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Let’s face it … conventional media out-
lets are banning the kind of information 
freedom-loving Americans have enjoyed 
for years. That’s why we’ve stepped up 
to the plate and created a resource for 
everything firearms — RECOILtv. Just as 
RECOIL magazine made a name for itself 
giving you the no-holds-barred insight on 
firearms, we’re bringing that same trusted 
expertise to video. From testing the latest 
guns, giving in-depth product reviews and 
expert tutorials, showing you some top-
notch vehicles, user-generated content, 
and lots more, RECOILtv is the premier 
authority for the content you want and 
deserve. As the world of political correct-
ness slowly censors current online infor-
mational choices out of existence, RE-
COILtv will be there to give you the scoop 
on what you can’t find anywhere else. 

 sigsauer.com

WATCH  AT RECOILWEB.COM
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 FIREARM SAFETY IS TOP PRIORITY  

RECOIL reminds you to be safe and always obey firearms safety rules:
1. Treat every gun as if it were loaded.
2. Always keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.
3. Keep your finger off the trigger until ready to fire.
4. Be aware of your target’s foreground and background.
All contents in RECOIL Magazine are professionally photographed in a 
closed studio or range. Do not attempt to re-create any photographs 
depicted in this magazine.

RECOIL (USPS 013-320), March/April 2019; Number 41, is published 
bimonthly by TEN: Publishing Media, LLC 1212 Avenue of the Americas, 18th 
Floor, New York, NY 10036. Copyright © 2019 by TEN: Publishing Media, 
LLC. All Rights Reserved. Periodicals Postage Paid at New York, NY, and at 
additional mail offices. Subscriptions U.S. and U.S. Possessions: $49.97 per 
year (6 issues); Canadian, $55.97, Foreign, $61.97 (including surface mail 
postage). Payment in advance. U.S. funds only. POSTMASTER: Send all UAA 
to CFS. (See DMM 707.4.12.5): NON-POSTAL AND MILITARY FACILITIES: send 
address changes to RECOIL, P.O. Box 420235, Palm Coast, FL 32142-0235. 
Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery of first issue. No part of this book may 
be reproduced without written permission. This book is purchased with the 
understanding that the information presented herein is from many varied 
sources for which there can be no warranty or responsibility by the publisher 
as to accuracy or completeness.

 PRODUCT DISCLAIMER 

Prices and details for items featured in RECOIL are set by the manu-
facturers and retailers, and are subject to change without notice.

Throughout this 
issue you will see 
certain images 

are labeled as being 1:1 Actu-
al Size. This designation is for 
the print edition of this issue. 
Because of the various screen 
sizes on different tablets 
and computers, we cannot 
always provide actual life size 
images in digital versions. We 
apologize if this causes any 
confusion and thank you for 
your understanding.
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-An industry-first pack, built almost exclusively as 
lightweight/thermoformed shell protecting optics, 
electronics, ammo, etc. With minor exterior molle 
for accessories while remaining covert.

-Shell is a stiff platform with steel gromets for 
anchoring signal lights, tie downs, axes, rifles etc. 
w/ our exclusive elastomeric Hardpoint™ system.

-Interior has photography-type padded modular 
divider bay, a laptop/ccw/hydration molded back-pad, a 
tool/office organizer, a file folder, laser-cut molle panel, a 
tablet/laptop/ccw sleeve, and the inside shell is laminated with 
trico for velcro holsters, pouches etc. And much more!

§R by:



1. PILLBOX™ Thermocap Photo-CCW Pack

2. M.P.C.™ Multi-Pistol Carrier

3. PONCHO VILLA™ Technical Softshell Poncho

4. PLAN-B™ ‘17 Go-Bag Thermo-Cap Sling

5. NEW GRAYMAN™ GRILL™ Urban Version Pack

6. Grill™ Photo/CCW Hard-Molle Pack

7. HEAVY WATER DIVER® w/ NEW Ti BRACELET

8. FREELANCE™ DRONE EDITION Photo Sling

9. BATTLE AXE™ Covert Guitar-Style Rifle Case



 5  HOLSTER 
MAKE: 

G Code
MODEL: 

XST RTI Kydex Holster 
MSRP:

$70
URL: 

www.tactical 
holsters.com
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 4  MACHINE GUN 
MAKE: 

SIG SAUER 
MODEL: 

SLMAG
MSRP:

N/A
URL: 

www.sigsauer.com 

 1  PISTOL 
MAKE: 

Shadow Systems
MODEL: 

Shadow Systems SS9F 
Full Size 9mm Pistol 
MSRP:

$1,249
URL: 

shadowsystemscorp.com

 2  PLATE CARRIER 
MAKE: 

TYR Tactical
MODEL: 

PICO-DS Assaulters 
Plate Carrier
MSRP:

$446
URL: 

www.tyrtactical.com

 3  BELT 
MAKE: 

TYR Tactical
MODEL: 

Gunfighter Modular 
Assaulters Belt - MAB
MSRP:

$170
URL: 

www.tyrtactical.com

P
H
O
T
O
 
B
Y
 
S
T
R
A
I
G
H
T
 8

ON THE COVER

10

R
E

C
O

I
L

W
E

B
.

C
O

M
I

S
S

U
E

 
4

1



 9  WATCH 
MAKE: 

Sangin Instruments 
MODEL: 

Atlas
MSRP:

$450
URL: 

sangininstruments.com

 7  WEAPON LIGHT
MAKE: 

SureFire
MODEL: 

XVL2 
MSRP:

$1,349
URL: 

surefire.com

 6  SUPPRESSOR 
MAKE: 

SureFire
MODEL: 

Ryder 9Ti2 
MSRP:

$849
URL: 

surefire.com

 11  JACKET 
MAKE: 

Atlas Standard  
MODEL: 

Circuit Moto 
MSRP:

TBD
URL: 

www.cryeprecision.com

 10  RIFLE 
MAKE: 

Maxim Defense 
MODEL: 

PDX
MSRP:

$2,299
URL: 

www.maximdefense.com

 8  PISTOL 
MAKE: 

Grey Ghost Precision 
MODEL: 

GGP Combat Pistol
MSRP:

$1,349
URL: 

greyghostprecision.com
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W H A T  A L L  G U N S  S H O U L D  B E
T M

MADE IN

AMERICA
(888) 243-4522
KIMBERAMERICA.COM

D E T A I L

O R I E N T E D
K H X  1 9 1 1 s . 

AVA I L A B L E  I N  9 M M  A N D  . 4 5 A C P

LEARN MORE AT K IMBERAMERICA.COM

©2018, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and specifi cations are for reference only and subject to change without notice.



14

R
E

C
O

I
L

W
E

B
.

C
O

M
I

S
S

U
E

 
4
1

To mark the start of the new year, we always try and do 

something a bit different with the cover of RECOIL. Because 

we wound up with so much interesting kit, the decision as 

to what gun to feature front and center caused much  

heated debate among the team — should we go for SIG’s 

new medium machine gun that’s lighter than a 240B, but 

can rain down hate from 2,000 meters away? Or should it 

be the groundbreaking PDW from Maxim Defense, which 

can reliably unleash x39 projectiles from a diminutive AR-

style platform? 

In the end, the choice was simple. Use both. In doing so, 

our senior art director came up with yet another collectible 

design, and it’s your call as to which one you prefer.  

To celebrate turning a page in the calendar, we’ve put to-

gether what may be the best edition of RECOIL yet, packed 

with the kind of wide-reaching and hard-hitting articles you 

can’t get anywhere else. Take for example world-renowned 

author Robert Young Pelton’s piece on the multiyear 

campaign to degrade the capabilities of Daesh, writ-

ten from the perspective of a journalist with first-hand 

knowledge and front-line sources. There’s also a slew 

of exclusive first looks, at firearms and accessories 

ranging from the mundane to the exotic, including 

belt-feds and shorties that, somehow, Santa forgot to 

leave under my tree. 

Of course, this being January, we’ll be continuing 

our instant tradition of providing the very best SHOT 

Show coverage. Look for wall-to-wall reporting on 

RECOILweb, RECOILtv, Instagram, and Facebook, 

starting Monday, January 21, and quite possibly a 

day or two before that, depending on when we can 

leak some of the cool stuff we’ve been sworn to se-

crecy about. Either way, it’ll be fun, hectic, snarky, 

and as comprehensive as we can make it.

So long as we can convince our servants in 

Washington not to do anything stupid regarding the 

Second Amendment (tall order, I know), then 2019 is 

already shaping up to be a good year for firearms own-

ers, and we look forward to bringing you the very best 

content, no matter what medium you prefer.
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1
Leica’s latest rangefinder 

combines the cleanest lens 

we’ve seen in a 7x magnification 

rangefinder with a 2,000-plus 

meter range and a tough, yet compact 

housing. We observed zero tint and 

excellent contrast that grabbed details 

out of the shadowy underbrush. We 

easily ranged tree lines and other terrain 

features out to 2,200 yards and a quick 

aiming evaluation showed the laser in 

perfect alignment with the unit’s crisp 

circular reticle when picking out smaller 

items of interest from 500 to 900 yards. 

This isn’t a range queen, so Leica 

hardened the 2400-R with a magnesium 

chassis, a submersible, carbon-fiber-

reinforced housing. The unit offers line of 

sight or angle-compensated ranges with 

one-decimal fidelity out to 200 yards and 

a scan mode that returns ranges in half-

second intervals.

MAKE:

Leica
MODEL:

Rangemaster CRF 2400-R
WEIGHT:

6.5 ounces
MSRP:

$499
URL:

us.leica-camera.com

4
Leupold adds a new twist to 

the red dot market with its 

Freedom RDS. One version 

of the sight features a bullet 

drop compensation elevation turret 

calibrated for 55-grain .223 Remington 

cartridges and a 1 MOA aiming dot that 

work together to enable more precise 

aiming at longer distances than other red 

dot sights. The less expensive version 

retains the 1 MOA dot size, but has 

capped elevation and windage turrets for 

traditional set-and-forget operation. Both 

versions run ¼ MOA clicks and include an 

AR height, 34mm Picatinny rail mount. 

The sight also features motion sensing 

power management and are waterproof, 

fog-proof, and guaranteed for life.

MAKE:

Leupold
MODEL:

Freedom Red Dot Sight
MSRP:

$390-$455
URL:

www.leupold.com

2
Law Tactical’s ARIC, short for 

AR Internal Carrier, is a drop-

in bolt carrier replacement 

that lets your Law Tactical 

Gen 3 folding stock adapter-equipped 

AR run normally with the stock folded 

up. The dual sprung recoil system and 

abbreviated bolt carrier mate with the 

company’s folding stock system to retain 

the entire bolt carrier group and recoil 

system forward of the buffer extension 

tube. To ensure reliability, and to keep 

the price down, the ARIC uses your 

existing bolt, cam pin, firing pin, and 

retaining pin. The resulting gun runs 

without modification of the gas system 

thanks to some internal wizardry. Law 

says the system was tested extensively 

with .223/5.56/300 AAC calibers, includ-

ing more than 10,000 rounds through an 

unaltered, suppressed Mk18 rifle. 

MAKE:

Law Tactical
MODEL:

ARIC System
MSRP: 

TBD (approx. $369)
URL:

www.lawtactical.com
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3
Tight. Tight. Tight. That’s 

the only way to describe 

the fit on GGP’s new billet 

AR receiver sets. The parts 

are made from 7075-T6 billet and 

the machining is held to subatomic 

tolerances. Both the Light (AR-15) 

and Heavy (AR-10) versions feature 

ambidextrous bolt releases, flared 

magwells, integrated trigger guards, 

and nylon-tipped tension screws under 

the grip to fine tune the upper-to-lower 

fit. The Heavy follows the DPMS large 

frame AR pattern for compatibility with 

a wide range of components. We’ve 

been running GGP’s 6.5CM Grim rifle 

built on the Heavy set and based on 

our experience, we have no reserva-

tions recommending a build based on 

these receivers.

MAKE:

Grey Ghost Precision
MODEL:

MkII Billet AR Receiver Sets
MSRP:

$399-$595
URL:

www.greyghostprecision.com

3

1

2
4





8
What do you get when you 

combine a butcher knife, 

a straight razor, and a 

pocketknife? We don’t know, 

but it certainly won’t be as cool as the 

Gerber FlatIron. This folding knife features 

a Wharcliffe 3.8-inch blade made of 

7Cr17Mov stainless steel and a large, 

oval-shaped thumbhole for one-handed 

opening. It’s attached to a textured gray 

aluminum frame-lock handle that has 

a stubby low-profile pocket clip. (A G10 

scale in desert tan is also available for an 

additional $5.) Despite the blade not hav-

ing much of a point and the innate nature 

of frame-locks making it difficult to open 

the blade for those with medium to small 

hands, the FlatIron is an outside-the-box 

design that could fit your EDC needs if 

you’re looking for something sharp, fresh, 

and affordable.

MAKE:

Gerber Gear
MODEL:

FlatIron
MSRP:

$37
URL:

www.gerbergear.com

6
There’s no telling how your 

day’s gonna go, but there’s 

a good chance you’ll be 

ready to tread wherever it 

takes you with Danner’s lightweight, 

waterproof duty boot. The Full Bore is a 

boot that’s barely heavier than a sneaker 

but a helluva lot burlier with a full-grain 

leather and water-resistant mesh upper. 

The nylon shank adds stability and the 

Vibram Fuga sole sounds weird, but it 

grips the ground like Air Jordan’s stick to 

a polyurethaned basketball court. Danner 

uses air mesh where it can to keep air 

moving so the foot rot doesn’t set in. The 

total package offers a good mixture of 

durability and agility, making it an ideal 

boot for tactical pursuits

MAKE:

Danner
MODEL:

Full Bore
COLORS:

Black, Coyote
MSRP:

$149
URL:

www.danner.com

5
We all love high-speed training 

with our polymer pistols. Rack-

ing slides, mag dumps, quick 

reloads — there’s nothing 

quite like it. But that doesn’t mean we 

don’t fancy a wheelgun every now and 

then. They’re accurate, low-maintenance, 

and every bit as powerful as their semi-

auto siblings. Grizzly Cartridge Co. makes 

all sorts of revolver ammo, including the 

.45 Colt +P. These 300-grain bonded 

core flat point rounds have a velocity of 

1,225 feet per second and come 20 in a 

box. They’re compatible with large frame 

wheelguns like the Blackhawk and pre-

2005 Vaquero, as well as modern Model 

1892 lever-actions and all Winchester 

and Marlin 1894s.

MAKE:

Grizzly Cartridge Co.
MODEL:

.45 Colt +P 300-grain BCFP
MSRP:

$30 per box of 20
URL:

www.grizzlycartridge.com

7
Trayvax was among the first 

to create minimalist wallets 

that exploded the traditional 

leader bifold and trifold wal-

lets that your granddaddy and daddy 

used. The company’s Armored Summit 

continues this modern wave. Similar to its 

original design, this model features two 

heat-resistant steel plates that offer RFID 

protection while conveniently sandwiching 

up to seven cards and five bills in a slim 

package. The plates feature a melonite 

finish for increased durability, an inte-

grated money clip, a built-in bottle opener, 

and an attachment point, and they’re held 

together tightly by 1-inch Mil-spec nylon 

webbing. It’s made in the USA and comes 

with a 65-year heirloom warranty. 

MAKE:

Trayvax
MODEL:

Armored Summit
MSRP:

$33
URL:

www.trayvax.com
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10
The silencer experts at TBAC 

enter the bipod market with 

a product that appeals to 

competitive and military 

precision shooters. Clearly, speed of em-

ployment and ruggedness were at the top 

of the TBAC bipod’s design brief. The legs 

snap open to 90 degrees by simply pulling 

them into position. Each leg has a second, 

45-degree forward position accessed by 

buttons on the inside of the leg hinge. 

Swapping from the included rubber feet to 

optional spiked feet and/or leg extensions 

is done in a few seconds with a novel, 

tool-less QD system. Leg height is set by 

releasing the spring-loaded inner legs. We 

dig the bipod’s wide stance and can vouch 

for its stability after running it for a few 

weeks leading up to press time.

MAKE:

Thunder Beast Arms Corporation
MODEL:

Bipod
MSRP:

$345
URL:

www.thunderbeastarms.com

9
As a supplier of eyewear and 

other ballistic protection to 

the U.S. military, Revision’s 

battlefield bonifides are 

well established. In 2019, the company 

launches its first line of eyewear for the 

civilian and it’s aimed squarely at the 

hunting and angling market. The Seeker 

(shown) is one of three styles that all 

feature distortion-free lenses with 

Mil-spec ballistic protection, anti-fog 

and anti-scratch coatings, polarization. 

The shades are remarkably light, and 

we found they stay on our face during 

vigorous activity. Each set includes a 

fleece-lined nylon bag with an attached 

microfiber cleaning cloth and an airtight 

drybag that acts as an air-cushioned 

protective case that takes up almost no 

space when not in use. 

MAKE:

Revision Outdoor
MODEL:

Seeker Sunglasses
LENS TINTS:

Slate, Cedar, Crimson
MSRP:

$279
URL:

www.revisionoutdoor.com

26

11
Reptilia’s new Close 

Quarters Grip for 

the AR platform was 

purpose-built to serve 

on 300 AAC caliber, AR-pattern PDWs, 

and SBRs. The steeper grip angle, 

beavertail, and thoughtful texturing on 

the front and backstrap provide solid 

purchase on guns that are run closer 

to the body. The grip is molded from a 

high-strength reinforced polymer and 

fits AR-15/M16, AR-10/SR25, and SIG 

MPX/MCX firearms.

We have one on our MPX and our im-

pression of the grip is good. Compared 

to Magpul’s MOE-K grip, it’s a few 

degrees steeper, a bit thicker from 

side-to-side, about the same width from 

front-to-back, and adds a beavertail 

that allows a more choked-up grip.

MAKE:

Reptilia
MODEL:

CQG
MSRP:

$20
URL:

reptiliacorp.com

12
Try as we might, we can’t 

get the cobra belt buckle 

to match with our entire 

wardrobe. No amount of 

shiny wingtips or blinged-out cufflinks 

will mask the fact that this style of tacti-

cal belt buckle just doesn’t look good 

with our boardroom or church pew attire. 

Enter the Gun Belt 01 from 1971 Gun-

leather. It’s handcrafted from reinforced 

100-percent American heavy native steer 

hide, meaning it’ll warm up and mold to 

your body over time. Plus, it’ll never snag, 

break, or stretch. Most importantly, it 

provides the rigidity needed to carry your 

handgun on a daily basis. Oh, and it’ll 

look damn good whether you dress up in 

a suit or stay casual with a pair of jeans. 

Available in classic brown and stealth 

black colors. 

MAKE:

1791 Gunleather
MODEL:

Gun Belt 01
MSRP:

$60
URL:

www.1791gunleather.com

9

10

12

11
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14
The weather 

outside is 

frightful, but 

Unity Tactical’s 

cold weather liner will make 

your helmet something close to 

delightful. Its micro-fiber fleece 

takes up very little room, keep-

ing you warm while avoiding 

the gomer look you get when 

wearing a beanie under your 

lid. The close fit also maintains 

proper protective shell cover-

age, alignment of night vision 

goggles and comms gear. The 

liner is held in place using the 

same Velcro dots used to hold 

the helmet’s pads in place, so 

installation takes just seconds. 

The fleecy goodness covers 

well down to your ears and the 

back of your neck. It’s made 

in America, so it should warm 

patriotic grunt’s hearts as well 

as it warms their heads.

MAKE:

UNITY Tactical
MODEL:

Cold Weather Helmet Liner
MSRP:

$95
URL:

www.unitytactical.com

28

15
When we head 

out on the 

road there’s 

one thing that 

always comes with us, an Atom 

LT jacket. It’s a warm outer or 

midlayer that takes up barely any 

room at the bottom of a pack. 

Arc’teryx updates the Atom this 

year with synthetic Climashield 

Combat continuous filament 

insulation and an air-permeable 

liner that increases breathability 

compared to the original Atom LT. 

Visible updates include replacing 

the interior chest pocket with an 

exterior pocket, pass-through 

cable routing channels, and a 

trimmer fitting hood. The hoody 

is part of a Gen 2 update that 

spans the Atom line, including 

a similarly updated jacket, vest, 

and pants.

MAKE:

Arc’teryx
MODEL:

Atom LT Hoody LT Gen 2
COLORS:

Black, Croc, Wolf, Ranger Green
MSRP:

$269
URL:

leaf.arcteryx.com

16 1713
We don’t know 

if Mechanix 

Wear is trying 

for some Jedi/

Sith sorta thing or what, but the 

company put out a limited-

edition set of gloves it’s calling 

the Light vs. Dark 2-Pack. The 

set includes one pair each of 

FastFit gloves in MultiCam 

Black & MultiCam Alpine camo. 

The FastFit MultiCam Black 

are your temperate weather, 

touchscreen-friendly choice, 

while the MultiCam Alpine are 

fleece-lined for added warmth. 

Both styles feature stretch-

elastic cuffs, nylon carrier loops 

for storage, and TrekDry mate-

rial on the back of the hand. 

MAKE:

Mechanix Wear
MODEL:

Light vs. Dark 2-Pack
MSRP:

$25
URL:

www.mechanix.com

Perhaps you’ve 

been pining for 

a way to put an 

aftermarket or 

light laser on your tiny Glock 

43, Sig P365, or S&W Shield. 

Provided you’ve found a suitably 

statured accessory, Recover 

Tactical has the last piece of 

the polymer puzzle with its line 

of clamshell rail adapters that 

fit over the frame and forward 

edge of the pistol’s trigger 

guard and screw together to 

form a teeny little pic rail. The 

company’s also got a novel 

magazine base plate with a 

built-in retention clip built that 

hooks on a pants pocket pretty 

well. Those are coming for the 

mini pistols mentioned plus 

Glock’s 17, 19, and 21. 

MAKE:

Recover Tactical
MODEL:

Magazine Clip &  
Picatinny Rail Adapters
MSRP:

$10-$28
URL:

www.recovertactical.com

Camelbak’s 

new tweener 

pack puts 1830 

cubic inches 

of storage on your back. The 

Sparta is a bit smaller than the 

company’s military mainstay, 

the Motherlode, putting it in 

the realm of a large raid-sized 

pack. It’s got an unpadded 

waistbelt and a bevy of internal 

pockets for organizing your 

stuff. It also features a brand-

new military reservoir called the 

Crux. It’s a ruggedized version 

of Camelbak’s commercial 

lumbar reservoir with a larger 

tube that provides 25 percent 

more water flow. New across 

all Camelbak’s 2019 model 

packs is a subtle tweak to the 

laser-cut PALS webbing. The 

slits have an offset, triangular 

shape, making it easier to feed 

straps through. 

MAKE:

Camelbak
MODEL:

Sparta
CAPACITY:

30 Liters
COLORS:

Black, Coyote, MultiCam
MSRP:

$223-$246
URL:

www.camelbak.com

13

15

16

17

14



Always Be Ready® with the new 5.11 All Missions Pack system and mission-specific Gear Set™ Pouches. 

Build out your own low-vis 12, 24, or 72-hour configuration today at www.511Tactical.com/amp or 

visit a 5.11 Tactical Store near you.
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The 557 Open-Top Belt Slide Concealment Holster is engineered specifically to 

accommodate light-bearing handguns. This holster boasts a two-in-one design, 

as it securely fits the firearm with or without the light attached, an excellent 

holster option for those that frequently carry light-bearing handguns. Its 

low-profile design makes it highly concealable, and the wide design allows for 

even weight distribution for a comfortable carry. An ejection port detent secures 

the gun once fully seated in the holster by gripping onto the ejection port. The 

gun can then be easily drawn by pulling through the detent.

Additional fits coming soon.

Check it out at www.safariland.com.
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Hollywood has depicted some interesting 

races over the years. Gumball Rally, Can-

nonball Run, Rat Race, and Speed Zone 

were about as close as most of us could 

probably get to living out our automotive 

fantasies on public roads. But what if 

someone actually took an idea like that 

and made an event out of it? Although 

it’s really fodder for its own cinematic 

homage, the Gambler 500 is exactly 

that. We’re not talking the usual “who 

can make it to the finish line first” type 

deal. It’s all about fun on four wheels, 

friendship, and Oregon sightseeing with 

a lynchpin that involves some rather 

whimsical and resourceful innovation 

with cars that probably didn’t have much 

of a future. Google some of the images 

of this event and you might think it’s a 

mad mad mad mad world. Participate in 

it, and you’ll walk away counting down 

the days until the next one. 

It defies conventional categorization. 

We hesitate to use the word “race” in 

describing it, as the preferred nomen-

clature is “rally.” The event’s taglines 

are “fun is greater than rules” and 

“don’t be a dick.” We think those are 

pretty self-explanatory. No, the Gambler 

500 isn’t a cosplay event like the Mad 

Max-themed Wasteland Weekend, 

nor is it a balls-to-the wall adrenaline 

dump like the Baja 1000, nor some 

hackneyed demolition derby where cars 

and property are intentionally destroyed 

and abandoned. This is an exercise in 

automotive adventure. 

A COLLECTION 
OF AUTOMOTIVE 
ENGINEERING, 
BONDING, AND 
SCENIC BEAUTY 
UNLIKE ANYTHING 
YOU’VE EVER SEEN
BY JOHN SCHWARTZE

PHOTOS BY IAIN HARRISON  

AND RED DONKEY STUDIO
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The Gambler 500 began in 2014 

as an exercise in bragging rights but 

is now a source of national attention, 

with participants venturing from the 

far reaches of the country for a spot in 

this one-of-a-kind event. The idea came 

about when the Gambler’s impresario, 

Tate Morgan, began discussing how 

to create an unusual challenge among 

friends. It was never originally intended 

to be a commercial venture or open to 

the general public. The unique appeal 

of the Gambler 500 eventually spread 

like word of a high school kegger after 

Chubbies clothing shared some clips of 

their first few events online. It looked 

like the most (and cheapest) fun anyone 

could have with a car. The tidal wave 

of interest was too much to keep it a 

secret anymore.

Here’s the premise: Buy a car for no 

more than $500. Put as much money 

as you want into it afterward, but drive 

it from point A to point B with way-

points in between, enjoying the Oregon 

landscape and helping others who may 

be sidelined with repairs. Sure, you 

could show up in a new 4x4 telling 

people you only spent $500, but what 

kind of challenge or fun would that be? 

The point is to see if you can assemble 

a crew of navigators, other drivers, and 

impromptu mechanics to make the 

trek in something whose performance 

is questionable at best. It’s an A to B 

rally, but the A is wherever you start 

from as long as you record how much 

off-roading you did, which should 

equate to roughly 500 miles when it’s 

all said and done. 

Normally the phrase, 
"if you can't find ’em, 
grind ’em'" applies 
to gears, but it's for 
exhaust too. 

"Boats 'n Hoes" was 
the salient theme — 
though they got tired 
of hearing it sung by 
the end of the Gambler.

Though no one ran the 
course with mini-bikes 
(that we know of) they 
were still the most fun 
you could have while 
breaking the law. 

Last year, RECOIL teamed up with 

staff from Salient Arms, Noveske, and 

SIG SAUER, who brought everything 

from two Crown Vics, a ’70s Javelin, a 

’90s Mustang, and a “boat car.” Previ-

ous RECOIL vehicles include a vintage 

fire truck and an ’80s Toyota van. As 

you can see by some of the other cars 

pictured, entrants are encouraged to 

think outside the box with their choice 

of transportation. The wilder and more 

impractical, the better. 

How do you determine the amount of 

off-road covered, you ask? “Last year, we 

developed an app. We use a technology 

solution, which I think actually made the 

rally better. It measures your percentage 

of off-road taken,” Morgan says. “So, if 

I’m in Portland and going to head down 

to Chemult where our camp was this 

year, since the competition isn’t about 

speed or time, but the percentage of off-

road taken, I can’t take I-5 down and cut 

over on another highway. That way I’ve 

gotta kinda get out a map and discover 

my own way, because if there’s 1,700 

other cars doing the same thing, but are 

starting at different times, going dif-

ferent ways, and from different places, 

we’re not concentrating everyone on one 

particular road.” 

To accommodate the ever-increasing 

number of entrants participating, keep 

things interesting, and introduce you 

GAMBLER 500
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to some hidden gems of the Oregon 

countryside, the event also changes for-

mat each year. You might think that an 

event with this many people traversing 

rural back roads and public land would 

lead to something that resembled the 

aftermath of an Occupy gathering. Quite 

the opposite. 

