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YOUR PERSONAL

TEXT AND PHOTO BY JOSHUA SWANAGON

LOCKED ON

“EDC IS A PERSONAL EXPRESSION, AND
EVERYBODY HAS THEIR OWN IDEA OF

WHAT IS WORTHY OF CARRY.”W
hile EDC is a definitive acronym for
“everyday carry,” EDC itself is very
personal and di�erent for everyone.
If you were to go onto Instagram and

search the hashtag #EDC, invariably you would get
photo after photo of “pocket dumps” containing the
items people like to have on them regularly.

Typically, you have the regular fare: watch, wallet and
knife. But then each person adds their own flare and you
will see variations to the mix, with additions like a firearm,
pen, handkerchief, flashlight, knuckle duster, custom bottle
opener, multi-tool, mini keychain multi-tool, etc. The
possibilities are endless when it comes to EDC.

EDC is a personal expression, and everybody has their
own idea of what is worthy of carry. Some people like an
elaborate collection and some are minimalistic. I am a
bit more utilitarian and keep it simple. I generally carry
a small notebook, pen, Swiss Army Knife, pocketknife,
Leatherman, wallet, money clip and keys — often with the
addition of an extra knife and firearm, depending on where
I am going to be that day.

What someone finds important enough to fill their pockets
with can say a lot about them. Some appreciate the finer
things in life and their pocket dump will contain items that
have some kind of “cool factor.” Others like to be prepared
for anything and you may find them carrying a small pack

Check out our
sharp new
website!

It's the perfect compan-
ion to Knives Illustrated
magazine. See previews,
extra features, live
interviews, videos and
more online!

Visit us at Knives
Illustrated.com.

with emergency essentials. Some carry only what they may
need on any given day, whether it’s tools for their job or
items they use regularly. Of course, there are limitless EDC
variations in between.

As I mentioned, your EDC is personal to you. I enjoy
checking out other people’s EDC photos, and sometimes
getting ideas. But, you should never feel you have to carry
something just because someone else was carrying it, or
someone said you have to carry it to be legit. If someone
is critical of your EDC, ignore them and carry on. If you’re
criticizing others’ EDC, remember, someone out there
doesn’t agree with yours either.

Carry what you want to carry — don’t carry what you don’t.
It really is that simple.

Stay sharp and keep it real. KI
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The ZT 0393GLCF 
Hinderer is one of 
those great high- 
quality knives, with 
the added cool factor 
of glow-in-the-dark 
handle scales.



READY FOR EVERYTHING Now Kershaw is introducing new versions—some bigger, some smaller, 
some with carbon fiber. See them all at kershawknives.com

LAUNCH 9
NEW 7250

LAUNCH 10
 NEW 7350

READY FOR 
AUTOMATIC 
ATTRACTION
Sometimes, you don’t have a free 
hand. That's when it's good to 
know you have a made-in-the-USA 
Kershaw automatic. The blade 
snaps out of the lightweight
aluminum handle with authority, 
ready to perform when you need it. 

LAUNCH 8
NEW 7150



FEATURES
Made from high-grade stainless steel
Made in the USA

PACKAGE INCLUDES
Accessory Rings (3 pc)

BMQR .380 FEATURES
Stainless steel casing
Copper bullet
Designed to fit on the FREEKey Slim System
Made in the USA

FREEKey Slim System MSRP: $6.49
BMQR .380 MSRP: $16.95 (both for $20.95)
Website: Exotac.com

TEXT BY JOSHUA SWANAGON, PHOTOS BY MANUFACTURERS

YOUR DAILY CARRY
GEAR UP

THESE NEW PRODUCTS WILL GIVE YOUR EDC A SOLID BOOST

02 Exotac
FREEKey Slim System
& BMQR .380
I hate having to put keys onto a keychain. It
isn’t that I’m not capable, but it sure can be
a pain when you keep your fingernails short.
When I first started using the FREEKey Slim
System, I was extremely impressed with
how easy it is to put keys, or the included
Accessory Rings, onto the main ring; just
pinch the side opposite of the opening and
it opens far enough to fit your key. Add the
convenience of the BMQR .380 magnetic
quick release, and you can have items like
your house key, safe key, or any key, ready to
switch over to a di�erent vehicle’s key fob
in seconds.

SPECS
Length: 6.0 inches
Thickness: 0.50 inches
Weight: 1.8 ounces
Cap: None
Engraving: None
Material: 6061-T6 aerospace aluminum
Clip: Cold pressed spring steel
Finish: Mil-A-8625 “F” anodized
Fittings: Stainless steel button head cap bolts
Mechanism: Machined 416SS pen advancing mechanism
Cartridge: Fisher #SPR4 gas pressurized

MSRP: From $89.95
Website: TuffWriter.com

03 Tu� Writer
Precision Press Pen
It never ceases to amaze me how many peo-
ple are surprised when they ask for a pen and
I hand them one. I believe a pen and note-
book are essential to any EDC. There have
been many occasions where I just had to jot
something down or sketch out something
really quick and a smartphone just won’t do.
I guess I am a bit old school, but it serves me
well. The Precision Press Pen by Tu� Writer is
designed with an adjustable spacer to allow
for multiple cartridges (such as Fisher, Foray,
Parker and many more), so you can use your
favorite one in a modular writing instrument,
machined out of lightweight 6061-T6
aluminum, designed to last a lifetime. Also
available in other finishes, including brass,
copper, stainless and even titanium.

FEATURES
Contains military-grade bleeding control products
4 x 5 x 1.25 inches, 5.5 ounces
Easily carried in a pocket, purse, or backpack

KIT CONTENTS
1x - Pocket Emergency Wallet (PEW)
1x - H&H Mini Compression Bandage
1x - H&H Flat Compressed Gauze
1x - Nitrile Gloves
1x - Hemostatic Gauze (choose when adding to cart)

MSRP: $24.99 - $64.99
Website: ActivityUSA.com

01 The Activity Group
Pocket Emergency Wallet
Bleeding Control Kit
Let’s face it, we’re knife people and one thing we all
have in common is that we’ve cut ourselves at least
once in our lives. The severity of the cut may vary, but
you can’t handle knives with as much regularity as
we do without cutting yourself at some point. That’s
where the Pocket Emergency Wallet Bleeding Control
Kit comes into play. Ideally you have never cut your-
self deeply enough to need military-grade bleeding
control products, but if you’re out in the middle of the
woods, and you do incur that level of injury, you’ll be
pretty glad you have them.

01

03

02
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GEAR UP

BELT SPECS
Patented design
Open-top design allows access

while wearing it.
2 gear loops provide “dummy

cord anchors”
Made of A-A-55301 Cordura

webbing rated at over 2,700
pounds

Custom buckle is 304 stainless
steel with a Cerakote
coating

Made in Colorado, USA

AVAILABLE KITS
sentials Kit: 14 different

tools
venture Kit: 23 different
tools

SRP Cache Belt: $40.00
SRP Essentials Kit:
0.00
SRP Adventure Kit:
0.00
ebsite: Wazoo
rvivalGear.com

SPECS
Materials: Titanium, stainless steel wire
Comes packed in reusable storage mesh bag
Length Open: 6.375 inches
Length Closed: 4 inches
Width: 1.5 inches (at widest point)
Approx. Weight: 0.928 ounces

MSRP: $10.00
Website: PrometheusDesignWerx.com

SPECS
Flame resistant: Up to 800 degrees Fahrenheit
Grommet hole: A gloss-black steel lanyard hole for

utilitarian uses
Cut resistant: Impervious against abrasions, blade cuts,

and tears under linear move variable weight (ANSI
Level 4 estimated rating). Offers some protection
against vertical punctures. (ANSI Level 1 estimated
rating).

Available with purpose-made lanyards including
Bungee Kevlar, Firestarter Paracord, and Steel
Aviator Cable.

MSRP: $54.00
Website: SuperesseStraps.com

06 Wazoo Survival 
Gear
Gear Cache Belt
We’ve all seen money belts — I’ve used one when 
traveling for years — but what about one that allows 
you to take emergency essential gear with you, as 
well as cash? Some may argue the validity of a small 
survival kit, but I ask, “Why not have a few small 
items on you for an emergency, if you can?” Wazoo 
Survival Gear’s Gear Cache Belt is designed for just 
this purpose. For years, people have spent a lot of 
time perfecting survival tins, but you still have to fi nd 
a carry method and are limited to the size/length 
of the tin. The Gear Cache Belt allows you to carry 
more than you can carry in a tin, while also allowing 
for longer items that can only help to bolster your 
chances of survival. Also available, kits with 14 and 
23 di� erent tools designed to stow in your belt. They 
include everything from safety pins and fi shing gear 
to water bottles and ceramic knives, depending on 
the kit. KI

04 Superesse 
Straps
Burn-Proof Camp Rag
Being a knife photographer, I tend to wipe 
a lot of knives o�  with the bottom of my 
shirt, and it shows. The Superesse Straps 
Burn-Proof Camp Rag is an idea whose time 
has come. I have seen and own quite a few 
hanks, but the Burn-Proof Camp Rag takes 
the hank market to another level by adding 
features that people like us can really use. 
The burn-proof quality is excellent when 
working around the campfi re, but for me, 
where the Burn-Proof Camp Rag really shines 
is in the fact that it is also cut-resistant. This 
may be timely, because I have a feeling that if 
I cut up too many more of my shirts — wiping 
o�  knives — my wife is going to have words 
with me.

