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everything in, was all that was required.

Now that the lower wing was safely secured,
the tops were slipped into place with little e! ort
and a small bead of Mr Surfacer was all that was
needed along the leading edge of the wing at
the inboard portion. This was caused by the roof
of the wheel well to be slightly too high, but as
the whole wing root lined up well along the
fuselage it was better to use the " ller where
access was easy and without destroying any
engraved fuselage detail. The canon inserts were
left out, as they are solid plastic parts. The holes
in the wing were then " lled with small sections
of brass tubing to represent the open barrels.

The #ight controls are all provided as separate
parts split horizontally into top and bottom
sections.

These were built up and added to the model
with the wing #aps deployed, the elevators
de#ected and the ailerons in a neutral pose. The

rudder is the only exception as this is moulded
integrally with the vertical " n again in a neutral
position. 

All that was left to do was add the clear wing
tip position lamps to their respective cut-outs.
The " t was not that great here, so the parts were
super glued in place and sanded to match the
contour of the wing, the model was quickly
coming together and nearing the painting
stages at this point.

Primer Coat?

With the major part of the construction now
completed, the model was given a few light
coats of A.K. Interactive Grey Filler primer and
left for a couple of hours to dry. On inspection a
few small build defects were corrected the
biggest being a seam line down the spine of the
fuselage.

This required some rework to correct, so the
area was masked o!  to protect the surrounding
rivet detail before an application of Mr Surfacer
500. While this was drying, work on the wing tip
lamps resumed, they were polished back to a
clear " nish and masked for another primer coat.
The fuselage seam was then sanded and
polished and the model given a " nal primer coat
and check before paint.

With a natural metal " nish, the surface
preparation needs to be spot on, as any
imperfections will seemingly be magni" ed
under the silver paintwork. With this in mind, the
model was wet sanded with 12000-grade
micromesh to polish the primer to a smooth
glass like " nish. Using Alclad Duraluminium a
basic all-over metallic " nish was laid down. Thin
coats, built up over time with a low-pressure
setting, gave best results. The model was then
left to dry overnight before the remainder of the
colour scheme was added.

Using a medium 
dual sander ! rst, 
the joint was 
removedÉ

Éthen polished with 
a polishing /weathering

stick for a gloss ! nish to the
plastic.

Work then deviated from
the instruction booklet

for the lower wing
section.

This was added 
to the model ! rst so 
that the joints could be 
made good from the 
inside if needed.

Everything
lined up well
and no ! ller
was needed.

A
small
amount of
! ller was
needed
along the
leading edge of the wing, as a slight gap
was present, partly due to the roof of the wheel well.
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A Splash of Colour!

I decided as soon as I received the review
model, that the option on the box top,
representing a colourful Texas Air Nation Guard
airframe was the desired option for this build.
This meant a little work in masking up and
painting the red and yellow areas around the
airframe. The rudder was masked, before a white
primer coat was added, then it was painted
yellow. The masking was then removed, and the
red areas masked and sprayed. The drop tanks
were built up and painted red for a bit of visual
satisfaction and artistic licence. The spinner and
back plate were also tacked together to ensure a
good clean ! t and painted while the red was in

the airbrush colour cup. With the red now
completed the masking was removed, the Olive
Drab antiglare panel and black areas around
each exhaust stack were painted.

The remaining areas of natural metal now
looked stark against the contrasting red so some
of the upper wing panels and lower engine cowl
areas were masked and shaded with Alclad Steel
to add a little variation in tone.

Decals

Four decal options are included with the kit
and o" er some attractive colour schemes:

1. P-51 H 44-64561 182nd FBS Texas ANG 1953
(depicted in this review)

2. P-51 H 44-64347 101st FIS Massachusetts ANG
1951 

3. P-51 H 4464351 133rd FIS New Hampshire
ANG

4. P-51 H KN987 RAF 1945

Out of all the options, the second one is
probably the most attractive and masks are
provided for the yellow outlined areas
facilitating the modeller with the yellow paint
scheme, if natural metal is not your thing then
the last option in RAF Camou#age is a good bet.

With a little trepidation, the decal process
began, as the kit is clearly a limited run o" ering
there was some initial concern on how the
markings would behave when the time came to
apply them.