GAMBLER 500

Morgan had the foresight to incorpo-

rate a trail cleanup into the Gambler as 

well. “We’re currently the largest trail 

cleanup in the world because we chal-

lenge every one of our 4,000 partici-

pants to bring back as much garbage as 

they can,” he says. Big names such as 

Yakima, Benchmade, and SIG SAUER 

(the 2018 event's presenting sponsor) 

incentivize the effort by offering prizes 

for whoever collects the most trash. 

You may also assume that people ditch 

their cars after the race, forcing the locals 

to figure out what to do with them, but 

in the past Morgan has arranged for cars 

entrants didn’t want to hang onto to be auc-

tioned off for charity. Nowadays it seems 

as if people are more inclined to keep their 

cars for future races … or just maybe for 

the hell of it. How many events can you 

think of that have that sort of environmental 

concern, philanthropy, and conservation as 

part of their focus? Didn’t think so. 

Considering trying out your automotive 

ingenuity at the Gambler? Morgan sug-

gests keeping it challenging by buying 

something simple and two-wheel drive 

that’s not the most obvious choice. As 

long as you have a keen sense of outdoor 

adventure, that’s really the only prerequi-

site for participation. Big egos need not 

apply. The guy with the cheapest, dumb-

est car who was slowest to arrive at the 

campsite rally points will be the one who 

really embodies the spirit of the event. 

That’s what makes it fun. 

The Gambler 500 is a competition fo-

cused on how much you can do with how 

little. It keeps people coming back year 

after year and shows no signs of slowing 

down. In fact, plans to expand the event 

to other locations are also in the works. 

Want to see more of what it’s all about? 

Check out some of RECOIL’s participa-

tion in the Gambler 500 at  

 www.recoil.tv. 

GAMBLER 
500 

WWW.GAMBLER500.COM

Why yes, that is a Volvo 
pulling a Mustang out 
of a ditch — first time 
for everything!
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UNUSUAL SUSPECTS SMALL FOLDING KNIVES
BY PATRICK VUONG 

21

4 
MAKE: 
Camillus   

MODEL: 

Erupt 5.5” Folding Knife
OAL: 
5.5 inches
BLADE LENGTH: 

2.45 inches     
BLADE MATERIAL: 

AUS-8 stainless steel  
WEIGHT: 

1.5 ounces
MSRP: 

$27
URL: 
www.camillusknives.com

5 
MAKE: 

Cold Steel    
MODEL: 
Tuff Lite 
OAL: 

6 inches
BLADE LENGTH: 

2.5 inches     
BLADE MATERIAL: 

AUS-8A stainless steel    
WEIGHT: 

2.5 ounces
MSRP: 

$51
URL: 
www.coldsteel.com

7 
MAKE: 

Buck Knives  
MODEL: 
Rush Knife
OAL: 

6.438 inches
BLADE LENGTH: 

2.5 inches 
BLADE MATERIAL: 

420HC stainless steel
WEIGHT: 

2.4 ounces
MSRP: 

$92
URL: 
www.buckknives.com

3 
MAKE: 

Spyderco   
MODEL: 
Lil’ Lum
OAL: 

5.41 inches
BLADE LENGTH: 

2.31 inches     
BLADE MATERIAL: 

VG-10 stainless steel 
WEIGHT: 

1.9 ounces
MSRP: 

$220
URL: 
www.spyderco.com

6 
MAKE: 

Kershaw   
MODEL: 

Shuffle II
OAL: 
6.3 inches
BLADE LENGTH: 

2.6 inches  
BLADE MATERIAL: 

8Cr13Mov stainless steel
WEIGHT: 

3 ounces
MSRP: 

$31
URL: 

www.kershawknives.com

When given the choice, 

we’ll pick a big blade 

over a little one most 

of the time. But some 

circumstances call for 

a small edged tool. 

Shorter knives weigh 

less, are easier to 

conceal, and take up 

less pocket real estate. 

Plus, with less materi-

als needed, they’re 

generally cheaper than 

their bigger brothers. 

And, unfortunately, 

myopic politicians 

in certain regions 

have outlawed blades 

of medium to large 

sizes. Because they 

fear (or envy?) longer 

lengths, these mouth-

breathers in power have 

neutered knives in their 

jurisdictions. While the 

exact maximum length 

varies from nanny state 

to nanny state, we’re 

zeroing in on blades 

that max out at about 

2.5 inches. 

After all, even if you 

live in a free state, you 

could find yourself va-

cationing in or going on 

work trips to places with 

Draconian knife laws.  

So, take a look at 

our lineup of small 

folding knives and see 

if one fits your needs 

when your large blades 

need to stay home. 

1 
MAKE: 
Columbia River Knife & Tool

MODEL: 

Snicker
OAL: 
4.688 inches 
BLADE LENGTH: 

1.8 inches     
BLADE MATERIAL: 

420J2 stainless steel 
WEIGHT: 

2.3 ounces 
MSRP: 

$35
URL: 

www.crkt.com

2 
MAKE: 
Magnum by Boker  

MODEL: 

Black Lightning
OAL: 

4.9 inches
BLADE LENGTH: 

2 inches     
BLADE MATERIAL: 

440 stainless steel 
WEIGHT: 

3.4 ounces
MSRP: 

$19
URL: 

www.bokerusa.com



FLIP THE PAGE FOR MORE DETAILS ON EACH KNIFE.

3 4 5 6 7
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INTERROGATING THE UNUSUAL SUSPECTS

411: 
This might be the baby 
of this bunch, but the 
Snicker ain’t no joke. 
Its petite size, decent 
cutting edge, and good 
craftsmanship make 
this folder a solid choice 
if you’re looking for a 
flipper knife that can be 
concealed in the palm of 
your hand. It might not 
win any awards, but it’ll 
perform if you don’t have 
any other edged weapons 
on hand, and yet you 
won’t cry if you lose 
or break it in the field 
thanks to its low price 
tag. Made in Taiwan.

PROS:

 Despite being made of 
cheapo 420J2 stainless 
steel, the modified 
drop-point blade came 
out of the box sharp.
 Easy on the wallet
 Faux carbon-
fiber texture on the 
injection-molded 
glass-reinforced nylon 
handle provides added 
traction.

CONS:

 Pocket clip isn’t 
adjustable, meaning 
it’s right-handed and 
tip-down only.
 Handle is less than 3 
inches long, so there’s 
not much to grab.
 Flipper tab is the only 
means of opening the 
blade.

CRKT

SNICKER

411: 
Boker’s Magnum 
brand takes its 
German designs and 
manufactures them 
overseas to keep the 
prices down. In this 
case, Black Lightning 
was produced in China, 
but the quality control 
is spot on. It can open 
using either the flipper 
tab or the thumb-stud, 
both of which act as 
dual finger guards 
once the blade’s out. 
Meanwhile, the handle is 
constructed from bead-
blasted stainless steel 
and G10, our favorite 
handle material. 

PROS:

 Simple lines and qual-
ity materials equal a 
visually appealing yet 
functional tiny tool.
 Dual finger guards 
 Cheapest option in this 
buyer’s guide
 Spear-point blade is 
great for piercing.

CONS:

 Conversely, cutting 
edge did more pushing 
than slicing in our 
testing.
 Tip-down-only 
orientation slows 
blade deployment in 
emergency situations.
 The handle is too short 
even for our medium-
sized paws.

MAGNUM

BLACK LIGHTNING

411: 
In the mid ’70s, the late 
Bob Lum was arguably 
the first to bring Asian 
blade aesthetics to 
American tactical 
knives. For the Lil’ Lum, 
Spyderco takes his 
popular Chinese patterns 
and shrinks them to a 
crazy small frame meant 
for daily carry. Though 
only 2.31 inches long, 
the blade features Lum’s 
iconic bamboo-leaf-
shaped profile, giving 
more cutting edge on a 
shorter span. This is a 
beautiful puppy with a 
ferocious bite. Made in 
Japan.

PROS:

 The VG-10 steel is 
razor sharp and tough 
as nails.
 G10 scales are grippy 
without being abrasive.
 Pocket clip is super 
sturdy and allows for 
a tip-up carry for both 
right- and left-handed 
users. 

CONS:

 Our pinky barely fits on 
the handle, meaning 
those with large hands 
won’t find enough 
purchase.
 Look for deals online, 
because the retail price 
is on the higher end for 
such a small knife.

SPYDERCO

LIL’ LUM

411: 
While we’re not feeling 
the geometric pattern 
on the surface of glass-
filled nylon handle, we 
do like that on the inside 
its liner-lock can be 
disengaged by pushing 
on a pad rather than a 
thin sliver of steel like 
on most folding knives. 
On the business end, the 
Erupt has a drop-point 
blade that slices and 
stabs with ease. It also 
features a carbonitride 
titanium surface 
treatment for increased 
durability, corrosion 
resistance, and edge 
retention. Made in China.

PROS:

 The Japanese AUS-8 
steel blade made 
short work of our test 
medium.
 Opens with either 
a smooth flipper 
mechanism or dual 
thumb-studs
 Affordable price
 Sturdy ambidextrous 
pocket clip

CONS:

 Though it’s adjustable 
for lefties or righties, 
the clip can only be 
worn with the tip 
pointed down. 
 Short handle leaves 
our pinky hanging out 
by itself.

CAMILLUS

ERUPT

411: 
While its finger groves 
are a tad too deep, the 
Tuff Lite is still the most 
comfortable to grasp 
among those reviewed 
here due to its handle 
length and ergonomics. 
The polymer Griv-Ex 
handle is 3.5 inches 
long, just enough for 
our pinky to grasp hold. 
The blade works like a 
lightsaber, thanks in 
part to its Wharncliffe 
profile — the long 
straight edge allows 
for deeper slices while 
also providing strength 
during thrusts. Made in 
Taiwan. 

PROS:

 A short knife that 
doesn’t feel dwarfish in 
our hands
 AUS-8A stainless steel 
blade cuts and stabs 
like a laser
 Tough pocket clip and 
overall construction

CONS:

 Though for both 
righties and lefties, the 
pocket clip is tip-down 
only. 
 The lockback feels 
gritty and requires 
extra pressure to push 
down in order to close 
the blade. 

COLD STEEL

TUFF LITE

411: 
This sequel improves 
on the first Shuffle 
by lengthening the 
handle and shifting the 
integrated bottle opener 
from the handle’s spine 
(where it digs into the 
palm) to the bottom of 
the handle. Though the 
blade profile is now a 
tanto instead of the more 
versatile drop-point, it 
features a black-oxide 
BlackWash finish that’s 
durable and appealing. 
And while it’s made in 
China, the Shuffle II is a 
quality production knife. 

PROS:

 Glass-filled nylon 
handle is both long 
enough for a full grip 
and ergonomic enough 
to feel comfortable
 Great value
 Comes with integrated 
flathead screwdriver, 
integrated bottle- 
opener, and lanyard 
hole

CONS:

 A drop-point, instead 
of a tanto blade, 
would have been more 
practical.
 Due to the placement 
of the tools, the ambi 
pocket clip must be 
carried tip down.

KERSHAW

SHUFFLE II

411: 
The largest of these 
small knives is also 
the fastest to deploy. 
The Rush features 
an assisted-opening 
mechanism that 
flings open with 
lightning speed and an 
authoritative thwack 
sound. It’s kept in 
check with a safety 
just below the flipper 
tab that activates the 
blade. Meanwhile, the 
skeletonized aluminum 
handle is strong, 
lightweight, textured for 
additional grippy-ness, 
and long enough for most 
users. Made in the USA.

PROS:

 Quality construction 
and design
 Handle should be long 
enough for even large 
hands.
 Assisted-opening is 
fast and smooth.
 Opens with either 
the flipper tab or the 
thumb-studs

CONS:

 Though tip-up, the 
pocket clip is for right-
handers only. It also 
flexes a bit more than 
we’d prefer. 

BUCK KNIVES

RUSH KNIFE





CALIBER 7.62 NATO   BARREL LENGTH 16.5” (1:10)   RAIL LENGTH 14.5” M-LOK MRR   WEIGHT 6.81LBS   OVERALL LENGTH 34”

The NEW American

REVOLUTION

REVOLUTION DI:
• Same size as AR-15
• Direct Impingement
• 6.81 pounds (16.5” barrel)
• .308 and 6.5 Creedmoor
• Made by innovators

UTILIZES A 5.56 BOLT CARRIER

We’ve created a .308 that uses a 5.56 bolt 
carrier resulting in less mass and reduced 
recoil. It also uses our patented roller 
cam pin #,/�/"!2 "!�#/& 1&,+�,+�1%"�2--"/�
receiver

FULLY AMBIDEXTROUS CONTROLS

�,�*�11"/�6,2/�0%,,1&+$�0&!"�,/�016)"Ǿ�
ergonomic ambi controls are built in to the 
�&))"1�2--"/��+!�),4"/�/" "&3"/0Ǿ�"3"+�,2/�
Tomahawk ambi charging handle is included. 
The upper receiver is dimensionally the 
same size as a MILSPEC 5.56

5.56 BUFFER & ANTI-TILT EXTENSION TUBE

��Ȓǖǚ�-�/10��/"�#"�12/"!�1%/,2$%,21�1%"�
�"3,)21&,+���Ǿ�02 %��0�1%"��2ƛ"/Ǿ� %�/$&+$�
%�+!)"Ǿ��,)1� �//&"/Ǿ��+!���//")�+21ǽ��)20Ǿ�
&1�#"�12/"0�,2/��+1&Ȓ1&)1��2ƛ"/�12�"�4%& %�
prevents carrier tilt and premature wear 
,+�1%"��2ƛ"/�12�"

MATCH GRADE TRIGGER

4.5lb curved POF Drop-in trigger with 
KNS anti-walk pins



THE .308 REVOLUTION HANDLES LIKE A 5.56 – BECAUSE IT’S THE SAME 
SIZE AND WEIGHT AS ONE. NOW IN DIRECT IMPINGEMENT!

We broke barriers and won awards when we released the piston driven .308 Revolution. For 2019 we’ve introduced the 

Revolution DI (Direct Impingement). By popular demand, you get the same technology, same durability, same features, 

and same AR-15 size, but in a smaller direct impingement system featuring our 9-position adjustable Dictator gas block and 

�"+"$�!"�/�&)ǽ��%"/"�&0�3&/12�))6�+,1%&+$�)"ƞ�1,�2-$/�!"ǽ

The original Revolution weighed in at a paltry 7.35 pounds, turning heads for its incredible light weight and small stature 

for a .308. The Revolution DI weighs even less at 6.81 pounds with a 16” barrel, making it ideal for just about any situation 

you put it in.

The Revolution continues... Patriot Ordnance Factory   www.POF-USA.com

www.POF-USA.com  |  sales@pof-usa.com  |  call:  623-561-9572

TRIPLE PORT MUZZLE BRAKE

�ƛ" 1&3")6�/"!2 "0�#")1�/" ,&)

9-POSITION RIFLE LENGTH 
DICTATOR GAS BLOCK

��0&)6�12+"�#,/�6,2/��**,Ǿ 
"+3&/,+*"+1Ǿ�,/�0&)"+ "/

NITRIDE HEAT TREATED 
FLUTED BARREL

�%"��"3,)21&,+������//")�#"�12/"0�
our patented E2 dual extraction 
1" %+,),$6ǽ��&1%�1%&0�#"�12/"�
your extractor can last up 1,�Ɯ3"�
times longer than in a standard 
chamber

RENEGADE HANDGUARD & 
HEAT SINK BARREL NUT

�%"��"3,)21&,+����#"�12/"0�,2/�
Renegade handguard with 
multiple QD points and patented 
,3"/0&7"!�%"�1�0&+(���//")�+21�#,/�
*,/"�"ƛ" 1&3"�%"�1�!&00&-�1&,+
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BY TOM MARSHALLFAKE OPERATORS, REAL BUILDSHEET

The 14.5-inch Purebreed has a 1:8 

twist and 223 Wylde chamber. Both 

the twist rate and chambering can 

handle a wide range of both .223 and 

5.56mm ammo to allow ammo chang-

es based on mission requirements 

or the on-hand supply of units being 

supported by Hampton-Crane con-

tractors. Both the URGI and our CSR 

sport SureFire Warcomps, which pro-

vide a balance of flash reduction and 

compensation in addition to being 

compatible with current SOCOM-issue 

suppressors. Since private contrac-

tors have been known to augment and 

support Special Operations units, the 

CSR had to be able to match those 

capabilities and be cross-compatible 

with SOCOM standard gear.

For optics, we topped the CSR with 

a Vortex Razor HD II 1-6x. Variable-

power optics allow shooters to use their 

carbine to its full potential, from CQB 

to the 500-meter mark. The Razor 

specifically has been tested and imple-

nists have to carry a company-issued 

rifle, what would it be? In short, it’d 

be the “one rifle” we wish we could’ve 

taken downrange with us in real life. 

Thus, the answer will be a little bit 

different for everybody; we combined 

our own experience with current 

trends in DoD small arms improve-

ment programs to come up with this 

answer, affectionately dubbed the 

Contractor Service Rifle — or CSR.

The upper half of the Contractor 

Service Rifle is modeled on the URGI 

program. The Upper Receiver Group, 

Improved is a program implemented 

by Army Special Operations Com-

mand to update the M4 carbine with a 

longer, M-LOK forearm and 14.5-inch 

mid-length barrel. We used a Rosco 

Manufacturing Purebred barrel, a 

match-grade tube made of 416R stain-

less and capable of ½ MOA groups. 

Elsewhere in this issue, you can see 

the second installment of “Exigent 

Circumstances” — a short fiction 

concept we first ran way back in Issue 

32. When fleshing out the universe 

around Hampton-Crane International, 

our faux private military contracting 

firm, we realized that even a fictional 

corporate army would still need a 

standard-issue rifle. As a team, the 

RECOIL staff has decades of military 

and security experience between 

them. This author holds the dubious 

honor of logging 13 separate deploy-

ments to Afghanistan as a nonfictional 

government security contractor.

Part of the lure of fiction is that it 

allows us to live out an idealized or 

optimized version of our own life expe-

riences. In this vein, we sat down at 

the builder’s bench with one question 

on our minds: If our fictional protago-
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mented in certain parts of the Special 

Ops community, and Geissele makes a 

cantilever mount for this scope that’s 

certified for use by SOCOM, which you 

also see on the CSR. Other Geissele 

parts on this build include their Mk 13 

rail, Airborne Charging Handle, and 

Single Stage Precision trigger. 

The base receiver set for this build 

is the American Defense Manufactur-

ing ADM4. The ADM4 lower is a truly 

ambidextrous lower receiver with both 

aesthetic and functional improvements 

over legacy M4 receivers, including 

ambi safety selector, mag release, and 

bolt catch. In addition to the Geis-

sele SSP, we used a Primary Weapons 

System enhanced buffer tube set. The 

PWS buffer has lengthwise grooves for 

weight reduction and better clear-

ance of loose debris. The furniture is 

almost all Magpul, including buttstock, 

M-LOK covers, vertical grip, mags, and 

offset iron sights. Magpul products are 

durable and inexpensive, making them 

ideal for a corporation looking to outfit 

hundreds (or thousands) of company-

issued guns for hard-duty use. Magpul 

products have been travelling back and 

forth to Southwest Asia for a decade 

at this point, and have held up well in 

that role. 

The entire rifle is finished off in 

a gen-u-wine rattle can paintjob, 

skillfully applied by Gabriel Cabrera 

of Rosco Barrels. This is a personal 

pattern that Gabe has been working 

on for a couple years, reflecting his 

own experience as an independent 

contractor working overseas. You can 

find more samples of this pattern 

under the social media hashtag 

#CabreraCamo, if it strikes your fancy. 

Over the course of modern history, 

private military contractors have faced 

steep tactical challenges and prevailed 

— usually with fewer men and less 

support than their military counter-

parts. Executive Outcomes in Sierra 

Leone, Blackwater in Najaf, and Beng-

hazi are all examples where small num-

bers of seasoned operators overcame 

numerically superior forces. While 

the quality of the men is paramount, 

cutting-edge individual equipment acts 

as a force multiplier, allowing contract 

operators to bring their skill to bear in 

the quickest, most efficient manner. 

The Hampton-Crane CSR is short 

enough for vehicle and building work 

while being long enough to engage tar-

gets a half-click away. It runs fast and 

shoots flat, allowing accurate high-vol-

ume fire for raid and counter-ambush 

scenarios. It’s suppressor and IR ready 

for night operations and configurable 

for shooter preference and mission 

requirements. It also incorporates 

real-life lessons learned from several 

SOCOM-level carbine enhancement 

programs, including the USASOC URGI 

program and the NSW Crane analysis 

of both the M-LOK and mid-length gas 

systems as superior to legacy carbine 

configurations. Almost all of the parts 

used in this build were sourced from 

companies with current DoD contracts 

or individual unit-level purchases to 

reflect commonality between our fic-

tional universe and weapons currently 

deployed on the battlefield in similar 

real-life roles. Look for this rifle, and 

Hampton-Crane International, to ap-

pear again in future installments of 

“Exigent Circumstances.” 

Though it was built 
for a fictional story, 
the Contractor 
Service Rifle is a 
weapon we’d gladly 
take into harm’s way 
in real life.

ITEM MSRP
Receivers American Defense Mfg ADM4 $550

Barrel + Muzzle Rosco/Surefire $324

Gas System (Block and Tube) Rosco Mfg $165

BCG Rosco Mfg Black Nitride $134

Handguard Geissele Mk14 13” MLOK $250

Trigger Geissele Single Stage Precision $240

Light + Mount System Surefire M600DF/Cloud Defensive/Arisaka $309

Furniture Magpul MOE $99

Pistol Grip VZ Grips $95

Safety Ascend Armory Short Throw $40

Optic Vortex Razor HD II 1-6x $1,999

Mount Geissele Super Precision SOPMOD $325

Totals $4,530
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We travel nearly an hour across dry, dusty back 

roads in rural Idaho. Eventually we pull to a stop 

outside of a regular-looking steel building on a 

small family farm. There’s nothing exceptional 

going on — at least not until you step inside.

This is the Maxim Defense MukWerx facility, and 

its remoteness ensures no one will inadvertently 

come across what they’ve been working up. Inside, 

more than a dozen 3D printers are churning and 

buzzing away on new parts and prototypes. 

The old mixes with the new; a weathered man-

ual mill up front, with a CNC machine in the next 

room. A box of potatoes and another of onions in 

front of a large rapid prototyping machine belies 

the rural origins.

This is where Maxim Defense made their 

transition from a firearms parts company into a 

full-scale firearm manufacturer. It shouldn’t be a 

huge shock that Maxim Defense made this move. 

Remember, Magpul started by making rubber pull 

straps for magazines, SureFire started with bulky 

lasers, and Daniel Defense used to only make 

handguards. Insofar as the PDW-stock scene is 

concerned, what was once a crowded and compet-

itive market has been largely dominated by Maxim 

Defense. Second place is now a long way away.

FINALLY! A RIFLE THE T-REX CAN ACTUALLY SHOULDER
BY DAVE MERRILL
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THE SHIFT

Of course, their first rifle falls 

directly inline with what we know 

about Maxim Defense: The PDX PDW; 

one short enough even the classi-

cally stubby armed T-Rex can finally 

use. Putting together a functional 

production PDW requires more than 

just slapjacking parts together from 

Brownells — at least if you want to 

make your mark. You need 

the right team, and 

someone 

else inadvertently gave Michael Wind-

feldt of Maxim the right ones. 

Timing is everything, and in this 

case Big Blue — Smith & Wesson, 

gave Maxim the opportunity. As 

S&W moved all major operations of 

Gemtech Suppressors to Massachu-

setts, employees that didn’t want to 

relocate across the country would be 

let go. And Maxim picked them up. 

One of the most memorable and re-

markable names included among this 

new staff is Dr. Phil Dater. Tinkering 

with, and then full-on manufacturing 

silencers for more than five decades, 

you can find Dater’s DNA on many 

modern designs, and his fingerprints 

are all over the PDX. 

THREE AIN’T A CROWD

No subcaliber carbine here, the 

Maxim PDX will be available in three 

calibers: 5.56, 300BLK, and some-

what of a surprise, 7.62x39. Making 

an AR that actually runs in 7.62x39 is 

a challenging endeavor; we’ve seen far 

more failures than successes. Triple-

so when it’s in short-barreled format. 

And with a 5.5-inch barrel? Fugged-

aboutit. It may sound funny, but this 

is absolutely a huge accomplishment 

for a mass-produced rifle. 

MAXIM DEFENSE PDX

In fact, it’s for this reason that 

we decided on this steel-case eating 

commie cartridge stubby carbine to 

base our review on instead of more 

traditional calibers.

FEATURES & DETAILS

Firstly, bear in mind that we’re 

using some preproduction guns, so 

there’ll be some relatively minor 

changes between what graces these 

pages and what you buy in the store; 

we’ll point these out as we go along. 

Ours being preproduction or not, by 

the time you’re reading this you’ll be 

able to order a PDX from a distributor.

The stock of the PDX appears very 

similar to Maxim’s traditional PDW 

stock options, but there are some sig-

nificant deviations. Firstly, the upper 

receiver of the PDW is contoured to 

allow for a reduced width between the 

stock rods, and importantly, it brings 

the rods slightly higher, relative to the 

receiver itself. This allows for easier 

access to the safety selector while 

the stock is fully collapsed, one of our 

minor bitches about the legacy Maxim 

Defense PDW stock. 

Potatoes, onions, 

and rapid 

prototyping 

machines

3D printers churning 

away. Iain may or 

may not be drinking 

beer. (He is.)
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Additionally, instead of having to use 

a carbine tool or some sort of thread 

locker to secure the short receiver 

extension, a simple 3⁄8-inch ratchet is 

used to torque everything down via a 

convenient socket hole on the butt. 

Along the same lines, the Hate 

Brake, a gas booster and linear 

compensator/flash hider can also be 

taken down and assembled with the 

same 3⁄8-inch ratchet. After watching 

very high-speed video and shoot-

ing the PDX for ourselves, even with 

particularly flashy ammunition, we 

can assure you that the Hate Brake 

does indeed work both at hiding flash 

and as a compensator. Admittedly 

the Hate Brake was far better in the 

5.56 version of the PDX than the 

7.62x39. Remember, at least half of 

flash produced has a direct correlation 

with ammunition selection — and of 

course, the only thing consistent about 

Russian ammunition is inconsistency. 

The Hate Brake also pumps some 

gas pressure back into the system, 

something that’s important for func-

tionality when we’re talking about 

such short weapons. The amount of 

gas flow back through the barrel is 

about equal to the average silencer. 

Pop off the Hate Brake, thread on a 

can, and you’ll more than likely be to-

tally good to go. Also similar to some 

suppressors, you’ll experience some 

amount of free bore boost. We were 

surprised when we were told that 

7.62x39 metered at 1,900 fps; this 

is roughly equal to the velocity we get 

from our 7.75-inch Mini Draco SBR. 

If further tweaking is needed, there 

are still some options. Sure, you can 

play mucky muck with different buf-

fer weights, but you don’t have to. 

Each PDX gas block has a threaded 

jet port inside it which allows one to 

custom tune their gas flow — it’s a 

lot like the gas plug used in SCARs, 

Unlike the lies you 

tell to potential 

partners, this one is 

indeed smaller than 

it looks.

MAXIM DEFENSE PDX



S P O R T

S A F E T Y  S O U N D S  

B E T T E R  T H A N  E V E R .

Peltor™ Sport Tactical 300/Tactical 500 
SMART Electronic Hearing Protectors from 3M

SMART technology automatically adjusts to your environment 

and firearm for customized protection. Speech is clearer. 

Operation is easier. Plus, the Tactical 500 syncs with Bluetooth®

enabled devices — so you can stay connected and protected.

3M SMART Technologies

 Dynamic Suppression Time measures the energy in 

gunshot noise and automatically sets suppression time 

for reduced echoes and increased comfort 

 Clear Voice Tracking seeks voice within background noise 

and actively filters noise for improved speech intelligibility

3M.com/PeltorSport

© 3M 2019. All rights reserved. 3M and Peltor are trademarks of 3M. The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are 

registered trademarks owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc. and any use of such marks by 3M is under license.

Foldable for storage 
and protection.

Tactical 
500

Tactical 
300

NRR
26

NRR
24

Official Sponsor
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though it’s inside the gas block and 

not the barrel itself. 

