 
tipper trucks of many different marques. 
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ABOVE Len Brumpton and son Ian loved their 
Fodens and ran an almost all Foden �eet at 
one time. M998GVL is parked in Len’s yard 
next to Barnetby railway station. 

ABOVE CD Webb was a Louth-based owner driver whose main line of work was bulk work. His 
Scania P112 is seen on the old Louth lorry park in the centre of the town. 

BELOW A36UFW, a Leyland Constructor 
eight-legger was operated by JE Whittaker 
which was based in Cranwell but this used 
to park in Sleaford. It was replaced by a DAF 
2300 and was exported to Malta. 

RIGHT Right up to the present day, the John 
Halifax �eet at Sutton St James is all Volvos. 
Volvo F10 A401KVF is typical of the out�ts run 
by the �rm that still uses this livery today.
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Promotional Material

That was 
in the 

brochure...

L ike any kid who had an interest in lorries, there 
was always something wonderful, nigh on 
magical, about visiting the Motor Show at the 

NEC in Birmingham and coming home with a bag full of 
truck brochures.

I’d get home and pore over them, to decide which 
truck I was ‘going to buy’! I’d learn the different engine 
options and cab types. A school friend’s dad then gave 
me some of his old brochures from when he’d actually 
made his purchasing decisions. Then I’d start to write 
to manufacturers to request brochures, usually giving 
some wholly implausible excuse as to why they should 
spend time and money in posting me a load of stuff 

ABOVE There’s no mistaking what make of truck this is! The DAF 2800 was a popular 
heavy truck range in the 1970s. 

ABOVE However, as European manufacturers 
tried to get a foothold in the UK, they produced 
bespoke brochures - this Scania publicity 
material was a brief publication detailing 
Scania models available in the UK in the 1970s.

ABOVE Many brochures featured vehicles 
from the manufacturer’s home market and for 
UK buyers they were often simply translated 
into English. This Scania 141 brochure 
features vehicles shot mostly in Scandinavia.

ABOVE The Bedford TM was aimed at taking 
on the new breed of impressive European 
trucks; this brochure detailed the full TM 
range from rigids through to top weight 
tractors.

The internet has made 
printed truck brochures a 
rare thing these days, but 
back in the 1970s and 
1980s they were a key 
weapon in every 
manufacturer’s arsenal to 
promote their wares…
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RIGHT The Seddon Atkinson 
400 broke cover in 1974 and 
early brochures went big 
on the step change for the 
comfort for the driver! A 400 
was a massive improvement 
on the Borderer!

LEFT The Volvo F88-290 was 
a model aimed squarely at 
the UK market. Its publicity 
relied on arty photography.

ABOVE This ERF brochure was the other way around – a left hand drive 
B series for the continental market, but the brochure itself is still in 
English!

ABOVE The replacement for the F88/89 models were 
the F10/12 and their brochure was more in your face!

RIGHT Merc’s initial 
brochures for the UK 
were also just rehashes 
of German models, but 
eventually the company 
produced bespoke UK 
publicity with right hand 
drive, UK-registered 
vehicles like this 1628.
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Promotional Material

ABOVE Once models had been launched 
and sold in numbers, the brochures would 
be updated and went heavy on images of the 
vehicles in service with customers, like this 
later DAF 2800 publicity brochure.

LEFT Ford used an interesting backdrop 
behind its top-of-the-range Transcontinental 
range.

ABOVE American manufacturers naturally 
went big on the glamour of their trucks. This 
iconic Kenworth K100 Aerodyne was a true 
cult classic cabover design in the 1970s and 
1980s. 

ABOVE Given its low volume sales, Magirus 
Deutz’s brochures all featured German trauck 
and so were simply translated into English. 
Left hand drive, tilt trailers and 38 tonners 
were mostly depicted! 

when it was probably quite obvious 
I wasn’t going to buy a truck off them. 
Unless they saw the long game and put me 
– and no doubt many others – as potential 
truck buyers of the future!

I’ve kept hold of most those brochures, 
and indeed many form useful resources for 
editing Classic Truck. You see, not 
everything is the on the internet! Maybe we 
need a Truckapedia!?

A DYING ART FORM
Today, printed brochures are a dying art 
form, and I lament that. It’s all pdfs online, 
and when they’re updated, the older ones 
are soon forgotten about. And yes, while 
I do have a healthy, and growing, file of 
online resources, you can’t – in my eyes – 
beat a decent printed brochure!

I was at Mercedes’s Wentworth Park 
recently to drive an old Actros 1 and I saw 
a printed brochure for the new Version 5 
models with MirrorCams, and I was able to 
get hold of a copy. I must comment that 
Merc’s initial brochures for its Actros ranges 
were truly brilliant – they were effectively 
hardback books packed with all sorts of 
information! 

But – for example – the New Gen 
Scanias – well, yup, they are great online 
resources, but I really miss there not being 
a printed brochure for the anoraks like me! 

But back in the 1970s and 1980s, and 
indeed, right up until the 2000s, truck 
brochures were every much as part of a 



“I ’d write to manufacturers 
to request brochures, giving 
implausible excuses as to 
why they should post me a 
load of stuff when it was 
probably quite obvious 
I wasn’t going to buy a truck 
off them!”
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Simplicity is the key in this 1970s Foden 
publicity material. This broochure highlighted 
its vehicles on show at the 1974 Earls Court 
Motor Show, including left hand drive tractors 
and military spec trucks.

This MAN brochure from January 1981 was 
prepared for the UK market and used mostly 
British-registered trucks in its images. It 
listed the models on sale in the UK, with the 
240 and 280hp engines the norm.  

The ERF NGC was a high-powered, left hand 
drive truck aimed at continental operators 
and those UK hauliers working across Europe 
and as far as the Middle East. This 8-page 
brochure had all the specs and details. 

RIGHT Another US manufacturer, Peterbilt, 
also used soft lighting and highlighted the 
classiness of its products. 

new truck launch as, er, a new grille and a 
tweak to the headlight clusters!

They would vary in size; the in-depth 
brochure would tell you pretty much 
everything – specs, options, graphs with 
the engine output. They would be full of 
great pictures of trucks in customer colours 
or the manufacturer’s promotional liveries, 
inside the cab. 

They would wax lyrical about how great 
the product was – and remember every 
single cab offered “unrivalled levels of 
comfort for the driver”! Even if it was an 
Atkinson Borderer where holding a 
conversation was nigh on impossible if the 
engine was working hard! The brochure 
made you believe that this was the truck 
for you, and would do absolutely any job 
thrown at it!

But as I say, these fine pamphlets are a 
rarity these days, especially in the UK and 
Europe. So we present a few images of 
some of the covers of trucks from the 
1970s and 1980s for your enjoyment… 
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ABOVE With strict health and safety rules now in place you’d be lucky to be allowed into a quarry or stock yard to get an action shot like this. The 
location is Waterbeach in Cambridgeshire and this M Dickerson Foden S108 is being loaded by a Terex loading shovel. The shot dates from January 
1981.

ABOVE Glass Coventry Ltd is the name on this rather plain looking Bedford TM1900 drawbar out�t I photographed in May 1981. It is carrying two 
identical swap bodies. The truck dates from 1980 and has an 8V-71 Detroit Diesel, Spicer 10-speed ’box and SoMA hub reduction axle.

A variety of rigids  
WORDS: Peter Davies  PHOTOGRAPHY: Peter Davies

Around & About

Peter Davies presents another varied selection of great truck 
pictures from the 1980s, 1990s and early 2000s
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ABOVE Here we see a really impressive out�t that is clearly not British. It is in fact a Swedish registered Volvo N12 6x2 tanker with drawbar trailer 
belonging to Lysekil Oil re�nery of Brofjorden. I photographed it near Svinesund, Sweden in May 1981.

RIGHT The ’70s and ’80s was the era when 
the likes of Ford and Bedford ventured into 
the maximum weight market. Ford’s offering 
was the Transcontinental as seen here in 
the form of a 4428 car transporter belonging 
to Silcock and Colling. I took this shot at a 
motorway service area in July 1984.

LEFT Seen 
passing through 
Newport, 
Monmouthshire in 
July 1987 is this 
1978 registered 
ERF B-series 
eight-wheeler 
with a wide load. 
It is simply sign-
written ‘Ruff’s’ 
so, at a guess, 
it might have 
belonged to JP 
Ruff of Dolfor near 
Newtown.

I t’s so easy these days to take pictures 
– all you need is a mobile phone and a 
steady hand. Advances in digital 

imaging mean that success is pretty well 
guaranteed. 

It wasn’t so easy 30 or 40 years ago – 
film cameras needed to be set up right and 
the results were often unpredictable. When 
you got it right there was, of course, a 
sense of achievement. Here’s a brief look 
back to the ’80 and some period shots of 
long-lost trucks.
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Around & About

ABOVE No doubting the owners of this 1984 Foden S108 tipper I photographed in 
Flitwick, Bedfordshire in August 1987. It wears the smart livery of ECC Quarries and 
was delivering tarmac to a road improvement scheme in the town.

BELOW  In its day the DAF 3300 with Space Cab was 
regarded as a real top-of-the-range machine. This out�t, 
liveried to MT Gardner Haulage of Hull was spotted parked 
at a truckstop near Darlington, North Yorkshire in May 1991.