05 Prometheus Design 
Werx
PDW Ti-Line Spork
I know, you’re wondering how often I can really 
talk about sporks, and the answer is: as long as 
they keep coming out with new ideas. I realize 
that a spork is not really an EDC type of item, but 
with a folding spork that can slip into your pock-
et, are we really sure it isn’t? If you have been 
reading any of my writing to date, you would 
know that I love sporks, and the Prometheus 
Design Werx PDW Ti-Line Spork is perfect for 
keeping one handy at all times. No need to use 
wasteful, disposable plastic sporks when you can 
bring your own. I fi gure that I embarrass my wife 
enough at home with my sporks in the silverware 
drawer, it’s time to take the show out on the town 
on a dinner date. 

05

06

04
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NOW THREE TO MEET YOUR
QUENCHING NEEDS!
CITGO - For superior cooling
capability & high heat
dissipation. Used where
quenching is desired. PARK’S
50 - Low viscosity oil, super
quenching speeds, with
more uniform quench.
PARK’S AAA - Widely used patented
accelerated quench oil, provides a maximum
uniform cooling rate for austenitized steels.
CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
BS201 CITGO Oil 1 gallon 49.95
BS205 CITGO Oil 5 gallon 149.95

BS301 PARK’S 50 Oil 1 gallon 54.95
BS305 PARK’S 50 Oil 5 gallon 199.95

BS401 PARK’S AAA Oil 1 gallon 39.95
BS405 PARK’S AAA Oil 5 gallon 149.95

Quenching Oils

Hardness Tester File Set

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
JS100 Hardness Tester File Set $134.95

40 RC to 65 RC Rockwell C Scale High quality
hardness testing files feature specially curved
tips for testing internal slots, & grooves as well
as your knife blank.  

While Supplies Last

One Gift 
Per Order

Can Not Be 
Combined With 

Other Offers

Our Choice of Gift

1-800-351-8900

THICK WIDTH
MILL FINISH

(UNGROUND)
3/16" 1 1/2" XW1215 - $ 13.23
3/16" 2" XW1220 - $ 19.26
3/16" 4" XW1240 - $ 33.75
1/4" 1 1/2" XW1615 - $ 19.26
1/4" 2" XW1620 - $ 22.89
1/4" 4" XW1640 - $ 48.24

3/16" 1 1/2" XV1215 - $ 24.09
3/16" 2" XV1220 - $ 33.75
3/16" 4" XV1240 - $ 63.94
1/4" 1 1/2" XV1615 - $ 33.75
1/4" 2" XV1620 - $ 48.24
1/4" 4" XV1640 - $ 90.51

3/16" 1 1/2" XQ1215 - $ 33.75
3/16" 2" XQ1220 - $ 48.24
3/16" 4" XQ1240 - $ 90.51
1/4" 1 1/2" XQ1615 - $ 48.24
1/4" 2" XQ1620 - $ 56.70
1/4" 4" XQ1640 - $105.00

THICK WIDTH
MILL FINISH

(UNGROUND)
1/4" 1 1/2" XJ418 - $ 9.60
1/4" 2" XJ518 - $ 12.02
1/4" 4" XJ818 - $ 24.09
1/4" 1 1/2" XP436 - $ 18.06
1/4" 2" XP536 - $ 21.68
1/4" 4" XP836 - $ 45.83

THICK WIDTH
MILL FINISH

(UNGROUND)
.049" 1 1/2" XN152 - $ 3.57
.049" 2" XN252 - $ 4.77

CAT# DESCRIPTION SIZE PRICE
PS845 1084 Powder Steel 5 lbs $17.95
PS841 1084 Powder Steel 25 lbs $87.95
PS955 1095 Powder Steel 5 lbs $17.95
PS951 1095 Powder Steel 25 lbs $87.95
PSNI1 Pure Nickel Powder 1 lb $36.95

Typical chemistry           C .75, Mn .40, Si .30,
Ni 2.00, P max .020, S max .010

Typical chemistry: C .63, Mn .86, Si .23,CR .83

An ideal choice for forging and for layering with 
15N20 for Damascus. Our 1084 is hot rolled and 
annealed. Requires less soak time in heat treat 
before quenching and is very forgiving during 
the heat treat process making it great for heat 
treating in a forge.
1084 Chemistry C .85, Mn .75

d 
r
r

With a 2% high nickel content, 15N20 is 
the layer of steel that produces the bright 
contrast for making Damascus.

High Carbon alloy spring steel with chromium
added for hardenability. It has good wear
resistance. Known for outstanding toughness.
Hardening capability of 57-58 HRC.

1084 Hi-Carbon Steel

Metal Po rs

15N20

5160

Purest BORAX 99.9%) to provide
our knifemakers with the highest quality flux
possible.  For differential hardening of your
blade.  HAMON GLOP comes wet and ready to
apply in a quart size container.  3200 degree
temperature rating.  ACID NEUTRALIZER
is specially formulated to penetrate layers
of Damascus after etching to ensure proper
neutralization of Ferric Chloride, and other
etchants.  FERRIC CHLORIDE is used to acid
etch damascus after heat treating.
Ferric Chloride Can Not Ship Air.

The-only-ribbon burner forge on the 
market! Designed by veteran blacksmith 
and television host, Trenton Tye, the Dante 
incorporates a host of features never seen 
before in the commercial arena. This forge is 
made from two solid pieces of cast refractory 
that are absolutely impervious to flux and 
rated for years of service. The castable is 
wrapped in a layer of mineral wool and then 
capped in stainless steel. Never seen before 
doors that are also cast refractory mean 
that there is NO direct fire to metal contact 
on any part of the forge. The front opens 
on rollers and the back door is completely 
removable via loosening one bolt. The cart 
with removable handles rolls easily and 
fits most propane tank sizes. This forge is 
unabashedly top of the line and comes with 
an LP hose, regulator, and full year warranty. 
Easily gets welding temperatures for carbon 
steels! A l hi ing charges apply.

TONGS are manufactured from  
carbon steel for lasting strength. Will not become 
brittle when quenched in water. The tongs are 
15” overall.  HAMMERS: Flatland Forge uses a 
3 step process to assure the highest quality 
hammer.  Tempered back to be slightly softer 
through the body, then hardened only on 
striking ends resulting in less vibration, and 
shock, with each blow of the hammer. Perfect
choice for shaping metal & drawing out steel.

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
TY100 The Dante Forge 1994.95

CAT.#                DESCRIPTION  PRICE
KF901           Heat Treating Tongs 43.50
JP102         2 lb.  Rounding Hammer 209.95

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
UV101 1 gallon Dehybor Borax 27.95
UV100 55 lb Bag Dehybor Borax 189.95

BS120 1 gallon Acid Neutralizer 27.95

HW101 1 quart Hamon Glop 19.94
HW100 55lb Pail Hamon Glop 149.95

BS110 16 oz Ferric Chloride 19.95

The Dante Forge  MADE IN USA

Essentials

Forging Tongs & Hammer

48”

36”

18”

18”

12”

36”

    LENGTH

    LENGTH

    LENGTH

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
NC205 Knifemakers Anvil $318.95

Knifemakers Anvil

Still the classic, traditional design with a 
few modifications done specifically for the 
knifemaker. Face is the large flat slab where 
most of the hammering takes place.  Square 
Cliphorn allows the smith to hammer different 
curves into the metal.  1” Hardie hole in heel, 
square hole through the anvil allows you 
to secure various tools in the anvil or used 
for an aid in bending.  Pritchel hole in heel, 
round hole used in punching holes through 
metal.  Face: 3-1/4” x 11- 3/8”, Horn: 4” x 
8”, Height: 9”, Base: 9” x 9-1/8”, Shipping 
weight: 76 lbs.  Actual Shipping Charges.

Larger FlatWork Surface
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POINTS OF INTEREST

KNIFE RIGHTS WINS 
BIG BATTLES AGAINST 
OUTDATED IDEAS

BIG 
VICTORIES

K
nife Rights continues to
unwind what its members
believe are bad knife laws,
this time in Montana,

Texas, and New York.

Board member Ethan Becker
represented the grassroots lobbying
organization at a signing ceremony for
Knife Rights’ Montana Switchblade
Ban Repeal and Knife Law Preemption
bill. Becker presented Governor Steve
Bullock his first ever automatic knife,
a specially inscribed Protech SBR, to
recognize him signing the bill.

Montana is the 16th state to repeal
its ban on switchblade (automatic)
knives and the 11th state to enact Knife
Rights’ signature Knife Law Preemp-
tion since since the organization began
its state legislative efforts in 2010.
This effort follows up on Montana’s
2017 repeal of the prohibition against
concealed carry without a concealed
weapons permit for a “knife with blade
4 or more inches in length,” as well as
removing dirks, daggers, sword canes,
razors, “knuckles,” and the like from
the items prohibited from concealed
carry. Montana joins the lists of states
where you don’t have to worry about
what type of knife you possess or carry.

“Preemption ensures citizens can
expect consistent enforcement of
state knife laws everywhere in a state,”
explained Knife Rights Founder and
Chairman Doug Ritter.