Short, suppressed guns are far 

more prone to gas port erosion than 

their full-size brethren, and the jet 

porting means you’ll get far more 

life out of a barrel before it starts 

overgassing like crazy. The jet ports 

can’t be swapped in five minutes in 

the field, but it’s specifically de-

signed that way. If you can pull a gas 

block and rotate a wrench, you can 

swap out gas jet yourself. If you can’t, 

leave the damn thing alone.

While the preproduction models 

have receivers unmarked and unmarred 

by caliber markings, production guns 

will have the caliber deeply etched 

right on top of the forward assist. 

BACKWARD COMPATIBLE 

Given the unique nature of this 

stubby shooter, it should be no sur-

prise that nearly all of the PDX con-

sists of proprietary parts — from the 

gas system length to the bolt carrier 

group to the buffer system. However, 

if you have an M16 lower or similar, 

any PDX upper will drop right on once 

you move the buttstock assembly over 

to your new host. Your favorite AR 

trigger will also work, though since 

the PDX ships with a Geissele SSA-E 

as standard, we doubt you’ll want to 

be playing with that anytime soon. 

MAXIM DEFENSE PDX

A 3 ⁄8-inch ratchet 

is all you need to 

crank this down.



With ordinary 12-gauge shotguns, you fire four shells, stop and load four shells, constantly clearing 

and loading the chamber. But with the new KSG25™, you simply load an entire box of 2¾” shells 

and fire away. Thanks to our patented dual-tube magazines and downward shell ejection, you’re 

nobody’s chamber maid. Innovation. Performance. KelTec™. See more at KelTecWeapons.com. 
©2019 Kel-Tec CNC Industries, Inc

NOBODY’S
CHAMBER MAID

OBOOB
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MAXIM DEFENSE PDX

Something to keep in mind is that 

you can’t shotgun the Maxim Defense 

PDX open like a normal carbine due 

to the particular buffer/BCG combina-

tion. It’s not terribly hard though; just 

pop both takedown pins and pull the 

upper off from the front. Reassembly 

is exactly the same, but in reverse. 

While the handguard of the PDX has 

integral sling quick-disconnect points, 

it’s also compatible with Maxim M-Rax 

accessories as well as M-Lok so you 

aren’t stuck to one location. Speaking 

of the handguards, you can use HK 

416 compatible ones and vice-versa. 

AT THE RANGE

With the very first pull of the trig-

ger, Iain belted out a hearty laugh 

and was wearing a big smile. My first 

reaction was a mix of goose bumps 

and exclaiming, “Holy sh*t!”

It’s not everyday shooting a new 

firearm can illicit that reaction from us. 

There’s some kind of black magic voo-

doo going on here, of that we’re sure. 

The felt recoil of these tiny barrels was 

less than that of our other, much longer 

SBRs. Popping plates at various ranges 

was effortless. Formal accuracy testing 

will take place once we get production 

models in-hand, but we’re pretty sure 

they’ll be more than simply functional. 

Takedown is slightly 

different than 

normal, but nowhere 

near difficult. 



BUILD IT BETTER
www.rival-arms.com

Stainless Barrel
(Bronze PVD)

Enhanced Optic-ready Slide
(Satin Black QPQ)

Precision striker
(Bronze PVD)

Thread
Protector

Threaded Barrel
(Graphite PVD)

PERFORMANCE PISTOL PARTS

MADE IN THE

 USA
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Plugging data into our ballistic 

calculators, using plain-old Wolf 

124-grain FMJ zeroed at 100 yards 

the drop at 200 yards was just around 

10.5 inches, but it definitely drops 

precipitously from there. A precision 

rifle this ain’t, but you can reach out 

further if you know your holds. So far 

as what a PDW should be capable of 

— this one is no slouch. If you want 

to get more into the nitty gritty of the 

ideal zero, see our article in Issue 35, 

“No True Zero.”

THE FUTURE 

This just the first taste of what’s to 

come from Maxim Defense. While the 

5.5-inch PDX is the premiere rifle, by 

the time this article hits print these 

will be available in both 8.5-inch 

and 10.3-inch configurations. This is 

merely the start of the Maxim Defense 

MDX Battle Rifle System.

But it’s not just about barrel length. 

If you don’t want a Hate Brake you can 

roll with something more integral: the 

Maxim Defense Heartbreaker silencer. 

All in all, if you’re looking at mul-

tiple calibers and configurations from 

Maxim Defense MDX Battle Rifle Sys-

tem, it probably exists. Let’s break 

them all down here (and there’s more 

than you thought)!

Pick your caliber (7.62x29, 5.56 

NATO, 300BLK)

Barrel length (5.5, 8.5, 10.3 

inches)

Handguard

Silencer or Brake (Hate Brake or 

HeartBreaker Silencer)

This all adds up to more options 

than we’re willing to kick out in this 

article — and more options is more 

better for consumers. 
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MAXIM DEFENSE 

PDX

MAXIM DEFENSE PDX

HK416-compatible 

rails bring all the 

boys to the yard. Or 

was that milkshakes? 

OK, both. 

CALIBER
7.62x39

BARREL LENGTH
5.5 inches

OVERALL LENGTH
19 inches

WEIGHT (UNLOADED)
5 pounds, 11 ounces

MAGAZINE CAPACITY
20-30

MSRP

$2,299

ACCESSORIES 

Trijicon MRO $579

Geissele Super Precision MRO Mount $95

PRICE AS FEATURED

$2,973
URL

www.maximdefense.com



THE GEAR TO COMPLETE

ANY MISSION. PERIOD.

In the field, on duty, or totally off the grid, accidents happen 

everyday. You can’t predict where it’ll happen, but you can 

be ready when it does, with the Micro Trauma Kit Now! ™

Quick, one-handed deployment of critical first aid supplies 

means you’ll be there to provide life-saving care to yourself 

or anyone you come across. 

Things don’t always go according to plan. Be prepared for 

any situation with the Micro Trauma Kit Now!™

 Get yours today at BlueForceGear.com/prepared.

The Micro Trauma Kit Now!™

877.430.2583 • WWW.BLUEFORCEGEAR.COM

MADE IN USA

VISIT OUR BOOTH 
#31209
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IN AND OUT OF 
AMERICA’S UGLIEST 
SHADOW WAR 
BY ROBERT YOUNG PELTON

My driver moves slowly through the blast-

ed empty streets of Sirte, Libya. Here, in 

this once prosperous coast town, home 

to Gaddafi and now ISIS, it’s difficult to 

tell friend from foe. Bullet-pocked and 

bomb-shattered buildings seem empty. 

Clusters of fighters in plain-clothes wave 

while armored bulldozers roar by. As we 

creep toward the ocean, as far as the 

walls of shipping containers and earthen 

berms allow us, a familiar crack of a 

Dragunov bullet splits the air. My driver 

stops dead in the middle of an exposed 

intersection, somehow wondering if it 

was friend or foe. Fighters under cover 

wave us to get the hell out of the street. 

When we get behind their RPG-blasted 

wall, one of the fighters wants to know if 

I can fix him up with an American bride 

… using crude body motions in case I 

didn’t get his point. 

ISIS, ISIL, IS, or as the locals call 

them “Daesh,” really began with our 

covert war against the Soviets. Afghan 

war veteran Abu Musab al-Zarqawi re-

turned to Jordan in 1999. His exposure 

to other Arab fighters, brutal death, and 

Mujahedeen tactics spawned a number 

of violent Sunni gangs that ultimately 

became ISIS. Our secret war with ISIS 

began in earnest in Iraq in 2004 with 

Joint Special Operations Command 
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Marine Corps AH-1W Super Cobra helicopter from the 22nd MEU heads for Sirte off the back deck of the multipurpose landing platform/dock 
USS San Antonio. The Marines fought their first battle in Libya 211 years earlier in nearby Derna in 1805.  Photo: U.S. Navy/Adam Austin
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KILLING ISIS

bringing on General Stanley McChrystal 

and his intelligence maven, General 

Mike Flynn, to hunt and kill the group 

from their headquarters of Balad Air 

Base in Iraq.

The secret to killing ISIS became 

good ground networks, intense inter-

rogations, shared intel from human 

intelligence (HUMINT), reconnaissance 

(ISR), electronic intelligence (ELINT), 

fast response, and even faster exploita-

tion of newly discovered intel to hit fresh 

targets again and again. Last time I was 

in country, members of the 1st Special 

Forces Operational Detachment-Delta, 

otherwise known as Combat Applica-

tions Group (CAG), boasted of a spin-up 

time faster than you can order a pizza. 

In June 2006, the Joint Special Op-

erations Command team known as Task 

Force 145 used that holistic, network-

centric, kinetic approach to take out 

al-Zarqawi, and, within hours, exploit 

captured data to go after others. JSOC 

had perfected the art of killing ISIS only 

to have America pull out of Iraq in De-

cember of 2007. When Iran flowed into 

the power gap and Shia death squads 

and inequity fueled the rise of ISIS in 

the Sunni northwest, the murderous 

Sunni cult expanded, flourished, and 

then leapt like a wildfire into Syria.

In 2011, the classic unconventional 

warfare doctrine of Special Operations 

troops training friendlies began, using 

secret bases in Jordan in a program 

called Timber Sycamore. It was a 

disaster. A trainer from that program 

explained that from the intake of 

thousands of Syrians and Jordanians, 

they fielded less than 20 so-called 

“moderate rebels.”

“Closer to, like, a dozen,” is what the 

bearded trainer told me. Most of those 

who went in were quickly compromised 

or joined better-armed and more radical 

Islamic militias. Wealthy Gulf nations 

sent in jumbo cargo planes packed with 

weapons destined to support anti-Assad 

groups, but that gear somehow ended 

up in the hands of al Qaeda and others.  

ANOTHER WAY

There had to be another way. So in 

2014, the Americans and their friends 

just showed up in Syria to seriously 

mess up ISIS. This time with smart 

rather than massive air power.

Nine Dot Three was born as a 

blended covert action group linking 

the Central Intelligence Agency, CAG, 

Special Forces, contractors, foreign 

partners, and the U.S. Air Force based 

in Doha Qatar. 

The first U.S. team to fight ISIS 

quickly did a 14-day recce and set up 

safe houses and operational centers. 

CAG, also known in-theater as Task 

Force, or “TF,” coordinated with the CIA 

and Green Berets and arrived on scene 

to train the YPG, a Syrian Kurdish Marx-

ist militia immune to ISIS infiltration. 

A thousand miles to the south, Al 

Uideed Air base in Qatar was quickly 

ramped up to handle a massive air 

campaign that included coordinating 

everything from MQ-9 Reaper drones 

The global fight against ISIS also requires global logistics. Here the 737th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron deliver 30,000 pounds of 
cargo from a C-130H Hercules aircraft to Qayyarah Airfield West, Iraq just south of Mosul, Iraq. 

ISIS came to  
Libya in November of 2014 and  

videos of their mass executions of 
Coptic Christians began in February  

15, 2015. Photo: courtesy Al Amaq

U.S. Marines load AGM-114 Hellfire missiles onto an AH-1W Super Cobra. 
The $117,000 “Heliborne Laser Fire and Forget Missile” was originally de-
signed to take out tanks but were often used to take out lone ISIS snipers. 

Photo: U.S. Marine Corps/Ryan Young 
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KILLING ISIS

to B-52 bombers. By 2015, there were 

10,000 Americans on the sweltering air 

base 35 kilometers south of Doha.

REMOTE CONTROL

Cyber warfare and high-tech weapons 

played a big part of the operation. The 

General Atomics MQ-9 Reaper was 

plentiful, with sometimes half a dozen 

available for persistent surveillance 

on single targets. The 66-foot-long 

remotely piloted aircraft was outfitted 

with a variety of weapons that could be 

delivered to within 5 meters of their tar-

gets. This was to be a standoff, surgical 

war of cold-blooded assassination. 

Normally America’s door kickers, 

CAG slung their rifles and become 

targeteers. Working out of the Kurdish-

controlled and French-built LaFarge 

cement factory in al Raqqa province, 

they began linking up with local ground 

networks to identify, confirm, and 

destroy ISIS assets and personnel in 

a withering air campaign. Manned and 

unmanned ISR were pushed forward so 

operators could easily grab a platform 

to use against a target. Days and nights 

of eating junk food, drinking energy 

drinks, and watching a wall of monitors 

became routine.

“We did between three and 20 

strikes a day,” recalls a team member, 

“all by remote control.” They coordi-

nated with a local on the ground whose 

movements and signals were watched in 

real time. Once a target was confirmed 

and there were no civilians nearby, 

death whistled down from 20,000 to 

30,000 feet. 

There were some additions to human 

targets. To stir things up, TF went after 

the banks in Raqqa, a brilliant move 

that drained hundreds of millions of 

dollars from ISIS coffers. They’d be hit 

at night to reduce casualties. “I wanted 

enough to leave rubble, the Air Force 

delivered enough to leave dust,” an 

operator remembers.   

Tactics in Sirte are simplistic. IS Snipers work their way 
around buildings to fire on militias. Troops call in air 

strikes and then blast the sniper positions with heavy 
machine guns, before clearing rooms and booby traps. 

The USAF’s 509th 
Bomb Wing preps 
a Missouri-based 
B-2 bomber for an 
extraordinary Jan. 17, 
2017 bombing run to 
hit a cluster of ISIS 
militants fleeing Sirte. 

Photo: U.S. Air Force/Joel Pfiester 
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By January 2016, the world was 

watching video of “ISIS cash” being 

blown up and fluttering to the ground. 

The operator laughs, “It wasn’t ISIS 

cash … it was ‘reconstruction cash,’” 

he air quotes.

MUNITIONS

The munitions used were as large as 

2,000-pound GBU-31V3 bunker busters 

(like on the bank hit in Mosul made 

famous by the video), down to a new 

smart missile called the AGM-176 Griffin 

Block II with a tiny 13-pound warhead. 

KILLING ISIS

“Something designed to kill the driver 

of a car or take somebody off a rooftop 

without delivering a large blast radius,” 

is the operator’s explanation. Such preci-

sion comes with a downside. There’s 

the story of one target in a vehicle that 

had to be hit three times, with the target 

ultimately escaping. “That cost about 

$300K,” the targeteer quips. 

“ISIS was going to get killed, and at 

this point, ISIS was making it easy to be 

killed,” a member recollects. “They con-

trolled the towns, the civic centers, and 

drove around waving ISIS flags. It wasn’t 

that hard.” And it was relatively cheap. 

Each Griffin cost the U.S taxpayer about 

$100,000. The bigger Hellfire missiles 

were around $110,000. 

Technology had a big part in pick-

ing targets. Although the cell phone 

service in places like Raqqa was cut 

off by Task Force, they let the internet 

and the internet cafés operate. Foreign 

ISIS members would trudge down to the 

internet café and brag to their girlfriends 

while simultaneously watching porn, not 

knowing they were being recorded in real 

time by TF operators. 

Although the nine-month ground cam-

paign to retake Mosul wouldn’t start until 

October 2016, and continued until July 

2017, Task Force Nine Dot Three had de-

graded the Islamic State to a level where 

local militias could begin the bloody 

building-to-building clearing process. 

We had found a way to efficiently kill 

ISIS. Until ISIS popped up in Libya. 

LIBYA

The contagion called ISIS kept seek-

ing open sores. Pressed in Iraq, the 

group began global franchising and first 

showed up in Derna, Libya, on No-

vember 13, 2014. The northern coast 

around Sirte was to be the closest ISIS 

cell to Europe, or Rome as IS bragged. 

In June of 2015, the war against ISIS 

came to them.

ISR flights began in earnest in 

December 2014 and, by August 2015, 

the air strikes, many from a Marine ship 

just off shore, had begun. The official 

version was called Operation Odyssey 

Lightning, during which AV-8B Harriers 

and Cobra gunships assigned to the 

22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit aboard 

the USS Wasp backed up ISR and 

spotters. The dirty war was here, on the 

ground, in a destroyed city demarked by 

used shipping containers, berms of dirt, 

and men scampering from one combat 

position to another.   

Anyone who dared to get into this dirty 

war had to stop in at the “Al-Bunyan al-

Marsous” or Solid Structure operations 

center in Misrata, a coalition of around 

5,000 fighters. I was ushered into a 

new conference room, while my Libyan 

contact slammed the door in the face of 

foreign media crews waiting outside.

“They are spies,” is how General 

Mohamed al-Ghasry politely described 

them to me. When we got down to it, he 

was thrilled to see an American wanting 

to go into the fighting in Sirte.  

The main tool of the 
Libyan fighter; the die-
sel Toyota Hilux, a few 
friends and a DShK 
(Degtyaryova-Shpagi-
na Krupnokaliberny) or 
“Dushka” welded onto 
the bed. 

Up armored bulldozers 
build sand berms 

while forklifts build 
long walls of shipping 

containers to shield 
fighters from suicide 
vehicle attacks and 

snipers. Photo: cour-
tesy Bunyan Marsous
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“Your Americans,” is how the official 

Libyan spokesman proudly described 

them to me with his hands, “…can drop 

a bomb on the top while our fighters are 

clearing below.” A few minutes before, 

al-Ghasry had rudely told a news crew 

from another nation in our meeting room 

that there were no foreigners in Sirte. 

To make sure I wouldn’t miss the 

point on my way out to the battlefield, 

al-Ghasry exclaimed, “We love the 

Americans.” It was that day that his 

Libyans seized the massive white-and-

black-striped Ouagadougou confer-

ence center in Sirte. The news of the 

Americans supporting the Libyan militia 

against Sirte to take the shopping mall-

sized center wasn’t his best-kept secret, 

as the American military presence in 

Sirte was broadcast all around the world 

the next day.

ON THE BATTLEFIELD

“I am the son of a martyr and the 

father of a martyr,” a chisel-jawed 

ter hundreds of trip wires and explosives 

used to maim unaware combatants while 

also forcing civilians to stay inside the 

buildings as human shields.

The mood was not victorious as 

they cleared each building knowing 

full well they would have to deal with 

the booby traps left behind by Daesh. 

“They left them under carpets, behind 

doors, under dead bodies … they are 

everywhere. We need help with this,” 

a local commander complains. Most 

of the Libyan casualties came from 

booby traps and suicide bombings. Not 

surprisingly many ISIS bodies were shot 

dozens of times as revenge.

The inability of Libyans to handle 

casualties was another factor in how 

aggressively the militia could prosecute 

the war. There are only 20 hospital 

beds three hours away in Misrata. It’s 

only after those patients are evacu-

ated to Turkey and room is made in the 

hospital that the militia would launch 

another assault. Even in cleared areas, 

KILLING ISIS

Libyan commander starts his discus-

sion with me. He asked me not to use 

his name because ISIS looks for names 

in reports and sends suicide bomb-

ers to kill commanders. The sounds of 

sporadic gunshots were an underscore 

in the sweltering coastal city of Sirte. 

I’m in the last stronghold of ISIS in 

Libya watching the commander and his 

militia methodically kill each surviving 

member. This is deliberately a difficult 

war to enter, so Americans back home 

aren’t exposed to the ugly, relentless 

job of killing ISIS.  

The ISIS holdouts employ sniper 

attacks from positions inside inhabited 

but booby-trapped apartment blocks, 

buying time for the main ISIS elements 

to vanish into the vast southern desert 

of Libya. The combined force of ground 

and air is grinding down Daesh. Preci-

sion gunfire, small, air-launched mis-

siles, and even concrete smart bombs 

are used to attrit and win over each 

block. Once cleared, the militias encoun-

House to house fight-
ing to clear snipers 
while dealing with 
thousands of ISIS 
booby traps resulted 
in an extraordinarily 
high casualty rate of 
between 1200 and 
4000 men out of the 
6000 Bunyan Marsous 
fighters. There were 
37 civilian casualties 
but 740 Libyan militias 
were killed. There were 
no UXO specialists and 
only twenty hospital 
beds for the wounded. 
Photo: courtesy 
Bunyan Marsous
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ISIS also continued to engage in numer-

ous suicide attacks. When a suicide 

bomber fires up a trash-armored death 

express, they’re methodically taken out 

by wire-guided missiles. 

ISIS was implementing its worst tricks 

as dozens of car bombs appeared, some 

abruptly pulling out of garages in front of 

troops advancing down streets in Sirte. 

ISIS was deadly and adaptive. One day a 

feel-good story published on a local news 

site about a popular snack shop in Sirte 

providing free meals for fighters resulted 

in a car bomb parked outside the next 

day, killing scores.

ON THE RUN

By December 6, 2016, Sirte was 

clear. America became very good 

at killing ISIS — a task that takes 

inordinate time, money, expertise, 

coordination, relentless pursuit, and 

grim determination. The U.S. has built 

up impressive ISR coverage across the 

Sahara from Mauritania to the Sey-

chelles. One source familiar with the 

assets says the only problem is getting 

on the ground fast enough to deal with 

insurgents over the vast distances.

KILLING ISIS

Are we winning the war against ISIS? 

According to the U.S. military, in the 

last four years we’ve spent almost 

$15 billion and performed just under 

25,000 airstrikes to kill between 

60,000 to 70,000 fighters. 

Defining “win” is our biggest prob-

lem. They have lost their Mesopota-

mian caliphate, but ISIS’ low franchise 

regeneration costs, self-funding tax 

model, multiple infection spots, and 

plentiful recruits continues to respawn 

an aggressive enemy complete with 

lone wolves and sleeper cells. Matched 

against our ever-expanding tools, tech-

nology, and the talented tradesmen who 

man our lethal epidemiology against 

ISIS, we are constantly reshaping ISIS. 

Just because we mow our lawn every 

week does not mean the lawn is win-

ning. We are now in a more remote, 

more difficult pursuit.  

POSTSCRIPT

On December 2, 2018, a group of 

armed men were seen moving across 

Syria’s southeastern Badiyah desert. 

The drone was cleared hot, and a 

group of ISIS fighters were instantly 

killed. It was discovered that among 

them was Abu al Umarayn, the man 

involved in the brutal 2014 decapita-

tion of 26-year-old Peter Kassig, a 

former U.S. Army Ranger turned aid 

worker. For now, rest assured that out 

there somewhere is someone chug-

ging energy drinks, staring at a moni-

tor, and watching a glowing image of 

explosions killing ISIS.

The hunt continues. 

The Special Operations 
Joint Task Force – 
Operation Inherent 
Resolve SOJTF-OIR 
re-patching to replace 
the interim 1st Special 
Forces Group unit 
patch. CJTF-OIR is 
tasked with defeating 
ISIS in Iraq and Syria. 
Photo: U.S. Army/
Dakota Price

Author Robert Young Pelton, 
relaxing with al Bunyan Mar-
sous militia fighters in between 
clearing buildings in District 3. 
The sea front area was the last 
ISIS hold out in Sirte. 
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Believe the hype. This is the first truly 

innovative pistol design in over 30 years, 

with the potential to advance the evolution 

of handguns as we know them. Mighty big 

talk for a one-eyed fat man? Not when you 

can back it up.

This isn’t the first firearm Jan Lucan-

sky, founder of Laugo Arms, has designed. 

After serving as a volunteer for the Croat 

HVO militia in the Bosnian conflict, he 

returned to his native Slovakia with a 

desire to make a submachine gun. So 

he did. That gun caught the attention of 

Czech manufacturer, CZ, who bought the 

rights to it and placed it into their catalog 

as the Scorpion — the rest, as they say, is 

history. 

The first 10,000 or so guns left the 

factory with the legend “Designed by 

Laugo Arms” molded into their polymer 

frames, just above the trigger assembly, 

until CZ decided that giving another design 

house props wasn’t part of their marketing 

strategy and removed it from the tooling. 

Fun fact: Laugo Arms derives its name 

from the Roman 2nd century settlement of 

Laugaricio, located near the modern-day 

city of Trencin, Slovakia. 

After spending three years at the draw-

ing board perfecting the design of a pistol 

that started out with the name “Dream,” 

Laugo Arms was ready to start mak-

ing chips. Its original moniker reflected 

a philosophy of not hewing slavishly to 

previous principles, but instead being 

free to reimagine what a handgun should 

look like. Although there’s no getting away 

from precedent, the Alien reuses certain 

features in a completely new combination.

ALL ABOARD THE NOSTROMO

We might as well start with its insanely 

low-bore axis, as that’s what everyone will 

notice right off the bat. It’s made pos-

sible by a combination of a gas-delayed 

blowback operating system placed above 

the barrel and a slide which drops both its 

breech face and center of gravity into the 

space normally occupied by lockwork. This 

combination is what drives everything else 

— the inverted hammer, the stationary top 

rib, the astounding lack of muzzle flip, the 

attention-grabbing looks. 

Although using propellant gasses to 

retard the reciprocating parts, rather than 

drive them, was first implemented by Karl 

Barnitzke during the closing days of WWII 

in the VG 1-5 rifle, it wasn’t until the ap-

pearance of the H&K P7 and its cultlike 

following that it came to popular attention. 

In this system, a gas port right next to the 

case mouth taps off high-pressure gasses 

into a cylinder lying parallel to the bore 

axis where they hit a piston, driving it for-

ward. This in turn holds the slide closed, 

counteracting pressure from the cartridge 

case pushing on the breech face — note 

that at no time is the breech locked in the 

conventional sense. 

MEET THE ALIEN FROM LAUGO ARMS — A RECOIL EXCLUSIVE
BY IAIN HARRISON

PHOTOS BY ERIC HAGOOD AND COURTESY LAUGO ARMS
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By adding gas to keep the slide 

closed, rather than just relying on iner-

tia and resistance from a recoil spring, 

such as in the case of a straight 

blowback weapon, the amount of mass 

needed to balance forces generated by 

slinging a bullet downrange is drasti-

cally reduced. It also adds a measure 

of self-regulation to the system, as hot-

ter ammo produces higher pressures 

at the gas port, which in turn increase 

resistance to the slide’s operation. 

In the case of the H&K P7 (and for 

that matter the current Walther CCP), 

the piston is mounted under the bar-

rel, where it occupies the same space 

that a recoil spring guide rod would 

in a Browning-pattern handgun. The 

Alien moves this to the top side, where 

it lies next to a small-diameter recoil 

spring, both of which are seated in 

a gas block, into which the barrel is 

inserted. Although the barrel is fixed 

to the frame — thus increasing its ac-

curacy potential — it can be removed 

and replaced at the user level. We 

tried several examples with different 

gas port diameters; the end user will 

probably want to play with this tune to 

the gun to their shooting style. Bigger 

ports allow for a lighter recoil spring, 

but there’s still no getting away from 

Newton’s third law — you’ll either 

experience recoil as a sharper smack 

in your palm or as increased muzzle 

flip. You choose.

Lucansky managed to shoehorn a 

lot of mechanical components into a 

small space while shaving weight from 

the gun’s reciprocating components 

— the top of the slide is effectively 

missing. Or to look at it another way, 

it’s been turned upside down, as the 

majority of its mass sits directly over 

the top of the magazine. 

NUKE IT FROM ORBIT

In order to get things moving, we 

need a means of ignition. The Alien 

employs what the company’s rep-

resentatives term a “Hybrid Striker 

System.” They could instead call it 

the Easter Bunny, as both terms bear 

as much relationship as to what’s ac-

tually lighting off the primers, which 

is a hammer. It’s an upside-down, 

lightweight, CNC’d hammer, but a 

hammer nonetheless, housed along 

IN CZECH, NO ONE CAN HEAR YOU SCREAM

with its sear in the top rib. 

About the only thing striker-like 

about it is that the tail of the hammer 

strut pokes out of the gun’s arse end 

when cocked, just like in a Springfield 

XD, Canik, or all the way back to the 

1907 Roth Steyr. But it’s a hammer. 

This distinction is important, as the 

Alien is being marketed as a compe-

tition pistol, aimed squarely at the 

USPSA Production and Carry Optics 

divisions, and unfortunately, having a 

hammer means it’ll have a hard time 

meeting the division rules. But we 

digress, and we shall see.

Of course, being equipped with a 

hammer, dropped by a single-action 

trigger, places the Alien in the same 

category as a 1911. And the best news 

is that its trigger pull is every bit as 

good as a 1911. To be specific, a Se-

ries 70 with Wilson guts, hand-tuned 

by a ’smith who knows what the f@

ck he’s doing. Yeah, that good. While 

striker-fired guns have come a long way 

in terms of the quality of their triggers, 

the 1911 is still the gold standard, and 

the Alien emulates it in every way — 

crisp break, short, tactile reset, and 

With its top rib 

removed, the 

skeletonized slide 

reveals a breech 

block containing  

the recoil spring and 

gas piston. 