RIGHT If photography was more demanding 30 years ago 
it was even more so in poor weather. Attempting a shot 
in semi darkness and rain was rather hit and miss but the 
results can be quite atmospheric as in the case of this ERF 
C-series of A&H Davey, with its load of steel, heading up the 
M1 in April 1989.  

ABOVE Here’s an ‘eight-legger’ of a different kind and not 
one you’d be likely to see in the UK. I took this shot near 
the Spanish city of Burgos in September 1988. It shows 
a Pegaso 1086 8x2 which would have grossed around 35 
tonnes.
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publisher of Classic & Vintage Commercials, 

Military Trucks Archive tells the story of the 

Thornycroft Antar. Entering service at the 
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happened to be ‘in the right place at the right 

time’ and was pressed into military service! It 

proved to be enormously capable, eventually 

replacing the wartime Diamond T, and 

serving until the early ‘eighties.
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Snow Patrol!

M ilitary trucks last a bit longer than 
your day-to-day haulage vehicles 
because, well, to put it bluntly, 

they don’t do even a fraction of the same 
level of work. And that explains why the 
Norwegian Army still has some old Scania 
P93M.250 4x4 trucks in its ranks. 

And because Norway is one of the most 
friendly, and laid back, countries you could 
ever wish to visit, their services are in such 
small demand, they can be spared from 
duties to be used by their manufacturer for 
the annual Scania Winter Drive event, held 
every January in Trysil, close to the border 
with Sweden.

I was lucky to be invited to this year’s 
event for our sister publication Truckstop 
News, so while I jumped at the chance to 
drive a mix of very impressive New 
Generation models, I was also eyeing up a 
spin in one of the two P93s in attendance. 
Luckily, those good chaps from Scania had 
added it to the list of vehicles available for 
driving experience!

Before I got to take it out, I had an 
interesting comparison with a brand new 
truck. On day two of the event, and after 
some more heavy overnight snow, I was first 
out in a New Gen G500 XT 6x6 mining 
dumper truck, and off to the off-road course 
we headed. Except, we couldn’t get round 
the steepest parts of the twisty, turning, 
intense course. 

That was no deficiency on the truck’s 
part, it was the combination of the mass of 
extra soft snow and – most importantly - the 
fact we only had snowchains on one of the 
truck’s three axles. So we admitted defeat, 
reversed back down the hill and turned 
round to head back to base. “Don’t worry, 
we’ll get all the way round in the P93,” my 
Scania guide said. So that was the invite to 
give it a go!

Unlike the G500, the P93 was equipped 
with a manual gearbox, all five speeds of it. 
The truth was, we could start off in second, 
and there was virtually no chance of 
needing to change up or indeed down a 

gear! So in that respect, or in respect of 
using my feet, it was almost an automatic! 
Well, that was not strictly speaking true of 
course, and I had to use the clutch a few 
times to ensure we didn’t stall!

HEADING TO THE SLOPES
We headed out to the off-road course, and 
this time we could do the harder of the two 
circuits as we were confident the old stager 
would get round. So, it was a short hop 
over to the off-road section. Then it was 
time to give it a go and see how the 
27-year-old classic would cope where its 
newer sister had struggled.

The course was short but designed to 
allow Scania to show off the full capabilities 
of its off-road trucks. That meant lots of tight 
turns and curves and some ridiculously 
short but steep hill climbs which, once you 
crested them, left you with little time to enjoy 
the snowy views before embarking on an 
immediate, alarmingly sharp, ‘drop’ down 
the other side!

The main purpose of Scania’s annual Winter Drive event in Trysil, 
Norway, is to showcase the manufacturer’s latest models, but away 
from the New Generation G, R and S models was an interesting 
1993 P93 military truck. So we just had to go for a drive!

The Scania P93 was 
purpose built for off road 
work. 
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ABOVE Despite only having 250hp on tap, the little Scania didn’t have 
much weight to move so was able to cope admirably with the terrain.

ABOVE Stopping the truck for pictures on the off road course was an 
‘experience’!

Scania P93M.250

�Q Year registered: 1993
�Q Design GVW: 18 tonnes
�Q Chassis: 3.4m wheelbase 
�Q Gearbox: GR770 5-speed splitter
�Q Engine: DSC9 07 8.5-litre straight six
�Q Max power: 252hp @ 2,000rpm  
�Q Max torque: 995Nm @ 1,000-2,000rpm
�Q Cab: P day cab 
�Q Rivals of the time: Volvo FL6, Unimog  

There was no time to show-boat, it was 
hands firmly on the wheel. But as we had 
snowchains on all four of the truck’s 
off-road tyres, we were confident. With my 
foot flat to the floor, and ‘giving it all’ of the 
truck’s 250hp from its small 8.5-litre engine, 
it was time to dig in and tackle the first hill. 

And the old beast did what was asked of 
it and scrambled up the hill with 
consummate ease. At the top, it was time 
to move my foot immediately from the 
accelerator and straight on to hovering 
over the brake pedal, poised for any 
braking as it was time to start the descent.

Going down the slopes was more a case 
of holding the steering wheel tighter than it 
was thought possible, to stop the truck 
getting bogged down in the snow and 
deviating off course. A good control of the 

brakes was necessary as well! Down the 
other side there was an immediate left 
hand turn and then giving the truck ‘the full 
beans’ which was needed again to tackle 
the next hill. And this is where you really 
appreciate the terrain this truck can cover. 
It was amazing. It literally could go 
anywhere – and all in deep snow as well!
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RIGHT The new kid on the block, the G500XT 
struggled on the course – but only because it 
only had chains on one axle. 

ABOVE CT’s editor gets to grips with the 
challenging course!

BELOW The P series with this cab was 
offered from 1981 until 1996.

There was a tight turn at the bottom and 
on many an occasion the steering wheel 
simply tried to do its own thing and rotated 
at high speed in the opposite direction, 
such was the force!

You really had to keep control; there was 
not a lot for manoeuvre here! But, likewise, 
even when the truck was at some ‘interesting’ 
angles, at no time did I feel it would topple 
over or run away from me. It was the 
definition of sure-footed, that’s for sure!

BACK TO BASE
After a couple of circuits of what was a 
deliberately challenging off-road course 
where the old truck performed remarkably 

well, it was time to head back to the base 
and then grab a coffee to warm up  before 
the next drive in something altogether a lot 
newer!

Military trucks like this are rarely used in 
‘warfare’ any more, well, certainly not in 
Norway, but they are useful for supporting 
the public, especially any poor soul who 
gets trapped or isolated in unforgiving and 
hostile terrain. They don’t need to carry 
massive payloads, but the short tilt body 
has room for supplies and tools. 

The Scania P93 shows exactly what a 
truck can do in some of the most extreme 
conditions – both in terrain and weather. 
And the cab was warm as well! 
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ABOVE The lights are protected; the chains a 
necessity!ABOVE The cab is spartan but functional, but this is not a long distance cab!
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Scenic Scania
RE Shuttleworth is 
based in Cowan 
Bridge near Kirkby-
in-Lonsdale in the 
beautiful North 
Pennine 
countryside and 
uses an immaculate 
1998 Scania 
R124L.470. Ross 
Cunningham sent 
us these pictures of 
it at work.

ABOVE Out on the B6255 near Weathercote, the smart truck brightens up even the dullest day in 
the bleak North Pennine countryside. The 4-series cab was introduced by Scania in 1996 and – via 
two facelifts – lasted into production until 2017 until replaced by the New Gen models. 



ABOVE The six-axle livestock carrier wagon and drag negotiates the tight roads as it passes through the North Yorkshire town of Hawes on the 
A684. The truck has the 12-litre Scania straight six engine, developing 470hp.

ABOVE With the impressive Ribblehead viaduct, 
which carries the famous Settle to Carlisle railway, 

in the background, the 44-tonne drawbar pauses 
for a break. The truck and its livestock bodies 

feature a traditional style of livery and signwriting 
and only has a little bit of subtle customising. 
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Oldies at work

ABOVE It’s always nice to catch one of 
J Barrett’s ERFs working away! Pennine 
Voyager , an EC11 with a Cummins engine 
under the Olympic cab was snapped at 
Rivington services. This is by no means the 
oldest ERF in the �rm’s �eet! Thomas Gill.

LEFT DA Harrison of Wigton runs this V-reg 
ex-Eddie Stobart Scania R114L.380 locally 
on shunting work, and can still be seen 
on the road doing a day’s graft. Maybe 
a little underpowered for sustained 44 
tonne work, nevertheless it still looks the 
business. Thomas Gill.

RIGHT A lovely Version 1 Volvo FH12 
operated by A Waling and Sons of 
Wisbech. Probably a 380 model?  
Ian Moxon.

Our monthly round up of old trucks still 
hard at work…

Still earning a  
crust
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LEFT One of the last Cummins-powered 
ERFs, this ECT 6x2 midlift is operated by 
JE Thomas of Swansea and seen at the 
A4138 Troserch Road Roundabout near 
Llangennech in Wales in February. 
Chris Newsome.

ABOVE Ok, the registration is a private 
plate, but the is DAF CF75.310 6x2 tag-axle 
rigid, belonging to Crewe-based company 
Morn�ake is probably the age its 53-plate 
suggests. It was seen at Charnock Richard 
in January. Chris Newton.

T he chances are, surely, if you see a 
truck over 15 years old still at work, 
then it is most likely to be a Scania? 

Well, there’s no denying the longevity of the 
Södertälje brand, and indeed its fellow 
Swedish rival, Volvo, but it’s not just Swedes 
that are still being worked hard every day.