With the wing upper
surfaces in place, the
control surfaces could be
added.

The clear wing
tip lamps didnÕt
! t too well, so
were added with
superglue and
sanded to match the
contour of the wing,
then polished back to a
shine

Some remedial seam
work was needed on the
fuselage spine.

A little Mr Surfacer helped with
the joints on the tail planes, the
elevators were added
de" ected.

The model sat
ready for the
Alclad metal
! nish.

The rudder was
masked before the
yellow was applied.
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Whilst they seamed
impervious to any of the
decals setting solutions on the
workbench, which was a little
frustrating considering the
amount of surface detail, they
took some coaxing to snuggle
down over the raised areas

they covered on the

wing.
Carrier
! lm is

minimal
and canÕt

be seen on
the model

once the marking
had been applied. No issues were noted and
with care, the markings were applied to one area

of the model at a time until it was completed.

Once all the markings had fully dried, the
modelÕs surface was checked for watermarks and
errant ! ngerprints before the application of a
gloss coat to seal the markings in.

Final Assembly
The model so far had been relatively issue-

free during construction and to
some extent didnÕt live up to the
stigma, that is sometimes bestowed
upon limited or short-run kits.
However, when it came to ! tting the
canopy, the front of the open section
did not want to ! t that well over the
coaming, but the closed version was
a lot better. It still left a small
unsightly gap in front of the
windscreen that was now going to
be di" cult to work on, given the
modelÕs more or less ! nished state.

With the canopy painted and
attached to the model with Gator

Grip Model Glue the surrounding area in front of
the windscreen was masked to reduce the
damage in the area the work was to be carried
out.

The windscreen and front nose section were
sanded and blended into each other, using a
! ne grade sanding sponge, taking real care not
to sand through the masking tape and damage
the clear parts underneath. Then small amounts
of Gator Grip were worked into the seam over

Once dry the masking
was removed and work
started on the red areas

Some metallic shading
was carried out on the
upper wings to add
interest

The propeller
tips masked,
ready to be
painted
yellow.

Decals
being
added

Undercarriage and
wheels where
prepared before
being added to the
model
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time
to ! ll the area before another
application of primer and Olive
Drab. Therefore, lesson
learnt, always check
the ! t of the clear
parts! No matter

how good the build has been to
that point.

The undercarriage is well-detailed and is in
scale, so looked to be quite delicate until placed
on the model. The gear legs were painted in
aluminium and given an oil wash to bring out
some of the detail.

Brake lines were provided on the etched fret,
but these were " at so new ones were fabricated
from heat stretched sprue. The propeller tips
were painted yellow and the assembly glued on
to the nose of the model.

Before a ! nal coat of varnish was applied, the
model was given an overall wash of Flory Models
Dark Dirt. This was slapped over the whole
model and allowed to fully dry before being
removed with a damp bit of Kitchen paper.
Some localised staining was added with the
same thin oil wash as used on the undercarriage
and blended into the areas around the wing
access panels and " aps. Two spine-mounted
aerials were added to ! nish the construction
phase. All that was left to do now was add a ! nal
satin varnish to the model, when that canopy
issue came back with a vengeance. The canopy
was masked up so not to be over sprayed by the
Satin varnish and upon its removal a small
amount of the PVA glue that had been used as

! ller was lifted out of the seam leaving a
small gap. Not action was taken at this

late stage of the model and the
model was declared ! nished and

taken to the photo studio.

Final Thoughts
The major issue during this build was the

canopy, this was entirely of my own doing,
having been lulled into a false sense of security
by the excellent ! t of the parts
during construction, I broke
my

own golden rule of test ! tting
everything, and paid the price.

Its really not worth cutting corners as in the
long run it inevitably caused more work and
time than it would have saved. If the ! t had been
checked at the correct stage of the build, prior to
primer the small ! t issue could have very easily
been recti! ed with minimal e#ort.

With that out the way, for a self-proclaimed
short run kit the build and level of detail is great,
and with an interesting, set of markings a great
overall package. The inclusion of the masks and
photo etch set are a great addition.

Until now, Modelsvit has never shown on my
radar but in the future, I will look at their releases
with a di#erent view. 