Switch out the top 

rail, and the user  

can go from first-

class adjustable 

irons to an MRDS in 

about 15 seconds.
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once the initial takeup is passed, no 

sponginess in any way.  

Like a striker-fired gun, there’s a 

gas pedal safety in the trigger’s face, 

but apart from this minor impediment, 

nothing else stands in the way of things 

getting loud. 1911 guys are probably 

shaking their heads right about now, 

muttering about, “single action pistols 

without thumb safeties, something 

something, accident waiting to happen, 

mumble...” but honestly, we’ve had at 

least two decades now of fully cocked 

strikers riding in peoples’ holsters and 

nothing to show for it apart from the 

occasional Glock leg. If there were an 

inherent flaw in the system, it’d have 

shown up in ways that didn’t involve 

egregiously violating Rule 3.  

The Alien’s trigger hinges on a 

pin located in a steel chassis, which 

looks much like an STI or SVI. Like 

its predecessors, the lower half of 

the grip is replaceable, machined 

from aluminum bar stock in this 

case. According to the manufacturer, 

there’ll be polymer (lighter) and steel 

(heavier) options in the future to al-

low the user to further customize the 

handgun to suit their needs. For the 

moment, there are different sized and 

profiled grips and backstraps, as well 

as two sizes of magwell. The grip is 

dovetailed to the chassis and secured 

with a single screw at the front of 

the trigger guard; once it’s in place, 

there’s no slop or play between the 

two. There’s another two screws hold-

ing the frame nose cap in position, 

which acts as the front anchor point 

for the removable top rail and which 

could just as easily morph into a com-

pensator or muzzle brake. 

The Alien’s other unique feature — 

that one-piece, stationary top rib — 

contributes greatly to its shootability 

at the range. When a round is fired, 

the gun cycles just like any other 

semi-auto, but the sights stay put 

while the sides of the slide whip back 

and forth — it’s noticeable when 

using iron sights, but really comes 

into its own with an MRDS, as anyone 

who’s shot an Open division blaster 

will tell you. In this case, the dot 

never leaves the lens, which means 

you don’t lose sight of it during 

recoil, making follow-up shots that 

much faster. The rail itself is secured 

at three locations: frame nose, gas 

block, and beavertail, by closely fit-

ting hooks, ensuring the sights return 

to zero after disassembly. We shot 

a couple of different configurations, 

one with a Picatinny rail running 

the entire length and carrying an 

Aimpoint Micro, so larger tube and 

holographic sights are a viable option 

with this system.

IN CZECH, NO ONE CAN HEAR YOU SCREAM

Note cut line at 

beavertail, where the 

serialized part  

of the pistol meets 

the customizable 

grip module.

Despite employing 

a novel operating 

system, there are 

still the same 

number of sub 

assemblies as your 

typical Browning-

pattern handgun 

when field stripped.
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— Waterproof/Fogproof/Shockproof
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BLASTING FACEHUGGERS

We spent an enjoyable afternoon 

in the company of Laugo Arms staff 

on a range about 45 minutes outside 

of Prague, putting the gun through 

its paces on a USPSA-style stage. 

Rather than warm up and fire a 

few unhurried groups, we launched 

straight into it and broke out the 

timer, going head to head from the 

holster with one of their pro shooters. 

No pressure then ...

Did that novel design and operat-

ing system pay dividends? Yes, 

but like everything else in this 

life, you’ll have to work at it in 

order to maximize your return 

on investment. The first thing 

you notice when you pick one 

up is that Glock shooters will 

have no trouble adapting to 

the Alien. Anyone who’s more 

used to a 1911-style grip angle 

will find their shots landing 

higher than normal, until 

this is taken into account, 

but hopefully there’ll be a 

combination of grip panels 

and backstraps to make the 

transition easier. 

Once this hurdle was overcome, 

the next problem we encountered 

was that the heady combination of 

lack of muzzle flip and super fast 

trigger suckered us into outrunning 

our meager talents. Yes, it’s easy to 

shoot this pistol fast, but it does you 

no good if you start shanking rounds 

into the C zone because you’re mash-

ing the trigger and getting sloppy 

with the sights. Even if it does feel 

IN CZECH, NO ONE CAN HEAR YOU SCREAM

so good. Just because it’s better, 

doesn’t mean you’ll be.

Having been a card-carrying 

member of the P7 cult for a number 

of years, we’d been anticipating hav-

ing to halt proceedings after a few 

magazines, in order to let the pistol 

cool off. Gas-delayed blowback isn’t 

without its drawbacks, one of which 

is heat. We’re glad to report that at 

no time did the gun become uncom-

fortable, and while it probably would 

get too hot to operate after multiple 

mag dumps, running hoser drills and 

field courses didn’t seem to create 

any undue temperature increase. 

WHO’S GOING TO BUY IT?

Bringing any new gun to market is 

a risky venture. Laugo Arms is a tiny 

company — no, scratch that; in com-

parison to the likes of S&W or Ruger, 

they’re barely more significant than a 

speck of dust on the corporate board-

room table. So why gamble everything 

on a pistol that may not make it into 

the competition divisions they’ve built 

the gun around? Well, there’s an Aus-

trian chap who was probably told the 

same thing when he started hawking 

an ugly-assed, plastic-framed semi-

auto to police and military markets in 

Slap a compensator 

on that puppy and  

it might shoot a 

little flatter. 

First 500 guns 

ship in a custom 

case with holster, 

mags, and RDS, 

much to the delight 

of collectors 

everywhere. Pity, 

as this is a gun to 

be used hard, not 

admired in a case.
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the 1980s, but which turned out to 

be a better mousetrap than anything 

available at the time. 

We have to imagine that the manu-

facturers who currently dominate the 

relevant competitive divisions are 

lobbying hard to keep the Alien out 

of their playgrounds. If the USPSA 

and IPSC find a way to exclude the 

Alien from matches, it’ll be a great 

pity, as the role of competition in the 

civilian world has been as a test bed 

for innovation. If a particular technol-

ogy gives an advantage and proves to 

be reliable, it eventually finds its way 

into the hands of our warfighters — 

think low power variable optics, mini 

red dots, compensators, extended 

base pads, skateboard tape, stippling, 

offset irons, and a host of other items 

that are nowadays common down-

range and were first validated on the 

competition circuit. 

Make no mistake, the Alien is a 

significant step forward. It’s easy to 

envision a lighter, duty-sized version 

of this weapon finding a ready home 

in service holsters across the country. 

With no significant G-forces to deal 

with, the designers of red-dot sights 

can switch their focus to making the 

windows larger, while maintaining 

impact resistance. For police depart-

ments everywhere, the time needed 

to train personnel to accurately place 

rounds on target just got cut sig-

nificantly. Place dot on target, press 

match-grade trigger — congratula-

tions, recruit, you passed. Now, let’s 

work on those reloads. 

Of course, all of this is just blue-

sky spitballing, and you shouldn’t 

take our word for anything preceding 

this sentence. After all, there are 

legions of gun writers who’ve never 

met a firearm they don’t like; how 

often can you recycle the same, tired 

material? But this one is different. Go 

shoot one if you get the chance. Make 

up your own mind, then decide if the 

juice is worth the squeeze. The first 

production run of any new item incurs 

significant startup costs, which are 

factored into the price of admission, 

so don’t expect this to be anywhere 

near the same price range as a plas-

tic fantastic. That said, Gen 1 Glock 

19s are fetching crazy money at the 

moment, so maybe there’s something 

about being first with the best ... 
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LAUGO ARMS 

ALIEN

CALIBER
9mm

BARREL LENGTH
4.8 inches

OVERALL LENGTH
8.2 inches

WEIGHT (UNLOADED)
2.47 pounds

MAGAZINE CAPACITY
17 

$
MSRP

Approx. $5,000

URL

www.facebook.com/LaugoArms
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®

 & 
SPEED SCABBARD

® 

Introducing the DeSantis Legacy partners holster package for IWB and OWB concealed carry. 
Holster sets available for most popular models.

LEARN MORE AT WWW.DESANTISHOLSTER.COM

LEGACY

WE DIDN’T INVENT 
CONCEALMENT, 
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PERFECTED IT!™

MADE IN THE U.S.A.





5. Farmer's carry 
was just one of 
several events that 
test grip strength 
and the ability to 
move under load.

6. Dragging a 
weighted sled in full 
kit enhances the 
stress on aerobic 
capacity. 

7. Dropping to the 
prone helps stabilize 
those timed shots 
while trying to regain 
breath control.

1 2 3

5
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1 TEST YOUR SKILLS 

AND TRAINING IN 

THE CRUCIBLE OF 

COMPETITION
BY IVAN LOOMIS

PHOTOS BY HOM FILM CO.



1-2. Loaded up and 
headed to the 1st 
event.

3. A quick recap 
of the course of 
fire before we get 
after it.

4. Competitors are 
required to wear  
armor or a plate 
carrier weighing at 
least 15 pounds. 4

6 7
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For me, the 2018 Tactical Games in Fayette-

ville, North Carolina, did a lot to validate my 

training, as a prior service member, law en-

forcement, and contractor. But some context 

would be helpful here — like what are the 

Tactical Games?

The Tactical Games, in the most simple 

terms, merges a CrossFit-style competition 

and a two-gun competition (rifle and pistol). 

It’s the brainchild of Tim Burke, a career 

Special Forces soldier and all-around amaz-

ing guy. The games, put on in partnership 

with Brownells, are comprised of a series of 

events held over the course of two days, de-

signed to push you physically and mentally 

— all the while requiring a high degree of 

accuracy with respect to shooting. Simple on 

its face, right? Wrong …

The two ends of the spectrum are actually 

quite straightforward in terms of performance 

when you isolate them. Working out is easy; 

push yourself physically and grind through the 

challenge. Shooting is pretty simple too — 

sights, trigger, squeeze. However, things go 

sideways when you mix the two.

With the physical stress of pushing your 

body comes the mental stress of now hav-

ing to perform a very delicate task, pulling 

the trigger while maintaining a good sight 

picture. On top of that, we have to remember 

round counts, apply target discrimination, 

and process other mental tasks. Things 

break down, and knowing yourself and your 

capabilities becomes paramount. Not to 

mention knowing your gear. So where does 

the validation come into this? While people 

often work out at the gym or train on the 

range with firearms, how often do you test 

those skills in tandem? Appreciate for a 

moment that the Tactical Games is, in fact, 

a game. It has rules, winners, and losers 

— and at the end of the day everyone goes 



1. Walking off an 
event knowing you 
gave it your all, 
regardless of the 
outcome.

2. The paradox of 
balancing speed 
and accuracy was 
especially poignant 
during pistol stages.

3. Competitors 
were allowed to 
move the husafell 
stone however they 
wanted, as long as 
they got it all the 
way to the end of 
their lane.

4. Tip #1 Press 
Checks: They're free 
and always worth 
doing.

1 2

3

4
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THE TACTICAL GAMES — VALIDATION

home. While there’s no simple metric 

or way to truly recreate the challenges 

of combat, this event went a long way 

in simulating this through its use of 

physical, mental, and firearms-related 

challenges.

While I work out around three to 

five days a week at my local gym, 

CrossFit CDA, I don’t really partici-

pate in any competitions. I consider 

myself a casual athlete. And while 

I do spend a fair bit of time on the 

range, both previously through my 

careers and now as a law-abiding citi-

zen, I rarely take part in any firearms 

competitions — which brings us to 

how to gauge our performance.

I’ll openly admit that my ego kept 

me from competition for years, es-

pecially with respect to shooting. It’s 

really easy to rationalize away three-

gun competitions, IDPA, or any other 

shooting sport as a game, unworthy of 

consideration for a serious practitio-

ner of the deadly arts. They don’t use 

sound tactics so I don’t want to muddy 

the waters of my training… At the end 

of the day, it’s really easy to convince 

yourself how good you are in your own 

mind when your skills are ultimately 



MANTICOREARMS.COM
MADE
IN USA

Although Chris has never served in the military or 

law enforcement he still knows the responsibility of 

protecting himself and his family every day, and he 

trusts his life to Manticore Arms products.

Designing and manufacturing ways to enhance 

your firearm is our business, and whatever your 

personal need is we can help you upgrade the 

performance of your own fireram.

All of our parts are designed and manufactured in 

the USA just like they should be.

Check out our offering of Scorpion EVO parts along 

with parts for many other firearms on our website.

THIS CIVILIAN IS MANTICORE EQUIPPED



1. Tip #2: Lock your 
shoulders back 
when pushing the 
wheelbarrow, or 
you'll get even more 
smoked than you 
otherwise will ...

2. Brownells 
partnered with 
RECOIL to bring 
you coverage of the 
Tactical Games.

3. Tig conferring 
with Tactical Games 
founder Tim Burke 
after an event.

4. Fundamentals 
like proper grip 
become critical when 
your body is totally 
drained before you 
even reach the firing 
line.

5. Tip #3 Know Your 
Offset: Shooting 
under barricades 
ate people's lunch 
because they didn’t 
understand their 
zero shift.

1

2

3

4

5
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untested in a quantifiable manner. 

Consider competitive shooting like 

three-gun. How could the ability to 

shoot fast and accurately with a vari-

ety of weapons not be advantageous 

in the real world? Enough said.

So with all of this in mind, I was pre-

sented with the opportunity to compete 

in the 2018 Tactical Games in North 

Carolina. It was in a word, awesome. I 

got to meet an incredible group of peo-

ple, including John “Tig” Tiegan of 13 

Hours’ fame, and ultimately test myself. 

Some of the events were straight-up 

soul crushing, requiring you to dig deep. 

But it was worth every drop of sweat.

What the Tactical Games did for me 

was to create a metric. A way to test 

all of those aforementioned aspects 

of physical fitness and shooting, all 

crammed into a nice tight box labeled 

“Competition.” While the individual 

components are straightforward, 

taken as a whole they get exponen-

tially harder.

Everyone stepped onto the field 

with whatever individual abilities they 

had, armed with largely the same 

load out — an AR-15 pattern rifle 

in 5.56mm with a red dot and iron 

sights, a pistol with regular sights (no 

optics), and a plate carrier weighing 

THE TACTICAL GAMES — VALIDATION





AUTHOR’S LOAD OUT

Following is a list of the author’s load out for the  

2018 Tactical Games:

Radian Weapons Model 1:  

This rifle absolutely performed throughout the event. The trigger 

and inherent accuracy of the rifle allowed for fast, clean shots. 

While not the lightest rifle on the market, I kept it light by adding 

the Scalarworks PEAK fixed iron sights and Scalarworks LEAP RMR 

mount, with a Trijicon RMR 06 with 3.5 MOA dot. Additionally, an 

Edgar Sherman Design sling was both comfortable and easy to 

adjust when it came to stowing the weapon for climbs and lifts.

SKD Tactical PIG Brigantine Plate Carrier:  

Per the rules of the Tactical Games, you need to run a plate 

carrier. Since there was no point in creating snag hazards, 

the slick BRIG PC and LVL 4 plates did a great job. The elastic 

cummerbund kept the carrier tight enough to not shift around, 

but it was still comfortable during dynamic movements. The 

addition of the shoulder pads and pontoon pads helped im-

mensely, especially during the long run.

Snake Eater Tactical War Belt:  

The S.E.T. War Belt system, utilizing their inner, outer, and pad-

ded belt section, was comfortable and stayed in place during 

every event. Additionally, the Burro Magazine Pouches did a 

great job with respect to retention during all of the sprinting, 

climbing, and jumping.

SIG P320 Pistol:  

While the P320 I ran was a full-size bone-stock pistol, it did 

its job, though it could’ve benefited from a lighter trigger. A 

Safariland 7TS ALS holster did a solid job of keeping the pistol 

secured until it was needed.

Tactical Distributors Neptune 2.0 Pants:  

The TD Neptune pants did a phenomenal job during the games. 

The pants were light enough to keep me cool in the humid North 

Carolina weather and allowed for all the mobility I needed. They 

weren’t a hindrance at all during the Deadlift event, which 

speaks volumes.

Lems Boulder Boots:  

When you have wide feet, finding boots to fit can be a challenge. 

The zero-drop minimalist Lems worked well in every event, from 

Deadlifts to running.

SKD Tactical PIG Delta Utility Gloves:  

While a lot of people don’t like shooting with gloves, tearing 

up your hands is even worse. The SKD Gloves didn’t hinder my 

shooting and kept my hands from getting thrashed while climb-

ing over concrete walls. I only took them off briefly to get a better 

purchase on the rope climb.

1. Tip #4 Know Your 
Engine: Don’t get 
caught up trying to 
beat the person next 
to you in the physical 
events. If you're too 
smoked to get your 
hits, you'll lose. 
You can’t miss fast 
enough.

2. Tip #5 Get 
Familiar with 
Unconventional: 
Spend some time in 
different shooting 
positions.

1

2
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THE TACTICAL GAMES — VALIDATION

around 15 pounds. And beyond that, 

some way of hauling magazines and a 

whole lot of moxie.

There were seven events spread 

across two days, ranging in complexity 

and length. Some involved 100-yard 

sled drags and sprints, with 10 rounds 

from your pistol at steel targets 25 

yards away, five times through. Others 

involved rope climbs or climbing up 

and over barriers, with the added ele-

ment of memorization and target iden-

tification. And then there was the run. 

I haven’t run that far in years! Most of 

my workouts involve a 400m run, and 

that’s about it. Consequently, shooting 

on either end of a 5-mile run, in kit 

with a rifle, was pretty rough.

At the end, though, I was very 

pleased with my performance. I went 

head to head with 12 other men 

in the Elite Division and came in 

second, battling it out against active 

military and LEOs. It was a validation 

of my time spent in the gym and on 

the range. And while I came into the 

Tactical Games with no expectations, 

I couldn’t be happier at the results.

I don’t work out at CrossFit CDA 

to be good at exercising. And I don’t 

spend time on the range to be good 

at standing in place and shooting 

holes in paper. I do both of those 

activities to enhance my life, prepare 

for unforeseen events, and boost my 

self-reliance. 

If you find yourself wanting to see 

how you stack up, to see where all 

those hours in the gym and on the 

range have gotten you, think about 

coming out to an event like the Tacti-

cal Games. 

Tactical Games thetacticalgames.com
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handgun platform of its kind that’s avail-

able direct from a manufacturer.

At first glance, the NCH is confus-

ing. It’s even more perplexing when 

you have one in hand, because 

you immediately realize it’s 

nothing like a pistol and vaguely 

resembles a rifle. But it serves a 

niche market of hunters who like to be 

challenged by medium to long-range 

shots with a rifle-caliber pistol.

To understand why the NCH is 

even a thing, I talked to one of the 

most-experienced handgun hunters in 

the world, Mark Hampton, and then 

put it to the test in the field. Having 

used a multitude of weapons for 

hunting, the NCH proved to be the 

most difficult for me to master. Once 

I figured out how to problem-solve 

this abstract pistol, hitting targets 

became easy and fun.

Little is a relative term.

In relation to centerfire, rifle-

caliber guns, the Nosler Cus-

tom Handgun makes it possible 

to take a long shot with a little 

gun. Designed for handgun hunting, 

the NCH is in a class of its own, as a 

rifle-caliber, bolt-action pistol. Two de-

cades ago, Remington retired its version 

of a similar hunting handgun, the XP-100. 

So, the NCH is currently the only hunting 
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HANDGUN RUNDOWN

Based around Nosler’s Model 48 

short action, the NCH is a single-

shot pistol, fed from a solid-bottom 

receiver. It looks like a rifle with 

the stock cut off, but there’s much 

more to the engineering than that. 

“The Nosler NCH is a product of a 

well-thought-out, high-quality, well-

designed handgun,” says Hampton. 

“Nosler didn’t cut any corners; they 

tried to get it right the first time, and 

I think they did.” 

Just like the M48, 

the bolt can be 

removed with a 

press of a button 

and no extra tools, 

unlike the XP-100.

A new cartridge can be 
quickly loaded into the 
solid-bottom receiver.

With three spots to attach a QD swivel, I opted 

for a Spartan Precision Equipment Javelin 

Bipod mount. The magnetic bipod was stored 

in its belt pouch while hunting, because a 

prone shot was unlikely.

LONG SHOT WITH A LITTLE GUN

Past the action, the NCH was devel-

oped from the ground up. The bedded 

action and free-floated barrel rest in a 

6061-T6 bar stock aluminum stock. A 

cross-bolt safety prevents the trigger 

from being pulled when on safe, but is 

effortless to disengage with your trigger 

finger right before taking the shot, as 

long as you aren’t wrong- 

handed. A reversible safety may be of-

fered in the future. The custom part of 

the NCH comes in the form of different 

Cerakote colors, barrel lengths, muzzle 

brake, fluted or non-fluted barrels, and 

six calibers to choose from.

Taking a note from the AR platform, 

the NCH pistol grip can be swapped out 

for any standard AR pistol grip. This is 

great because pistol grip preference is 

as personal as your choice of boxers or 

briefs. The NCH comes from the factory 

with a Hogue OverMolded rubber grip 

with generous finger groves. 

Most rifles have noticeable recoil. 

Imagine that same amount of recoil, 

but without the additional contact 

point of the buttstock in your shoulder. 

Chambered in a rifle caliber, the NCH 

undoubtedly has recoil that has to go 

somewhere. Nosler engineers were 

wise to thread the barrel, allowing for 

a muzzle brake or silencer. Using a 

muzzle brake will mitigate some of the 

recoil, but it will be offensively loud. 

On my loaner NCH, I used a silencer.

BUT, WHY?

Why would anyone want to hunt with 

a handgun? For the same reason some 

hunters choose a bow instead of a rifle; 

getting close to your prey is a rush and 

a challenge. Using a handgun to hunt is 

a middle ground between using a rifle 

or bow. The type of handgun you use 

determines how close you need to get to 

make the shot. For the NCH, the limita-

tions are related to the caliber selected 

and your proficiency level. 

In addition to hunting, there are 

dedicated competitions for long-range 

handguns. Silhouette pistol shooting 

is a game where old people shoot from 

contorted positions at metal targets 

shaped like animals. Targets vary in 

size and are usually placed out to 500 

yards. It’s these types of competitions 

that spawned unique freestyle shooting 

positions with names like the creedmoor 

or dead frog. Another type of competi-

tive shooting for handguns like the NCH 

is the Annual MOA Long Range “Cold 

Turkey” Handgun Match in Sundance, 

Wyoming. Target distances start at 500 

yards, advance to 750 yards, and finally 

end at 1,000 yards. This intriguing 

match proves how capable long-range 

pistols can be in skilled hands. 

THE REAL TEST

I was given the opportunity to go 

on an antelope hunt with the Nosler 
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crew. My loaner NCH was chambered 

in 22 Nosler, and came with a case 

of 55-grain Nosler E-Tip. To put it 

into perspective, the caliber is roughly 

12-percent more powerful than a 223; 

the muzzle velocity listed on the box 

was 3,300 fps. 

A fixed four-power Leupold FX-II 

came mounted on the NCH. Eye re-

lief on the scope is 18 inches, which 

I couldn’t achieve without using a 

Picatinny cantilever riser. Some hand-

gun hunters prefer to use a riflescope 

instead of a handgun scope so they can 

use more magnification. They know-

ingly put up with scope shadow and pull 

the trigger when the scope has an even 

amount of shadow all the way around. 

That fact shocked me because scope 

shadow affects the point of impact of 

your bullet, but if you have no choice but 

to have shadow, the best option is for it 

to be a perfect donut hole. 

With the simple duplex reticle in the 

Leupold scope and the ammo being 

used, a 200-yard zero maximized the 

lethality of the handgun out to 300 

yards without having to come complete-

ly off the target. At 100 yards, the hold 

was a little low, 200 was dead on, and 

at 300 yards, the hold was at the top of 

an 8-inch plate.

My first shots were humbling. Getting 

into a stable position, with minimal 

wobble, was extremely difficult. I did my 

research, and most handgun hunters ei-

ther use a bipod and bag combo or shoot 

from a hunting tripod or sticks. I mim-

icked all the positions I found, minus the 

human-pretzel ones. Shooting prone was 

fairly stable, but knowing prone shots 

The exact shooting 

position when I 

took the antelope. 

The RRS tripod was 

extremely stable; 

there was no wobble 

and I let the gun 

free-recoil.

LONG SHOT WITH A LITTLE GUN

in hunting are rare, I was determined to 

shoot from an elevated position. 

After trying multiple hunting tripods 

and shooting sticks and still not gain-

ing enough confidence to consis-

tently hit an 8-inch plate at 300 

yards, frustration took over but my 

experience in precision long-range 

matches saved me. Borderline 

angry, but pleasantly challenged by this 

new gun, I locked it into the most stable 

elevated shooting device I know of — a 

A threaded barrel is 

a necessity for an 

enjoyable shooting 

experience. 



.

.

.



Really Right Stuff tripod with the Vyce 

clamp. After putting the NCH on the 

RRS tripod, hitting that 8-inch plate be-

came child’s play. Some people say that 

putting the handgun on a tripod isn’t 

sportsman-like, but when an animal’s 

life is at the receiving end, I’ll always 

choose what’s most ethical. An ethical 

shot is one that’ll take the animal’s life 

as quickly and painlessly as possible. 

The stability of the RRS tripod was the 

most ethical option.

THE KILL

Getting within 300 yards of a herd 

of antelope proved to be difficult. In 

Utah, there were areas of rolling hills 

that would suddenly open up to flat 

land. Antelope are observant, and it 

wasn’t until the final day that we got 

close enough. We spotted a small 

group of antelope, with one buck that 

was 210 yards away. They didn’t see 

us, so I quickly deployed the tripod 

and set up for the shot. 

A single shot dropped the buck 

in his tracks; he didn’t take another 

step. The Nosler E-Tip projectile went 

shoulder-to-shoulder, clipping both 

lungs, and was recovered inside the 

hide. Success.
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NOSLER 

CUSTOM HANDGUN

URL

www.nosler.com

$
MSRP

$2,495

CALIBER
22 Nosler

BARREL LENGTH
14 inches

OVERALL LENGTH
20 inches

WEIGHT
6.2 pounds (as shown)

MAGAZINE CAPACITY
1

LESSONS LEARNED

I didn’t expect the NCH to be such a 

challenge to shoot. After learning how 

to shoot it, I understand why there’s 

a dedicated demographic of hunters 

who enjoy using a handgun. If I hadn’t 

already been proficient in both pistol 

shooting and long-range rifle shooting, 

I would’ve been at a loss of how to use 

this weapon. 

After the hunt, I discussed the diffi-

culty of long-range handgun hunting with 

Hampton. I asked him what advice he’d 

give to a new shooter who wants to start 

handgun hunting. “I would strongly rec-

ommend getting a 22 rimfire pistol and 

put a handgun scope on it,” said Hamp-

ton. “Getting used to a handgun scope 

takes a lot of practice. Putting a handgun 

scope on a 22 rimfire saves money while 

giving a lot of trigger time. It’s also good 

to practice in difficult shooting positions 

you might encounter in the field.”

This won’t be my last handgun hunt, 

but next time I’ll opt for a larger caliber 

and a variable power scope. Having the 

ability to reach out farther is always a 

good option. The NCH is an impres-

sive handgun that performed exactly as 

advertised; using it for hunting makes for 

a memorable and unique experience. 

LONG SHOT WITH A LITTLE GUN
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SHHH...TELL EVERYONE

800-338-3220 | HORNADY.COM

Hornady® Subsonic 300 Blackout ammunition is a high performance, true controlled expansion 

subsonic round. The Flex Tip® insert and optimized design of the new, patented SUB-X® bullet help it 

to expand at subsonic velocities as low as 900 fps.

The results are deep penetration and large wound channels with no loss of accuracy, proving that you 

don’t have to be fast and loud to make a big impact.
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Introducing SKYLINE Precision Shooting Accessories, by Warne. 

Engineered to perform. Built to last. Backed by the Warne Lifetime Warranty.

CONFIDENCE IN EVERY SHOT.¨

warnescopemounts.comUNIVERSAL

SCOPE LEVEL

PRECISION

BIPOD

DATA CARD

HOLDER

PRECISION

SCOPE MOUNT

MADE IN THE

USA

EQUIP FOR PRECISION

NEWNEW NEW

2019 Offi cial Rings and Mounts Sponsor



ABRAHAM AND MOSES SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT BREATHES  

LIFE INTO A FORGOTTEN SURVIVAL KNIFE
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 BY ALEXANDER CROWN

PHOTOS BY DIEGO MUYA/GEISSELE AUTOMATICS

During a family viewing of the Discovery Chan-

nel show Forged in Fire, Bill Geissele’s son, 

Abraham, expressed interest in bladesmithing.