While they are getting a little ‘thin on the 
ground’, there’s still a fair few ERFs and 

Fodens on the road. Well, maybe not a ‘fair 
few’ but there are still several operators who 
are reluctant to give up their old British trucks.

A question often asked is what is the 
oldest regularly working truck in the UK? 
Well, I’m pretty sure Bob Carmichael’s 1973 
Volvo F88 holds that crown. I doubt there 
are many trucks from the 1970s still working 
daily on haulage work – maybe a few 

horseboxes or Showman’s trucks, but on 
day-to-day, general haulage – then I doubt 
anything beats Bob’s F88, or even comes 
close to it! In fact these days, anything from 
the 1980s is pretty rare. 

For this month’s selection of oldies at 
work, we’ve gone for a good mix of 
marques and cabs, ages and configurations 
engaged on all sort of work. 
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LEFT This early Renault Magnum 
was sitting in the ferry terminal in 
Portsmouth. We think the truck may 
well be out of use now. A possible 
preservation project? Ian Moxon.

RIGHT They might be expensive to 
buy, but Scania T series not only 
last for ever, but in doing so, they 
tend to hold their value! Seen in 
May 2019 was this smart T164L.580 
Topline 6x2 on tanker work for its 
owner TG Trans. Ian Lawson.

BELOW An old Version 2 DAF 75 
series 6x2 rigid in uses as a private 
water tanker, seen in Peterborough 
in mid-February. Pip Dunn.
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ABOVE Not an everyday sight on the 
roads these days, but it’s old, and 
technically it’s at work! This Scammell 
Crusader is now a Showman’s truck 
and dates from 1977. It’s owned by Jack 
Scho�eld but he mostly attends steam 
rallies and events around the country 
with the steam gallopers ride.  
Owen Morgan. 

LEFT Edward Nixon’s Scania P93M.220 
livestock wagon still does a day’s work, 
snapped on a local charity truck run in 
Cumbria. Thomas Gill. 
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The end of the C

The popular Leyland T45 gets a facelift as the ‘budget’ 80 series, its last change before its production eventually ceases.

A new year, a new decade and 1990 
dawns with Mercedes’ SK range as 
the new International Truck of the 

Year. And at the same time, the truck 
industry is starting the challenge of 
recovering after a very poor 1989 for sales.

MONTH BY MONTH
The big news at the start of the year is 
DAF’s announcement in January  that it 
will revive its older cabs as a cheaper 
alternative to its 95-series after complaints 
that the new models are too expensive. 
The company will offer the F198 cab on 
the new 2300 and 2700ATi models – with 
the F241 cab on the 2900 and 3200ATi. 
The 2900 won’t be sold in the UK, but the 

others will. Day and sleeper cabs are 
available on the 2300/2700, but there is no 
day or Space Cab option on the 3200!

AWD – the reborn Bedford brand using 
the old TL and TM cabs – claims it will be 
offering its vehicles in Europe ‘soon’. Getting 
it right in the UK might be a better place to 
start! Several truck manufacturers in the UK 
put staff on four-day weeks, including 
Renault at Dunstable after sales of G series 
trucks suffer.

In February  Federal Express has 400 
charges brought against it over driving 
hours offences while ERF starts to push 
leasing deals. Spanish brand Pegaso, which 
has just entered the UK market strikes it 
lucky with an order for 140 Troner tractors 

with GB Express. French trailer 
manufacturer Trailor is looking for UK 
partners.

Renault breathes new life into its G series 
which uses the ageing ‘Club of Four’ cab 
with a new G340ti model, which has a 
minor new look with a revised front grille and 
sits a bit higher. Also coming from the 
French manufacturer is the R380ti with the 
bigger cab while a new 17-tonner – the 
G230 is also offered. Highlights for 
operators are reduced weight and better 
fuel economy. The G340ti has a 338hp 
engine and as a 4x2 tips the scales at 
6,500kg. The 374hp R380Ti is joined by the 
R340ti which shares the engine of its 
G-series sister.

1990 was a year of massive political change, and on the truck front 
the Renault Magnum was unveiled. But there were many other 
developments for the world of trucks. 



“In January DAF announces that it will revive its older cabs 
as cheaper alternatives to the 95 series after complaints that 
the new models are too expensive. They will be the 2300 and 
2700ATi with the F198 cab and the 2900 and 3200ATi with the 
F241 cab, of which just the 3200 will be sold in the UK.”
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e Cold War...

Not for the UK market, Volvo’s NL range – aimed at South America – was little more than a new 
grille.

ERF introduced a new E8 model for four- and six-wheel rigids and tractors aimed at 32 tonnes. 

While DAF’s ‘new’ 2700s start to enter 
use with UK operators in March , there are 
delays in the 3200s joining them. Scania 
says it will increase production, as the 
company continues to prop up the Saab 
car division. Mad Cow Disease continues 
to affect beef exports, and so UK hauliers.

A big development in April  is the launch 
of a new Foden 17-tonner – the 2000 
series. The 4x2 rigid has a 180hp Cummins 
B engine, five wheelbase options and day 
or sleeper cabs.

Scania announces a new plant in France 
as opposed to setting up a site in the UK 
or Spain. 

The meaty 465hp 14-litre Cummins 
engine is to be offered by both Foden and 
ERF as competition for Scania, Volvo, 
Mercedes and MAN in the high 
horsepower stakes. Renault offers its 8x4 
G series on rubber suspension.

British truck driver Paul Ashwell, is held 
in Greece on bail after being arrested on 
suspicion of illegally importing weapons 
following an allegation that the large pipe 
loaded on his truck was part of a 
‘supergun’ bound for Iraq.
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Merc’s new 1720 model was 
launched, along with the 1717. 

They used the same, slightly 
tweaked, cab.

DAF’s F241 cab made a 
brief comeback on the 2900 
and 3200 models – only the 
latter offer in RHD for the 
UK market. A few sold, but it 
was soon discontinued. 



“MAN boosts the F90 with 
its new 17.502 boasting 
500hp. Further down the 
scale are new 270, 320, 
370 and 420hp engines”
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Renault continued to get life out 
of the elderly Club of Four Cab 
with the G340ti range. 

In May, DAF finally confirms the 3200 will 
be offered as a right-hand drive model to 
woo UK operators looking for a no frills, 
cheap tractor. It will only be available with a 
single bunk sleeper cab. 

MAN engines are supplied to Russia’s 
MaZ – a further sign of the changes in 
business following the end of the Cold War. 
MaZ also eyes the US market!

The Pegaso Troner is finally launched in 
the UK as a 360hp, high roof sleeper cabbed 
4x2 tractor unit. Aftersales support will be 
provided by sister brand Seddon Atkinson. 
The Foden 2000 series is now offered with 
the Perkins Phaser engine as an option. 

Renault launches its new Magnum AE 
models – initially as the AE380 and AE500, 
the truck, which first broke cover on test in 
1987 – with pre-production Visages trial 
trucks seen as early as 1985 – is a game-
changer in many respects with a completely 
flat floor as the cab is essentially a ‘cube' on 
top of the chassis. It has an unorthodox 
entry method which relies on an element of 
contortion due to its American style set 
forward axle. It’s available at 380 and 500hp 
and just the one cab style. It’s striking, 
certainly something different and wins many 
friends, but also a lot of apathy from others. 
But it’s certainly a real stand out flagship.

Paul Ashwell is finally released after 

charges against him are dropped and he 
returns to the UK but his business has 
suffered immeasurably. 

June  sees German makers MAN and 
Mercedes attempting a joint takeover of 
Spanish firm Pegaso. Volvo shows off its 
‘green’ FL6.08 7½-tonner which has 
reduced emissions and is seen as ideal for 
city operations. Japanese crane builder 
Tadano takes over German heavy haulage 
specialist FAUN.

MAN boosts the power in the F90 range 
with its new 17.502 boasting a new 
18.2-litre V10 engine producing 500hp. It 
grabs all the headlines, obviously, but 
further down the scale are new 270, 320, 
370 and 420hp engines  - the former two 
being five-cylinder, the latter two being 
straight sixes. 

Sticking with the theme of upping the 
power, DAF’s 95 series gets its first boost with 
a new 95.400 to replace the 95.380. At the 
same time, the 95.310 morphs into the 
95.330 and the 95.350 is upped by ten 
horses to become the 95.360. All still have the 
same 11.6-litre engine and same gearboxes, 
they have lower emissions, more torque and 
inside there are tweaks to the upholstery. 
Renault hints at an increase in the Magnum 
range with more models mooted…

Leyland DAF’s Roadrunner cab passes 

the Swedish cab crashworthiness test 
meaning the company can start to sell the 
10-tonne models in Scandinavia. Renault 
plans three new versions of its 17-tonne G 
series with 160, 200 and 230hp engines 
for the UK market to broaden its appeal. 

In July  there are more tweaks to 
Renault’s G range tractors with the G280 
4x2 and the G330 at 4x2 or 6x2 and there 
are the G300 and G330 as 6x4 and 8x4 for 
rigid tipper chassis. 