In Texas, the enactment of HB 446 
repeals bans on “clubs” and “knuckles,” 
meaning that tomahawks and knives 
that incorporate “knuckles,” such as 
the traditional trench knife, are now 
legal. This is the fourth session in a row 
that Knife Rights has supported suc-
cessfully repealed knife bans in Texas, 
leaving fewer and fewer banned. Texas 
is getting closer to what everyone 
thinks Texas is, closer to what Ritter 
likes to term “knife freedom.”

The New York legislature unanimously 
passed the Knife Rights-backed Gravity 
Knife Ban Repeal bill to stop arrests of 
those carrying common folding knives 
in New York City. Gov. Cuomo signed 
the most recent bill into law on May 
30, 2019, having twice vetoed previous 
Knife Rights' bills. Meanwhile, Knife 
Rights’ petition to have its 8-year-old 
case against NYC heard at the U.S. 

Supreme Court should also have been 
decided by the time you read this. Get 
the latest on the New York City gravity 
knife issue at ww.KnifeRights.org
As this issue reaches you, there are 
only days left in Knife Rights’ Ultimate 
Steel Spectacular. Members are asking 
for donations to help them forge a 
“Sharper Future” for all of us, If you 
donate, you automatically enter a con-
test to win your pick from more than  
$140,000 in custom knives, firearms 
and more. Go to UltimateSteel.org to 
learn more.

Knife Rights updates members and 
the general public on its legislative 
and litigation efforts is with their free 
email News Slice newsletter at www.
KnifeRights.org/NewsSlice or via social 
media at Instagram.com/KnifeRights, 
Facebook.com/KnifeRights or Twitter.
com/KnifeRights. KI

Top: The specially 
inscribed Protech SBR 
automatic presented to 
Governor Steve Bullock 
to commemorate the 
bill signing.

Right: From left 
to right, Rep. Casey 
Knudsen, Montana 
Gov. Bullock and board 
member Ethan Becker.
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Explorer Drifter Nomad Seeker

NEW
The new Flexcut® Hawthorne Knife Collection gives you ultra-sharp, rugged field 
knives that are useful for a full range of outdoor tasks. Each blade is made of 1095 
steel that holds an edge through hundreds of cutting tasks .  Made in the USA.
 An ergonomic handle is fastened onto a full tang for a solid, comfortable 
grip. That gives you exceptional control and improved safety when cutting. Each knife 
comes with a durable, low-profile sheath with integral belt loop. 
See our website for our entire line of 12 knives flexcut.com

SPECIFICATIONS
1095 Steel: Cryogenically 
Hardened to 56-58 Rockwell. Black 
Oxide Finish. Scandi Grind.
Blade Length: 3-7/8” 
Overall Length: 8-3/8”
Thickness:  0.118”
Weight: 3.8 - 4.6 oz 
Fasteners: Stainless Steel Torx 
Sheath: Hand-Crafted 
Welted Leather
Packaging:  Crafted Sycamore Box
Handle Options: 
FTKFB1A - Earth Camo G-10 
(shown)
FTKFB1B - Conditioned Zebra 
Wood
FTKFB1C - OD Green Micarta®
Features Lanyard Hole 

SPECIFICATIONS
1095 Steel: Cryogenically 
Hardened to 56-58 Rockwell. 
Black Oxide Finish. Flat Grind.
Blade Length: 3-5/8” 
Overall Length: 8”
Thickness:  0.150”
Weight: 5.3 - 5.9 oz 
Fasteners: Stainless Steel 
Flared Tube
Sheath: Hand-Crafted 
Welted Leather
Packaging:  Crafted Sycamore Box
Handle Options: 
FTKFB2A - Richlite (shown)
FTKFB2B - Conditioned 
Purpleheart w/Black G-10 Liner
FTKFB2C - G-Wood 
w/Orange G-10 Liner
Features Lanyard Hole 

SPECIFICATIONS
1095 Steel: Cryogenically 
Hardened to 56-58 Rockwell. 
Black Oxide Finish. Flat Grind.
Blade Length: 4” 
Overall Length: 8-1/2”
Thickness:  0.150”
Weight: 7.2 - 7.3 oz
Fasteners: Stainless Steel 
Flared Tube
Sheath: Bolatron
Packaging: Crafted 
Sycamore Box
Handle Options: 
FTKFB3A - Red Coral Micarta® 
w/OD Green G-10 Liner
FTKFB3B - Black Canvas 
Micarta® w/Orange G-10 Liner 
(shown)
FTKFB3C - OD Green Canvas 
Micarta® w/White G-10 Liner 
Features Lanyard Hole

SPECIFICATIONS
1095 Steel: Cryogenically 
Hardened to 56-58 Rockwell. 
Black Oxide Finish. Hollow Grind.
Blade Length: 4-1/8” 
Overall Length: 8-1/2”
Thickness:  0.175”
Weight: 6.3 - 7.4 oz
Fasteners: Stainless Steel 
Corby Style Bolt
Sheath: Hand-Crafted 
Welted Leather
Packaging:  Crafted Sycamore Box
Handle Options: 
FTKFB4A - Red/Black G-10 
w/Green G-10 Liner
FTKFB4B - Conditioned Purpleheart 
w/Black G-10 Liner (shown)
FTKFB4C - Conditioned Sapele 
w/White G-10 Liner 
Features Lanyard Hole 

Made in USA Flexcut.com

Available At

STRENGTH IN SIMPLICITY
Unprecedented strength, and a disengagement method so 

simple it makes a slip joint look like it needs a manual. 

crkt.com/deadbolt



MAKER’S MARK
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MORE 
THAN A 
MAKER

PETER KOHLER OF DARK TIMBER CUSTOM KNIVES 
SHARES HIS SHOP AND HIS LOVE FOR PHILANTHROPY

TEXT BY JOSHUA SWANAGON, PHOTOS BY JOSHUA SWANAGON AND AMBER HARGROVE
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Top Left: Peter and the 
author discussing some 
of the finer details of 
Peter’s blade profiles 
and edge geometry.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bottom Left: The 
author uses the press, 
under Peter’s tutelage, 
to begin shaping a 
chunk of 5160 bar stock 
into a usable billet.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Center:  Peter giving 
the author a crash 
course on the press.

R
ecently my cohort, 
Amber Hargrove, and 
I had the opportunity 
to visit with Peter 

Kohler of Dark Timber Custom 
Knives in his shop, overlooking 
an incredible Rocky Mountain 
landscape.  
 
Having the opportunity to spend a couple 
of days with Peter gave Amber and I 
the opportunity to learn more about 
the man behind the knives that have 
an entire industry taking notice. If you 
have not had the chance to watch the 
live Facebook interview we did with him, 
I highly recommend it. You can find it in 
the Knives Illustrated Facebook videos  
(@KnivesIllustrated).

It was interesting to note that Peter’s 
character matches the quality of his 
knives, making my and Amber’s time 
with him very much worth the trip.

Beginnings 
Knives Illustrated: Have you always 
been into knives? Or did that come later 
in life? 
Peter Kohler: I was into knives at a very 
young age, but my most vivid memory 

“IT WAS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT  
PETER’S CHARACTER MATCHES THE QUALITY  

OF HIS KNIVES …”

of really falling in love with knives was 
on a horseback riding trip with my dad 
to Jackson Hole, Wyoming, when I was 
either 11 or 12 years old. I got to buy my 
first knife on that trip, and I remember 
just staring at that knife case like it was 
a treasure chest.
 
KI: You weren’t always a knifemaker. 
Can you tell our readers about your 
career before knifemaking? 
PK: The biggest career I had after 

16 KNIVES ILLUSTRATED • SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019 knivesillustrated.com



bartending and getting through college,
was as a respiratory therapist in the
pediatric sector here in Denver.

KI: What prompted the switch to
knifemaking?
PK: My journey into knives began as
a primitive archer and bowyer. I had
gone out hunting one year and couldn’t
afford the knife I wanted, and since I had
already made my own bow, I decided
I would make my own knife. When my
hunting partner wanted one as well, it
just kind of took off from there.

But, my decision to become a full-time
knifemaker happened when my knife
hero, Samuel Lurquin, asked me to
make him a knife. When that happened,

The Magic

When we first arrived at
Peter’s shop, Amber and I
were given a tour around his
operation. It is not a big shop,
but the tour consisted of what
Peter refers to as “the magic”
of his shop, explaining that all
shops have magic.

It was clear that his shop had a flow to it, allowing him to move quickly through-
out his stations and tools, which he demonstrated to us effortlessly. Watching
Peter work, it was evident that he is someone who has a mastery over his craft
and his tools, but getting the opportunity to have Peter walk me through the
beginning stages of shaping steel into a blade gave me a real feel for the magic
he spoke about.
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Above: Peter brings 
the 5160 bar stock up to 
temperature for more 
shaping.

Right: Peter has three 
forges at his disposal.



Top Left:  Peter 
demonstrates how to 
move the steel through 
the press quickly.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top Right: Peter 
shapes the billet for 
knife construction.

I realized that there must be value in 
what I was doing. So, I quit my job as a 
respiratory therapist and transitioned to 
knifemaking full time.
  