Geissele, being a supportive father figure and 

successful entrepreneur, decided to create a 

knife company for his sons.

Abraham and Moses Survival Equipment 

is named after his boys Abraham, 12, and 

Moses, 5. The venture allows Geissele and his 

sons a different kind of aesthetic freedom. 

“Knives allowed us to be more artistic and 

creative than gun stuff,” says Geissele.

The family’s passion for the outdoors 

through hunting and backwoods adventures 

carries over to their hard-use, high-quality 

knives. Geissele and Abraham take great 

pride in their products. “The knives are 

really going to be used, and they will help 

people out of a tough spot,” says Abraham. 

A&M already has four successful knife 

designs, one of which is the Goodman Special 

Operations Combat Knife. The Goodman 

is a collaboration with Special Operations 

veteran Lou Goodman and features Geiselle’s 

unmistakable “Sheath of the Future.” 

Geissele explains the sheath’s name: “the 

fully ambidextrous Sheath of the Future is 

manufactured from 7075-T6 aluminum, not 

your average sheath material. It’s got a nylon 

lining inside and stainless steel hardware. We 

built in two methods of knife retention, too … 

a locking latch and a friction latch.”

Abraham is particularly fond of the model 

AM-2. In his words, “The No. 2 is more of an 

all-purpose knife, and the size allows it to be 

carried with little interference on a guy’s hip. 

You can get to your pocket while it’s on your 

belt, and you can also carry it discreetly.” 

The impetus for A&M’s latest blade comes 

from a family gathering more than 20 years 

ago. Geissele was at a Thanksgiving dinner with 

some family friends back in the early ’90s when 

he struck up a conversation with a Vietnam 

veteran. As you can imagine most conversations 

with Geissele would go, this one turned to 

weapons, particularly knives. This prompted the 

serviceman, who had survived several tours, to 

grab his trusty blade from his car to show off 

to Geissele. He came back in carrying a large 

survival-style blade with a handmade leather 

sheath and tremendous brass guard. 
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“The beautiful colors of the grip 

and the brass guard really caught my 

eye,” says Geissele. “It was like a 

Bowie meets a Roman short sword.”

The sheath had a zippered pouch 

on the front with various survival 

items inside, and the knife featured a 

beautiful multicolored laminate handle. 

As his eyes lit up, the man was quick 

to add that the knife was for sale. A 

handshake and $50 ($99 today for 

those who like to account for inflation) 

later Geissele had a new-to-him knife. 

The knife was packed away until his 

recent recollection with Abraham.

Geissele knew little about the knife, 

and his curiosity prompted him to 

set the blade out on his company’s 

display table at the most recent Blade 

Show, an annual tradeshow for the 

knife and blade industry. Surely, 

passersby would help identify the 

mysterious blade. After several people 

offered wild speculation, one man 

recognized the knife from a magazine 

article he read long before. Later that 

weekend, Geissele read an excerpt 

from a 1983 article highlighting 

custom knife maker Dan Valois. Bill 

discovered his knife was known as the 

Victor 2 Survival Knife.

REIMAGINING THE NEW VICTOR 

Finally, armed with a name, Geissele 

began a search for the knife’s designer 

that led to a dead end with a 2009 

obituary. Geissele learned Valois lived 

just 10 miles away in Leighton, Penn-

sylvania, when he died. More sleuthing 

turned up a phone number. A woman’s 

voice on an answering machine greeted 

Geissele’s call, so he left a message 

hoping she’d help him learn more about 

Valois’ design.

Geissele got a call back from Joy 

Valois, Dan Valois’ widow. Geissele ex-

plained his love for the blade and asked 

permission to remake it as the Victor 3. 

Joy explained that she had only recently 

disposed of her late husbands’ draw-

ings, plans, and sketches of his knife 

designs during the same Blade Show 

weekend Geissele had set the knife out 

for identification. 

“To me, it was more than a co-

incidence in timing for her to have 

destroyed his note,” says Geissele. “It 

was the universe’s way of making the 

Victor 3 happen.”

With Joy’s blessing, the Geissele fam-

ily set out to use their comprehensive 

machining skills to bring this knife to 

the 21st century. 

The Victor 3 quickly went from a nap-

kin sketch to a fully rendered design. 

Wanting to maintain the integrity of the 

original, Geissele went so far as to pur-

chase a machine specifically designed 

to make hollow ground blades, ensuring 

historical accuracy and providing a ra-

zor’s edge. The V3’s blade is made from 

440C stainless steel, heat treated to 

58-60 Rockwell hardness, and features 

both a hollow ground main bevel and a 

flat ground false edge.

The original design was a full tang 

knife, typical for survival knives that 

value strength and durability. One side 

of the pommel is exposed to accept 

small saw blades to aid the user in 

survival tasks. This feature is carried 

over from the original knife, making the 

package suitable for woodsmen and 

survivalists alike. The blade comes in 

The produc-
tion process 
of the  
Victor 3.

Each knife is hand-
inspected along the 
way to ensure the 
highest quality.

Knives on their way to the  
inspection process.

Blades of the past 
were sketched in 

notebooks, while these 
benefit from the most 
advanced computer-

aided design systems.
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The Abraham  
and Moses Survival 
Equipment Victor 3 

Survival Knife. 

at 6.875 inches, and the knife is 11.75 

inches long overall. The edge angle for 

the new blade is a standard 22 degrees 

for ease of sharpening and mainte-

nance. Geissele was able to source 

laminate material that’s very similar to 

the original design’s grip and em-

braces the Victor 2’s vibrant colors that 

originally attracted him to it. The brass 

guard was also carried over to the Victor 

3, keeping the original’s key aesthetics. 

The Victor 2’s original sheath housed 

several survival items, including 

braided cable for snares, saw blades 

for the pommel attachment, a sharpen-

ing stone, fishing hooks, waterproof 

matches, and other important items 

with room to spare for end user ad-

ditions. Geissele is currently making 

the Victor 3 sheath from an advanced 

thermo-formable material for durability 

and an improved attachment method. 

The sheath will feature a nylon pouch, 

allowing the bearer to customize a 

survival item loadout.

Resurrecting a classic knife design 

with new materials and advanced manu-

facturing techniques is a labor of love, 

and the Geissele family nailed it with 

the Victor 3. The robust features and 

considerate ergonomics make this an 

excellent choice for the adventurer as 

well as the warfighter who demands a 

knife that holds up to any task or abuse. 

We can all appreciate a father-and-son 

venture that fields quality products 

while teaching life lessons and business 

principles to the next generation. 

 SOURCE

Geissele: geissele.com

Abraham and Moses: abeandmoe.com

REIMAGINING THE NEW VICTOR 

The Victor 3 accepts 
smaller saw blades, 
aiding in its use as a 
survival tool.

Bill Geissele inspects a 
finished Victor 3 knife.

Geissele imbued the 
Victor 3 production 
process with lessons 
learned in firearms 
manufacturing.



FOOTWEAR, GLOVES, AND TECHNICAL APPAREL 

PURPOSE BUILT FOR YOUR DAILY GUNFIGHT

GO TO WWW.VIKTOS.COM FOR MORE

GEAR FOR 

YOUR     

DAILY

GUNFIGHT 



With the VIKTOS® ACTUAL™ jacket, 

we set out to create the most 

exclusive tactical jacket ever pro-

duced. We started with a premium 

drum-dyed cowhide, known for its 

natural durability and breathabil-

ity. To this, we added an exterior 

waterproofing treatment and 

lined the jacket with a 3-Layer 

waterproof/breathable lining. The 

chassis features our AttackPos-

ture™ fit with full articulation for 

getting in and out of the most 

aggressive shooting postures. 

Multiple exterior and interior 

pocketing holds your kit, while 

Gunvent™ side zippers allow quick 

access to sidearms. Whether your 

mission calls for a night on the 

town or a night in the bush, the 

VIKTOS Actual Jacket will keep you 

fit for duty.

EVERY SUPERHERO

NEEDS A CAPE

ALL VIKTOS® PRODUCTS ARE 

DESIGNED AND DEVELOPED 

IN PORTLAND, OREGON 

BY US VETERANS.

actual™ WATERPROOF LEATHER JACKET

$500.00

FEATURES GUNVENT TM SIDEARM ACCESS ZIPPERS



You’re high-speed. A stripped-down 

minimalist headed outside the wire with 

just enough...and not an ounce more. 

You demand the same from your kit. 

The JOHNNY COMBAT™ understands your 

prerogatives and is a willing accomplice. 

The upper is comprised of a nylon/syn-

thetic combo for support without the 

weight. The bottom unit is a field-tested, 

no-quarter heartbreaker ready for multi-

condition threats. The rear-zippered 

version features a YKK® brand zipper for 

easier entry but also allows you to run 

the zipper down, for shoe-like comfort, 

or run the zipper up for full ankle support. 

While not having a rear zipper,the 

waterproof version features an 

internal waterproof/breathable 

membrane for all-weather use.

NIGHTFJALL

WATERPROOF

$140.00

NIGHTFJALL

$125.00

SPARTAN

$125.00

WINTERLOCKEN

$125.00

GREYMAN

WATERPROOF

$140.00

COYOTE

$125.00

JOHNNY COMBAT™ BOOTs

$125.00 – $140.00

AVAILABLE IN BOTH ZIPPERED REAR-ENTRY 

AND WATERPROOF STYLES. 

TO SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE 

GO TO WWW.VIKTOS.COM



Covered in beard and jaded grey per-

sona, you’ve got a new mission. Gone 

are the youthful desires for ribbons and 

patriotic accolades, replaced by the very 

real need to provide. Skillsets honed in 

the crucible of conflict, now repurposed 

for the needs of less political causes. 

The CONTRACTOR AF™ Jacket is built for 

this new mission - greyman appearance 

to blend in, black gun features to do dirt. 

Constructed from a proprietary stretch 

Cotton chassis, it features articulated 

back panels and Dupont Teflon® coating 

to ensure operational effectiveness. 

Unique Gunvent™ sidearm access, a mul-

titude of zippered pocketing, and interior 

carry pockets combine for effectiveness 

in the face of reality.

BLEND IN, 

KITTED OUT
CONTRACTOR AF™ JACKET

$150.00

CONTRACTOR AF TM JACKET IS AVAILABLE 

IN MIDWATCH, GREYMAN, AND SPARTAN 

COLORWAYS



You came of age in MARPATs, ACUs, 

and OCPs. Bedazzled in eccentric 

patterns of greens and tans, you 

were splendid in your soldier boy 

style. But your days of govern-

ment-ordered deployments are 

over. Though the required skillset 

is the same, the next mission is 

quite different. The CONTRACTOR 

AF™ pants are built for your new 

employer’s dress code. Low-key 

pocketing and patterning still 

provide all the black gun needs of 

a seasoned vet but are revisioned 

in a low-optic chassis. Propri-

etary stretch cotton material with 

DuPont Teflon® coating is built as 

tough and rugged as the men who 

wear them. If you operate in one 

set of trousers for weeks on end, 

make sure they are Contractor AF.

contractor af™ PANTS

$130.00

TO SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE 

GO TO WWW.VIKTOS.COM

CONTRACTOR AFTM PANTS ARE AVAILABLE 

IN MIDWATCH, GREYMAN, SPARTAN, AND 

FIELDCRAFT COLORWAYS



EVERYDAY CARRY,

COVER, & CONCEALMENT

From the jungles of Vietnam to the 

mountains of Afghanistan, denim 

jeans have been the unofficial 

pant of SOF units for decades. 

The GUNFIGHTER™ Jeans, take this 

benchmark and notch it up for the 

ultimate denim force multiplier. 

The Gunfighter jeans are con-

structed with a Cordura® stretch 

denim/nylon blend and feature 

a proprietary stretch Cordura®

crotch, for uncompromised mobility 

& durability. Black arms specific 

pocketing, and padded waistband, 

they are the perfect pant for your 

daily gunfight.

gunfighter™ JEANS 

$150.00

GUNFIGHTER™ JEANS FEATURE 

HIPSHOOT™ MAGAZINE HIP POCKETS



The EDC™ tech fleece is a proprietary 

blend of unique black gun features 

mated with technical build qualities. 

The chassis consists of a poly/cotton 

fleece blend with spandex to provide 

unmatched mobility and warmth. 

The oversized hood, with webbing 

cinch pairs for cover and conceal-

ment–you from them, or them from 

you. Unique front pocketing allows 

complete sidearm access should the 

need arise, with integrated interior 

zippered pockets. Elbow reinforce-

ments maintain sleeve integrity 

throughout the entire range of 

missions. Externally the EDC™ tech 

fleece has been treated with a 

Teflon® DWR fabric treatment to 

provide a water-resistant face 

to the enemy.

EDC™ TECH FLEECE 

$150.00

JOHNNY COMBAT™ BOOT 

$125.00

LEO™ VENTED DUTY GLOVE 

$35.00

SHIELD™ BEANIE 

$25 00

TO SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE 

GO TO WWW.VIKTOS.COM

EDCTM TECH FLEECE IS AVAILABLE IN BOTH 

SPARTAN AND NIGHTFJALL COLORWAYS

$25.00



PROTECTING 

THOSE WHO 

SERVE

LEO INSULATED™ GLOVE 

$50.00

LEO DUTY™ GLOVE 

$35.00

LEO VENTED™ GLOVE 

$35.00

OPERATUS™ GLOVE 

$25.00

First off, Thank You. Thank you to 

the LEOs, First Responders, Security 

Personnel, and all those who put their 

own selves second so that the rest of 

us can enjoy a civil society. The LEO™ 

collection from VIKTOS® was designed 

to provide every advantage for those 

on the front lines of patrol and unrest. 

As such, we offer robust chassis and 

unique silhouettes with a fit for almost 

every duty and uniform application.



The LEO™ Footwear collection was engi-

neered for the needs of elite LEO and First 

Responders. Our footwear is constructed 

of full-grain leather and strong textiles for 

both durability and mobility. With a wide 

variety of bottom units, we have styles for 

almost every application from SWAT to 

patrol to sedentary duty posts.  

LAW DOG BOOT

WATERPROOF

$180.00

STRIFE WP MID BOOT

WATERPROOF

$140.00

PTXF CHUKKA

$125.00

JOHNNY COMBAT BOOT

WATERPROOF

$140.00

STRIFE BOOT

$150.00

1911 BOOT

$180.00

LEO™ FOOTWEAR COLLECTION

TO SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE 

GO TO WWW.VIKTOS.COM

JOHNNY COMBAT BOOT

$125.00



PTXF™ GYMSWYM SHORT 

$50.00

KADRE™ SHORT 

$85.00

CHUVILLE™ SHORT 

$40.00

PTXF™ COMPRESSION SHORT 

$40.00

NEVER LET 

ANYONE 

OUTTRAIN 

YOU
cHUVILLE™ HOODIE $75.00

cHUVILLE™ PANT $55.00

Every day is a gunfight. This fight 

starts at zero dark thirty in the 

musty confines of the local box. 

Pushing weight and creating bodies 

built for war. The VIKTOS® PTXFTM

Collection was designed for functional 

fitness; stable platform footwear 

allowing for foot splay under crushing 

loads while maintaining necessary 

dexterity. Complimented with functional 

apparel constructed from stretch/

wicking materials for maximum 

articulation and comfort.



PTXF™ CORE SHOE 

$100.00

PTXF™ CHUKKA

$125.00

PTXF™ SANDAL

$35.00

PTXF™ SANDAL

$35.00

PTXF™ SANDAL

$

PTXF™ CHUKKA

$125.00

PTXF™ CORE SHOE 

$100.00

PTXF™ CORE SHOE 

$100.00

Straight from the riggers room comes our 

PTXF™ Footwear collection. Built with the 

same techniques as top-line plate carriers, 

the upper blends lightweight mesh with 

reinforced synthetic overlays, all provid-

ing the ultimate grace under pressure. The 

undercarriage is built on the Viktos® mobility 

bottom, engineered for maximum stability 

and traction. We know that your training is 

a 24/7 endeavor and we’ve developed 

the styles to suit;  From pre-box workdays 

in the PTXF™ Chukka, through a full WOD 

in the PTXF™ Core, and then onto the 

recovery phase with the PTXF™ Sandal.

PTXF FOOTWEAR

TO SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE 

GO TO WWW.VIKTOS.COM

$35.00



GEAR FOR YOUR DAILY GUNFIGHT

GO TO WWW.VIKTOS.COM FOR MORE

or call us at 1-800-597-7179

LEO™ INSULATED GLOVE

$50.00

OPERATUS™ GLOVE

$25.00

SHORTSHOT™ GLOVE

$75.00

WARTORN™ GLOVE

$35.00

GLOVES 

BUILT FOR 

GUNS

VIKTOS takes great pride in our glove 

collection. With vast years of experi-

ence in glove design, our team has set 

forth to create a compelling line of 

handwear specifically built for black 

gun use. From the light-duty OPERA-

TUS™,  perfect for pistol use, to robust 

chassis of the WARTORN™ replete 

with its customizable MORALPHABET™ 

knuckles, our gloves span the spectrum 

of gunfighters requirements.

LEO™ vented DUTY glove

$35.00



Boyds’ At-One™ adjustable gun stock ...
... custom fit your gun in seconds! 

• Adjust gun to fit anybody

• Available for hundreds of rifle and
   some shotgun brands too!

• Top-grade laminated hardwood
   for rigidity, stability

• Sealed with chemical-resistant
 finishes

Your Source
For The
FirearmsFirearmsFirearms
Lifestyle!Lifestyle!Lifestyle!

Let’s face it … conventional media outlets are 

banning the kind of information freedom-loving 

Americans have enjoyed for years. That’s why 

we’ve stepped up to the plate and created a 

resource for everything firearms — RECOILtv. 

Just as RECOIL magazine made a name for 

itself giving you the no-holds-barred insight 

on firearms, we’re bringing that same trusted 

expertise to video. From testing the latest guns, 

giving in-depth product reviews and expert 

tutorials, showing you some top-notch vehicles, 

user-generated content, and lots more, RECOILtv 

is the premier authority for the content you 

want and deserve. As the world of political 

correctness slowly censors current online 

informational choices out of existence, RECOILtv 

will be there to give you the scoop on what you 

can’t find anywhere else. 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY PRESENTED BY
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 AN INSIDE LOOK AT SIG SAUER’S  

DEFENSE STRATEGIES GROUP 

BY CANDICE HORNER 

PHOTOS BY STRAIGHT 8 AND CANDICE HORNER



Just a few years ago, SIG SAUER was 

barely a blip on anyone’s radar. To say SIG 

has become a worldwide leader in firearms 

would be an accurate statement, but few 

know that was their intent all along. SIG’s 

19th century original motivations to be in 

the military arena came full circle in 2017 

when they won the contract to replace the 

U.S. Army’s service pistol. This historic win 

was the result of multiple variables that fell 

into place at the right time. SIG’s company 

history isn’t a fairytale. But so far, the 

story has turned out to surpass everyone’s 

expectations, except maybe SIG SAUER’s 

CEO, Ron Cohen, who probably knew this 

would all work out just how he envisioned. 
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“To me, this field is first and foremost 

about military and defense,” said 

Cohen. “I think it was always the real 

purpose to develop products for military 

units around the world. That was, to me, 

for professionals.”

In comparison to current-day suc-

cesses, SIG had dabbled in military and 

law enforcement sales. Before the big 

win, some of the clientele included the 

Coast Guard, Federal Air Marshals, U.S. 

Navy Seals, and the U.S. Department 

of Homeland Security. And while that’s 

not too shabby, other longer-established 

U.S. gun companies were still viewed as 

the industry leaders. With SIG seemingly 

crushing competitors in recent years, we 

wanted to discover their secret — the 

catapult that validated the brand and left 

their competition in the dust. We got an 

inside look at the SIG SAUER Defense 

Strategies Group, the team that broke 

ground and firmly planted roots in the 

U.S. military market. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

SIG approaches military sales in a 

unique fashion, and it shows in the 

deliberate naming of the organization 

to reflect this. SIG’s military division is 

called the Defense Strategies Group – 

America. “We wanted to influence more 

The SIG SAUER  
Lightweight 338 
Machine Gun.
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than the U.S. defense salespeople,” 

says Steve Rose, executive vice presi-

dent, Defense Strategies Group. “A lot 

of the influence we wanted to have was 

inside the company as well as in the 

industry; we wanted to be collaborative 

and get up out of our seat to sit with 

the engineering team and end-users to 

help move the company forward.” 

The team currently rounds out at 

14 people who provide a multilayered, 

multifaceted approach to support-

ing defense sales. Rose explains the 

group is split into teams that assess 

current and future product needs, 

capture opportunities, sustain 

awarded contracts, and main-

tain engagement in the field. For 

example, decorated former Ranger, 

Robby Johnson, director of government 

products, keeps his ear to the ground 

for information leading up to the gov-

ernment releasing an official Request 

for Information/Sources Sought that 

eventually gets listed as a contract 

opportunity on FBO.gov. Oftentimes, 

the government interacts with industry 

to gain more information and feedback 

SIG’S SECRET SAUCE TO WINNING

about initiatives they’re planning. If 

industry says that XYZ product is out 

of the realm of possibility, the govern-

ment may switch gears before releas-

ing a Request for Proposal. 

Capturing opportunities involves 

strategic planning and understanding 

of the contracting process. Katelyn Wil-

son, director of government programs, 

does this exceedingly well. She is the 

take-action asset for proposals and 

white papers, which are provided to the 

government. “She’s the architect of the 

M17/M18, but it didn’t come without a 

lot of pain and lessons,” says Rose. 

Once a contract is awarded, or a 

unit purchases SIG products, the next 

phase is sustainment. Gabe Bailey, 

program manager for the Modular 

Handgun System, handles this. He has 

daily interaction with the Army and 

keeps the program on track to meet 

the contract requirements. 

Lastly, one section of the team 

has their hand in many pots. They’re 

the commercial entity of the defense 

group. This team maintains communi-

cations with military and law enforce-

ment dealers like Quantico Tactical, 

ADS, Tactical Gear Distributors, and 

the Department of Defense’s military 

exchanges. It’s these team mem-

bers who provide demos and collect 

information on what departments are 

looking for. 

The well-rounded Defense Strate-

gies Group touches all the bases. We 

imagine they miss very little, because 

they have open-flowing communication 

internally and externally. 

The winning gun(s) of 
the Modular Handgun 

System Solicitation. 
The M17 is full-sized, 

and the M18 is 
carry-sized.

The Defense Strate-
gies Group boxing up 

MHS pistols for the 
original submission in 
2016. Photo courtesy 

of  SIG SAUER

Robby Johnson, being 
fueled by Monster. 
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The team went through 
countless iterations 
of the shroud for the 
SURG. Photo courtesy 
of SIG SAUER

Pictured with the 
stock folded is 
SIG’s Suppressed 
Upper Receiver Group 
(SURG) submission. 
We definitely can’t 
wait for it to hit the 
commercial market.

GROWING PAINS

Remember that pivotal moment when 

you felt like a grown up? Maybe it was 

buying a house or learning how to keep 

to a budget — either way, we’ve all had 

that feeling like, “Well, check me out 

— adulting.” SIG’s Defense Strategies 

Group had a time of immaturity and 

growth. It was like the awkward teenage 

phase when you’re trying to be cool but 

don’t really know how. SIG wanted to 

support the military through government 

contracts, but didn’t quite know how. 

So, they submitted for everything they 

could and got a lot of practice. “We had 

so many rehearsals of our failures, so 

we’d be like, ‘Last time we did this and 

failed, let’s make sure that doesn’t hap-

pen,’” says Wilson. “So we pretty much 

struck out on every possible thing.” 

Leading up to MHS, they learned 

hands-on evaluations with people 

were imperative. Gaining input from 

veterans working at SIG and other 

shooters helped the Defense team 

adjust features to make the pistol more 

shootable. The M17/M18 pistols reflect 

what the end-user wanted. 

Like many industry professionals, 

staff in the Defense Strategies Group 

have also worked in other companies. It 

was noted by the team that not having 

to look at the landscape through the 

lens of a board of directors seeking 

shareholder approval on a quarterly 

basis is freeing. SIG focuses on what’s 

best for the company and for the con-

sumer. They learned to price products 

based on a gut feeling, market analysis, 

and strategic vision of where they want 

to be in the future. Cohen doesn’t hold 

the team to specific profit margin tar-

gets for its products. Instead, the price 

of a product is set at what it’s worth to 

them as a company. They don’t lowball; 

they bid an amount they think makes 

sense for the future of SIG.  

WINNING MOMENT

It was SHOT Show 2017, and the 

government announced SIG SAUER won 

the contract to replace the Army’s service 

pistol. All of the practice by the team 

paid off with that win, and it put SIG on 

the map as a government contractor. “We 

are at a point in history that because of 

the pistol contract, people are willing 

to listen to us about other things,” said 

Cohen. “And the enthusiasm in the 

company is so high.”

Since that moment, all eyes have been 

on SIG, from the government keeping 

track of the contract to the general public 

looking at them as a leader — a chapter 

which hasn’t been without its pit-

falls, notably the P320 drop test 

failure and subsequent remedy, 

which didn’t affect the M17 

pistols. The win has allowed the 

team to focus on developing 

all kinds of additional military 

products — we get the im-

pression they want 

to win more; they 

want to change 

the world. When the 

team meets with Cohen to pitch a new 

product, Johnson says, “Mr. Cohen will 

ask, ‘Will it change the world?’”

For Cohen, the MHS win was much 

more than just a win. “We were walking 

on air. This was not about money. It’s not 

about business. It’s about our kids and 

our grandkids.”

SIG’s had other notable wins after 

the MHS award. One of their cool-

est products is the suppressed upper 

receiver group (SURG) for AR platform 

rifles. The SURG is based on the MCX, 

but has a direct-thread suppressor. The 

most unique aspect of the SURG, which 

was selected by United States Special 

Operations Command, is the titanium 

suppressor shroud, which prevents the 

operator from burning himself or his 

gear. SIG went through several basket-

style iterations before settling on the one 

pictured. May 2018 brought another win 

when SIG’s TANGO6 1-6x scope was 

selected by the U.S. Army for its Squad 

Designated Marksman Rifle program. 

SIG’S SECRET SAUCE TO WINNING
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COMMERCIAL VS. DEFENSE

In some companies, the commer-

cial side of the house doesn’t talk to 

the defense side. That’s just how they 

operate. At SIG, the commercial and 

defense teams work closely together. 

The defense group knows the com-

mercial side keeps the lights on and 

makes it possible for them to chase any 

government contract they want. “One 

of our pillars is that we want the com-

mercial customer to immediately feel 

what the defense customer feels,” says 

Rose. “If we’re chasing M17, we want 

the commercial customer to feel all the 

great benefits of the M17.” 

“The M17 contract changed our lives 

for sure,” says Rose. It’s undeniable 

that the commercial consumer now 

pays more attention to SIG than ever. 

Recently, SIG released the com-

mercial version of the M17, 

as well as commemora-

tive pistols. “I think 

for the next 5 or 

10 years, we hope 

— even 20, 30 years 

from now — the M17 is 

the gun people walk into a 

gun store and want to buy,” said Chief 

Marketing Officer, Tom Taylor. “The 

M17 has burst SIG onto the national 

scene, and the journey is just starting.”

SIG’S SECRET SAUCE TO WINNING

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS

For the SIG Defense Strategies Group, 

the future holds a lot of new products 

specifically designed around the requests 

of the government. And with some of 

those products SIG hopes to change the 

lethality and efficiency of firearms as we 

know them today. As of December 2018, 

there’s a Draft Prototype Opportunity 

Notice for Next Generation Squad Weap-

ons (NGSW). Underneath that umbrella 

of a draft are multiple product requests. 

In the NGSW draft solicitation includes 

a replacement for the M249 machine 

gun, M4A1, and high-velocity ammo. 

SIG is one of five companies selected by 

the Army to produce prototypes of the 

weapons and ammo. 