Merc’s 1720 – a new more powerful, 
intercooled replacement for its venerable 
1617 model is seen on test. There will also 
be a 1717 model. Truck sales in the UK hit 
a low not seen since the recession days of 
the early 1980s. Renault buys American 
manufacturer Mack which is in severe 
financial difficulty and will need restructuring 
to turn a profit again. The plans by 
Germany to increase road taxes for 
vehicles are suspended.
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And while all this was going on…

On January 1, Poland becomes the first 
Eastern European country to abolish its 
state socialist economy and also 
withdraws from the Warsaw Pact. The 
same day sees the first Internet 
companies catering to commercial 
users; PSINet and EUnet begin in the 
United States and Netherlands 
respectively.

On January 7 the Leaning Tower of 
Pisa is closed because of safety 
concerns. More signs of the imminent 
end of the Cold War comes on January 
15 when Bulgaria votes to end one 
party rule by the Communist Party while 
thousands storm the Stasi headquarters 
in East Berlin in an attempt to view 
government records.

On January 29 the post-Hillsborough 
Taylor Report recommends all First and 
Second Division stadiums are all-seater 
by 1994 and that the Third and Fourth 
Divisions follow suit by 1999. 

In South Africa, on February 2 FW de 
Klerk announces the unbanning of the 
African National Congress and promises 
to release Nelson Mandela after 27 
years in Victor Verster Prison – which 
happens on February 11.

An agreement is reached on February 
13 for a plan to reunite Germany while 

on February 15 the UK and Argentina 
restore diplomatic relations eight years after 
the invasion of the Falkland Islands.

March 18 sees East Germany hold its 
first free elections. A week later, 87 people 
are killed in an arson attack on a club in 
New York on March 25. In the UK on 
March 31, there is the ‘Second Battle of 
Trafalgar’; A massive anti-poll tax 
demonstration in Trafalgar Square which 
turns into a riot, injuring 471. The following 
day the unpopular Community Charge 
takes effect in England and Wales amid 
widespread protests. Also on April 1, the 
Strangeways Prison riot starts in 
Manchester and continues until April 25.

The First talks between the government 
of South Africa and the African National 
Congress take place on May 2-4. On May 
29 Boris Yeltsin is the first elected president 
of the USSR while the next day, George 
Bush and Mikhail Gorbachev begin a 
four-day summit meeting in Washington DC.

June 13 sees official demolition of the 
Berlin Wall start, seven months after it was 
opened the previous November. The 
Manjil-Rudbar earthquake on June 21 in 
northern Iran kills 35,000-50,000. June 22 
sees Checkpoint Charlie dismantled. That 
is followed on July 1 by East and West 
Germany merging their economies, the 
Deutsche Mark becoming the currency of 
the East. The countries will unite on 
October 3.

The next day, July 2, sees the Hajj 
stampede in a pedestrian tunnel leading to 
Mecca killing 1,426 people. More mass 
loss of life on July 16 sees an earthquake 
kill more than 1,600 in Luzon in the 
Philippines.

Iraq invades Kuwait on August 2; the 
start of the Gulf War. A few days later, on 
the 7th, President Bush orders combat 
planes and troops to Saudi Arabia to 
prevent a possible attack by Iraq while Iraq 
announces its formal annexation of Kuwait. 
This leads to 12 Arab states voting to send 
military forces to Saudi Arabia to 
discourage an invasion from Iraq. 

October 1 sees the start of the Rwandan 
Civil War. Better news is on October 15 
when South Africa ends segregation on 
public facilities.

On November 12 Tim Berners-Lee 
publishes a formal proposal for the World 
Wide Web. And the next day the first 
known web page is written. November 
19-21 sees the leaders of Canada, the 
United States, and 32 European states 

meet in Paris to formally mark the end of 
the Cold War while on November 29, the 
United Nations Security Council passes UN 
Security Council Resolution 678, 
authorising military intervention in Iraq if that 
state does not withdraw its forces from 
Kuwait. 

On November 22, British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher resigns after 11 years. 
She is replaced by John Major on 
November 28. December 19 sees Arsenal 
captain Tony Adams sentenced to four 
months in prison for drink-driving after 
being more than three times over the limit 
when he crashed his car in Southend-on-
Sea seven months earlier.

On December 1, Channel Tunnel 
workers from the UK and France meet  
40 metres beneath the English Channel 
seabed, establishing the first land 
connection between Great Britain and the 
mainland of Europe for around 8,000 years.

Famous people born in 1990 include 
Princess Eugenie of York (March 23), 
actress and activist Emma Watson (April 
15), Footballer Jordan Henderson (June 
17), actress Margot Robbie (July 2), 
footballer Aaron Mooy (September 15), 
goalkeeper David de Gea (November 7), 
singer Rita Ora (November 26) and 
cricketer Joe Root (December 30).

The year saw the deaths of actress Ava 
Gardner on January 25, actress Greta 
Garbo on April 15, both singer Sammy 
Davis Jr and Muppets creator Jim Henson 
on May 16, football manager Peter Taylor 
on October 5 and one of the nation’s 
best-loved writers, Roald Dahl, on 
November 23.

In sport, The Tour de France was won by 
American Greg LeMond while darts player 
Phil Taylor wins the first of 16 world titles. In 
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It is revealed in August  that Detroit 
Diesels’ 12.7-litre series 60 engine 
undergoes trials with Foden and DAF. It will 
be available in 350-425hp options. Renault 
is developing a lightweight tractor unit 
based on its middle-weight Midliner range 
aimed at urban deliveries – especially the 
brewery trade. 

MAN pulls out of its proposals to jointly 
buy Pegaso with Mercedes, leaving its 
German rival ‘clear’ to plan a takeover. ERF 
finally unveils its 465hp E14 model, but it’s 
not the only new model in the 
manufacturer’s portfolio – there is the ES6 
as a 6x4, a new E8.275 lightweight tractor 
with a 275hp engine and the E8.211 
17-tonner.

It’s almost the end of a classic in 
September  as Leyland DAF ends 
production of its T45 Roadtrain but all is 
not lost as it’s reborn straight away as the 
80 series, with a DAF-style grille. However, 
it is the end of Cummins or Perkins 
powered models as the new truck will only 
be available with a 300 or 329hp version of 
DAF’s 11.6-litre engine. It will be 4x2 or 6x2 
tractors. The Constructor becomes the 70 
series while the Cruiser is the 60 series, the 
Freighter is the 55 series and the 
Roadrunner becomes the 45 series.

Another British manufacturer on the 
ropes is Seddon Atkinson which is 
acquired by Iveco as part of a deal which 
sees the Italian giant buy a stake in Enasa 
– the Spanish company that had owned 
SA for many years. It ends the plan by 
Merc to takeover Enasa and, in doing so, 
Pegaso.

Sticking with Seddon Atkinson, the 
company launches its new TC models with 
a lighter, no frills, version of the Strato - 
Cabtec - cab to replace the old 3-11 

The arrival of Renault’s innovative and striking Magnum was the biggest development of the 
year!

golf, Nick Faldo claims both the Masters 
and British Open while in horse racing 
the Cheltenham Gold Cup is claimed by 
Norton’s Coin and the Grand National is 
won by Mr Frisk.

The World Snooker Championship 
sees Stephen Hendry beat Jimmy White 
18-12 while the Wimbledon 
championships are won by Stefan 
Edberg and Martina Navratilova.

In football, Liverpool win the First 
Division title for the 18th time and their 
last until 2020. Millwall, Sheffield 
Wednesday and Charlton Athletic are 
relegated. Nottingham Forest retain the 
League Cup with a 1-0 win over Oldham 
Athletic

Kenny Dalglish makes his final 
appearance for Liverpool, aged 39, on 
May 1. Leeds United, Sheffield United 
and Sunderland are promoted but 
Leeds United’s celebrations are marred 
when their fans riot in Bournemouth. 
Swindon Town win the Second Division 
play-off final by beating Sunderland 1-0, 
but their place in the First Division is 
denied after an alleged tax scandal.

Manchester United win the FA Cup 
with a 1-0 replay victory over Crystal 
Palace. England’s hopes of World Cup 
glory are ended after they lose on 
penalties to West Germany in the 
semi-finals after a 1-1 draw. West 
Germany go on to win the final in Rome, 
defeating Argentina 1-0.

Best-selling singles of 1990 are 
Unchained Melody by The Righteous 
Brothers and Nothing Compares 2 U by 
Sinéad O’Connor while the best-selling 
albums are ...But Seriously by Phil 
Collins and The Immaculate Collection 
by Madonna. Other music released in 
the year are Bossanova by the Pixies, 
Time’s Up by Living Colour, the debut 
album by the Levellers - A Weapon 
called the Word and Ritual de lo Habitual 
by Jane’s Addiction.

models which still used the old Motor 
Panels cab. 

Iveco launches the 190.32 and 190.36 
TurboTech models, still using the old 
1970s Fiat cab, and 317 or 377hp 
engines to replace the 300 and 360hp 
models. The smaller engine is 9.5-litres 
whilst the more powerful models have the 
13.8-litre straight six. There’s 
improvements – and refinements – inside 
the cab as well. 

There’s not so much news to report in 
October . Iveco says Seddon Atkinson will 
remain totally independent. Volvo offers the 
NL10/12 – essentially the N10/12 with a 
grille tweak and a retrimmed cab and 
engine options from 275 to 395hp. But the 
cab is pretty much the same as introduced 
in the 1970s. It’s mainly aimed at the South 
American market, but some are sold in 
Europe.