KI: Did you have any specific mentors at the 
beginning of your knifemaking journey? Or 
was it mostly just trial and error? 
PK: My first mentor was a blacksmith, 
named Dan McNiel, who lives in my 
neighborhood. He was not a knifemaker 
by any means, but he taught me how to 
work with steel and metal in front of the 
forge, as well as how to use the anvil. He 
was more than just a friend; he was a life 
coach to me. 

Then, the Sobral family — Claudio, Ariel 
and Marcelo — took me under their wings. 
I traveled to Argentina to learn some of 
Claudio’s secrets and became a part of 
their family. 

From that point, I was taken in by Adam
DesRosiers, Jason Knight and Samuel
Lurquin. I have always admired all of
their work.

Dark Timber 
Brotherhood 
KI: Through the Dark Timber brand, a 
rather sizable, tight-knit community has 
emerged. Can you tell us a little about 
the Dark Timber Brotherhood? 
PK: The Brotherhood was not even 
started by me; it was someone who 
liked my knives. When it first started, 
I thought it was silly that someone 
was opening up a separate Facebook 
page when I already had a business 
page. That first year we had about 
300 people, most of them I knew as 
customers. 

As the group grew, I realized the 
potential for philanthropic endeavors. 
And so, the community just took off 
on its own. Members began doing kind 
things for one another in times of need 
and we built a reputation for giving to 
people who were sick or in the military,
veterans or people who are in need.
Oh yeah, and every once in a while, they
look at my knives [laughs].

“I TRAVELED TO ARGENTINA TO LEARN SOME OF CLAUDIO [SOBRAL]’S SECRETS AND 
BECAME A PART OF THEIR FAMILY”

Mid-Tech line

Although getting a personalized 

Dark Timber Custom knife can 

be difficult, it is still possible 

to own a Dark Timber knife by 

purchasing one of his mid-tech 

knives, of which he produces 

around 1,000 per year. In his 

mid-tech line, you can find the 

1911, 1911 Commander, the new 

DT Grizzly, Honey Badger, Tavi 

and Dark Knight Skinner.

Peter oversees the entire 

production process of these 

knives and is hands-on with the 

finishing, so even though they 

are not true custom Dark Timber

knives, they are about as close

as you can get.
Right: Peter and the 
author took turns 
hammering out the 
shape of the tip.
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KI: The Dark Timber Brotherhood has an
event every year, can you tell us a little
about that?
PK: The Dark Timber Gathering
started out of another major gathering
happening between September and
October every year, which is a huge camp
out. Now there are multiple camp outs/
Dark Timber Gatherings; on the East
Coast, West Coast, in the Midwest, and
even as far as Australia.

It’s just brothers getting together to
share their love of camping, the great
outdoors and knives. It has a lot less to
do with Dark Timber Custom Knives or
Peter Kohler, and more to do with the
community.

KI: Your books are currently closed,
but how does somebody go about
getting on your books when you have
availability?
PK: Basically, to be on my books
you have to own one of my custom
knives. I’m a very loyal guy and as
long as my current customers keep
returning, I will continue to be loyal to
them — they currently take up as much
as I can give. Although, I do release
knives on occasion on the Dark Timber
Brotherhood Facebook page, for charity
causes.

Getting Personal
KI: What do you like to do in your spare
time?
PK: More than anything, I’m an avid
shooter. I love the 1911 pistol, getting
out to the range and speed shooting.
I also found a deep love for what’s
called overlanding, which is basically
off-roading in a very comfortable way,
allowing your kids to enjoy the high
country. My real passion is my children,
Ford and Ivy, and anything that gives
me time to spend with them; to grow as
a dad and as a father.

Hunting and hiking have also always
been loves of mine. Basically, if it you
can shoot it, kill it, eat it or chop it
down, I’m into it.

KI: When you consider knives for your
own use, whose knives do you prefer?
PK: Currently my most used knife is

“AS THE GROUP GREW, I REALIZED THE
POTENTIAL FOR PHILANTHROPIC ENDEAVORS.

AND SO, THE COMMUNITY JUST TOOK
OFF ON ITS OWN.”

Dark
Timber
Custom
Knives
Website:
DarkTimberKnives.com

Instagram:
@DarkTimberCustoms

Facebook:
@DarkTimberCustom-

Knives

an Adam DesRosiers/Jason Knight
collaboration that stays in my Jeep
whenever I’m off-roading. It is a 12-
inch cutting edge Bowie knife.
But my one camping knife is a Samuel
Lurquin Tsavo that he made for me
as a gift.

KI: What is your favorite knife style?
PK: Bowie knives — all day, every day
— hands down.

The Closure
Finishing up forging day with the

best hot dogs in town at one of
Peter’s favorite restaurants, and
then almost falling asleep on
the couch as he, his brother-in-
law, Amber and myself watched
the newest episodes of "Game
of Thrones" perfectly typifies a
man who is more interested in
relationships than just knife sales.

To hold one of his knives will make
you a fan, to meet him will make you
a friend. Thank you for taking your
time to speak with us, Peter. KI

Right: Peter 
demonstrates the 
edge geometry of his 
chopper.
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EVERY DAY CARRY

lil ’Native ®

For a free catalog, call 479-878-1644, Dept #Y0919

2900 S. 26th St.  - Rogers, AR 72758 
© Copyright 2019 A.G. Russell Knives

PURCHASE ONLINE AT 
agrussell.com

A. G. Russell™ 4˝ Sunfi sh Lockback
with Interrupted Lockbar Pivot System (ILPS™)

RUS-CY23BLO Blue Stabilized Oak $125.00
RUS-CY23BK Black G-10  $94.95
RUS-CY23SWB White Bone (not shown) $99.95
RUS-CY23BJB  Brown Bone (not shown) $99.95

To order, call 1-800-255-9034.

Packed to the gills with blade.
A. G. Russell’s 4˝ Sunfi sh Lockback



PERSONAL DEFENSE

BRINGING A KNIFE TO A BAT FIGHT

On the Web
Martial Blade Concepts
MartialBladeConcepts.com

EVENING THE ODDS
TEXT AND PHOTOS BY MICHAEL JANICH

T
o many people, the 
term “knife fi ghting” 
means two people with 
knives, fi ghting with 

each other. While a knife-versus-
knife encounter isn’t impossible, 
if you carry any weapon for 
self-defense, your goal should 
be to apply that weapon in the 
broadest possible circumstances 
— as long as it’s legally justifi ed. 
When carrying a knife, that means 
having the potential to use it against 
any contact-distance attack that 
presents a danger of death or serious 
bodily injury.

It’s a Close Call
According to the study “Weapon Use 
and Violent Crime” conducted by 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) 
from 1993-2001, “about 26% of the 
estimated 8.9 million violent crimes 
in the United States were commit-
ted by o� enders armed with guns, 

knives, or objects used as weapons.” 
Specifi cally, 6% of attacks involved 
edged or pointed weapons, 4% used 
blunt-impact weapons, 5% employed 
other unspecifi ed weapons, and 10% 
involved fi rearms. Based on those 
statistics, about 15% of assaults 
involve contact-distance weapons 
against which a knife could be a 
viable defense. The key to making 
it viable in those circumstances is 
avoiding the narrow-minded “knife 
dueling” fi xation and having the skill 
to use it e� ectively against other 
weapons.

The Setup: 
Bat vs. Knife
To illustrate this concept, let’s 
consider an extreme, but plausible, 
example: defending against an 
assault with a baseball bat or similar 
large, two-handed club. A bat is 
clearly a very powerful weapon, but 
because of its weight and length, is 

slow to swing and requires quite a bit 
of space. Its size also makes it di�  cult 
to conceal, so odds are you’ll see it 
and have more time to react and draw 
your own weapon before the attacker 
can bring his into play.

A knife excels at cutting and punctur-
ing, and with proper targeting has the 
capacity to sever muscles, tendons 
and nerves to instantly disable critical 
motor functions. Due to its small 
size, however, it has limited range 
and lacks the mass to be useful for 
weapon-to-weapon blocking.

The Defense
With these thoughts in mind, the 
most logical way to use a knife 
to defend against a typical two- 
handed swing with a bat or similar 
weapon, is to intercept the swing 
before it gains power, and then use 
the knife to disable the attacker. To 
do this, I prefer a technique adapt-

Above: If you carry 
a knife for personal 
defense, you should 
have the skills and 
mindset to use it 
in as broad a set of 
circumstances as 
possible.
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ed from unarmed fighting called a
“Shoulder Stop.”

The Shoulder Stop capitalizes on the
natural human instinct to extend your
arms when someone attacks you to
try to push him away. While pushing
him straight back practically guaran-
tees you’ll get hit, instead, alter that
instinct by turning slightly into the hit,
then you can stop the rotation of the
attacker’s torso at his shoulder. This
tactic short-circuits the power of his
strike at the root of its motion before
it gains power and momentum.

If you imagine a right-handed person
preparing to play T-ball with your
head, what you’ll see is a two-handed
wind-up that puts his left leg forward,
chambers the bat over his right
shoulder, and presents the back of his
left arm to you. As he rotates his hips
and shoulders and the swing begins,
the power and momentum of the

bat increase until they peak halfway
through the swing’s arc, exactly
where your head is. To keep this from
happening, you must initiate your
defense early, stopping his rotation
before it gains steam and using the
leverage of his left arm against him.