Recommended to any modeller with a few
builds under their belts, as some modelling skills
will be needed to work with the etched metal
etc. The build was rewarding and results worth
the e#ort put in with a very interesting and
colourful model added to the display.

Until next timeÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.

Rick Greenwood 

The completed
underside with the gear
and drop tanks in place









AIRCRAFT IN PROFILE

Gladiator Mk. I, K6145 of No. 3 Squadron, Kenley, 1937. Aircraft ! nished in Silver
! nish with squadron markings painted in Green on fuselage sides and top wing.
Serials in Black, outlined in Silver on the fuselage.

Gladiator Mk. I, K7985 of No. 73 Squadron, Digby, 1937. Standard Silver ! nish.
Squadron markings on fuselage and upper wing painted in Blue and Yellow. Serials
in Black

Gladiator Mk. I, K6142 of No. 72 Squadron, Church Fenton, 1937. Aircraft ! nished in
Silver ! nish. Squadron markings painted in Blue and Red on fuselage sides and
upper wing. Serial in Black repeated under the wings. Wheel hubs in Red.

Gladiator Mk. I, K7903 of No. 80 Squadron, Egypt, March 1940.
Aircraft ! nished in Silver ! nish. Flight colour  - Red - on ! n and
wheel discs. Serial in Black repeated under the wings.



AIRCRAFT IN PROFILE

Gladiator Mk. I, FZ-O of No. 65 Squadron, 1939. Aircraft ! nished in Dark Green and
Dark Earth topsides. Undersides in Black and White divided in aircraft centerline.
Note unpainted ailerons and overpainted serials.

Gladiator Mk. I, RT-E, K6135 of No. 112 Squadron, 1940. Aircraft ! nished in Dark Green and
Dark Earth topsides. Undersides of port wings in Black, starboard wings painted in White.
Medium Grey codes, serials in White.

Gladiator Mk. I, YK-O, L8011 of No. 80 Squadron, " own by Flt/Lt T. Pattle. Aircraft
! nished in Dark Green and Dark Earth topsides. Undersides divided in Black, and
White. White codes, serials in Black.

Gladiator Mk. I trop, GK-Z of No. 80 Squadron, Egypt 1940. Aircraft
! nished in Dark Green and Dark Earth topsides. Black and White
undersides of fuselage and lower wings only. Codes probably in White,
fuselage roundel toned down.
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Gladiator Mk. I, White 2902 of Chinese Air Force, 1937 - 38.
Aircraft ! nished in Dark Green overall.

A IRCRAFT IN PROFILE

Gladiator Mk. I, White 32,  of No. 1 Escadrille, Belgian Royal Air Force, 1939.
Khaki Green upper surfaces and Aluminium dope under surfaces.

Gladiator Mk. I, Black 421, Haerens Flybevaben, " own by Per Waaler, Oslo 1940.
Aircraft ! nished in Silver ! nish. This Gladiator Mk.I was the last surviving
Norwegian ! ghter

Gladiator Mk. I, Black 433, Haerens Flybevaben, Norway 1940. 
Aircraft in Silver ! nish with Dark Earth stripes. Serial painted in Black.



AIRCRAFT IN PROFILE

Gladiator Mk. I, 114 of Latvian Air Force, 1937. Dark Green on upper surfaces,
Silver dope undersurfaces. Number 114 painted in Black, outlined in White.

Gladiator Mk. I, G-704,  of No. 5.naikintuvu eskadrile (5th ! ghter squadron),
Karo Aviacija, Zoliai air! eld, 1939. Aircraft in Green similar to German RLM 02
overall, wing struts painted in Black.

Gladiator Mk. I, " 187, 21 Mira Dioxeos, #own by Cpt.Anastasios Bardivilias,
Greece, March 1941.Oslo 1940. Aircraft ! nished in original RAF shadow
scheme, undersurfaces probably in Light Grey.

Gladiator Mk. I, NJ+BO, ErgGr 1, Luftwa$e. Aircraft in RLM 02 overall,
engine cowling painted in Dark Green. German serial in White on the ! n.