A further sign of the Renault-Volvo 
marriage is seen in November  with the 
suggestion that the Magnum may get 
Volvo’s 16-litre engine as an option. MAN 
takes over Steyr; the Austrian manufacturer 
had only started selling trucks in the UK as 
recently as 1988, but its cabs are ageing, 
and its back up meant it hadn’t made 
massive inroads into the fleets of British 
hauliers. But MAN says it will still support 
the brand in the UK.  

December  and Renault wins Truck of 
the Year for its Magnum range – no 
surprise there. Scania unveils a new 
Streamline version of its R cab on 113 and 
143 models and also offers a 
Turbocompound 11-litre engine at 401hp 
and it also offers a 380hp version of the 
same engine as well as a new 500hp 
14-litre V8. A new 12-speed gearbox is 
also added to the line up. 



52   CLASSIC TRUCK | May 2020

Working Classics
WORDS: Mat Ireland  PHOTOGRAPHY: Mat Ireland



May 2020  | CLASSIC TRUCK 53

W hen was the last time you saw a 
Volvo F6, let alone a working 
one? Back in the 1980s and into 

the 1990s, the ‘Club of Four’-cabbed 
trucks from Saviem, Volvo, Magirus and 
DAF were common on the roads, with only 
the badges giving away the manufacturer. 

There are few on the preservation circuit 
but, dare I say it, even fewer still earning a 
keep. A few may survive as transport for 

There’s not many Volvo F6s that are still 
working for a living, but Mat Ireland found 
one at work in Suffolk with AG Browne.

Six of 
the best

people’s private vintage machinery, and a 
scour around at a steam rally during the 
summer may yield one possibly. 

But here is one still working on a daily 
basis. OK, so it may not be a tipper bodied 
truck, or even something used on 
distribution duties, but it is still driven to and 
from all the sites it is required at and is 
used constantly. Could this be the last 
remaining working Volvo F6 in the country?

37 YEARS OLD
Tony Brown from Haverhill in Suffolk bought 
the truck in 2001, from another borehole 
drilling company located in rural Norfolk. 
Having one eye on the market for another 
mobile drill, this popped up for sale. 

Originally built it 1983, the Volvo was in good 
shape. The 5.48-litre engine ran fine and the 
mileage was low. The six-speed gearbox was 
in great condition, the cab was, and still is, 
rot-free and the chassis was straight as a die. 

The drilling equipment had all just been 
refurbished top to bottom so it was a 
sensible buy, and too good to pass up.

LEFT On a B-plate, there can’t be many 
other Volvo F6s still in use?

BELOW FAR LEFT The iconic Club of Four 
cab dates from 1975 and was initially 
shared between Volvo, Saviem, DAF and 
Magirus Deutz and later used by Renault 
and its Mack subsidary.

BELOW LEFT The passenger seat has 
been removed and the cab is certainly 
‘well worked’!

BELOW The truck doesn’t accumulate 
high mileages hence its longevity and it’s 
not cost effective to replace it given the 
work it does.
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Says Tony: “The great advantage with 
the truck is that it is all mechanical. As it 
sits on site for a few weeks at a time, the 
donkey engine is doing the work and 
shaking the truck about a fair bit. I know of 
other companies with newer, more 
electrical orientated trucks, and when they 

are finished on site and it comes to firing 
their trucks up to go home, they won’t 
start. 

“They take a bit of a hammering on site, 
there is a lot of vibration going through 
these, and the more modern vehicles don’t 
seem to like that. But this one takes it all in 

The dash is fairly basic, but simplicity is the key!

its stride. It is reliable, sturdy and simple to 
work on.”

The truck is registered and taxed as 
mobile plant, but as the law changed at the 
end of last year, it came into the scope for 
MoT. This was not a problem however as it 
normally only does about a thousand miles 
in a year all told, and so the old truck sailed 
through it test without any issues. “In fact 
the emissions that I was a little concerned 
about due to its age, were actually better 
than a lot of newer trucks that had gone 

through the lanes,” laughs Tony.

MOSTLY LOCAL
On a day-to-day basis this little 
Volvo spends its time drilling bore 
holes for water supplies. Although 
usually only covering East Anglia, 
it has been known to trek further 
afield when required.

The regular driver is Chris 
Groucutt: “I took it all the way to 

Salisbury once” he chuckles. “When 
I say ‘drove’, it was more ‘bounce’ 

down there, it is rather bouncy to be 
behind the wheel of at the best of times! 

But I enjoy the drive, as you can imagine 
you actually have to drive it rather than it 
drives you as all modern trucks seem to do. 
Having said that I don’t think I would want 
to take it too far, too often!” 
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The truck is 
used as a mobile 

drilling rig.

ABOVE Tony also owns a Bedford TM 4-4….

….and an even older Bedford MJ!

Being a modern day classic the cab is 
somewhat sparse in creature comforts, lacking 
even a radio these days (although at the time 
of the Salisbury trip, thankfully it did have one 
fitted). The passenger seat has been removed, 
mainly because it never carries passengers, 
and this frees space to keep more spares and 
required items for the task in hand.

Maintenance is shared between doing it 
in-house, and anything that cannot be 

tackled in the yard is sent to a local haulage 
company to take care of.

At present, there are no plans to replace 
the truck, why buy something newer when 
this F6 is doing the job it was built for day 
after day so well? 

If it will last another 20 years doing what it 
does, then it can stay in the fleet. This is in 
fact, the newer truck in the fleet, beating the 
1982 Bedford TM 4-4 4x4 mobile drill rig 

that Tony also owns and operates daily by a 
whole year!

“I also have a 1984 Bedford MJ. This is 
ex-military and is a recovery truck which is 
used for some odd jobs. I also have a 
Scammell Explorer, although that is just for 
fun! I love old cars and trucks, there are 
even two Daimler Ferrets in the collection as 
well, although these are not used every 
day.” 
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EVENTS DIARY

2020 SHOW 
CALENDAR
The 2020 calendar for truck shows continues to take shape, so plan your year 
ahead with CT’s Show Guide!

WORDS: Pip Dunn  PHOTOGRAPHY: Pip Dunn

Our two page show 
guide offers a great 
monthly list of the truck 

shows that you can look 
forward to in the year ahead. 

It will allow you to plan ahead, 
avoid double-booking your diary 
or simply get travel or 
accommodation booked. Or 
perhaps you need to get your 
truck booked in to go on display? 
Or maybe you are looking for a 
truck show near to you?

As the events season draws 
nearer, we’ll showcase one 
event each issue with more 
details – and a few pointers as 
to why you need to attend!

If you have a show you want 
adding to this guide, please 
drop us a line because the 
events diary for 2020 continues 
to take shape. Please send an 
e-mail to pip.dunn@kelsey.
co.uk with all the details and we 
will add it.

www.llantransfest.co.uk
Some great old trucks at the 
growing Llandudno transport 
festival, which has road runs 
on the Saturdays and 
Sunday.

May 9/10
Truckfest Peterborough
East of England 
Showground 
www.truckfest.co.uk
@Truckfest_Live
01775 768661
info@livepromotions.co.uk
The showpiece event of the 
annual Truckfest series of 
events. 

May 16
Truck In2 Grantown
The Show Field, Grantown-on-
Spey, PH26 3HX 
Scottish show in the beautiful 
Highlands, open from 1000-
1700.

May 16/17
Devon Truck Show
Smeartharpe Stadium, 
Clayhidon, Honiton
www.devontruckshow.co.uk
The best trucks in the West 
Country.

May 30/31
Truckfest North East
Wolsingham Showground
Truckfest heads to the North 
East.

Jun 13
Truckness 2020
Clune Farm, Dores, near 
Inverness
www.trucknessinverness.
com/2018-event-info
Showcase event for the 
Scottish Highlands.

Jun 13/14
Foxfest 
Foxhall Stadium, 27 Foxhall Rd, 
Kesgrave, Ipswich
www.facebook.com/
events/861842894231534/
The popular Suffolk truck show 
returns for another year. 

Jun 13/14
Classic and Vintage 
Commercial Show
British Motor Museum, Gaydon, 
CV35 0BJ
www.britishmotormuseum.
co.uk/events/classic-and-
vintage-commercial-show
Trucks from the 50s onwards. 
 
Jun 13/14
Stockyard Charity Truck & 
Car Show
Hellaby Lane, Hellaby, 
Rotherham, S66 8HN
07397 057470
e-mail info@
stockyardcharitytruckshow.co.uk
Charity fund-raising truckshow 
for the Make-a-Wish foundation 

ABOVE The Interlaken Festival in Switzerland is great to see many long lost European marques such as Steyr 
and Saurer, not to mention lovely old Mercs, Volvos and Scanias, like these T113H.360 and R143H.500 models. 

Apr 18
Grampian Truck Show
Thainstone Agricultural Centre, 
near Inverurie, AB51 5XZ
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
vehicle-entry-form-grampian-
truckshow-2020-
tickets-75738779729 
Contact: Ally Shaw 07852 730217
A great charity truck show for 
the north of Scotland, open 
from 0900. 

Apr 28-30
Commercial Vehicle Show
National Exhibition Centre 
Birmingham
https://cvshow.com
@TheCVShow
Trade show highlighting the 
latest vehicles from most of the 
major manufacturers.

May 8-10
Llandudno Transport 
Festival 2020
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Jun 20/21
Thirsk Truck gathering
Thirsk Farmers Auction Mart & 
Rural Business Centre, Blakey 
Lane, Thirsk, YO7 3AB 
www.facebook.com/
events/390290225004780/
Popular show in North 
Yorkshire, with plenty to see for 
all the family.