Using Your Blade
in Your Block
As soon as you see the attacker wind
up, turn your body to the left — to-
ward the incoming strike — and drive
both arms straight out simultane-
ously. Your right fist — holding your
knife — should target the attacker’s
left triceps, while your left hand aims
for his left forearm close to his elbow.
Don’t try to “catch” the incoming arm,
but instead drive your arms out to
achieve full extension while his swing
is still early in its arc of travel. This
gives you better accuracy, creates a
solid skeletal structure that is much
better than muscular strength, and

stops his hit before it gains power.
Once you’ve stopped his swing, step
diagonally forward with your left foot
as you grip his left arm with your left
hand. As you do, drag your right hand
downward to deliver a deep, disabling
cut through his triceps muscle. At the
bottom of the cut, thrust into the
back of his left knee, turn your hand
from palm down to palm up, and sink
your body weight to cut the top of his
calf with maximum power. Finally,
sever the Achilles Tendon at the back
of his ankle. Properly executed, these
cuts will destroy the function of his
lower leg and make it impossible for
him to support weight on his left foot.

Finishing Blow
These cuts are, without question,
crippling to your attacker. A knife can
be an extremely potent self-defense
weapon against a broad range of
threats, but only if you broaden the
scope of your tactics first. KI

Bat Defense A-G:
A) As the attacker
winds up to swing,

B) drive both arms
forward to stop
his rotation with a
Shoulder Stop. Your
right fist should target
his left triceps while
your left palm checks
his forearm near the
elbow.

C-D) Step forward
with your left foot,
grab his left arm with
your left hand, and cut
straight down through
his triceps.

E) Drive the blade into
the back of the knee,
then turn your hand
and cut the top of
his calf,

F) using your body
weight to collapse
his knee.

G) Finish by severing
his Achilles Tendon,
destroying his ability
to support weight on
that foot.

A

D E F G

B C

knivesi l lustrated.com 23SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019 • KNIVES ILLUSTRATED



THE SPYDERCO PAYSAN 
ADDS FORM AND FUNCTION 
TO YOUR DAILY LOADOUT 

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY JOSHUA SWANAGON
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Left: The Paysan 
features a frame lock, 
and the pocket clip is 
configured for right-
hand, tip-up carry only.When a Paysan (farmer) 

has the sophistication 
of an aristocrat, it is a 

beautiful thing – function enhanc-
es form. 

I’ll admit, I’m a Spyderco fan as it is, I 
tend to keep an eye on their products 
regularly. The only hardship is that they 
are always coming out with really great 
knives, so it can be tough to land on a 
standout. However, when a knife like 
the Paysan comes out, it makes the 
decision much easier.

Known for his integral (solid 
piece) frames, Peter Rassenti first 
collaborated with Spyderco in 2015 
with his Nirvana Integral Frame Lock 
Knife and introduced Spyderco users 
to another level of craftsmanship. 
Continuing with this relationship, and 
utilizing Spyderco’s robust and strict 
manufacturing processes, Peter’s latest 
collaboration – the Paysan – adds yet 
another strong offering to Spyderco’s 
budding integral frame lineup.

Recently, I have been carrying and using 
one and can say that it gets it right, 
where it counts.

First Impressions
Integral frame folding knives are not 
only very strong — due to the lack of 
pins, screws and anything else that 
can fail over time — but the clean lines 
provided by a solid piece of machined 
titanium bring the aesthetics to a whole 
new level.

The flowing, sculpted lines on the 
handle of the Paysan add elegant style, 
while at the same time, contour to the 
hand nicely for comfortable extended 
use. At first glance, I noticed that the 
handle seemed a little shallow, 0.8185-
inch wide at its narrowest, and was 
afraid that it was going to be too small 
for my hand. However, once I used it, I 
found it to be very comfortable.

Incorporated into the handle is an
integral frame lock with a replaceable
steel insert to prevent wear and tear on
the titanium lock. Lockup is rock-solid

Right: The Paysan has
an overall length of 8.74
inches and weighs a
very light 4.4 ounces.

1:1
ACTUAL 

SIZE
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Integral Frames
An integral frame is a solid piece of material, 
typically titanium, that is meticulously machined 
into a solid, one-piece handle for a folder.

An integral frame does not need to be held together by 
pins or screws. This makes the structure much stronger 
because it eliminates fail points. It also prevents any 
issue of screws coming out — which happens from time 
to time with folding knives — and virtually removes any 
flex that the handle might have. Along with the strength 
benefits, an integral frame can achieve clean lines and 
form without having to sacrifice looks to compensate for 
a sturdy construction.

However, it’s time-consuming to create integral frames 
due to the milling, which also creates a lot of waste. 
When you look into the channel in the frame of the 
Paysan, you will notice that nearly as much titanium was 
cut away as is left to form the handle. 

Integral frames definitely have a cost factor to them, but 
they hold value commensurate with that cost — if your 
budget allows. 

and easy to disengage single-handedly. 
At the butt of the frame is some jimping 
for additional retention, and a uniquely 
placed lanyard hole.

The lanyard hole is placed on the 
spine of the handle, rather than 
through the sides of the handle. My 
only concern is that a lanyard put 
through that hole might eventually 
be cut by the tip as it is closed each 
time. I did place a lanyard in there 
just to check it out — I don’t place 
lanyards on too many pocketknives 
— and it seemed to be ok. But, if you 
are going to leave a cord in the knife, I 
recommend checking it periodically.

The pocket clip comes configured 
for tip-up, right-hand carry only. 
Although I realize that some may want 
to configure a knife for other carry 
positions, placing extra holes around 
the frame would detract from the 
clean look of the Paysan. The clip is a 
bit low on the handle, which makes the 
Paysan ride a little high in the pocket. 
Some may not like the higher ride, 
but it does make the Paysan easier to 
retrieve quickly.

The 3.88-inch CPM S90V blade comes 
with a polished stonewash finish, 
significantly reducing drag while slicing 

Bottom: The integral 
frame of the Paysan is 
machined out of a solid 
piece of titanium for 
reliable performance 
with less possibility of 
failure.

Top: The butt of 
the Paysan features 
machined jimping for 
additional retention 
and a uniquely placed 
lanyard hole.

knivesillustrated.com 27SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019 • KNIVES ILLUSTRATED



Contact
SPYDERCO
(303) 279-8383
www.Spyderco.com

through a myriad of subject matter.
The Wharncliffe blade profile gives
exceptional focus on the tip during
slicing chores (for increased utility),
while maintaining a good point for
penetration and drilling tasks. The
blade utilizes a saber grind, leading to a
hair-popping edge.

The spine of the blade features
some nicely rounded jimping that
promotes solid retention during use,
and is very comfortable on the thumb.
Immediately below the jimping, at
the top of the blade flat, is the well-
recognized Spyder Hole that is large
enough to get a solid grip with the
thumb for easy one-handed opening.
Even though the balance point is
perfectly at the pivot, the blade has
considerable forward momentum
with excellent control. The blade’s
weight allows for easy one-handed
opening with just a flack of the wrist,
while the detent holds it firmly in
place when closed.

Through the Paces
I have been carrying the Paysan for a
bit now and have been using it for all
manner of chores around the house and
in my daily life, and it has proven to be
a real asset. But I also wanted some
more-focused tests for this article,
to get a good feel for the edge and
comfort of the Paysan.

The first test I wanted to perform was
an edge test. I lined up three water
bottles (three, because it is a shorter
blade) and took one cut through. The
first bottle was cut cleanly, all the
way through. The second bottle had
just a small piece hanging on, and the
third bottle had a very clean slice, right
through the side. I believe that the
only thing preventing me from getting
through all three water bottles is the
length of the blade, which is perfectly
fine with me.

Next, I did an old standard test of mine
where I take some half-inch climbing
rope and attempt to press the edge
cleanly through the rope. I did this
multiple times, with absolutely no
resistance or crushing. As sometimes

Peter Rassenti
Known for his exquisite craftsmanship and integral folder designs,
Peter creates custom work that is highly sought after.

Peter did not start his career as a knifemaker, but during a short stint working
at a hotel, he met a knife collector that had in his collection some inspiring
craftsmanship, which was not lost on him. Having been a successful furniture
maker before this meeting, Peter was not satisfied with the limitations in his
creative expression via this outlet, and found his true calling in knifemaking.

Recognizing Peter’s unique style and high-quality designs, Spyderco began
working with him and put out their first collaboration, Spyderco’s first integral-
frame design, called the Nirvana, released in 2015. The Nirvana was very well-
received and led to their newest collaboration, the Paysan, which won Blade
Show’s Import Knife of the Year award in 2018.

As he’s an artist, when you see one of Peter’s true custom designs, you may also
see some exquisite designs etched into the handles.

“...PETER’S LATEST 
COLLABORATION – THE 
PAYSAN – ADDS YET 
ANOTHER STRONG 
OFFERING TO SPYDERCO’S 
BUDDING INTEGRAL 
FRAME LINEUP.”

The 3.88-inch 
Wharncliffe blade has a 
saber grind and comes 
extremely sharp. 
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During my first test, 
the Paysan cut cleanly 
through the first bottle, 
almost all the way 
through the second, and 
got a good slice on the 
third before I ran out 
of blade. 

happens with this test, there was no 
slicing needed to finish the cuts all the 
way through.