Gladiator Mk. I, K6142 of No.
72 Squadron, Church
Fenton, 1937. Aircraft
! nished in Silver ! nish.
Squadron markings painted
in Blue and Red on fuselage
sides and upper wing. 
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Gladiator Mk. I, YK-O, L8011
of No. 80 Squadron, " own
by Flt/Lt T. Pattle. Aircraft
! nished in Dark Green and
Dark Earth topsides.  

Gladiator Mk. I, White 2902
of Chinese Air Force, 1937 -
38. Aircraft ! nished in Dark
Green overall.

Gladiator Mk. I, Black 421,
Haerens Flybevaben, " own
by Per Waaler, Oslo 1940.
Aircraft ! nished in Silver
! nish. This Gladiator Mk.I
was the last surviving
Norwegian ! ghter.

Gladiator Mk. I, White 32,  of
No. 1 Escadrille, Belgian
Royal Air Force, 1939. Khaki
Green upper surfaces and
Aluminium dope under
surfaces.
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color. If you take a closer look, you can see
that various sheet metal joints are lighter,
others turn darker, this is the result of the
addition of gray, white or even blue oil
paints to the highly diluted broth. 

As usual, I use Mr.Metal Primer from
Gunze as the basis for the decals, which has
a good sheen. This is also applied after the
decals have been attached to protect them
from further work 
(Figure 22). The previous steps are now also
applied to the decals to adapt them to the
wear and tear of the paintwork. After
another undiluted protective lacquer in
semi-matt from Alclad, further signs of wear
can now be shown. Starting with the usual
washing of the panel joints with
subsequent bleaching of the sheets,
using light oil paints to make oil
streaks, traces of wear, and dust, this step is
the most important for me to be able to
realistically represent a model. Patience and
previous attempts are

essential to ultimately achieve a result that
the model builder likes. Since tastes are
di! erent, everyone has to decide for
themselves how far they are willing to go, so
I do not want to give any guidelines here on
how it must be carried out (Figure 23). After
attaching all small parts as well as
undercarriage, propellers and rockets, the
construction of this dreaded " ghter-bomber
is completed (Figure 24).

Conclusion
Eduard's reissue of the Hawker Typhoon

Mk.Ib Bubbletop with added etching and
resin parts as well as new decals 
from Cartograph enables the construction of
an absolute eye catcher of an aircraft, which
developed into a notorious ground-attack
aircraft during the course of the Second
World War. With a little adjustment work,
this kit can produce a result that can
certainly keep up with the kits of today's
productions. You should never
underestimate the "old" kits, because there
are still a lot of possibilities in them. That's
why I'm personally always happy about such
reissues, including Eduard's in-house
accessories.

Oliver Peissl
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A Calendar of Upcoming Events in the Modelling World

The Big Show

Email the Editor to have your event included
in our listings!

March 2020

Yeovil Model Show 21st March Bucklers
Mead Academy, Yeovil BA21 4NH Ð
Guideline Publications will be attending
with our latest magazines and books

Southern Expo 28th & 29th March
Hornchurch Sports Centre Hornchurch
RM11 1JU www.southernexpo.co.uk
Guideline Publications will be attending
with our latest magazines and books

London Toy Soldier Show 28th March
Haverstock School, Camden  NW3 2BQ
full details www.toysoldierdshow.co.uk
Guideline Publications will be attending
with our latest magazines and books

29th Ð Heritagecon, Canadian Warplane
Heritage Museum, Ontario, Canada 

28th -29th March Ð Euro Model Expo
EME, Emslandhallen Lingen, Lingen,
Germany 49808
www.euromodelexpo.jimdo.com/

April 2020

5th Shropshire Scale Modellers 2020
Model Show, Royal Airforce Museum
Cosford  TF11 8UP.
http://www.shropmodels.org.uk/ 

17-18th April Modely Exhibition PVA
Expo Prague 9 www.vystavamodely.czc
Guideline Publications will be attending
with our latest magazines and books

17th - 19th Ð Asociacion Modelista
Torrent, C/ General Urrutia, 67 Esc. 1-9 Ð
46013 Valencia www.amttorrent.org

Scottish Nationals 24-26th April The
Live Active Dewars Centre Perth PH2
0TH www.scotnats.org Guideline
Publications will be attending with our
latest magazines and books