Jun 20/21
Kelsall Steam and Vintage 
Rally
Churches View Farm, Kelsall 
Road, Ashton, Nr. Chester,  
CH3 8BH
www.kelsallsteamrally.co.uk
Indisputably one of the best 
shows of the year; expect 
hundreds of ERFs!

Jun 26-28
Trucker & Country festival
Interlaken, Switzerland
www.truckerfestival.ch
Ignore the country music, 
there’s hundreds of great trucks 
from Switzerland and beyond!

Jul 4/5
Truckfest West Midlands 
and Wales
Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern
Truckfest for Wales, the Borders 
and Midlands. 

Jul 4/5
Full of the Pipe Truck Show
Punchestown Racecourse
Irish truck and music festival in 
Kildare, Ireland with plenty of 
blinged up metal!

Jul 17
Cumbria Charity  
Truck Fair 
Borderway Market, Mongomery 
Way Carlisle 
Charity truckshow raising 
money for MacMillan Cancer 
Support  

Jul 25/26
Truckstar Festival
Assen TT Circuit, Netherlands
https://truckstar.nl/truckstar-
festival-home/english-
information/
festival@truckstar.nl
Amazing festival of trucking in 

the Netherlands. If you’ve never 
been…. go!

Jul 26
Peterhead Truck Show
Peterhead Community 
Education Centre, York Street, 
Peterhead, 
AB42 1SP
www.eventbrite.co.uk
Scottish show returns after a 
12-year break.

Aug 1/2
Truckfest Scotland
Royal Highland Centre, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh
The biggest truck show in 
Scotland - well worth a visit 
with plenty of oldies on show! 

Aug 8/9
Wessex Truck Show
Yeovil Showground, 
BA22 9TA
www.wessex-truck-show.co.uk
01935 507506 or info@wessex-
truck-show.co.uk
The big Yeovil truck show 
returns after a year off.

Aug 15/16
Truckfest South East
Hop Farm, Kent
The South East gets its 
Truckfest fix.

Aug 19-22
Elmia Lastbil
Elmia, Jönköping, Sweden
www.elmia.se
37th anniversary of Nordic 
region’s largest truck fair; well 
worth a visit.

Aug 22/23
Convoy in the Park
Donington race track
The show for those who like 
Scanias with bull-bars and truck 
racing.

Aug 28-31
Barnard Castle Truck Show 
Streatlam Farm, Barnard 
Castle, Country Durham,  
DL12 8TZ
Another great event in the North 
East for truck fans.

Sep 5/6
Truckfest South West
Royal Bath & West 
Showground, Shepton Mallet
Truckfest show for the Avon 
area.

Sep 12/13
Retro Truck Show
British Motor Museum, Gaydon, 
CV35 0BJ
www.britishmotormuseum.
co.uk/events/retro-truck-show

Getting bigger and better every 
year the RTS is the ‘must 
attend’ show of the year!

Sep 19/20
Truckfest North West
Cheshire Showground, 
Knutsford
The penultimate Truckfest show 
of the year heads to the North 
West. 

Sep 19/20
Swedefest
Stonham Barns, Pettaugh 
Road, Stonha Aspal, 
IP14 6AT
www.swedefest.org.uk
Large gathering of Scanias and 
Volvos in Suffolk.

Sep 24-30
IAA, International Motor 
show 
www.iaa.de
Annual trade show in Hannover, 
Germany with all the latest kit 
on display.

Oct 3/4
Truckfest Original
Newark & Notts Showground, 
Newark
The final Truckfest show of the 
year, and it’s always a good 
one. 

ABOVE There are some great shows in mainland Europe including the brilliant Truckstar Festival at Assen in 
the Netherlands which has a great mix of modern and old trucks. Plenty for Classic Truck  readers to enjoy! 



W iking is a German manufacturer of 1:87 scale plastic 
models, which are ideal for model railway layouts as 
well as truck model layouts. It has a number of new 
releases now available.

Now added to the catalogue are a MAN dumper in a plain 
turquoise (water blue) colour without any company branding (right). 
The product number is 086633. This three-axle lorry has a huge 
tipper, which dates from the late 1960s through to the early 1970s, 
and would have been used primarily on large construction sites. It 
features all-terrain tyres.

The cab, tipper, and tipping hook are water blue, while the 
chassis, cardan part, and wheels are all red. The detail includes 
front bumper headlamps and a red radiator grille. It costs €16.99.

A smart Volvo N12 tilt-bodied drawbar (below) in the attractive 
blue and yellow livery of ASG is likely to be popular amongst 
collectors. The product number is 043202.

This truck dates from 1973 to 1985 and features a day cab on 

Speedbird Promotions is taking pre-orders for 
a new model of a Mack F700 with twin-axle 
reefer trailer in the livery of Scottish based 
Simey Refrigeration. The Tekno 1:50 scale 

model is available for reservation for £25 deposit. The 
product code is 76818. More details at  
www.teknomodeltrucks.co.uk.

D utch-based WSI Collectables 
has a host of new models 
available with a couple of classic 
Scanias of interest to CT readers 

A smart Scania 2-series T-cab, in the 
livery of A. Van Leent and as a sleeper-
cabbed 6x2 tag axle tractor unit (left) is 
now available for pre-order with deliveries 
expected in the second quarter of 2020. 
The product number is 01-3057 and it 
costs €102.

Also on offer is a Verhoeven Transport; 
Scania 3-series Streamline R143M.420 as 
a 6x2 twin steer tractor unit, (above right) 

Its product number is 01-3097 and is 
expected in the third quarter of the year. It 
costs €104. www.wsi-collectors.com/en 
has more details. 

the 4x2 rigid truck which pulls a three-axle drawbar with a dolly and a 
rear tandem axle set up. It costs €27.99.

Finally, and slightly older, is the mid-1960s Mercedes 1620 cattle 
truck drawbar (below) in unbranded dark green. Its product number 
is 056503. The prime mover is a 4x2 rigid with the M- sleeper cab 
and it pulls a two-axle drawbar trailer with a dolly. For details of all 
Wiking models, visit www.wiking.de.

WORDS: Pip Dunn PHOTOGRAPHY: Various

Model market

A round up of some of the new model trucks on the market 
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1970s classics from Wiking

Two Scanias from WSI

Speedbird 
Mack on offer
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SJ54HWT is only used in the yard now, and 
shunts trailers as required. 

NU52LSY was used on the 
road as recently as January 
2020 but has recently been 
stopped with a few minor 
faults. It could return to use, 
however.

ABOVE This 4x2 rigid curtainsider NX05AXK is still used daily albeit mostly on local work.

WORDS: Pip Dunn  PHOTOGRAPHY: Pip Dunn

Working Classics



May 2020 | CLASSIC TRUCK 61

The last of the 
Harris Fodens
DK Harris of Whittlesey has used Fodens 
for many years, but time catches up with 
everything, and now there’s just a couple 
left in use. CT presents a pictorial of the 
last of the � rm’s famous kites.  

ABOVE PY52HWT is another redundant 
tractor unit that now is only used for donating 
parts to other trucks.

ABOVE Harris rarely sells vehicles and keeps 
them for parts for other trucks in the � eet, 
like this 4x2 rigid.

ABOVE This 4325 4x2 tractor is screaming out to be restored! L180NFL is actually in remarkably 
good condition, but has not run for many years.

The famous Kite badge.



LEFT On my way to 
Antwerp I encountered 
this nice 1995 Volvo 
FH12.380, which was 
resting at a truck stop 
along the A27 motorway. 
It had the low FH Version 
1 cab and was powered 
by a Euro 1 Volvo D12A 
engine, producing 
380hp. Volvo claims as 
the emission values 
were so low, it already 
complied with the Euro 
2 levels. It was pulling a 
three-axle Floor brick-
carrying semi-trailer 
� tted with an HIAB 100 
loading crane. 

ABOVE A brand new 1997 Scania R124L.400 Topline, which had just rolled out of the Heiwo bodybuilder’s workshops. It’s a nicely liveried 
refrigerated drawbar combination featuring polar bears on both the truck and drawbar trailer. It has a preliminary registration number, which was 
used until the tests for its de� nitive registration papers were � nished. It has the roomy R19 Topline cab and was powered by a DSC12 engine, 
developing 400hp.

I n this issue I will take you to the 
southern part of the Netherlands 
and to the Dutch-Belgian border, 
where many trucks are still resting 

at large parking areas on both sides of 
the border. 

The parking areas have lots of facilities, 
such as large fuel stations, restaurants, 
washing facilities and shops to make a 
truck driver ’s life easier. 

The border is situated between the 
Dutch town of Breda and the Belgian city 
of Antwerp. When you come from 
Rotterdam you follow the A16 motorway 
straight to the Dutch-Belgian border and 
then follow the A1 to Antwerp. When 
coming from Utrecht, just follow the A27 
and A58 to get to the border. But you 
won’t notice when you cross it, as there’s 
no border control at all!

North of the border is a place called 
Hazeldonk, while the Belgian industrial 
estate south of it is called Meer. On both 
sides you will find quite a few transport 
companies, truck dealers and 
warehouses, but also freight forwarding 
agents. So, there’s always a lot to see and 
photograph in this area. That was the 
case in 1997, and it’s still a worthwhile 

trip. I always make a stop 
there, when I’m on my 
way to the UK, to attend 
the Gaydon or Kelsall 
classic truck events. 