I then moved on to some thick leather 
I have. I am not a leather smith, so 
I do not know the exact weight of 
the leather, but it is 0.111-inch thick 
and has proven to be a good test of a 
knife’s edge in the past. The Paysan 
slid easily through the leather and 
provided no resistance, which made 
it possible for me to have incredible 
control over the cut. I cut three strips 
into wavy patterns, testing every part 
of the edge, and got perfect results 
the entire length of the blade.

“THE 3.88-INCH CPM S90V BLADE COMES
WITH A POLISHED STONEWASH FINISH,

SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCING DRAG WHILE SLICING
THROUGH A MYRIAD OF SUBJECT MATTER.”

Then, I cut a mountain bike tire away 
from its bead, and placed the Paysan 
in the chest lever grip and cut the tire
in half, lengthwise. Next, I folded it
over in half and cut cleanly through the
multiple pieces of tire. The cuts were
clean and easy.

I finished by reducing a cardboard 
box, packing slip and all, into a pile of 
cardboard bits. Every slice through the
cardboard was clean and smooth. With
most of the cuts, I made sure to cut
slowly to see if I could identify any dull
spots or points where the edge would
drag, and I found no issues at all.

Legit EDC Solution
When you walk through the halls of the
Spyderco factory in Golden, Colorado, it
is evident that they focus on innovation
— demonstrated by wall after wall of
patents. Always looking to step their
game up, Spyderco has a knack for
coming out with many different models
every year with all of them deserving of
a second look.

The handle of the 
Paysan has beautifully 
machined contours for 
a very comfortable grip 
during use.
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SPECS
Blade Material: CPM S90V
Blade Length: 3.88 inches
Overall Length: 8.74 inches
Closed Length: 4.86 inches
Blade Thickness: 0.157 inch
Blade Finish: Stonewash
Weight: 4.4 ounces
Handle Material: Titanium
Grind: Saber
MSRP: $800.00

For me, this year's standout has been
the Paysan. I am a fan of the strength
and aesthetics provided by an integral
frame, and it is great to see Spyderco
working with Peter Rassenti to add
more solid-frame knives to their lineup.
The Paysan has proven itself to be very
comfortable in the hand, comfortable
in the pocket, and not afraid to do some
serious work.

Although the price point is a bit high,
it is on-point for an integral frame
and premium materials like titanium
and CPM S90V. I would have no issues
recommending the Paysan as a legit
EDC solution. KI

Top: During my rope 
press cut test, the 
Paysan pressed right 
through my half-inch 
climbing rope, multiple 
times, with zero 
resistance and gave me 
extremely clean cuts.

Left: Using the chest 
lever grip, I was easily 
able to slice this tire 
lengthwise, then fold 
it over and cut cleanly 
through a couple of 
layers.

Right: The Paysan 
sliced very easily 
through this 0.111-inch-
thick piece of leather 
with great control and 
no drag.

“EVEN THOUGH THE BALANCE 
POINT IS PERFECTLY AT THE 
PIVOT, THE BLADE HAS CONSID-
ERABLE FORWARD MOMENTUM 
WITH EXCELLENT CONTROL.”
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KNIVES

HOGUEKNIVES.COM  1-800-438-4747
P.O. BOX 91360, HENDERSON, NV 89009

Introducing
THE COMPOUND

Double Action
Out the Front

Automatic

3.5” Tanto or
Clip Point Blade

G10 Case with
Internal 6061-T6
Aluminum Chassis



  MORE THAN A 
POCKET- 
KNIFE
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THE JAMES BRAND ELLIS IS 
A CLASSY CARRY FOR EDC

TEXT BY TIM STETZER, PHOTOS BY 
TIM STETZER AND EMILY STETZER
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Above: The Ellis makes
for a great addition to
your EDC kit.I’m glad we live in a world with

boundless cutlery options and
some pretty amazing designs,

from out-the-front autos to
massive tactical frame locks. But
not everyone needs something that
exotic for day-to-day use, especially
if you’re an urban or suburban dweller
who spends most of his time on the
pavement and in areas where you
aren’t likely to get mugged.

For many folks, a pocketknife simply
acts as a handy tool for cutting the
mundane stuff you run across in your
daily travels, or maybe fixing some
stuff here and there if it has some
extra features on it. If it looks good
while doing that, well then, that’s a
bonus. If that’s the kind of tool you

need, then you might just want to
take a look at the James Brand Ellis.

The James Brand
and the Ellis
At first glance, you might liken the
Ellis to a Swiss Army Knife, and
there are some similarities, but
there is also a lot that’s different.
I’ll dig into that in a minute, but let’s
talk about the James Brand first.
It may not be a name you’ve seen
yet, depending on what knife circles
you travel in, but it’s one that I’m
starting to see more in some of the
online knife shops and trendy EDC

shops. Don’t let “trendy” fool you —
the Ellis is not just eye candy, it’s a
functional tool.

The James Brand has been around
since 2012 out of Portland, Oregon.
Like many inventors and innovators,
when the founders couldn’t find
the kind of knives and tools they
wanted, they decided to design
their own. Their goal was minimalist
design and premium materials
geared specifically for everyday
carry. They make a variety of folders
and a fixed blade so far, but the Ellis
is the one that caught my eye.

“... THE ELLIS IS NOT JUST EYE CANDY,  
IT’S A FUNCTIONAL TOOL.”
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As I mentioned, the simple drop point 
blade and combo tool remind me of a 
Swiss Army Knife, which I’m a fan of, 
but there’s a more modern, clean look 
to the design that appealed to me. 
Unlike a traditional Swiss Army Knife, 
the Ellis has a backlock that locks 
open not only the blade, but also the 
combination tool. The combo tool 
has a large flathead screwdriver and 
a bottle opener. A scraper and prybar 
is fitted to the butt end of the knife, 
along with a bail. 

The Ellis uses a 12c27 Sandvik stainless 
steel blade. I’ve been a fan of 12c27 
ever since picking up my first Mora 
almost 30 years ago. It may not be a 
modern wonder steel, but it takes a 
great edge, has good edge retention, 

Top: The Ellis has a 
combo tool with a large, 
flathead screwdriver 
and bottle opener. 

Middle: A bail is affixed 
to the butt of the Ellis 
for clipping to your pack, 
bag or keyring. 

Bottom: Rather than 
a simple nail nick, the 
Ellis has a slot that goes 
all the way through the 
blade, making it easy to 
grab with either hand, 
or for folks with short 
nails that have trouble 
with traditional nicks. 

and is easy to sharpen and maintain. 
The knife body and lock are stainless 
steel, and the blades rotate on 
phosphor bronze washers. The scales 
are anodized aluminum and come in 
black, moss green or silver finish. 
While my T&E Ellis has a plain edge, 
production models have a partially 
serrated blade. While I know many 
regular readers of Knives Illustrated like 
a plain edge, I’ve found in talking with 
manufacturers over the years, that 
serrated blades outsell plain edges 
by a wide margin. I used to be fairly 
anti-serrations myself, but I’ve mostly 
gotten over it. For a bushcraft knife, I 
do prefer a plain edge; but for an EDC 
knife like the Ellis, serrations work fine. 
They don’t inhibit common tasks and 
can be handy on rope and webbing.

Putting the  
Ellis to Work
When it comes to carry, the Ellis is 
classic pocketknife, meaning that 
there is no clip. You can just drop it 
in your pocket and go, or use the bail 
to provide some other carry options. 
You can clip the Ellis to your pack or 
bag strap with a carabiner, attach a 
lanyard to it, or even clip it to a key 
ring or your belt with a key holder.

The sleek, clean lines of the knife 
keep it from hooking or catching 
on anything in your pocket or gear, 
and provide for a low profile carry. 
Although I do like a well-designed 
pocket clip, there’s something to be 
said for discrete inside-the-pocket 
carry. These days, if someone sees a 
clip on your pocket, even a deep carry 
one that doesn’t show the knife, they 
know you’re carrying a blade. That 
may not matter in many situations, 
but if you like to keep things low 
key, then having the knife inside the 
pocket is a very viable option. Being 
that the Ellis is designed as a tool 
and utility piece, that shouldn’t be an 
issue. It isn’t designed for quick draw 
in a defense situation, it’s designed 
to open up your Amazon boxes, peel 
your apple, or to pop open a cold one 
after work.

The Ellis looks a little blocky, but it’s 
comfortable in the hand. It has a 
solid weight to it, and you can tell it’s 
substantially formed without being 
too heavy or overbuilt. The nail nick, 
which is actually an ambidextrous slot 
that goes through the blade, makes 
it easy to open the blade with either 
hand. The edge on my test knife was 
sharp, with a bit of a toothy edge. It 
worked fine for basic EDC work, but 
I tuned it up with a loaded leather 
strop to make it hair-popping sharp. 

I used the Ellis much as I would a 
Swiss Army knife. I opened boxes, 
cut tape and cord, trimmed string, 
cut some leather for a project and 
cut up some fruit with my lunch over 
the course of a few weeks. The knife 
handled well and kept a good edge 
even with a lot of cardboard cutting. 
I appreciated the locking mechanism 

Contact
THE JAMES BRAND
(844) 564-3354
TheJamesBrand.com 
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Left: Having a
screwdriver is handy for
quick, impromptu fixes
like adjusting tension on
your bike.