In less than a year, SIG produced its 

first prototype machine gun. With the 

initial talk of a machine gun, Cohen 

fully backed the project because he 

said he wanted to develop a machine 

gun ever since he came to SIG. The 

SIG SAUER Lightweight 338 Machine 

Gun is their answer to a USSOCOM 

Request for Information solicitation 

for a Lightweight Medium Machinegun 

(LWMMG), which should replace 

the M240. SIG says this 338 is the 

big brother to the machine gun that 

will be submitted for the NGSW-AR 

solicitation to replace the M249. The 

machine gun has been developed by 

an engineer with more than 30 years 

of experience building machine guns 

— it’s his specialty. Weighing under 

20 pounds, the 338 Norma Magnum 

machine gun fires a bullet at 2,650 feet 

per second out of its 24-inch barrel 

and that projectile is still supersonic at 

1,500 yards. And it has a cyclic rate 

of 500 to 600 shots per minute. We’d 

expect a magnum caliber to have quite 

a bit of kick, but the SIG team says 

the unique recoil design produces less 

felt-recoil than a 308 Winchester. To 

put it into perspective, the SIG MCX, 

chambered in 5.56, puts 2 foot-pounds 

of energy into your shoulder, while 

the SIG machine gun delivers 3 to 4 

foot-pounds of energy to the shooter’s 

shoulder, according to SIG engineers. 

Those familiar with ARs will no-

tice the lightweight machine gun has 

standard AR controls and a collapsible 

SIG has three 
variations of the MCX 
Rattler; pictured is the 
7.62x39 variant. 

With a 5.5-inch barrel, 
most gas ports erode 
quickly, making the 
gun unreliable. SIG’s 
workaround is a “gas 
trap” system that 
negates the need for  
a gas port on the 
actual barrel.
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this ammo could change the path of 

firearms, because it’ll allow for new 

platforms of weapons. Having seen it 

first hand, we believe the new hybrid 

technology is a truly significant develop-

ment in ammunition design and, by ex-

tension, what firearms will be capable of. 

SIG opted for a bi-metallic, multi-piece 

case instead of a telescoping polymer 

case. During testing, SIG learned that 

it’s difficult for polymer rounds to keep 

high pressures. As of December 2018, 

SIG has demonstrated at two separate 

locations for the U.S. Army the 6.8mm 

Hybrid ammo shot from a 16-inch barrel 

at 3,000 feet per second. 

One of the many benefits of SIG’s 

Hybrid ammo is that it can be used in 

legacy firearms. For the regular consumer, 

this translates to access to high-pressure, 

high-velocity rounds in the future that 

we can use in the guns we already own. 

For competitors, Lindsay Bunch, of the 

Strategic Weapons Group, likens the 

increased performance of the hybrid 

ammo to getting 24-inch bolt gun velocity 

in a 16-inch gas gun. That capability 

would be a huge competitive and hunting 

advantage. To learn more about NGSW, 

go to the Federal Business Opportunities 

website, www.fbo.gov, and search for 

solicitation number W15QKN19Z042P.

SIG also continues to improve 

current products, such as the MCX 

Rattler. They’ve had the Rattler in 

300BLK, 5.56, and 7.62x39, which 

has been ordered by elite military units 

around the world. At the 2017 SIG mil-

itary range day, they demoed all three 

variations. To improve performance 

and life of the Rattler, the company 

developed a “gas trap.” The hardened 

piece captures the gas after the bar-

rel in order to maintain barrel life as 

the gas port doesn’t get worn out like 

with short-barreled standard gas port 

designs. This improvement will be 

implemented on both the military and 

commercial sides. 

“Moving the needle on current 

suppressor design is more challenging 

than it looks,” says Johnson. “When 

you talk about a military silencer, it 

has to really hold up, and it also has to 

be quick-detach.” While building the 

NextGen rifles, SIG is also developing 

improved suppressors. Some of the 

suppressors are QD, and some are 3-D 

printed. New requirements demand 

a lifespan on a silencer of 125,000 

rounds. The new technology SIG is 

working on supports a longer lifespan 

and an easier end-user experience.

SIG’S SECRET SAUCE TO WINNING

SIG’s in-progress sup-
pressor technology, 3D 
printed cans, and new 
QD mounts.

With extensive modu-
larity in mind, SIG is 
making it possible for 
units to upgrade their 
pistols to suit their 
needs. The SOPMOD 
Kit for the M17/M18 
allows for removal of 
the manual safety and 
a grip swap. This es-
sentially turns the MHS 
pistol into an X5 for 
units that want a little 
more functionality.

With the incorporation 
of a rear sight plate, 
the end-user can easily 
install a Trijicon RMR, 
which was selected by 
USSOCOM. 

buttstock. Unlike some other machine 

guns, the SIG machine gun has an actual 

quick-change barrel that can be removed 

within seconds without tools. To load 

the machine gun, the shooter either 

opens the feed tray or just loads it from 

the side. Overall length of the gun is 49 

inches; it’s 42 inches when folded. 

The 6.8mm Next Generation ammo 

needs to have the velocity to penetrate 

body armor; this is one of the require-

ments from the army. Cohen feels 
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RECIPE FOR SUCCESS

During our visit to SIG, Cohen’s posi-

tive leadership style was a recurring 

topic. He leads from the front and 

by example. The Defense Strate-

gies Group says he allows them to 

fail and gives them room to color; the 

group is able to cast a wide net instead 

of casting one jig. Failure happens, 

and when it does, Wilson says, “If you 

win by luck, that won’t impress Mr. 

Cohen half as much as if you failed and 

explained why I came to this choice and 

why I believed in this choice. He always 

respects if you left nothing on the table 

and were fighting for it.”

SIG’s secret is the people. “We have 

a really great team with the right people 

in place and have a wonderful working 

relationship,” says Wilson. And that 

feeling is obvious in the way that Cohen 

speaks about his team, “I always say 

if you want something to succeed, put 

the right people in place, give them a 

sense of independence and focus and a 

narrow field of view and don’t mix them 

up with other areas.”

SIG’S SECRET SAUCE TO WINNING

The vision Cohen has for SIG is that 

20 years from now, people look back and 

say, “Those guys did it.” He says, “that 

would be the legacy for the SIG team of 

today.” We look forward to seeing what 

SIG’s future holds because they’ve got 

a stacked deck. Like the Borg, they’ve 

SIG’s machine gun is 
easy to disassemble 
at the operator level.

While developing the 
machine gun, SIG kept 
in mind that AR-style 
controls and grips are 
what most shooters 
are used to. Shooting 
the machine gun 
shouldn’t be hard for 
guys who know their 
way around a gun.

assimilated areas beyond their original 

remit and now have their hands in 

firearms, optics, and ammunition. With a 

downturn in the firearms economy, those 

companies with a broad product line 

will weather the storm, and SIG better 

positioned than most to ride it out. 
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It’s been more than eight years since 

U.S. military members began run-

ning around the world with the SCAR 

Mk20 SSR. And now you can get your 

grubbies on a damn-near 1:1 clone in 

the form of the SCAR 20S. For a long 

time now, we’ve seen the Mk20 pop 

up at trade shows with the promise of 

eventually being able to buy it. As it 

turned out, a semi-auto M249 hit the 

market first (not that we’re complaining 

about that). 

While the 7.62N SCAR-H is basically 

a Lane Bryant version of the 5.56 SCAR-

L, the same isn’t the case with the 20S; 

there’s far more going on than simply a 

longer barrel and receiver. The longer 

trunnion, which FN calls the “wheel-

WE BRING THE SCAR 20S INTO 2019
BY DAVE MERRILL
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SO WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

There are scant few differences 

between the Mk20 SSR and the civil-

ian SCAR 20S. The 20S comes with 

a three-prong flash hider instead of 

a SureFire FH762SV-SCAR device, 

it only ships with one trigger module 

(the Mk20 SSR came with two: one 

equipped with an FN trigger and the 

other with a Geissele), sights aren’t in-

cluded, and it says “20S” on the side 

instead of “Mk20.” That’s it. 

It’s the similarities rather than 

the differences that gave us some 

pause, namely the shared 1/12 

twist barrel on the 20S and SCAR-

H. After all, the current standard 

of a semi-auto 7.62N rifle is a 1/10 

twist. Your ammunition options are 

slightly reduced with the 20S com-

pared to some rifles, but 168-grain 

pills are certainly feasible, and even 

heavier depending on altitude and 

weather conditions.

base,” makes for a very rigid barrel 

configuration. Removing the 20S barrel 

reveals major differences compared to 

the skinny pencil barrels of the originals. 

You can safely think of the barrel 

attachment method as a precision 

chassis gun. The heavier contour of the 

20S barrel makes it far more rigid than 

a SCAR-H, and FN proved long ago 

they could make a cold hammer-forged 

and hard-chromed gun accurate back 

when their SPR line was released. 
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What you need to remember is that 

the SCAR was envisioned as the next 

big thing for a mass-issued rifle among 

NATO country members. The extruded 

aluminum receiver combined with 

polymer parts made for a rifle that 

could be produced in large numbers 

very, very quickly. And the most com-

mon NATO 7.62 rounds are below 150 

grains, which a 1/12 twist barrel is 

more than capable of handling. 

CHANGES AND UPGRADES  

TO OEM

The SCAR Mk20 and therefore 

the 20S were developed many years 

ago, and it shows. One remark was, 

“This rifle is so pre-2010 I’m shocked 

it doesn’t come with a BAD Lever.” 

While we have full confidence the 

SCAR 20S will perform in OEM con-

figuration, we couldn’t help but pick it 

up  and notice some serious down-

sides in comparison to a modern rifle. 

We hardly ever see a SCAR heavy 

or light in OEM configuration — why 

should we leave well enough alone in 

this case? So, of course, we didn’t. 

The barrel profile 

of the 20S is 

significantly 

different than any 

other model.

SPACE FORCE SNIPER

When the original Mk17/SCAR-H 

was developed, not only were SR-25 

pattern magazines fairly expensive, 

a large swath of them were unreli-

able to boot, so it makes sense to 

us that the big brothers to the SCAR 

Light used proprietary magazines, 

based on the FAL. However, this is 

no longer the case today; the advent 

of reliable and relatively inexpen-

sive magazines from both Lancer 

Systems and Magpul changed this 

calculus. As such, one of our first 

orders of business was swapping out 

the OEM grip module with one from 

Handl Defense. Instead of propri-

etary magazines, now our 20S feeds 

from magazines you can grab at any 

Cabelas or big box outdoors store. 

Secondly, we addressed the width 

of the 20S. Long gone is the heyday 

of the quad rail, and that’s another 

The Handl 

Defense 

lower readily 

accepts OEM 

parts, and 

importantly, 

SR-25 pattern 

magazines.
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place it shows its age. While after-

market options exist from several 

companies, there are none so 

far for the longer 20S. Instead 

of nabbing something from Vltor, 

Kinetic Development Group (KDG), 

or Handl, we simply pulled the side 

rails off. A quick swap of the front 

screws, and we were in business. We 

just pretend the new exposed holes 

in the side of the receiver are part of 

a cooling system.

Next up was the stock. The 

Mk20/20S stock is solid. Adjustments 

stay in place once set, and overall it’s 

a good buttstock with one thing we 

dislike: It doesn’t fold. In fact, our 

decade old SCAR 16 CQC with the 

stock folded is shorter than the upper 

receiver of a 20S by itself. 

The last several years have seen an 

increase in the number of precision 

guns with folding stocks to give them 

a much smaller footprint for transport. 

More recently issued rifles such as the 

M40A7 and M2010 ESR sport that 

capability, and we figured this one 

should too. Sure, you could just slap 

a regular ol’ SCAR stock on there, but 

we wanted a folding one with the same 

feature set. Ultimately, we relied on a 

bit of a hodgepodge to accomplish this. 

We used a now out-of-production iron6 

i6MK4R SCAR/AR adapter as the base, 

then added a folding mechanism from 

LAW Tactical, finishing it with a Luth-

AR MBA-4 stock with a cheek riser and 

quick-disconnect sling points. 

Speaking of sling points, we ad-

dressed those as well. The stock 

adapter and assembly provided three 

options for QD sockets on the rear 

end of the SCAR 20S, but we wanted 

some on the front as well. A KDG 

SCAR front ambi assembly was an 

easy button addition, though we had 

to mill (grind!) it a bit to clear the 

larger profile of the 20S barrel. 

We don’t mind the reciprocating 

charging handle of the SCAR, but the 

No buffer needed 

here. The LAW 

Tactical folder helps 

bring us to 2019.

KDG QD  

points  

replace the  

standard  

loops.

SPACE FORCE SNIPER

The SCAR CQC  

is shorter than the 

20S receiver.
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size of the handle itself makes it hard 

to manipulate when using optics in gen-

eral and magnified optics in particular. 

Our new choice in charging handle also 

came from KDG. 

And, naturally, we had to have a 

silencer. As mentioned, the SCAR 20S 

comes with a three-prong flashhider 

and not the proper SureFire device. We 

opted to keep it in the SureFire family 

with a SFMB-762 brake. Instead of the 

requisite FA762SV-BK SCAR silencer, 

we rolled with a SOCOM762-MINI2. 

While some may think it wouldn’t be 

enough, it’s more than ample to allow 

you to leave your EarPro at home when 

paired with the 20-inch barrel. 

People who are into military clone 

rifles will hate this one, but we’re sure 

that we now have the most modernized 

SCAR 20S currently in circulation today. 

The KDG sling mount 

had to be relieved 

to clear the heavier 

barrel.

Oh. We almost forgot: We did our 

damned best to ensure that no colors 

matched, as is tradition with FN SCARs.

OUTFITTING FOR THE RANGE

A rifle like the SCAR 20S deserves 

a decent variable optic, and an offset 

mini red-dot sight allows you to take 

advantage of the semi-auto capability if 

needed up close. You wouldn’t want to 

have to fight in close quarters with one, 

but you absolutely could if needed. 

For the optic we went with a Bushnell 

Elite Tactical LRTSi 4.5-18x44 on a 

GDI P-ROM mount. A Burris FastFire 

II in a Primary Arms mount served the 

role of the offset MRDS. 

Regarding the bipod, we’d probably 

pop an Atlas PSR bipod on the front, 

but we had a painted Harris S-BRM bi-

pod on hand that we stole from a SEAL 

sniper — so it was determined to be the 

best choice. Gear adrift and all that. 

Looking at all of our changes and up-

grades, one may come to the conclusion 

that we dislike this rifle. For the truth of 

that, follow us to the range.

ON THE RANGE

We started off by zeroing and 

later formally grouping the 20S with 

Black Hills 168-grain Sierra Tipped 

MatchKing ammunition. As promised 

by FN, even our very worst groups 

were only slightly above 1MOA (from 

shooter error) and five-shot groups 

were consistently in the 0.80-inch 

range. This is more than good enough 

for our purposes. 

The real kicker was the recoil, 

or lack thereof, when used in con-

junction with the SureFire silencer. 

While it’s not uncommon for a rifle 

to bounce considerably in recoil, we 

had no such problems with the 20S. 

In fact, we were able to easily spot 

our own shots at distances we weren’t 

able to do with similar rifles. Once 

we collected our DOPE and made a 

hit on an USPSA/IPSC torso steel at 

just over 1K yards, we immediately 

SPACE FORCE SNIPER
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followed it up with three rapid trig-

ger pulls before the ring of the steel 

even reached us at the firing line. 

The result? Hit-hit-hit. Try that with 

a bolt gun. 

We were in lust with the SCAR 20S 

before this range session, but after 

that performance we were well in love 

with it. 

LOOSE ROUNDS

Military cloner nerds and preci-

sion shooters alike will definitely find 

something to love here. While many 

will balk at the price, those same 

people will gasp at the MSRP of other 

SCAR variants as well. For sure this 

isn’t a budget gun, which makes sense 

because there’s nothing budget about 

it. While there are some detractors 

out there (most notably a YouTube 

video of some active Navy SEALs), we 

didn’t find much to dislike here — and 

the stuff we didn’t prefer was easy 

enough to change with off-the-shelf 

parts. We have little doubt that if the 

SCAR 20S kicks off, we’ll soon see the 

same aftermarket support that its baby 

brothers enjoy. 

Here’s to hoping for a 6.5 Creed-

moor barrel down the line. 

SPACE FORCE SNIPER
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SCAR 20S

URL

fnamerica.com 

$
PRICE AS FEATURED

$9,340

$
MSRP  

$4,891
ACCESSORIES 

GDI P-ROM mount $600

Burris FastFire II $209

Harris S-BRM bipod $133

Handl Defense Lower $350

KDG Charging Handle $47

KDG sling mount $49

SureFire  
SFMB-762 Brake $149

CALIBER
7.62N

BARREL LENGTH
20 inches

OVERALL LENGTH
40.6 inches (OEM)

WEIGHT
11.2 pounds (OEM)

MAGAZINE CAPACITY
10-20

Luth-AR MBA-4 Stock $133

TangoDown QD VFG $94

iron6 i6MK4R SCAR/AR adapter $128

SureFire SOCOM762-MINI2 Silencer $1,199

LAW Tactical Folding Mechanism $270

Bushnell Elite Tactical  
LRTSi 4.5-18x44 $1,500

Primary Arms 30mm Offset mount $30
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HORNADY’S NEW 300 PRC SETS A NEW  

STANDARD IN .30-CALIBER MAGNUM BY ROB CURTIS
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Looking across the broad spectrum of 

rifle cartridges that grace gun store 

shelves these days, it’s hard to fathom 

the need for another. Yet, to the keen 

eye, there are performance gaps among 

the neatly stacked boxes, unobvious to 

most of us, that beg to be filled.

The 300 Winchester Magnum is 

perhaps the most beloved hunting 

rifle cartridge in America. It’s also the 

current choice among military snipers. 

Its popularity is based on its ability to 

shoot flat, reach far, and hit hard. It’s 

not without faults, though. And, when 

Hornady Manufacturing’s ballisticians 

took a close look at the 300 WinMag 

and its .30-caliber magnum shelf 

mates, it saw an opportunity to com-

bine the best features of the lot into a 

single, modern cartridge and chamber 

design that was missing.

CONSIDERATIONS 

Hornady ballistician Jayden Quinlen 

explains the considerations Hornady 

took into account when deciding how 

to build its new .30-caliber magnum.

“There has not been a SAAMI stan-

dardized, factory-produced cartridge 

that combines all of the attributes 

needed for long-range accuracy,” says 

Quinlen. 

Namely, he points to the need for a 

cartridge that has a standard, magnum 

bolt face that properly seats modern, 

long-range and traditional projec-

tiles outside the case body, provides 

optimized body taper, shoulder angle, 

neck length and has a deliberate throat 

clearance in the chamber. Further, it 

was important to design the case that 

accommodates propellants best suited 

to long-range shooting and also maxi-

mizing barrel life. We’ll touch on each 

of these attributes below. 

The first attribute, staying with 

a standard bolt face, is the easiest 

to explain, as it means switching to 

300 PRC is a matter of rebarreling an 

existing action, rather than buying a 

whole new gun.

DITCH THE BELT

Building a cartridge and chamber 

designed for precision means giving 

up the belted magnum concept that’s 

used in the 300 WinMag. Originally 

developed from the 375 H&H Mag-

num, which has narrower shoulders 

than a Portland hipster, it was an OK 

solution in its day, but headspacing 

a cartridge from the belt leaves as 

much as 0.009 inch of room for error 

in pushing the business end of the 

round into the chamber throat. The 

belt rebate in the chamber wall also 

leaves room for slop as the bullet en-

ters the chamber, allowing the bullet 

to wander a bit before seating, which 

introduces the possibility of the bullet 

to enter the rifling ever-so-slightly off-

center. And, a ten-thousandth of an 

inch, or degree, as the bullet begins 

engraving in the rifling is magnified 

massively at 1,500 yards once the 

forces of wind, gyroscopic stability, 

and gravity have their way with it.

ON THE CASE

Case geometry is a complex topic, 

but we’ll keep it simple and only look 

at the cartridge taper from the base 

to the shoulder. Less taper equals 

more case volume for propellant, but 

more difficult extraction. More taper 

means the bullet has to move higher 

as it progresses under gravity through 

the chamber and into the throat. The 

more bullet rise, as we’ll call it, the 

less precisely the loaded bullet enters 

the throat. Combine this with a loose 

throat dimension and there’s a good 

chance that bullet is going to enter 

the lands slightly off-axis.

Modern, long-range bullets are 

heavier and have longer, more aerody-

namic bodies than traditional bullets. 

Seating them in a case in a way 

that holds them securely sometimes 

means shoving them down into the 

powder column. Compressing a pow-

der charge changes the way it burns 

and causes inconsistent pressures. 

And, we know consistency is the basis 

of precision, so dropping or gaining 

a few feet per second at the muzzle 

leads to a change in a bullet’s eleva-

tion that grows the farther it travels.

On the opposite end of seating 

depth is cartridge head height. This 

is the amount of room a cartridge 

occupies, outside of the case. To 

accommodate long, modern bullets 

as well as traditional bullet designs 

requires a longer cartridge length that 

allows the bullet to be seated out of 

the case body and a chamber design 

with a throat that does the same. 

The cartridge capacity must also be 

designed, says Quinlen, with specific, 
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long-range propellants in mind to 

prevent voids between the bullet base 

and the powder. We want the case to 

be 100-percent full of the optimum 

powder to give pressures that make 

full use of the operating envelope.

Factory loaded ammo is plentiful in 

the shorter, lighter bullet range, but 

ammo manufacturers often shy away 

from producing ammo for modern 

long-range projectiles because, too 

often, the best performance comes 

from ammunition loaded outside of 

SAAMI specifications … and doing so 

would likely see manufacturers plac-

ing the profit from such loads directly 

into its litigation fund.

THAT BARREL LIFE

Snipers working at 2,000 yards 

with only a shot or two to make a hit 

track barrel life meticulously and hate 

cleaning their barrels for fear of caus-

ing a point of impact shift, let alone 

rebarreling a rifle. So, Hornady smartly 

placed barrel life prominently on its 

list of considerations. 

So, the question we face is whether 

there’s already a cartridge on the mar-

ket that answers the long-range call 

as we’ve outlined. Let’s look at a few 

of the contenders Hornady’s taking 

on with its 300 PRC, namely the 300 

Winchester Magnum, 300 Remington 

Ultra Magnum, 300 Norma Magnum, 

and 30 Nosler.

300 WINMAG

300 Winchester Magnum is redlined 

right off the bat, thanks to its belted 

case. Add to that the chamber’s 

maximum 0.315-inch throat diameter, 

and you’re adding the “hot dog down 

a hallway” effect that makes it hard 

to get the .308-inch bullet to enter 

the rifling at a consistent angle, as 

Quinlen explains it. 300 WinMag also 

suffers from a short combined overall 

cartridge length. Long bullets seat 

deeply, which isn’t good for precision. 

Propellant selection is good for tradi-

tional bullets, up to about 200 grains. 

There are plenty of powders that’ll give 

good case fill and consistent velocities 

using smaller bullets. Moving up past 

200-grain projectiles, though, limits 

the number of powders that’ll work well 

with bigger projectiles. Barrel life, by 

all accounts is good for this caliber, as 

it’s generally burning around 70 grains 

of powder. Not a scorcher.

300 RUM

300 Remington Ultra Magnum uses 

a rebated case rim which generally 

blows, since it sacrifices case head 

surface area and reliable extraction in 

an effort to match a larger case with a 

standard-sized bolt face. 

The 300 RUM has a much longer 

cartridge length than 300 WinMag, 

BUILT TO WIN

but the case itself is so long that 

big bullets dip as deeply into the 

powder stack as they do in the 300 

WinMag’s. The case capacity is huge, 

but there aren’t a lot of powders 

that’ll take up that much room and 

burn well. On the plus side, the throat 

0.3091 diameter is much tighter than 

300 WM, and there’s far less chance 

of the bullet tilting into the rifling. 

Barrel life suffers from the large 

amount of powder the RUM burns, 

typically 95 to 100 grains.

300 NORMA MAG

300 Norma Magnum is growing in 

popularity despite a few downsides. 

One, it’s not a SAAMI-approved car-

tridge, though it’s CIP approved. (CIP 

is the European equivalent of SAAMI.) 

Two, it uses a non-standard in the 

U.S., Lapua-sized bolt face, which 

limits the number of actions that it 

can be chambered in. Three, it’s got 

a lot of case taper. As we explained 

earlier, this can cause inconsistent 

presentation of the bullet to the 

rifling based on headspace variations. 

Tighter headspace means the bullet is 

centered. Looser headspace will leave 

the bullet a skosh low in the throat.

300 PRC, center, 

eliminates the 

headspacing, head 

height, and overall 

length issues of the 

300 WinMag, left, 

and the orientation 

sensitivity of 300 

Norma Mag’s large 

case capacity, 

right. From left, a 

traditional 165gr 

Express 300 WinMag 

load from Geco, and 

Hornady’s 225gr 

ELD-M in 300 PRC, 

center, and 300 

Norma Mag, right.

Courtesy SAAMI
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Norma gives up ground when it 

comes to case capacity. There’s a ton 

of room in there, and it’s impossible to 

fill it all up. This makes the cartridge 

sensitive to the rifle’s orientation when 

firing. Barrel life is similar to the RUM, 

burning 85 to 95 grains of powder.

30 NOSLER

30 Nosler is the latest comer cruis-

ing for wallflowers at the .30-cal prom. 

It comes in with a standard magnum 

bolt face, a non-belted case, more 

case capacity, and a tighter throat 

than WinMag. But it’s hamstrung by 

its overall length, forcing those longer 

bullets down into the powder column. 

It sips powder, so barrel life is solid.    

300 PRC

As you may have already guessed, 

Hornady took in the pitfalls of the pre-

ceding cartridges and addressed each 

one of them with the 300 PRC. Right 

down the list, it’s got a standard bolt 

face, a 3.70 cartridge overall length 

that allows seating the bullet way out 

of the case, a case overall length of 

2.580 that leaves 1.120 inches of 

head height to a fit longer bullets 

while meeting the COAL requirements. 

The throat is a tight 0.3088.

The case was specifically designed 

to fit long 200- to 225-grain bullets 

with the ideal amount of temperature 

stable powders, such as Retumbo 

and Reloader 26, while still working 

well with shorter, lighter bullets using 

4831 and Reloader 23. Burning 75 

to 80 grains of powder should equate 

to average barrel life. Heck, the only 

downside of 300 PRC at the moment 

is Hornady is the only one loading it. 

But the ammo it’s producing is high-

performance 212-grain hunting and 

225-grain match cartridges.

ON THE RANGE

We had a chance to shoot both the 

300 PRC 225-grain ELD-Match and 

212-grain ELD-X hunting ammo in 

their natural habitats. We smoked steel 

out to 2,000 yards with the ELD-Ms 

using a half-minute GA Precision Tem-

plar rifle in Texas and then filled the 

freezer with an ELD-X that provided 

a clean kill of a bull elk in Montana 

at 350 yards with a rifle from Rem-

ington’s custom shop. The true “eff, 

yeah!” moment for us was hearing the 

“ding” on steel after hitting an 18-inch 

steel plate at 2,000 yards using dope 

from Hornady’s 4DOF ballistic solver, 

300 PRC ELD-M loads, and what had 

to be a heavy helping of luck.   

Even though the cartridge made it’s 

SAAMI debut a couple months ago, 

the 300 PRC cartridge was seeing 

chamber time as far back as 2010 

when it was designed by one of the 

Hornady guys who came up with 6.5 

Creedmoor, Joe Thielen. It was first 

used as a benchrest cartridge, but 

word of its merits traveled and it 

eventually caught the attention of a 

group of cool kids in the U.S. military. 

That interest, no doubt, fueled work 

on the cartridge and ushered its com-

mercial release along with Hornady’s 

December 2018 announcement that 

300 PRC was “tested and selected 

by the Department of Defense for its 

extended long range sniper program 

...” They went on to say the cartridge 

outperformed the 300 Norma Mag-

num as well as several other car-

tridges in testing past 2,000 yards. 

That last bit tells us even if Hornady 

is currently the only company loading 

300 PRC at the moment; there’ll be 

more. Lots more. 

Top: Our 2,000-yard, 

second shot, 225gr 

ELD Match hit on an 

18-inch plate. 

Bottom: Hornady 

Ballistician Jayden 

Quinlen confirms 

300 PRC velocity 

data for the GA 

Precision Templar 

rifle RECOIL used 

to evaluate the ELD 

Match cartridge 

at FTW Ranch in 

Barksdale, Texas.

BUILT TO WIN
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STORY BY TOM MARSHALL  /  PHOTOS BY NICK ROBBS  /  MAKEUP EFFECTS BY KMSFX

A RECOIL SHORT STORY

“The plan is sh*t, Joe. Plain and simple.”