WORDS:Wobbe Reitsma PHOTOGRAPHY:Wobbe Reitsma

Continental classics
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Another Border Patrol!
Following on from the theme of a previous issue, Wobbe presents 
more 1990s trucks he photographed on the Dutch-Belgian border



LEFT Volvo 
FHs were very 
popular in the 
Netherlands and 
here’s another 
� ne example. This 
1996 FH12.380 
drawbar was 
contracted to 
Gerkens Cacao, 
which was part 
of Cargill Foods. 
It has a nice 
colour scheme, 
which re� ects 
the colours of 
chocolate. The 
truck is powered 
by the 380hp 
version of the 
Volvo D12A 
engine.

RIGHT In the same 
spot as the Volvo, I 
found another brick 
carrier. It was a 1996 
Iveco 440E38 EuroStar 
tractor unit, also � tted 
with a low roof. It too 
pulled a three-axle 
semi-trailer, but this 
one was � tted with a 
Kennis 11.000 loading 
crane. It was powered 
by a six-cylinder 
Iveco 8460 engine, 
producing 375hp, which 
could be coupled to 
a synchronised ZF 
16-speed or an Eaton 
Twin-Splitter 12-speed 
gearboxes.

RIGHT
Streamline 
Scanias are one 
of my favourite 
classic trucks of 
all time and this 
is a very nice 
one. It’s painted 
in the colours of 
Middelkoop, which 
is a medium-sized 
transport company 
that still exists 
today. It also has 
8,000 square metres 
of warehouse 
facilities. This late, 
1996-registered, 
R113M.360 was 
powered by a 
Scania 11-litre 
DSC11 engine, 
producing 360hp. 
It pulls a two-axle 
box-van semi-trailer 
for Ecophon, a 
company which 
produces ceiling 
systems.  
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RIGHT This 1994 
Mercedes-Benz 
2650 double-drive 
tractor unit pulls 
a semi-trailer 
low loader, which 
carries a huge 
and heavy Hitachi 
EX300L tracked 
excavator. The 
roof of the SK 
cab has been 
lowered in order 
to accommodate 
large crawler 
cranes � tted with 
long booms, which 
protruded over 
the cab. It was 
powered by an 
in-house built V8 
engine, producing 
500hp. 

LEFT A 1996 MAN 
Commander XT 19.403FLT 
tractor unit with the high-
roof Roadhaus cab. It pulls 
a three-axle refrigerated 
semi-trailer, � tted with 
Thermo King equipment. 
It was powered by a 
400hp MAN Euro 2 engine 
and photographed at the 
Dutch-Belgian border near 
Hazeldonk.

RIGHT Even in the 
Netherlands this Liaz 
is an odd one. Only a 
few were sold in the 
1990s. Blouw Transport, 
based in the northern 
part of the Netherlands, 
operated this 110 Maxi 
model, which was 
registered in 1997. It 
pulls a rental TIP tilt 
semi-trailer and was 
parked near a truckstop 
at Hazeldonk.

WORDS:Wobbe Reitsma PHOTOGRAPHY:Wobbe Reitsma

Continental classics
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LEFT A Portuguese 
Renault AE420Ti 
Magnum drawbar 
combination, operated 
by TMC Mario 
Transportes from 
Valenca, a village 
in the utmost north 
of Portugal on the 
Spanish-Portuguese 
border. Truck and 
three-axle drawbar 
trailer are both � tted 
with curtainsided 
bodies. The yellow 
triangular sign � tted 
to the grille panel is 
mandatory in Portugal 
when pulling a trailer. 
The truck dates from 
around 1996.

RIGHT Gudmund 
Agerskov was the 
Danish operator of 
this powerful Volvo 
FH16.520. It was built 
in 1997 and fairly 
new on the day I 
photographed it at 
the Q8 Truck Stop at 
Meer in Belgium. It 
pulled a three-axle 
curtainsided semi-
trailer, owned by 
Siggaard Transport 
of Herning, based in 
western Denmark. 
It was powered by 
a 16-litre engine, 
producing 520hp.

LEFT Top-
sleeper cabs 
were used in the 
Netherlands for 
high volume-low 
weight transport 
jobs. This DAF 
FAS95.360 was 
built in 1992. It 
pulls a short-
coupled drawbar 
trailer. Truck and 
drawbar trailer 
have aluminium 
dropsides, tilt 
bodies and low-
height tyres. It 
was powered by a 
360hp DAF engine 
and has single-
drive. It was 
photographed 
at the industrial 
zone at Meer in 
Belgium.  
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Classic Truck is the only magazine devoted 
solely to the great trucks from the 1970s, 
1980s and 1990s. If you like Volvo F12s, 
Foden Alphas, ERF ECs and DAF 3600s, 

then we are perfect for you.
Each month we look at great restored 

trucks, remember classic models, look 
nostalgically at the great days of haulage.. not to mention 
showcasing old trucks that are still at work.
    We have regular reader advice features, a monthly show guide 
and reviews, not to mention a great classi�ed section where 
trucks can be bought and sold. If this era is your scene, then we 
are the magazine for you – and if you take out a subscription, 
then you save on the cover price and avoid any price rises!
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01732 445302
Sara Clark

Call

Churches View Farm, Kelsall Road, 
Ashton, Chester, CH3 8BH

20th & 21st June 2020
www.kelsallsteamrally.co.uk

kelsallsteamrally@hotmail.co.uk

The Next Issue

 Of 

Classic Truck Is 

On Sale 

17th April

DACORUM STEAM 
AND COUNTRY 

FAYRE - POTTEN END
25th and 26th July 2020 10am - 5pm

GREEN CROFT FARM, POTTEN END,
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, HERTS HP1 2SG

www.dacorummachineryandsteam.co.uk
or call 07971 126038

Adults £8. Children & Concessions £5. Family Tickets £20
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 TRUCKS/LORRIES FOR SALE 
  AEC MERCURY 

 1962, £13,000. Rare air suspension model, one of 41 
built for LBC. Restored by me in early 90s and since 
re-restored by Colin Pitt. AV470 and 6speed box many 
spares included. Please call 07535206706 
 100471 

 ALBION CLYDESDALE 

 1963, £2,800. Stirling, 400 engine, good runner, 10 
speed road ranger gearbox, 2 speed diff and cab in 
good condition. Please call +61418 754109 or email 
leylandparts@bigpond.com, Australia. 
 12395 

ATKINSON VIEWLINER

 1969, £9,500. Very rare model completely restored 
high spec working perfectly 1st class condition. Please 
call 07738 624109. 
 11222 

     BEDFORD CA 

 1963, 55,000 miles, £15,000. Tax and MoT exempt, 4 
owners from new, excellent body work, runs and drives 
faultless, ready to show. Please call 07811 096017 
 100115 

BEDFORD MK

 1980, £6,995. Bedford MK 4WD with Atlas crane and 
rear hydraulic winch, new type and cab � tted and tyres 
like new. Please call 01534 852258, Jersey. 
 11632 

   BEDFORD OL 

 1952, £1,600. Chassis cab, dry stored and complete. 
Please call 01353778135 
 100583 

BEDFORD O TYPE

 1949, £3,750. Tipper for restoration. Much work 
already carried out. Most parts here to complete winter 
Project. Too many other projects. Please call 07796 
383375, Devon. 
 11210 

BEDFORD O TYPE

 1949, £11,000. Excellent condition with thousands 
spent on extensive restoration, with receipts. Ready 
to rally, once sign written. Please call 07796 383375, 
Devon. 
 11211 

BEDFORD RL

 1956, £6,750 ono. RYX378 is reluctantly for sale. 
Ex-AFS glider club tug, used seasonally and dry stored 
for the past 25 years, and now newly professionally 
refurbished and in exceptional condition. Excellent 
chassis and cab, 300 petrol engine with rebuilt 
carburettor, new fuel pump, regulator, full new braking 
system, actuators and linings, hub bearings, seals, 
bushes, exhaust, and much more Please call 07971 
964193. 
 11534 

BEDFORD TK

 1978/80, £11,000. 4 x Bedford TK’s for sale 2 ae 75% 
done i.e. all welding done to cabs, 3 x 4 cylinder, 1 x 
6 cylinder plus lots of spare parts. Please call 07860 
458590, Merseyside. 
 12571

BEDFORD TL

 1983, £5,500. Hiab 650 double push and a nice 15ft 
recovery body, very clean tidy cab 5 speed gearbox and 
we � xed a Perkins engine run and drive perfect. Please 
call 07383 995422, West London. 
 11369 
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 DIAMOND 980 

 1941, £7,500. Number 9800123. Cummins 220 engine, 
winch and wrecker equipment. Was seen at Dorset 
Steam Fair Please call 01993 772255, Oxon. 
 12381

DODGE

 1949, 41,000 miles, £12,000. Fitted with Perkins P6 
engine. Just � nished a bolt up restoration in excellent 
condition. Please call 07801 442626, Cheshire. 
 12621 

ERF GARDNER

 1971, £9,500 ONO. David Brown gearbox with a 1968 
32 ft single axle Scammell trailer. Please call 07968 
686798, Derbyshire. 
 12411 

FODEN H REG

 £6,000 Ono. 6X6 350 Rolls-Royces engine, diff locks 
on each axle and gearbox. All new brakes, recon turbo, 
good tyres and 17ft box body. Hydraulic winch and 
all in good working order. Please call 07811 814288, 
Devon. 
 12329 