Middle: The Ellis’s
screwdriver came in
handy for working on
the 1970s-era plugs
in the author’s work
bathroom.

Bottom Left: Having
a screwdriver handy is
convenient for all sorts
of household and work
tasks.

Bottom Right: The
slightly toothy factory
edge on the Ellis worked
quite well while slicing
up cardboard.

when I was bearing down on the 
blade, as I have had occasions with 
slipjoints where they’d start to close 
on me, depending what I was doing.

As always, I gave the bottle opener a 
vigorous workout and ensured that 
it worked with both sodas and adult 
beverages alike. The Ellis is trendy 
enough that even pulling it out at a 
craft beer event wouldn’t elicit any 
cries of dismay or shock over the 
fact that you have a knife on you. 
In fact, it was well-received by even 
my non-knife, beer-loving pals who 
appreciated its design and utility.

The pry function worked fine for 
popping open and hammering 
shut some small cans of stain I was 
working with for a home project. 
The screwdriver got the most use, 
however. Yes, even more than the 
bottle opener. Out of all the tools on  
my knives and multi-tools, I tend to 
use the screwdrivers the most. Over 
the course of the weeks carrying it, 
I used it to tighten screws on a wall 
plug at work, the connections in a 
switch box, the grips on one of my 
pistols, and I loaned it to a buddy at 
work for some tweaking of his bike 
gears. 

“IT’S PACKED FULL OF USEFUL 
TOOLS WITHOUT BEING OVERLOAD-
ED WITH ‘FEATURES’ THAT YOU’RE 

NEVER GOING TO USE.”
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Wrap Up
If you’re the kind of guy looking for
a classy EDC piece with a little extra
functionality, then the Ellis is well-
worth a look. It’s packed full of useful
tools without being overloaded with
“features” that you’re never going to
use. It’s got a clean, simple style that
will appeal to anyone into modern
design, not just knife geeks. If you
want to give one a shot, or grab one
as a gift, the Ellis is available either
directly through The James Brand or
from a number of online retailers with
an MSRP of $99.00 KI

Overall Length: 6.1 inches

Blade Length: 2.6 inches

Closed Length: 3.5 inches

Blade Material: Sandvik 12C27 stainless steel

Blade Style: Drop point

Blade Grind: Flat

Blade Finish: Satin

Handle Material: Anodized aluminum

Locking Mechanism: Lockback

Weight: 2.8 ounces

MSRP: $99.00

SPECS

1:1
ACTUAL

SIZE

“I APPRECIATED THE
LOCKING MECHANISM

WHEN I WAS
BEARING DOWN

ON THE BLADE ...”

Top: The Ellis packs 
a lot of function into 
a compact package 
weighing under 3 
ounces.

Right: The Sandvik 
blade zipped through 
foil containers easily. 
It would work quite 
well on backpacking 
meals and similar food 
packages, as well. 

Bottom: The 
Ellis comes with hard 
anodized aluminum grip 
scales in black, silver, 
and moss green. 
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  Slicing the   

AIR
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JASON JOHNSON’S 
SABERTOOTH IS A LIVE BLADE 
THAT FLIES THROUGH WORK

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER DONER
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Above: Jason Johnson’s
Sabertooth design
is a departure from
tradition. It is a fully
functional knife with a
razor-sharp edge, that
can also be thrown.

Combat knife thrower Jason
Willard Johnson burst onto
the scene via YouTube, back

in 2015, when he posted a video of
himself throwing a knife through
a soda can he tossed down range,
pinning it to the target from 20
feet away. It generated a buzz in
the knife-throwing community and in
the general knife community alike, as
people shared the footage and even at-
tempted the stunt themselves. A friend
of mine was in contact with Jason and
introduced us, since we both hail from
Omaha, Nebraska. It wasn’t long before
Jason and I met up at one of my Martial
Blade Concepts classes.

We hit it off right away and found
we had a lot of common interests,
especially knives. Since then, we have
trained together on several occasions,

exchanging ideas and methods and
talking all things knives at every
opportunity. In April of 2018, Jason
competed on The History Channel’s
“Forged in Fire: Knife or Death” with a
standout performance that introduced
him to a broader audience, furthering
his career and solidifying his reputation
as a skilled knife expert.

The Sabertooth
Recently, Jason revealed to me that
he designed a knife all his own and it
will soon go into production with M3
Tactical Tech. Jason had a working
prototype on hand and was kind

enough to allow me to borrow it
for testing and evaluation. Jason’s
Sabertooth design is a result of his 25
years of combative knife and combative
knife-throwing experience.

Jason was quick to say, “It’s a live edge
knife that can be thrown,” pointing out
that the Sabertooth is more than just a
dedicated thrower.

Prototype to
Production
The working prototype I borrowed for
this article was crafted by knifemaker
and former “Forged in Fire” winner,

“… A FULLY FUNCTIONAL KNIFE FOR EVERYDAY 
USE, BUT THAT ALSO SET IT APART AS A KNIFE 
THAT CAN BE THROWN, IF EVER PRESSED INTO 

SERVICE AS A DEFENSIVE WEAPON.”
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Left: The beveled 
handle scales not only 
reduce the chance of 
damage when thrown, 
they reveal the full tang, 
which allows the user 
to “feel the steel” when 
throwing.

Jason Willard Johnson

Jason Willard Johnson is a combat knife thrower, edged weapons instructor 
and knife designer. He has been featured on numerous media platforms 
including YouTube’s “Rated Red,” The History Channel’s “Forged in Fire: Knife 
or Death” and SKILLSET magazine. His unique style of knife throwing has 
garnered the attention of various armed professionals and organizations 
who have sought out his instruction, including such noted personalities as 
Pat McNamara, Wesley Whitlock and Max Mullen. Johnson is available for 
appearances, seminars and private instruction as well as design consultation 
at https://realjasonjohnson.com.

Right: The flat sides 
of the handle scales 
are slightly recessed to 
act as an index for the 
index and pinky fingers, 
allowing the user to 
obtain various throwing 
grips by feel alone.

Below: The flat ground 
edge and tanto-style tip 
make the Sabertooth 
a committed cutting 
instrument in the hand, 
as well as a reliable 
thrower that will 
withstand repeated 
hard use.
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Left: Jason Johnson 
throwing one of the M3 
Tactical Tech prototypes 
at his workshop in 
Omaha.

Travis Wuertz, as a favor to Jason 
to help him bring his design to life. 
While Jason and Travis were familiar 
with one another’s work, the two first 
met in person on the set of “Knife or 
Death” where Wuertz was serving as a 
co-host and blade expert tasked with 
evaluating the knives each contestant 
brought to compete with. 

The Sabertooth prototype is made from 
0.300-inch-thick 52100 steel. Travis 
used this steel to test the heat treat 
and overall design and performance of 
Jason’s design. It features a 6 5/8-inch 
tanto-style flat ground blade with 
an overall length of 12.847 inches. 
The expertly crafted handle slabs are 
made from beautiful blue G-10 and
are mounted to the full tang blade
via brass pins. The highly polished
steel blade retains some of the steel’s
original texture just below the spine.
This contrast in textures coupled with
the sleek look of the handle slabs and
pins makes for one gorgeous blade.
The prototype enabled Jason to make
the final adjustments to his design,
preparing it for the production version
that M3 Tactical Tech will offer to the
public. (Editor’s note: See the finished
M3 Tactical Tech measurements in our
“Specs” sidebar.)

As I began to work with the Sabertooth,
I immediately noticed how balanced
and robust this knife felt in the hand.
Jason was quick to point out the many
details he designed into the Sabertooth
that not only made it a fully functional
knife for everyday use, but that also set
it apart as a knife that can be thrown, if
ever pressed into service as a defensive
weapon.

Design in
the Details
The Sabertooth has a recessed section
along the spine just above the ricasso
where the user can place the thumb
for better control when using the knife
as a tool. On the handle belly, another
recessed area is found where you would
typically see a choil. This recessed
section also happens to be right where
the Sabertooth’s natural point of
balance is located and makes finding

M3 Tactical Tech

The production version of the Sabertooth will be CNC machined in the USA by
M3 Tactical Tech, a company out of Phoenix, Arizona. I spoke to the owner and
CEO, Kevin Moore about the project.

Kevin said, “This is a true hybrid, and first of its kind. The Sabertooth is a
heavy-duty blade you can utilize for multiple tasks and it’s also a damn good
throwing knife.” He wasn’t exaggerating.

Although the two M3 prototypes I had access to were well-used by the time
I got to test them, they were still plenty sharp and they threw extremely
well. With some coaching from Jason, I was making solid hits on the
target and sticking them with power. Despite dozens of solid hits (and
probably thousands of throws prior to this from Jason) the M3 Tactical Tech
Sabertooth prototypes remained true. There were no signs of damage to
the blades from impacting on the target or from retrieving knives stuck deep
into the wooden target board. The handle slabs showed some signs of abuse
but that comes with the territory when throwing multiple knives at a target.
Sometimes you hit the knives already stuck in the target.

The M3 Sabertooth will be available in two choices of steel; 0.250 inch 5160
and 0.300 inch CPM 3V and, according to Moore, Peters Heat Treat will do all
the professional heat treatments on the production runs for the Sabertooths.