Mason clamped his cigar between his teeth 

and flipped through the pages and print photos 

laid out on the table between them.

Joe Yates leaned forward in his chair, his own 

cigar perched between two fingers.

“The fewer boots on the ground, the quieter we 

can keep this.”

Mason rubbed his temples with his hands. Joe 

leaned forward in his chair and tapped one of the 

imagery photos on the table.

“I’m a lot of things, Mason. But I’m not wrong.”

Joe Yates was a lot of things. A veteran of Army 

Special Forces. Mason Becker’s personal mentor 

from the time Mason left the military for big-

ger paychecks and lower grooming standards at 

Hampton-Crane International Services. The Senior 

Vice President of Hampton-Crane’s Operational 

Contingency Program. Innocuously named, OCP 

was a small, closeted division of the company that 

handled clandestine jobs like counterintelligence, 

hostage rescue and extraordinary rendition. 

“Who’s going with me?”

“Kennett.”

“I thought Casey was on another job.”

“He’s fresh off a Syria rotation, and he’s hell 

behind a long-gun.”

“No argument there.”

Joe continued:

“I can put a UAV on station.”

“Armed?”

“On a U.S. border? Get real, Mason.”

“What about a QRF?”

“Ops Control will have a direct line to CBP.”

“That’s it?”

“That’s it.”

Mason took another puff. Joe nodded.  

End of discussion.
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“Open the box,” Joe said. He used one foot to nudge 

the rifle case on the ground.

Mason took a knee, popped the latches, and eased 

the lid open. With a low whistle, he picked the rifle up 

and began a cursory inspection. Joe explained:

“The company is thinking of moving toward a 

standard-issue Contractor Service Rifle. This is the final 

prototype. Rosco Recce barrel, Geissele trigger, variable 

optic. It’ll take you from CQB to 500 meters, sub-MOA 

and suppressor ready right out of the case.”

“It’s good kit, but the job is still a goat rope.”

“Better pack your lasso then.”

EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES: THE DROP

Seventy-two hours later, Mason Becker and Casey 

Kennett were lying in wait. After humping south across 

the border under cover of darkness, the pair made it to 

their designated rendezvous and set up a hasty over-

watch position nearly six hours ahead of schedule. They 

were the last step of a contentious negotiation process 

for the return of a Hampton-Crane intelligence officer 

kidnapped by a small, regional cartel. Jen Weeks had 

been working in northern Mexico on a contract, provid-

ing intelligence support to the American counter-narcot-

ics mission. Cartel leadership had finally agreed to drop 

their hostage at an abandoned warehouse on the border, 

where they would pick up payment in cash. Casey had 

stashed the money in a corner of the warehouse before 

they set their firing position. It was closer to the ware-

house than they initially wanted. But it was a calculated 

risk between being far enough for proper stand-off, and 

close enough to reach Jen quickly. Scratching his cheek 

on the stock of his long-gun, Casey muttered:

“If we had a dollar for every time we’ve been here.”

“Is that all they’re paying you?” Mason asked with a 

smirk.

Mason Becker and Casey Kennett had crisscrossed 

each other’s paths repeatedly throughout the Global War 

on Terror. First in Iraq. Young grunts too smart and too 

bored, they’d been plucked from their Reconnaissance 

Platoons to support some numbered Task Force running 

out of Abu Ghraib — before it got famous. Then Afghani-

stan, with no bearded cool guys to keep them entertained. 

Just eternal days laying in hides with binos, surrounded 

by hundreds of flint-eyed Taliban eking out survival in the 

caves and dirt hovels of eastern Kunar province.

After the Army, both had bounced awkwardly around 

civilian life before going back overseas courtesy of Hamp-

ton-Crane Services. Equal parts Silicon Valley progressive 

and Wall Street ruthless, with heavy dashes of red meat 

and high explosive, Hampton-Crane represented the cut-

ting edge of corporatized warfare.
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EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES: THE DROP

They heard the approach long before they saw 

it — the whining engine and crunch of rubber 

on gravel. Two vehicles, tinted windows and no 

license plates. The rear vehicle opened doors 

first — two men in street clothes, their heads 

and eyes in rapid motion. After a quick check 

of their perimeter, one man dug the duffel 

bag of cash out from under some debris and 

tossed it into the back of the truck while his 

partner slapped the trunk of their lead vehicle. 
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The hatch popped open, and they 

hauled Jen out of the back. She was 

dirty and shaky on her feet — to be 

expected — but otherwise in good 

shape on first glance. Her hands were 

bound in front of her with duct tape, 

but her feet were free. One gunman 

took her by the arm and started walk-

ing her away from the vehicle.

It was almost over when she 

attacked. Mason couldn’t see what 

she was holding, but whatever it was 

got jammed hard into the bad guy’s 

neck. She was at full sprint into the 

desert when he hit the ground. 

EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES: THE DROP





Casey, having already decided his 

target order, fired a single round 

through the driver’s window of the 

lead vehicle, killing the seated driver 

instantly. The man who’d been shiv-

ved was struggling to get to his feet. 

Casey sent another round from the 

7.62mm, and he stopped struggling. 

Mason shifted his cross hairs to the 

third man, who was closing quickly 

on Jen. Mason fired twice, but had 

miscalculated the lead and both 

rounds went wide. Before Casey could 

line up on him, Mason was up and 

running. Casey followed suit, and the 

two took off. 

EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES: THE DROP





The gunman, desperate to save the 

deal before going back to the cartel 

empty-handed, was struggling to keep 

up. Casey stopped and raised his rifle 

for a snap-shot, but Jen slipped and 

hit the dirt — allowing the gunman to 

get too close for comfort. He was on 

top of Jen when she kicked his foot 

out, and the gunman went down on 

top of her. They rolled back and forth 

in the dirt as Casey and Mason closed 

in. Casey dropped to the prone, eye 

behind the scope before his elbows 

hit dirt. Mason angled wide around 

the tumbling pair, boxing them in 

and giving Casey a clean line of fire. 

The gunman got control and hauled 

the woman to her feet with one hand, 

drawing a pistol with the other. Mason 

skidded to a stop in front of them. 

Mason and the gunman were paces 

apart, both at a tense low ready.

“If she dies, what happens to you?” 

Mason asked.

“I’m dead either way, right?” he 

replied.

“Then let her go and die quietly.”

EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES: THE DROP
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Before the gunman could say anything else, Jen elbowed her captor in the 

stomach and threw herself on the ground. He staggered back in shock, and 

Mason opened fire. Mason’s carbine still had brass in the air when the gunman 

dropped like a marionette with the strings cut. Mason took a quick check of his 

surroundings, before approaching to help Jen to her feet.

“You good?” he asked her. She gave a quick nod.

“I think so. You look like one of ours,” she said.

“Mason Becker. I’m with OCP.”

She smirked. “One of Joe’s boys.” 

“Yes ma’am.”

“What took you so long?”

Mason smiled and shook his head. With a quick glance over one shoulder, he 

saw Casey still in overwatch, ear already pressed to his satellite phone … 

EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES: THE DROP
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SHOOT IN SPORTS CAR STYLE  
WHILE PAYING HYBRID FUEL COSTS

BY TOM MARSHALL

PHOTOS BY AZ PHOTO MAN

There are few pursuits in life more costly than 

boat ownership and equestrian competition of 

any sort. Somehow, precision rifle competi-

tion feels like it’s a not-so-distant third place 

in that ranking of activities. It’s not uncom-

mon to see Precision Rifle Series competitors 

pulling $5,000 worth of gun and glass from 

hard cases and shooting $250 worth of ammo 

during a match weekend. Add travel costs, a 

weather meter, ballistic computer, shooting 

bags, ear pro, and on and on. All that, and we 

haven’t even covered the cost of practicing 

with your 6.5 Costmoor.

Much like gas prices, ammo is a futures 

market. Climate change, natural disasters, 

military contracts, and White House press 

conferences can influence the price per 

round just as much as the price per gallon. 

And once it goes up, it never quite falls back 

down to what it used to be in the good old 

days. While no caliber has been left unaf-

fected by the myriad political panics of the 

last decade, shooting .22 Long Rifle contin-

ues to provide a substantial savings over its 

centerfire brethren. 
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Despite a brief period of purely outrageous 

rimfire prices, that particular corner of the 

ammo market has seemed to rebound fairly 

well, with a quick internet search showing 

bulk purchases as low as five or six cents a 

round. As we’re typing this, we’re looking at 

5,000 rounds of Federal Game Shok for less 

than $325 … and very strongly considering a 

typing break to whip out the old credit card.

With prices like this, it’s no wonder that 

rimfire rifles, and rimfire ARs in particular, 

are making a comeback. We rounded up a 

handful of them — a couple of well-estab-

lished market staples and a few newcomers 

— and gave them a thorough wringing out.

MORE THAN JUST A PRETTY FACE

Not all AR clones are created equal. It’s 

one thing to build a .22 that looks like an 

AR-15. But that doesn’t mean it’ll run like 

one. While the basic aesthetic is relatively 

simple and can be accomplished by drop-

ping existing rimfire actions into a plastic 

chassis, switches and buttons may not be 

faithful to an actual AR. This may or may not 

be a deal breaker for you depending on your 

needs, but it’s something to consider prior to 

sinking your hard-earned green. 

The rimfire AR market has made great 

strides in recent years, and several of the 

selections in this guide will accept triggers, 

fire controls, and furniture made for full-size 

guns. With customization being the name 

of the game in today’s black rifle rodeo, 

this one-for-one crossover not only reduces 

maintenance and parts replacement cost, 

but also allows us to create true clones of 

our duty, defensive, or competition guns that 

feel and manipulate the same while costing 

pennies on the dollar to practice with.

WHAT IS IT GOOD FOR? 

Aside from the hours of inexpensive fun 

that rimfire rifles offer for the whole family, 

there are a couple of great practical uses 

for those particular .22 guns that provide 

duplicate looks and function of an AR plat-

form. As previously stated, they make great 

trainers if you already own or use a centerfire 

AR. In addition to the cost savings, a rimfire 

clone is also helpful if you find yourself con-

fined to indoor ranges, many of which won't 

allow full-power rifle cartridges at all. Since 

.22LR is permitted on every range we’ve ever 

seen, your opportunities for effective practice 

increase accordingly. A red dot, white light, 

and couple of spare magazines will give you 

the ability to train everything from low-light 

to reloads with all the same controls as your 

service, duty, or defensive carbine.

For those with children in the household, 

these guns are a great way to get them on 

the range. Some kids will inevitably want to 

have a gun that looks just like yours. Those 

interested in competitive shooting can use 

these guns as a soft intro to two- or three-

gun action matches. With a good match 

trigger, the right barrel, and a solid optic, a 

couple of these guns might make solid start-

ers for the burgeoning PRS Rimfire circuit.

Speaking of optics, in addition to the full 

market of red dot and magnified tubes avail-

able for standard ARs, there are purpose-

built rimfire options as well. The ones you 

see here come from Riton USA — a small 

veteran-owned company producing afford-

able glass that is assembled offshore and 

quality-controlled by Americans before final 

pack/ship. We used their 2-7x rimfire scope, 

with their quick-detach mount. The mount is 

pretty standard fare with two locking levers 

and 30mm rings that include adapters for 

1-inch tubes. They also sent us their newest 

micro red dot. The included mount includes 

three different height risers, but, if none 

of those suit your fancy, the hole pattern is 

compatible with the Aimpoint-Micro-style 

mount of your choice.



HIGH FIDELITY

 KRISS

DEFIANCE DMK22C
MATERIALS

All metal construction

COLORS

Alpine, Black, Dark Earth, OD Green 

MSRP

$700

URL

www.kriss-usa.com

NOTES

The DMK series brings a couple of really 

great features to the table. It’s all metal, 

with an alloy receiver set and handguard. 

It features a last round bolt-hold-open and 

a unique barrel adapter that allows you to 

swap in aftermarket Ruger 10/22 barrels, 

offering the end user the ability to browse 

a pre-existing selection of barrels and 

optimize the rifle for their desired applica-

tion. The Defiance rifles will also accept 

most “big boy” AR control parts. Charging 

handles, trigger packs, safety selectors, and 

pistol grips can all be transplanted from 

centerfire counterparts. With this degree 

of parts commonality, you can pretty much 

clone your full-power AR for a truly effective 

training gun or shoot the open-division gun 

of your dreams for a fraction of the cost.

However, that durability and modularity 

will cost you. Not just in the seven-C-notes 

MSRP, but also in weight. The DMK22C 

tips the scales at 6.9 pounds unloaded. 

Also, while the handguard is modular, it’s 

a system of screw-in rail sections. After all 

that effort they sunk into parts compat-

ibility, they skipped entirely over M-LOK and 

KeyMod handguard options, which would 

not only have made more sense but saved at 

least a few ounces. This left us scratching 

our heads.





HIGH FIDELITY

 KRISS

DEFIANCE  
DMK22 LVOA
MATERIALS

All metal construction

COLORS

Black

MSRP

$800

URL

www.kriss-usa.com

NOTES

Our second sampling from KRISS is modeled 

after the now-defunct War Sport’s LVOA 

carbine. For the uninitiated, the LVOA (Low 

Visibility Operations Application) Carbine was 

designed for … well, we’re not sure who … 

but touted a unique handguard/muzzle device 

combo that supposedly reduced flash sig-

nature. Also, you could brace the handguard 

against a hanging cable or piece of paracord 

for a hyper cool “crossbow” stabilizing 

technique. Now all of these dubious features 

that you probably don’t need are available in 

a plinking and varmint caliber you’d never use 

in any of these situations.

Having said that, the Defiance LVOA is a 

pretty good homage to the War Sport legacy. 

If you already own an LVOA, this would be 

a great trainer to round out your collec-

tion. It also wins our highest accolades for 

undeniable mall-ninja sex appeal. But once 

you pick up the Defiance LVOA and start 

shooting, reality sets in. At first, you’ll be 

impressed with how well the nearly solid 

aluminum handguard and 5.56mm compen-

sator eliminate virtually all movement when 

you fire it. But the value of this will wear 

off quickly when you realize that it handles 

with all the grace of a manhole cover. It 

was by far the heaviest gun we tested at 7.1 

pounds, the overwhelming majority of which 

is in the forend. But if you want an operator-

as-f*ck bench rest gun, something to boost 

your Instagram post engagement, or have a 

teenage son whose primary shopping criteria 

is video game cool points, the Defiance LVOA 

may just be the exact thing you ordered.



Purchase online at: RRSSOAR.com/TFCT-34

TFCT-34 & ANVIL-30

Finally a TRIPOD and BALLHEAD
specifically DESIGNED and CRAFTED 

for the  MOST DEMANDING SHOOTER

MADE
IN THE



HIGH FIDELITY

 NORDIC COMPONENTS

NC-22LR
MATERIALS

All metal construction

COLORS

Black

MSRP

$775

URL

nordiccomp.com

NOTES

The biggest draw of the NC-22LR may be its 

match-grade, stainless steel barrel. In ad-

dition to the barrel’s borderline bull profile, 

it’s equipped with a stainless steel bolt and 

aluminum receiver set/handguard combo. 

While your Nordic Components rimfire rifle 

will be able to be passed down for genera-

tions, it also weighs just shy of 10 pounds 

— that’s unloaded, no accessories. The 

handguard is slender and seemingly ribbed 

for your pleasure. Like the KRISS rifles, you 

can screw in short sections of Picatinny 

rail for accessory mounting — but alas, no 

direct-mount modular system. If you intend 

to shoot any kind of rimfire competition, this 

is the first rifle out of the pack we’d look at. 

But if you’re looking for a lightweight tacti-

cal trainer, you might be better off looking 

elsewhere in this guide.





HIGH FIDELITY

 SMITH & WESSON

M&P 15-22 SPORT
MATERIALS

Metal and polymer construction

COLORS

Assorted

MSRP

$449

URL

www.smith-wesson.com

NOTES

The M&P 15-22 Sport gets our all-around 

top pick. While sticker price is $449, you 

can get them used or on sale in the high 

$300s, making them accessible to just 

about anybody. The S&W was also the only 

sample we tested that had a true M-LOK 

handguard, allowing you to use all the light 

mounts, forward grips, sling loops and 

other assorted goodies that may be rattling 

around in your garage. It accepts many 

full-size AR parts, including triggers and 

safeties. Additionally, there are aftermarket 

adaptors that allow you to swap hand-

guards. 

Being of largely polymer 

construction, the M&P 15-22 

doesn’t quite impart the heft of 

our other sample guns. But it 

also tips the scale at a sprite 

4.8 pounds. It’s fast-handling 

on the clock, easy to use for 

junior shooters, and light 

enough to give you plenty of ounces 

to play with when bolting on accessories. 

Standard capacity magazines are cheap and 

prolific, and fit in most 30-round AR mag 

pouches. Because of this all-around versa-

tility, budget-friendly market position, and 

our downright pleasant experience shooting 

it, the S&W M&P 15-22 Sport gets our top 

pick of this litter.





HIGH FIDELITY

 MOSSBERG

MODEL 715T  
FLATTOP
MATERIALS

Polymer construction

COLORS

Assorted

MSRP

$326

URL

www.mossberg.com

NOTES

In the 715T’s defense, it was a rimfire AR 

clone before rimfire AR clones were cool. 

Perhaps because it pre-dates the current 

popularity of tactical plinkers, it lacks much 

of the refinement of our other entries. The 

lower receiver is molded as one piece of 

polymer, which means you can't change 

grips, triggers, or safety selectors. In fact, 

the 715T doesn’t even have a safety selec-

tor. It has a traditional cross-bolt safety 

located right where the mag release button 

should be — absolutely maddening during 

your first 10 or 12 fumbled reloads. The 

actual mag release is a weird lever located 

on the side of the magwell. 

While it does sport Pica-

tinny rails, this is about 

where your modular-

ity ends. There’s not 

even an AR charging 

handle. Instead, this 

runs as a side-charger with the 

handle attached directly to the bolt. While 

we applaud Mossberg for bringing the 715T 

to market close to a decade before any 

other major company was allotting time 

and money to rimfire ARs, it's a product of 

its era — clunky and only designed to look 

like an AR without any of the actual 

benefits of one. 





SUREFIRE’S  
LATEST  

SILENCER  
UPDATE:  

THE RYDER  
9-TI2

182

R
E

C
O

I
L

W
E

B
.

C
O

M
I

S
S

U
E

 
4

1

BY DAVE MERRILL

If you like your SureFire, you can keep 

your SureFire — at least that’s what 

the employees of the Fountain Valley, 

California, company tell us. Fresh in the 

booth at SHOT Show 2019 will be a 

brand-new 9mm silencer from SureFire. 

The aptly named Ryder 9-Ti2 is the next 

step for this popular pistol can. 

While it seems the pistol suppressor 

world is currently circling their wagons 

around modular 45ACP models, SureFire 

isn’t going down that road. It’s not hard 

to see why the industry has been hot to 

trot for 45ACP silencers; when they’re 
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designed well they can be used on 

nearly every lower caliber. Gone are the 

days where a 40-caliber silencer is on 

many company SKUs. With that said, 

there are benefits to a suppressor spe-

cifically made for a given caliber, which 

is also why 5.56 and similar dedicated 

caliber cans continue to exist to this day. 

The same goes for the Ryder 9-Ti2.

No, instead of coming to a whole new 

design, they’ve decided to spend time giv-

ing their current line further refinement. 

We’ll give you the bottom line up 

front: If you currently own a Ryder 9-Ti, 

you don’t need to run out and upgrade 

right now. But if you don’t own one and 

are considering a 9mm silencer, give this 

one a hard look.

SO WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

There are far more similarities than 

differences between these two genera-

tions, hence why this is a sequel and 

not an entirely new franchise. There’s 

the same performance, slim 1.25-inch 

diameter, and curves. To fully answer 

the question of revisions we’ll give you 

two words: strength and longevity. You 

won’t spot most of these differences 

yourself without some side-by-sides and 

some guidance. The Series 2 model has 

an improved interface with the pistol at 

the rear. This upgraded mechanism has 

longer mating and bearing surfaces for 

greater strength and more consistent 

alignment. Secondly, the booster assem-

bly has been beefed up and a stronger 

spring is used. 

This comes at a price not of more dol-

lars but of additional weight. The Ryder 

9-Ti2 is two ounces heavier, at 11.5 

ounces, than its predecessor. 

These changes weren’t really made 

with Americans in mind, but instead to 

ensure foreign entities issued the Ryder 

9 had more time between maintenance 

intervals. If a silencer goes down for 

an American consumer, SureFire is 

just a quick post office trip away. If a 

silencer goes down for a mil/LEO unit, 

they can dig into their spare parts and 

pieces knowing they can get catalog parts 

replacement in mere days. But a military 

contract in Myanmar? (Note: We have no 

idea if SureFire is used in Myanmar, but 

we liked the way it sounded.) Even airmail 

takes some time to cross the Pacific. 

But just because these upgrades 

weren’t made for us, we still benefit from 

them. At the time of this writing, we’re 

told SureFire will only be producing the 

Ryder 9-Ti2 and letting the old ones go. 

Just think of it like gently shushing the 

person you’re holding the pillow over. 

BREAKING IT DOWN

If you’re not familiar with the Ryder 

series or pistol-caliber SureFire cans, 

this next section is for you. We’ll break 



SUREFIRE
RYDER 9-TI2

CALIBER  
9mm

WEIGHT  
11.5 ounces

LENGTH  
7.8 inches

DIAMETER  
1.25 inches 

MSRP  
$849

URL 
SureFire.com
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down the design and point out features 

that we found very thoughtful on the 

part of the engineers. 

Each Ryder 9-Ti2 ships with tools. 

This shouldn’t be a huge deal, except 

for the fact that more than once we’ve 

been forced to buy a special $50 tool 

simply to remove a suppressor endcap. 

The three-piece set consists of a 

threaded rod, a special adapter to push 

out baffles, and a knurled cylinder 

wrench with stems on either side for 

end cap/front cap removal. The reason 

for stems on both sides? So if one 

breaks, you can simply flip it over. It’s 

the little things. 

To disassemble the Ryder 9-Ti2, 

thread the rod into the knurled cylin-

der, insert the rod into the bore, and 

turn counterclockwise; this works for 

either end of the silencer. When the 

endcap is removed, slide the baffle 

removal tool over the tip of the rod, 

insert, and push. These silencers are 

made with very tight tolerances, so 

once you get a prudent amount of 

projectiles down the pipe they can 

be hard to take apart. We note that 

SureFire recommends giving the 

booster a scrub every 300 rounds and 

the baffles every 1,000, though we 

regularly exceed these figures purely 

out of neglect and laziness. 

There are a total of six baffles inside. 

Each baffle has a slightly different 

length, so there are no spacers sans the 

one immediately in front of the booster 

assembly. They’re (thankfully) clearly 

numbered in the order of assembly. 

After you’ve done your share of clean-

ing and scraping, assembly is up next. 

However, don’t simply click the baffles 

in place and let it ride, lest something 

get misaligned. Slide your baffle stack 

and end plate directly onto the tool, and 

then use the entire apparatus to lock 

it down all at once. There’s a pleasant 

ratcheting when you get toward the end.

EVOLUTION, NOT REVOLUTION

AT THE RANGE

Regarding sound, we would ab-

solutely consider the Ryder 9-Ti2 

“hearing safe” indoors with subsonic 

ammunition and outdoors with supers 

— though OSHA would certainly dis-

agree with us. If you’ve heard a Ryder 

9 already, this one will be the same. 

That is to say: excellent performance 

with great tone. 

LOOSE ROUNDS

The SureFire Ryder 9-Ti2 isn’t 

revolution; it’s evolution. In a world of 

modular 45ACP silencers, the Ryder 

still holds its own. Besides, it’s not like 

you’re still shooting 40-cal anyway. 

The Ryder 9-Ti2 comes 
with all the tools you 
need and then some.





IT’S WINDY 
 AT THE TOP
FROM THE ARMY MARKSMANSHIP UNIT TO TEAM SIG SAUER, 
DANIEL HORNER AIMS TO DOMINATE MULTIGUN COMPETITIONS
BY MATT STAGLIANO

PHOTOS BY FIRELANCE MEDIA

Getting paid to shoot is one of those jobs 

that many would love to have, but only a 

rarified few get to actually experience. The 

sheer amount of will and determination 

it takes to put in the countless hours of 

practice, hundreds of thousands of rounds 

of ammunition, and competition entry fees 

is enough to dissuade most. But for those 

who make it, the world of competition can 

be lucrative.

Since the age of 6, Daniel Horner has 

studied the craft of firearms, traveling 

on an endless journey from student to 

master. From backyard squirrel hunting, 

to amateur matches, to the elite six-

member Army Marksmanship Unit Action 

Team, where he racked up win after win in 

national-level multigun matches, Horner is 

just now starting to hit his stride. At only 

31, with over 12 years on the AMU and 

almost eight of those as a coach, Horner 

recently left the Army and is now occupy-

ing a coveted spot on SIG SAUER’s profes-

sional shooting team. Some might say he 

has the world at his feet. 

Quiet, reserved, and with more than a 

bit of dry, sarcastic humor, Horner still 

weighs and measures his words as care-

fully as if he were preparing for one of his 

matches. It’s reflective of his meticulous 

nature. We spoke to him recently while he 

was at his home in Georgia. 

RECOIL: You started shooting at age 6. 

What do you remember about those days?

Daniel Horner: My dad took me dove and 

duck hunting, so I started carrying a gun 

when I was 7. So my mom would give me 

a box of .22s, and our dog, my sister, and 

I would go out after school until basically 

dark. We’d hunt squirrels or do something 

shooting related. I had a gun in my hand 

truly my whole life. 

Did you have any role models whom you 

looked up to and did you ever get to com-

pete against them head-to-head?

DH: Yeah, when I was growing up it was 

Rob Leatham, Jerry Miculek, Todd Jar-

rett, and Jerry Barnhart, guys like that. 

Jerry Miculek was always the guy — he’s 

a very good person, very well respected, 

very professional, and he can shoot any-

thing. So that’s what I wanted to be able 

to do — be able to pick up any gun and 

be competent. 

Is there any one win in that period before 

joining the Army that meant the most to you?

DH: I won IDPA nationals when I was 16 

and 17. I won it two years in a row. So I 

started competing basically when I was 

13, and by 17 on won the nationals. I 

remember Rob Leatham pulling me off to 

the side and he kind of just encouraged 

me, which I really appreciated at the time 

because I’d never really talked to those 

guys, and he took the time to come over 

and say something. 

When you enlisted in the Army did you go 

in saying, “I want to be part of the marks-

manship unit”?

DH: I did, but they came to me. I was 

already looking at options of joining the 

Army, and I decided I wanted to go the 

Special Forces route and try to go to that 

world. But by then, I had so much time, 

and my parents had so much invested in 

me, on the shooting thing that I went that 

route instead. I got a good opportunity.  
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So how does it differ from other jobs 

in the Army? Do you have to keep 

fighting for your position, or do you 

get rotated out?

DH: On the Action Team, once you get 

there, you have a gate of 80 percent. 

So, you’ve got to average 80 percent 

your first year, and then basically 

every year it goes up either two-and-

a-half or 5 percent from there up to 

about 90 percent. So if you compete 

in a match, it’s that your score is 90 

percent of the guy who won. 

It progresses up until you’re either 

winning, or right on the edge of win-

Horner’s first TV 

interview with 

Michael Bane’s 

Shooting Gallery.

Coming in after a 

successful duck 

hunt with his 

dog Chief. This 

was Chief’s last 

retrieve.

In 2003 at the NC 

Recon Match. This 

was Horner’s first 

time competing in 

3-gun; he was us-

ing borrowed guns 

and gear. 

IT’S WINDY AT THE TOP

ning, or you’re moved out. So it’s not 

that you’re fighting for your job every 

day. You’re not going to lose your job 

if you lose a match. You’ll lose your 

job if you lose a lot of matches or if 

you’re not putting forth the effort. It’s 

a very small team and it’s all profes-

sional people. 

What did you do besides get ready for 

competitions and hoist trophies? 

DH: The AMU Action Team was con-

stantly training guys to prepare them 

to deploy. The reason that you win 

[competitions] is so that you have the 

credibility to train guys. Nobody wants 

to learn from the 10th place guy. 

Everybody wants to learn from the 

guy who wins. But it’s all bigger than 

winning a match. It’s for the purpose 

of helping a guy for when he actually 

needs to outperform his adversary. 