18th/ 19th IX WROC! AW MODEL SHOW
2020  AIR SCIENCE PLANT, Wroclaw,
Poland
https://www.wroclawmodelshow.pl/

18th Ð IPMS Seattle Spring Show,
Renton, WA 98057, USA http://ipms-
seattle.org/springshow/

18th IPMS Northern Virginia Model
Classic, Fairfax High School, Fairfax, VA,
USA  https://www.novaipms.org/

25th/26th MosonShow,
Mosonmagyarovar, Hungary,
https://www.facebook.com/Mosonshow/

May 2020

3rd - Tangmere IPMS, Tangmere Military
Aviation Museum Tangmers, Nr
Chichester PO20 2ES  www.tangmere-
museum.com

10th May Model Kraft, Marshall Arena,
Milton Keynes, Stadium Way MK1 1ST
Guideline Publications will be attending
with our latest magazines

30th - IPMS Salisbury, Wyvern College
Sports Hall, Laverstock, Salisbury  SP1
1RE www.ipmssalisbury.co.uk

June 2020

7th - Northern Model Show, The Parks
Sports Centre, Howden Road, North
Shields NE29 6TL

Elstree Model Show 14th June The
Allum and Manor House, Elstree WD6
3PJ Guideline Publications will be
attending with our latest magazines
and books

London Toy Soldier Show 27th June
Haverstock School, Camden  NW3 2BQ
full details www.toysoldiershow.co.uk
Guideline Publications will be attending
with our latest magazines and books

Kit Saloon Nymburk, 27th - Lysa nad
Labem Exhibition Ground, Hall C, Gate
South, Masarykova street 1727 Lysa nad
Labem, 289 22 Czech Republic
Guideline Publications will be attending
with our latest magazines

July 2020

3/4/5th - World Expo 2020 Ð NH
Koningshof, Eindhoven, Netherlands.
www.wme2020.comGuideline
Publications will be attending with our
latest magazines and books

4th Hailsham & District Scale Model
Club NEW VENUE Sovereign Harbour
Community Centre Eastbourne  BN23
6DW www.hailsham-district-scale-
model-club.org

26th The Essex Modellers' Show,
Hannakins Farm Community Centre,
Billericay, Essex CM12 0SZ 
contact  wi! esnoop@yahoo.co.uk

29th to August 1st Ð US IPMS Nationals,
San Marcos Convention Centre, San
Marcos, Texas
http://www.nats2020.com/ Guideline
Publications will be attending with our
latest magazines and books

August 2020

4th IPMS Avon, Thornbury Leisure
Centre, Thornbury South
Gloucestershire  
BS35 3JB  www.ipmsavon.org.uk 

14-16 Riga Model Show,  Latvian War
museum, Riga. 
web: www.ipmslatvia.org

September

Euro Militare 19th & 20th September
Leas Cli"  Hall Folkstone CT20 2DZ
www.eurominiatureexpo.co.uk
Guideline Publications will be attending
with our latest magazines and books

26th Ð Scale Scotland, BT Murray#eld
Arena, Edinburgh, EH12
5PJwww.scalescotland.co.uk/

26th Ð eDay 2020 Lys‡ nad Labem, near
Prague, Czech Republic www.eday.cz
Guideline Publications will be attending

October

3rd - Abingdon IPMS Model Show,
Larkmead School, Abingdon  OX14
1BBwww.abingdonipms.co.uk

November 2020

IPMS UK Nationals Scale Model World
Telford TF3 4JH 7th Ð 8th November
www.ipmsuk.org Guideline Publications
will be attending with our latest
magazines and books

December 2020

London Toy Soldier Show 5th
December Haverstock School, Camden
NW3 2BQ full details
www.toysoldierdshow.co.uk Guideline
Publications will be attending with our
latest magazines and books

London Plastic Modelling Show 6th
December 2020 Haverstock Hill School
Camden NW3 2BQ Club stands and
Traders all welcome contact
tom@guidelinepublications.co.ukto
book your trade or club stand full
details
http://www.londonplasticmodellingshow
.co.uk/

Guideline Publications will be attending
with our latest magazines and books


