 FORD A SERIES 

 1982, £1,250. 3.0 litre petrol spares or repair, ex 4WD 
ITN broadcast van starts and drives with no brakes and 
a small amount of welding. Please call 01527 852390, 
Warwickshire. 
 12634 

   INTERNATIONAL TRANSTAR 

 1956, £24,950. TE S120 4 Litre OHV  Pick UP 4 x 4, 
with power steering and Original RHD. Imported from 
Australia in 2013 and subject of a complete strip and 
rebuild to the exceptional standard you see today. 
Please call 01246 451772 
 100530 

IVECO 75E15

 1996, £1,200 Ono. For parts or restoration, dry stored 
since 2012, 6 cyl engine, with or without body. Please 
call 07825 013196, South Lanarkshire. 
 12112 

   IVECO EUROCARGO 
 £11,000. It is in very good clean condition inside and 
out. Belly storage lockers all round, large on board 
generator and is fully wired for direct hook up. Front 
area is � tted with kitchen units, sink, fridge, and a 
microwave. Seating area also converts into two bunks. 
Please call 01245 360513 
 100482 

   LEYLAND CONSTRUCTOR 

 1986, Stood for 10 years. Cut off chassis and body to 
make a tipping farm trailer. The front remains for sale. 
Too good to scrap. Please call 07989350247 
 100275 

MERCEDES 814 7.5 TON RACE TRUCK

 1994, 580,000 miles, £8,500. sleeper cab, MoT August 
2020, 5 berth, fridge, cooker, � ush toilet, 6x4 metres 
gh awning, rear garage and can include silent Honda 
generator. Please call 07710 908190. 
 12713 

MORRIS DROPSIDE

 1968, 38,300 miles, £9,500 ONO. Petrol dropside 
lorry. Refurbished including stainless steel exhaust 
downgraded. Please call 07736 68362, Essex. 
 12637 
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VOLVO FH16 6X2

 1999, £9,750. LHD, well maintained unit and recent 
new brakes, radiator and batteries. Alloy wheels with 
mich tyres, carries RDF reg number and truck runs 
very well. Please call 07831 384253, Powys. 
 12334 

TRAILERS FOR SALE
 DYSON TRAILER 

 1940, £4,000 Ono. Rebuilt dyson turntable trailer. As 
new tyres, new metal mudguards, original drawbar 
new � at, old style tailboard with original slipper. 
Fatteners rear dyson signee and original style lights. 
Please call 01995 61202 or 07909 792303, Lancs. 
 12732 

 EARLY UNIGATE FRIDGE TRAILER 

 £500. Perfect for restoration. Please call 01832 
710033, Huntingdon. 
 12615 

 SCAMMELL SECTION 

 £1,500. Ex shell BP bitumen tank, classic Scammell 
product and ideal to go behind your MU or 
highwayman. Please call 01948 880870. 
 12085 

VOLVO F6 16

 1972, £5,000. Accident damage, 5 passengers, side 
corners, working until June 2019, MoT out in June 
2019. Engine, clutch, gearbox, took ABS, all very good 
condition. Please call 01827 880305, Warwicks. 
 12767 

VOLVO FH12

 1998, £4,150. Rare FH12 Mark 1 tag axle. Starts � rst 
time. New parts � tted. Original alloys. Chassis ready 
for shot blasting - Fuel tank, � fth wheel, side skirts and 
mudguards removed. Lack of time forces sale. Please 
call 07796 142654, Essex. 
 12739 

VOLVO FH12 3 AXLE

 2000, 650,000 miles, £8,000. Sleeper cab, sliding 5 
wheel, very good condition, two owners since new, new 
exhaust, tyres 75% and number plate included. Please 
call 07860 543827, Staffordshire. 
 12789 

RENAULT MAGNUM

 2005, £7,500. 3 axle mid lift with slider and tipping 
gear. Mack 440-480 engine chipped to 500 HP. Great 
value at £7,500. Anything in part exchange. Please call 
07860 237598, Aberdeen. 
 12521 

SCAMMELL HANDYMAN

 1970, £9,000. Tested until Feb 2020 to shed space. 
Very good condition and ready to show. Please call 
07774 005667, Lincolnshire. 
 12144 

   SHOWMANS LIVING VAN 

 POA. Has been stored inside. Hostess stove and 
original gas lamps. Please call 07909936470 
 100544 
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 TINSLEY TANDEM AXLE TRAILER 

 1988, £3,500. 24 1/2ft long, 8ft 2 1/2 wide, on air 
twist locks, tyres, � oor needs shall repair at front will 
be tested. Please call 01566 86824 or 07754 454239, 
Cornwall. 
 12735 

  PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
FOR SALE 

CAB AND CAB PARTS
 £POA. ERF E Series, Foden S80 - Foden Haulmaster - 
Foden 3000 Series. Dodge 50. Dodge High line. Ford 
Cargo, Leyland Road Runner, Leyland Freighter. Daf 45-
55-60-65-75-85.  Iveco ford translon cab shell. Please 
call 07774 799600. 
 12701 

  ERF LV AND A SERIES 
 £15-£20. Original A series cab seat, £15. Rear axle 
suspension rocker beam bushes and parts, £20. 3 x 
interaxle prop shafts, £15. A number of cam brake 
slack adjusters, 7” brake shoes, grilling brake shoes, 
adjusters and parts. Please call 01538 266215, Staffs. 
 12727 

   FODEN 4000 SERIES PARTS 
£30.  Steering mitre box, £30. 3 x u/j steering 
assemblies, £15 each. Steering column splined rod 
assembly, £20. 3 x hydraulic 2 speed 1300 axle half 
shafts, £25. 3 x 2 speed Eaton 1800 axle half shafts, 
£25 each. Please call 01538 266215, Staffs. 
 12725 

  FODEN HAULMASTER PARTS 
 £40-£50. Power steering box and mounting bolts and 
drop arm, £50. Fuller 9 speed gearbox 11609, back 
plate assembly with range change, £50. Cummins L10 
fuel pump, £50. 2 x 10 stud coned type steel super 
single wheels, £40. Please call 01538 266215, Staffs. 
 12726 

  FORD 1615 
 POA. Engine, 2 gear boxes, cab doors, interior trim, 
seats, illuminated headboard and other m19c parts. 
Please call 07836598208 
 100225 

   FORD D1614 PARTS 

 1965. Air compressor and turbo unit for Ford D Series 
D1614. Please call 01449741878 
 100580 

  LEYLAND REAR BRAKE SHOES 
 POA. With new linings. Please call 02083 974276, 
Surey. 
 12644 

  LEYLAND SCAMMELL PARTS 
 £5-£50. 14x680 injectors need servicing, £5. 2 x 10 
stud spigot type super single wheels, £20 each. Land 
Rover series 2 front axle, drag link, brake shoes and 
drums, £40. CAV alternator reversible rotation, £50. 
Please call 01538 266215, Staffs. 
 12728 

 SEDDON ATKINSON STRATO T3 PARTS 

 £20-£100. N/S door, £100. Side wicker doors, £20. 
Also various other parts. Please call 07793 221001, 
West Yorkshire. 
 12721 

   THAMES TRADER PARTS 
 £1,500. Large quantity of parts available for sale. 
Please call 01245 360513 
 100484 

   KVA GENERATOR 

 £2,500. 250 KVA Pet Bow Generator, 8 cylinder turbo, 
Rolls Royce engine and good runner. Please call 
07939163712 
 100021 

  MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 
  FODEN CORGI CLASSIC 8 WHEELER FODEN 
MILK TANKER  

 £25. Milk board tank decals, limited edition, with 
certi� cate and small booklet. Immaculate mint and 
boxed. Other die cast available. Please call 01744 
637052 
 100474 

   IVECO MAGIRUS DEUTZ LORRY MODEL 

 1981, £25. Flat lorry model with tilt cab, etc. No box. 
Post and packaging extra. Please call 07791539355 
 100217 

  VOLVO P 1800’S BOX OF PARTS 

 POA. Speedo, brake pads, rear no plate unit dynamo, 
hub cap beam unit exhaust trims. Please call 07916 
797613. 
 12662 

  WELDING AND COMPRESSOR 

 POA. Oxy/acetalyne Welding kit mid size bottles, 
gauges new hoses gun, blow back,trolley,large air 
tank,Comp motor and pump, wall mount retractable air 
hose. Please call 07916 797613. 
 12661 

  PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
WANTED 

  BEDFORD GEARBOX 
 POA. Bedford 5 speed gearbox from TK or TL. For a 220 
diesel, J type project. Please call 07802695218 
 100506 

   BEDFORD K TYPE 
 POA. SWB single wheel rear axle mudguards, front 
grille centre chrome strip for Bedford K type any 
condition considered. Please call 07886921673 
 100541 
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TRUCKCLASSIC

The champions in red!
They were two of the most aspirational 
trucks of the late 1980s – the Volvo F16 
and Scania R143. Andy Davies owns one 
of each of these Swedish classics!

Plus: 
�Q��Ten out of ten! Gibbs Of Fraserburgh’s 
iconic livery graced ten Scania 113s – 
John Henderson looks back at their lives.
�Q��Three Greek Stars: A Greek operator 
still uses three Mercedes SKs for his daily 
work; Paul O’Callaghan has the story. 
�Q��Skulking round scrapyards: Some 
archive picture of working trucks in 
railway scrapyards.