So the competition reaffirms your 

expertise? 

DH: It validates everything. It validates 

your equipment, it validates your train-

ing, it validates your mindset, and it 

validates your status. If you don’t keep 

score, it doesn’t matter. Everybody can 

talk about it, and you hear all the time: 

‘I’m pretty good with a gun.’ Well, quan-

tify that. ‘Pretty good’ means nothing. 

As a teacher, there’s got to be com-

mon mistakes that you see. 

DH: One of the biggest issues is people 

trying to buy success. The Army’s solu-
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ing is practicing specific skills and 

getting better at them. 

Did you see a profound influence of 

the AMU team on the Big Army?  

DH: I’ve seen changes in small units. 

Most of the smaller units are very, very, 

very good at what they do. So when I 

go to train them, I tell them, ‘I’m not 

training you. I’m going to coach you. 

I’m going to give you a test of a certain 

skill. You run through it, and then I’m 

going to try to make you 3 percent 

better.’ Well, if you’re at 90 percent 

already, 3 percent is 30 percent of as 

far as you can go. That’s a good thing. 

Three percent for a guy that’s at 40 

tion is ‘We’re going to buy a better wid-

get, and that’s going to make our guys 

more effective.’ That’s great, but up 

until that point, put the money in the 

soldiers. Enable them. They’re smart 

guys, especially your sniper teams. 

They passed a very difficult school to 

get into the position that they’re at. 

Bring them to a higher level. 

And the common mistake I see 

guys making is they want to fall back 

on the gear. They don’t want to go 

train. Successful people anywhere — 

they’re out there training when it’s 

raining and snowing and hard and 

windy. And that’s when you get good. 

Training is not practicing a skill. Train-

percent, that’s not a good improve-

ment. So I see changes like that. 

Typical dry-fire routine — do you 

have one or does it change based on 

whatever you’re training up for?

DH: I have a process that works well 

for me. If I’m prepping for a competi-

tion I’ll dry-fire, but I’ll do everything 

really slow, and it’s absolutely per-

fect. I don’t go more than about 10 to 

15 minutes because I can’t pay atten-

tion anymore. If you really want to 

progress, do 15 minutes, put the gun 

down and go do something for 20, 30 

minutes; come back, do it again. But 

while you’re doing it, do it well. 

IF YOU WANT TO BE AN AMU 
SHOOTER — THE NUMBER-ONE 
THING THAT I LOOKED FOR WAS 

THE CHARACTER OF THE PERSON 
AND THE WORK ETHIC.

Shooting 314 yards 

from an alternate 

position on the  

way to win the  

2016 Rocky 

Mountain 3-Gun 

Championships.

IT’S WINDY AT THE TOP



SEE THE DIFFERENCE
Shop at RITONOPTICS.COM 

The only U.S. Military and 
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Every optic undergoes a 
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with a 48 hour new product 

replacement

Committed to service 

that surpasses customer 

expectations every time
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BUSH 

RANGER

31A

IMMORTAL

COYOTE TAN 

23HGVB

FRENZY II

62P2A
COLD STEEL TRI-AD LOCK 
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(as seen on our YouTube channel: 
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safest locking mechanism for 
folding knives in the world.

Don’t trust your precious, 
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carry Cold Steel, you can bet your 
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effort all the time.’ If we’re shooting 

and training? Maximum effort. If we’re 

screwing off and playing? Maximum 

effort. So whatever you’re doing, do 

the best that you can do at all times.

Why did you choose to leave the 

Army, and how did you get the spot 

on Team SIG?

DH: I realized that I was in a ground-

hog year pattern, and I wanted to do 

something different. I either wanted 

to go to a different unit in the Army, 

or I wanted to go try something else. 

I started looking around and ask-

ing around and SIG approached me. 

SIG is without a doubt leading the 

industry right now. They’re by far the 

most innovative; they’ve got the most 

money in R&D enabling their engi-

neers. Tom Taylor [SIG SAUER Chief 

Marketing Officer and Executive Vice 

President, Commercial Sales] came 

up and talked to me, and I’m like, 

‘Yeah, why not?’ 

Do you have a coach?

DH: I have guys who I bounce stuff 

off of all the time. You can have the 

best coach in the world, but if he 

doesn’t care about you, he’s worth-

less, right? So I go to guys I know 

actually care about me before I go 

ask them for advice. 

What’s the advice you’d give to some-

one who wants to join the Army and 

become part of the AMU?

DH: So if you want to be an AMU 

shooter — the number-one thing that 

I looked for was the character of the 

person and the work ethic. Because 

you’re going to come to a tryout and 

I already know how you shoot, right? 

I’m looking for ‘Are you going to quit? 

Are you going to fit in with the team? 

Do you work as hard as you can all 

the time?’ 

You want to summarize an action 

member? ‘A man that must be driven 

ain’t worth the driving’ and ‘Maximum 

Winning the 2015 

3-Gun Nation Cham-

pionships; Horner 

is a 4-time 3-Gun 

Nation Champion.

Winning the 2015 

Mammoth Sniper 

Team Challenge with 

his wife, Candice. 

Horner previously 

won the same match 

three times in a row 

with AMU team-

mate, Tyler Payne.

IT’S WINDY AT THE TOP
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Robby Johnson, KC Eusebio, and Lee 

Dimaculangan as shooters. So at one 

point in time, five of the six of us 

were the current national champion 

or the International Sniper Competi-

tion champion. So we had a pretty 

good team back then. Max was always 

known as the best pistol shooter on 

the team. And then he left to go to 

SIG, and it was just kind of weird, 

because I don’t know if I ever talked 

to him about joining the team. 

What’s going to be your first competition?

DH: The Fort Benning three-gun 

match. It was the last competition that 

I shot before I joined the Army. I ran it 

while I was in the Army, and now this 

will be my first competition after the 

Army. It’s kind of like going home. 

SIG has had some PR challenges over 

the past few years, and the external 

optics can be harsh. How will you 

deal with that? 

DH: So when I was in the Army, I’d 

call Robby Johnson frustrated about 

something somebody said or some-

thing. He’d always say, ‘It’s windy at 

top, man, windy at the top.’ When 

you’re up there, if no one cares about 

you, you’re not relevant to them. So 

if somebody takes the time to hate 

on you, at some point you affected 

their life, so you’re probably where 

you need to be. So SIG is there right 

now, and they’re going to be there for 

a long time because of all the money 

that they’ve been able to put into 

developing stuff. I can’t see anybody 

even coming close to them for the 

next five to 10 years. 

You worked on the AMU team with 

Max Michel, another Team SIG 

shooter. Coincidence?

DH: I think Max and I worked to-

gether for four years. At the time it 

was me, Max Michel, Travis Tomasie, 

Microtech L.U.D.T. Folder

Wallet

Keys

SIG P365 9mm with  

spare magazine

DANIEL’S 

 EDC 

First shots at the 

new job with the 

P320 X5, which is 

Horner’s competi-

tion pistol.

IT’S WINDY AT THE TOP
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BORN: 

January 24, 1987 
Newport News, VA

FAMILY: 

Wife, Candice, and 
stepdaughter, Alison

EDUCATION: 

Homeschooled

MILITARY SERVICE: 

U.S. Army 2006-2018

ROLE MODELS: 

Jerry Miculek

FAVORITE BOOK: 

Outliers by Malcolm 
Gladwell

FAVORITE FILM: 

Pulp Fiction

IF I COULD ONLY HAVE 

ONE GUN: 

14.5-inch .223 carbine, 
suppressed

MOST LUSTED-AFTER 

FIREARM: 

Italian Over-Under Shotgun 
or a SIG SAUER Rattler

DAILY DRIVER: 

Hyundai Tucson

NEAR-DEATH 

EXPERIENCES: 

Once on a Yamaha R1 
motorcycle and once 
skydiving. We’ll leave it 
at that.

FAVORITE FOOD: 

Steak

BROKEN BONES: 

None

DANIEL HORNER

How do you describe your gun collec-

tion? Are there any favorites in there?

DH: I enjoy having the exact right tool 

for the job. I like being able to go and 

get the exact right gun for whatever 

I’m doing. If it’s a little 10-inch sup-

pressed rifle all the way up to a 28-

inch barrel, 28 Nosler, and everything 

in between, I enjoy being able to go 

get exactly the right tool for the job. 

Stock or tricked out? What’s the first 

modification that you’d make on any 

platform? 

DH: The trigger, without a doubt. 

Gotta have a good trigger. 

Last question. You had the dream job 

in the Army. You’ve got the dream job 

with Team SIG. If you weren’t doing 

this, what would you be doing? Driving 

an ice cream truck? Working in a cube?

DH: [Laughing] Trying to get here. I 

enjoy what I’ve grown to do. I’ve got the 

SIG thing going. I’m going to do mili-

tary and civilian training courses. I’m 

going to have an online store, and I’m 

going to bring some products to market 

that I feel like needed to come out for 

a while. I’m bringing them out and will 

see if they can help some people. 

IT’S WINDY AT THE TOP
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HOW TO FIND THE RIGHT PERSONAL TRAINER FOR YOU
BY RYNE GIOVIANO, M.S.ED., NSCA-CPT

health and wellbeing into their hands, 

do you? Let’s discuss what you need to 

be aware of before you make that next 

step of hiring a coach or personal trainer 

— so you don’t spend money in vain or 

set yourself up for failure with someone 

who’s unqualified to train you. 

WHY GET A PERSONAL TRAINER 

TO BEGIN WITH?

While there are many reasons why 

you might want to hire a personal 

trainer, the broadest reason is to get 

in better shape. Now, this can mean 

anything from losing weight to build-

ing muscle and anything in between, 

but the better question to ask is why 

you need a personal trainer rather 

than attempting to reach your goals 

without assistance. 

The question may sound the same, 

but you can certainly go to the gym and 

work out on your own; plenty of people 

do it. A personal trainer, however, has 

many advantages over working out 

by yourself. Education, safety, and 

accountability are among the most 

important. Education is a big one (as-

suming you hired the right person) as 

they’ll know effective ways to get you 

from your starting point to your goal 

in, ideally, the shortest amount of time 

possible. This is a big deal as the atten-

tion span of most people is short, and 

they’re motivated by continual progress. 

Safety can be taken two ways — both 

safety during the actual session by 

spotting you and by designing a program 

that’s good for you given your physiologi-

cal status (everyone’s capabilities are 

different). Exercise selection and choos-

ing the appropriate weight, if you’re 

weight training, is vitally important. If 

 PICKING  
THE PRO
You may have some nagging injuries, 

or maybe you just put on some extra 

weight over the years that your primary 

physician is telling you to lose. Either 

way, it sounds like you may need some 

help in the health and fitness depart-

ment. It actually takes some courage 

and confidence to admit you need help, 

so congratulations on making the choice 

to hire a personal trainer. When it comes 

to your exercise routine, you can go 

it alone or you can hire someone who 

knows how to get you to your goal. But 

you don’t want just anyone taking your 

Much like a boxing 
coach, a personal 
trainer can make 
observations about 
your form and move-
ment that are critical 
to giving you safe and 
individual-specific 
advice to help you get 
the most out of your 
routine.
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PICKING THE PRO

you haven’t searched “gym fails” videos 

on YouTube, you need to. It’ll give you 

some idea of how things can go awry at 

a gym without proper guidance, and it’s 

a bit of a wakeup call about how easily 

mistakes can be made. 

Accountability may seem insignifi-

cant, but it can be critical for a lot of 

people who struggle to make it to the 

gym regularly. When you have someone 

waiting for you at the gym expecting 

you to be there, and you’re going to be 

charged if you don’t show up, it’s much 

more likely that you won’t bail. There’s 

a saying in fitness that a mediocre pro-

gram completed 100 percent is far bet-

ter than a fantastic program completed 

50 percent. Showing up consistently 

is one of the most critical aspects of 

improving fitness-related goals. 

PICK THE RIGHT SETTING

So, let’s say you’ve decided to hire 

a personal trainer. The next step is 

to determine where you should go. 

There are tons of gyms out there, and 

there are always more popping up all 

the time. In a situation with so many 

options, it helps to break it down into 

small pieces. Let’s divide the pos-

sibilities into a bigger gym, such as 

Lifetime Fitness or Gold’s Gym, and 

smaller independent studios.

Bigger gyms tend to have an advan-

tage over smaller studios when it comes 

to resources available and cost to join. 

This typically means bigger gyms have 

more equipment to choose from and 

more space, which can be a massive 

advantage for you depending on your 

needs. If you’re looking for a place to 

go to use the equipment outside of 

personal training sessions, you can do 

that as you’ll be paying a membership 

fee. Because the gyms are much big-

ger, you’ll also usually have more of a 

selection of personal trainers to choose 

from, which can increase the odds of 

you finding someone you like.

A studio, on the other hand, has 

many advantages over gyms. For one, 

they often have more specialty equip-

ment, such as a better selection of 

kettlebells, a turf section for things like 

pushing a sled, and other things you 

may have never heard of like a mace, 

battle ropes, and TRX Suspension 

Trainers. That’s not to say gyms don’t 

have these items, but it’s much more 

likely that small studios will have them. 

This can be great for people who like to 

spice up their training and tend to get 

bored quickly. Studios also tend to have 

better quality, albeit fewer, services to 

choose from. Take a personal training 

studio, for instance. It’s much more 

likely that a place specializing in per-

sonal training will have a better service 

if that’s all they’re focused on. 

HOW ABOUT EDUCATION?

Excellent education and quality 

credentials are good to have in any job, 

and personal training is no different. A 

college degree in an exercise-related 

field is always a great first start and 

something a lot of businesses set as 

their minimum qualification. Degrees in 

areas such as exercise science, exercise 

physiology, biomechanics, kinesiology, 

athletic training, and physiology are 

all ideal. Don’t worry too much about 

where they got their degree as school is 

really the starting point of education in 

Studios also offer 
specialized equipment 
and training that’s 
not often found at 
standard gyms.

Studios often offer the
individual attention

one may desire over a
larger gym, but they

tend to cost more
than a standard gym

membership.
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this field. Continuing education is what 

separates the good from the bad. 

Aside from that, look for a quality 

general personal training or strength 

and conditioning certification. Some 

of these include the National Strength 

and Conditioning Association (NSCA), 

American College of Sports Medi-

cine (ACSM), American Council on 

Exercise (ACE), Certified Functional 

Strength Coach (CFSC), and the Na-

tional Academy of Sports Medicine 

(NASM). While there are plenty of 

other certifications, these are gener-

ally the most well-known depending 

on the area of expertise. 

Additionally, other certifications fo-

cus more on specific styles of training, 

equipment, or services such as TRX, 

StrongFirst (SFG), Russian Kettlebell 

Challenge (RKC), Functional Movement 

Screen Level 1 or 2 (FMS), Functional 

Range Conditioning (FRC), Precision 

Nutrition Level 1 or 2 (Pn1 or Pn2), 

Postural Restoration Trained (PRT), 

and so on. Finding a trainer or coach 

1  HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A PERSONAL TRAINER?

Remember, there are positives and negatives to their specific 

experience. Just find out who you’re dealing with and what you 

can expect.

2  DO YOU ASSESS PEOPLE BEFORE YOU TRAIN THEM? IF SO, 

WHAT IS YOUR ASSESSMENT?

Make sure someone is evaluating you to see what’s safe and 

unsafe for you to do before training together. A treadmill test is 

OK, but make sure there’s some kind of movement component 

to test your mobility and stability. Arguably, the most common 

pre-exercise assessment is called the Functional Movement 

Screen (FMS), which takes clients through a short screen to 

get baseline scores for gross movements like the squat, lunge, 

and shoulder mobility. If it’s not the FMS, there should be some 

sort of movement-based measurements done prior to training to 

determine what exercises are safe and unsafe for you to do. This 

isn’t an area you want someone to guess at. 

3  WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE PROGRAM? DO YOU HAVE A 

NUTRITIONAL DEGREE OR CERTIFICATION?

Make sure you know what you’re getting up front before you 

sign up for anything. Nutrition is a huge piece of the puzzle, 

so if someone is going to be giving you nutritional advice, they 

should at least be certified. One of the most common nutrition 

certifications is through Precision Nutrition (Pn1 or Pn2), but 

there are others through companies like the American Fitness 

Professionals & Associates Nutrition & Wellness Consultant 

Certification as well as the National Exercise & Sports Trainers 

Association (FNC). Basically, you’re just looking for someone who 

has gone through some kind of training specifically designed for 

them to give nutritional advice to their clients. 

4  HOW LONG CAN I EXPECT TO TAKE TO REACH MY GOAL?

While this isn’t so easy to answer, there is a ballpark amount of time 

that fitness goals generally take. Understand that you’re an integral 

part of the process, and often, merely showing up to your sessions 

isn’t enough. There’ll be work that you have to do outside of the gym.

5  WHAT DO YOU EXPECT FROM ME DURING THIS PROCESS?

This is an excellent follow-up to the previous question as 

what you’re willing to do in the process will ultimately be the 

determining factor to your timeframe and success.

6  WHAT’S YOUR CANCELLATION POLICY?

Most personal trainers and gyms have a 24-hour cancellation 

policy. Just make sure you know what the policy is before 

committing to anything. 

with an additional certification, such 

as one of these, is an excellent way to 

know that he or she stays up to date 

with current concepts and is interested 

in bettering themselves. This is very 

important as the field of exercise is 

continually changing. 

Most places require a CPR/AED 

certification for employment; this is a 

crucial certification for all fitness and 

health professionals to have. You never 

know when you’ll need it.

IS EXPERIENCE THE MOST  

IMPORTANT VARIABLE?

Experience in any job is typically 

a positive, but the fitness industry is 

one where experience is not always the 

be-all-end-all. When you have a field 

that’s continually changing, having more 

experience can be fantastic, assuming 

the trainer you’re working with contin-

ues to learn and get better; this is true 

of so many professions from doctors 

to physical therapists. It’s also more 

likely that they know the ins and outs of 

PICKING THE PRO

Diet is 
another often 
overlooked part 
of an exercise 
regimen that 
a certified 
personal 
trainer can 
often provide 
advice on.



SERIOUS OPTICS FOR SERIOUS FIREPOWER.

336 Hazen Lane, Orofino, ID 83544  n  208.476.9814  n  NightforceOptics.com
FIRST FOCAL PLANE

ATACR™ 4-16x42 F1
Massive performance, 
minimal package.

ATACR™ 5-25x56 F1

NEW! ATACR™ 7-35x56 F1 Extreme range,  
extreme performance.

Our ATACR™ series were originally 

designed for military, law enforcement, 

and other tactical applications.  They 

are the basis, in fact, for our Mil-Spec 

riflescopes available to military customers.

They will meet or exceed the capability 

of any known rifle cartridge. ED glass 

produces brilliant images, color contrast 

and resolving power. First focal plane 

reticle placement excels in high-stress 

situations and when encountering 

different targets at multiple ranges.

These are serious riflescopes.  

Now the question is, how serious are you?

It puts the “long”  
in “long range.”

centuryarms.com

facebook.com/canikusa

instagram.com/canikusa

• Thread Protector, 13.5x1mm LH

• Salient Sight Set

• Match-grade Barrel, Fluted & Nitride-Coated

• Speed Funnel Mag Well

TP9 Elite Combat takes “optional” out of the equation. 

For the same price as most production guns, the TP9 Elite 

Combat rivals most custom shop guns and includes 

performance upgrades by Salient Arms International.

You Can, With Canik.
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Ryne Gioviano is the owner of Achieve Personal Training & Lifestyle 

Design located in Aurora, Illinois. He holds a master’s degree in exercise 

physiology and is a NSCA Certified Personal Trainer and Precision Nutrition 

Certified Nutritional Coach. Ryne is also an avid firearms enthusiast. For 

more information, visit www.Achieve-PersonalTraining.com or find him 

on Instagram and Twitter at @rgioviano.

ABOUT  
THE 

AUTHOR

the job itself very well and are good at 

establishing a rapport with people.

New personal trainers do sometimes 

have an advantage in that they have 

learned more modern methods and 

information that can be key to push-

ing you to your goals or reducing injury 

risk. For instance, crunches and sit-ups 

were the go-to core exercise for a long 

time, and many trainers still do them 

very frequently. It wasn’t until recently 

that research from Dr. Stuart McGill 

pointed out that they’re awful for your 

spine. Over time, repeated motion from 

the lumbar spine, like bending and 

twisting, can severely injure the discs. 

Your ideal circumstance will be 

someone that has a mix of the two. 

Look for someone who has a decent 

amount of experience, which demon-

strated motivation to continually get 

better. You can find this out by simply 

asking what areas of the fitness field 

they tend to research or what the last 

conference they attended was. Ques-

tions like this make it very easy to 

tell if they’re truly invested in getting 

better, or they just sit at home reading 

Bodybuilding.com. Aside from this, you 

can generally tell by the certifications 

a personal trainer has. Oftentimes, 

multiple certifications is indicative of 

someone willing to spend their own 

money on improving, definitely a step 

in the right direction. 

COST OF ADMISSION

The price of a personal trainer en-

tirely depends on the location. It’s like-

ly that areas like Los Angeles or New 

York City will have somewhat higher 

rates, while a more suburban or rural 

area will have lower rates. The key is to 

find someone in that sweet spot — not 

out of your budget, but also not dirt 

cheap. Personal training is most com-

monly sold as a bundle of sessions, 

but the industry is shifting toward 

lumping it into a monthly price. For 

one-on-one personal training, it can 

range anywhere from $50 to as high 

as $100, or even higher depending on 

the area they’re located. Semi-private 

training is less expensive at a range 

anywhere between $20 and $50, but 

again, it totally depends on the area 

and who’s setting the prices. Personal 

training is much like other products 

and services — you typically get what 

you pay for. So, your best bet is to hit 

the review sites like Google and Yelp to 

see what other people are saying. Word 

of mouth is often how gyms grow, so 

a good gym or trainer is likely to have 

multiple five-star reviews. 

Within the broad topic of personal 

training, there are also different types 

of services that affect cost. The two 

that are the most common are one-

on-one and small group (often called 

semi-private). While one-on-one train-

ing is probably still the most common 

service, small group training offers a 

mix of group training and one-on-one. 

At a lower price than one-on-one, 

small group personal training is likely 

to have three to six clients in it. You 

get more of the group feel, without 

sacrificing coaching and attention.

CONCLUSION

Picking the right person to help  

you achieve your health and fit-

ness goals can mean the difference 

between success and failure (and sig-

nificant personal injury). You always 

have the option to make a switch, but 

it’s much better (and less expensive) 

to get it right the first time. Do your 

homework to ensure you’re setting 

yourself up for success. 

PICKING THE PRO

You can go it alone, 
but if you’re inexperi-
enced with exercising 
in a gym setting, you’ll  
run the risk of incur-
ring fitness-related 
injuries.  



SIERRABULLETS.COM

THE NEW AMMUNITION FOR THOSE 
WHO DON’T DEPEND ON “LUCK.”

GAMECHANGER

The game has changed. After 70 years of bullet 

innovation, Sierra® introduces the perfect 

combination of legendary match-grade accuracy 

and bone-punching terminal performance 

featuring Sierra’s new GAMECHANGER
TM

bullet—ALL PACKED IN A PRECISELY-
TUNED, DEPENDABLE CARTRIDGE. 
bu

TU

The Bulletsmiths¨

¨

SierraSierra

703.263.9795 WWW.AIMPOINT.COM 7309 GATEWAY CT MANASSAS, VA 20109

M02444

BATTERY LIFE OVER THREE YEARS

150 FEET

YES

YES

YES

YES

SOLID FRONT /
TRANSPARENT REAR

ALWAYS READY
ALWAYS ON

HARD ANODIZED
ALUMINUM ALLOY

FLIP COVERS

READY CONDITION

MATERIAL

WATERPROOF

TORQUE LIMITING MOUNT

REMOVABLE SPACER

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $485

OBJECTIVE THREADED FOR
ANTI-REFLECTION DEVICE

IN-SERVICE AND BATTERY
CHANGE REMINDER
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Got a gun tattoo you’d like to share? Please send some well-lit, high-

resolution photos to recoil@recoilweb.com, along with your name, the 

tattoo artist’s name, the studio name and city in which it was done, 

and 50-70 words on what the tattoo is of and why you got it. By send-

ing in submissions, you grant TEN: Publishing Media the unrestricted, 

transferable and sub-licensable, irrevocable, royalty-free, world-wide, 

and perpetual license to reproduce, distribute, publicly display, make 

derivative works of, and otherwise use the submissions in any media 

whatsoever now known or later invented throughout the world for any 

purpose whatsoever, commercial or not.

RIFLE
Artist: Steve Gibson 

Outlaw Custom Tattoo

Prattville, AL

Stetson Parker: My tattoo is clearly an M4 rifle, and 

the reason I got it is because I’m currently serving in 

the Air Force as a Security Forces member. The tattoo is 

symbolic because it’s my everyday duty weapon. I carry 

it everyday, deploy months at a time with it, qualify 

with it — I do everything with this rifle. It’s not only the 

tool of my trade, but my lifeline as well.  

Image 3

S&W SHIELD 
Artist: Jason Weiss

Ink Monkey 

Roseburg, OR

Scott Couch: My carry gun 

is a S&W Shield in .40. The 

banner is “Don’t Tread On 

Me,” honoring my love for 

the 2nd Amendment. My wife 

thought of it all as a birthday 

gift to me a few years back. 

Image 1

REVOLVER 
Artist: Kat Fullerton 

9Mag

Chicago, IL

John Giamarusti Jr.: 

This was my first tattoo 

in memoriam to my 

deceased father, who 

was a Chicago police 

sergeant and on the 

force for 27 years. 

Image 2

1

3

2



SMOOTH 
LIKE BUTTER

NEW

CARBON FIBER GUN CLEANING RODS

www.breakthroughclean.com

• NEW Smooth Operator™ ergonomic 

 handle with two premium ball bearing sets

• Migrates smoothly through the bore of 

	 your	barrel	and	won’t	damage	rifling	

• Lightweight and durable

• Fits all standard 8-32 threading

• Available lengths: 5mm - 12" / 

 5mm - 39"/ 7mm - 45" 



www.facebook.com/Recoil.gun.lifestyle
www.recoilweb.com

Made in the USA Order Online: www.Luth-AR.comcom.Luth-AR.www:Order OnlineMade in the USA

Complete UppersMBA Buttstocks

AR Parts & MorePalm Handguard™
ª

Palm Handguard™

Made in the USA

AR15 Upper Lightweight Barrel 16”

AR15 Upper MARK 12 Barrel 18”

AR15 Upper Fluted Bull Barrel 16”,18”,20”,24” 

MBA-1 MBA-2 MBA-3 MBA-4

$139.95 $49.95 $159.95

$399.95

$449.95

$484.95

$69.95

Rifl e Rifl e Carbine Carbine

Palm HandGuard™ Uppers
Smooth or Vented Handguards

Palm HandGuard™ Features Ergonomic Triangular Profi le

$79.95 

15” KeyMod 
or MLOK™

9” KeyMod 
or MLOK™

 $89.95

Smooth 15”

 $59.95

 $55.95
Smooth 9” 

Starting at:

The Paddle™

The Switch™

Wide Body Riser™

Trigger
 Trainer™

Chubby Grip™
$23.95 Oversize Bolt Catch

Extended Safety

Trigger Guard

$19.95

$19.95

$14.95

$34.95

*Right Hand Only

A3 Upper Receivers Bolt Carriers Buffer Tubes Buffers, Springs



Available For 

Home 
Delivery
Get RECOIL’s sister publication, 

Recoil OFFGRID, delivered right 

to your door six times a year! 

It’s a fresh approach to urban 

survival and emergency prepa-

ration — with in-depth buyer’s 

guides, honest product re-

views, and survival techniques 

from the industry’s top experts.

OFFGRID-mag.com

ALSO AVAILABLE ON
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Learn more at sigsauer.com

THE CHOSEN ONE

Selected as the offi  cial sidearm of the U.S. Army for its uniquely 

innovative modularity, uncompromising performance and unmatched 

capability the M17 has redefi ned the defi nition of the combat handgun 

forever. Now, SIG SAUER® is proud to introduce the new P320® M17. 

The same innovation and versatility as the U.S. Army’s M17 available in 

a civilian version.

Removable night sight rear plate

U.S. Army Coyote-tan PVD coated stainless steel slide

SIGLITE® front sights

(2) 17-round magazines

TM