One of the perks I found attractive about the M3 Sabertooth is that the G-10
handle slabs will be removable. They are held in place with 8/32 inch flat
head Allen screws and stainless steel threaded connectors. M3 Tactical Tech
will offer additional handle sets through their website, for personalization and
to allow users to swap out worn handles. In addition to the G-10 options, M3 is
planning to offer handles in other materials like K&G stabilized wood, Micarta
and carbon fiber (although for throwing, Johnson strongly suggests G-10 for
its superior strength). The M3 Tactical Tech production model will be available
for purchase by the time this article hits newsstands.

“IT’S A LIVE EDGE KNIFE THAT CAN BE  
THROWN.” —JASON JOHNSON

Learn More
Find our companion 
article with more 
in-depth  information 
about Jason Johnson's 
Sabertooth on our 
new Knives Illustrated 
website: 
KnivesIllustrated.com
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Right: The custom 
Sabertooth prototype 
made several slices 
through this phone 
book look effortless.

Right: Quarter-inch 
thick pieces of stacked 
rawhide leather were 
used to test the custom 
Sabertooth prototype. 
Here, you can see just 
how clean each cut was.

the initial purchase on the handle a 
breeze. The handle, as you move back 
toward the finger recess, tapers then 
flairs then tapers down again at the 
pommel. This feature was inspired by 
the shape of the human hand, allowing 
one to grip the handle completely and 
squarely. I was quite familiar with this 
concept having trained in an edged-
weapons system that favors a modified 
Filipino grip, where emphasis is placed 
on a secure grip that ensures maximum 
control. Jason’s unique pommel design 
with angled corners assists in both 
bushcraft and throwing applications. 
(You can read more about the full 
function of many of these features on 
our website at KnivesIllustrated.com.)

Even the handle scales have purpose-
built features. To prevent damage to 
the handle scales, Jason recessed and 
beveled the scales. These attributes 
also contribute to grip and proper 
delivery when throwing. 

The spine of the Sabertooth was 
designed by Jason, with a 30-degree 
crown, which he says aids in penetration 
when throwing, but is also useful in 
bushcraft. In a survival scenario, the 
tapered spine allows the end user to 
reduce or avoid prematurely dulling the 
blade while performing tasks around 
the campsite. The spine can be used to 
crack open nuts and other food sources, 
break small rocks, and to strike a ferro 
rod to produce sparks for fire making. 

Testing Time
In addition to the beautiful prototype, 
Jason was able to supply me with two 
Sabertooth production models made 
by M3 Tactical Tech. They clearly had 
already been through some serious 
testing and evaluation when I got them. 
I wasn’t about to take any chances 
throwing the prototype, but with the 
production models, I was able to throw 
them with confidence to get a better 
feel for their design and application. 

I always enjoy putting a new knife 
through its paces by cutting a variety
of common items found around the
garage. This helps me establish a
baseline and since this knife is intended
to be a used for common tasks first,

Right: A piece of 
¼-inch-thick leather 
flies through the air as 
Johnson makes several 
rapid cuts with the 
Sabertooth.
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SPECS
Overall Length: 12.847 inches
Blade Length: 6.63 inches
Blade Material: 5160 OR CPM 3V
Blade Thickness: 0.250 inch OR 0.300 inch
Blade Grind: Flat grind tanto style
Handle Material: G-10 (with options)
Weight: Varies with options
MSRP: $375-$465 (varies with options)
Website: M3TacticalTech.com

with throwing being a secondary 
application, I went to work cutting 
corrugated cardboard and multiple 
strands of paracord. 

The cardboard put up very little 
resistance as the Sabertooth bit 
into the material and sliced cleanly 
through to the other side with 
little effort, leaving several pieces 
of cardboard on the floor in quick 
succession. I cut through multiple 
strands of paracord with one stroke 
of the Sabertooth. Next, I placed a 
few sections of the paracord on a 
cutting board and was able to press 
down and slice cleanly through all 
of them. 

Jason wanted to go a little further, 
so we got together at his workshop 
where he had several large sheets 
of ¼-inch-thick rawhide leather. 
We took turns slicing through the 
leather and it felt nearly effortless. 
Jason held up a strip of the leather 
in one hand while he made several 
rapid slices, cutting smoothly 
through with each pass as thick 
pieces of leather sprinkled down 
on the floor. Next, we moved on 
to a 2-inch-thick phonebook. The 
Sabertooth took off the corner with 
a single pressure cut and performed 
several more cuts with ease. It still 
was able to shave the hair off his 
arm afterward.

The Sheath
Each Sabertooth will come with a 
Kydex sheath handcrafted by Matt 
Nichols of Grizzly Outdoors. It’s a 
variation of Matt’s Elite Sheath 

Right: The Grizzly 
Outdoors sheath by 
Matt Nichols is a quality 
sheath with multiple 
mounting options built 
in to the Kydex.

Right: The custom 
Sabertooth prototype 
surrounded by the M3 
Tactical Tech production 
prototypes.

modified to fit Jason’s needs. Matt 
is a one-man shop with a focus on 
high quality, which is something I 
think most in the knife community 
can appreciate. The sheath has 
mounting eyelets that work with 
multiple belt loop styles in addition 
to milled slots for added mounting 
options like packs or mole gear. 

It’s Worth It
The Sabertooth deserves a place in your 
go-bag, survival kit or hunting gear. It is 
the culmination of years of training and 
research by someone passionate about 
their craft. Jason Johnson has produced a 
uniquely practical and decidedly wicked 
dual-purpose knife for the apocalypse. KI
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WE SPECIALIZE IN SERVING YOU

Domestic Producers of sheet and plate products for the knife industry.
Stainless and tool steel grades, all CPM knife steels plus new:

CPM cruwear, CPM 20-CV and 6/4 titanium sheet, and the
re-introduction of CPM S60V (CPM 440V).

Quick response. Quality workmanship.

Fax: 716-542-5555
sales@nsm-ny.com

1-800-424-0048
716-542-5552

12600 Clarence Center Road
Akron, New York 14001-0280 www.nsm-ny.com

Nautical
Star

Dragon

Texas

MADe i USA at Jantz Supply. Meticulously
d with the knifemaker in mind to

gular style for your knife.

1-800-351-8900 

JANTZ SUPPLY 
309 W MAIN
DAVIS OK 73030

While Supplies Last
ONE PER CUSTOMER - 
CAN NOT BE COMBINED 
WITH OTHER OFFERS

FOLLOW JANTZ

each available in 
four combinations 
of quality brass 
and nickel silver.



A COURAGEOUS

CUT TER
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CUT TER
THE VALIENTE FROM KOPIS DESIGNS IS A 
STRONG DEFENDER AND A GREAT EDC BLADE

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY JIM COBB
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Left: The checkered
G-10 scales are very
grippy, even under less
than ideal conditions.

RIght: The Valiente’s
red liners add a touch
of color.

Form, Fit and Function for
Every Day Carry. That’s the
tagline of Kopis Designs and

the Valiente embodies these qual-
ities very well. The Valiente is the
brainchild of Jon Bahlatzis, owner
of Kopis Designs. Valiente means
brave or courageous in Spanish and
that’s a particularly apt name for
this knife, as any defense situation
requires courage and confidence.

Jon began his journey into knife design
and creation several years ago. He
apprenticed under Matt Martin from
Vehement Knives at their Colorado
shop for a few years, starting with
sweeping floors and working his way
up to design and grinding.

When Matt and his team pulled up
stakes and headed east to establish
their headquarters in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula, Jon opened Kopis 
Designs with the help of his brother 
and a few other friends and family 
members. Since that time, Kopis has 
been building a rather loyal following, 
as their reputation for excellent quality 
blades and tools has spread.

As with every knife that comes out of 
the Kopis Designs shop, the Valiente 
was designed with specific intent 
and purpose. The focus here is on 
concealability and effectiveness with
both defense and utility, with extra
attention paid to the ergonomics.
Retention and comfort are important

in any knife design but particularly
so when the knife is intended for EDC
(everyday carry).

Out of the Box
It is important to note right at the 
outset here that the Valiente sent to 
me was not brand new, fresh off the 
grinder. Instead, it was the personal 
EDC of Jon’s brother, someone who has 
the patience of a saint, as this is not a 
knife I’d want to give up for any length 
of time if it were mine. I mention 
this because it is obvious the knife 
has already held up quite well under 
regular use — it looked nearly new
when I unboxed it.

The Valiente is just shy of 7 inches

“VALIENTE MEANS BRAVE OR COURAGEOUS IN
SPANISH AND THAT’S A PARTICULARLY APT

NAME FOR THIS KNIFE …”

1:1
ACTUAL 

SIZE

Bottom: The handle 
and spine have almost 
reverse mirror image 
curves. Photo Credit: 
Kopis Designs.
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Above: The Valiente’s 
modified pikal profile 
allows for very efficient 
cutting.

overall and weighs a mere few 
ounces. The majority of the weight 
is in the handle and the knife is very 
fast in the hand. What I immediately 
noted right out of the box was the 
decidedly unique profile of the knife. 
The curves of the blade and handle 
are just slightly reversed of one 
another, almost but not quite mirror 
images. At first, this caused me 
concern as it was unlike just about 
any knife I’ve owned to date. 

However, any fears were alleviated the 
moment the knife was in my hand. The 
curve of the handle fits the hand very 
well and this holds true in the icepick 
or pikal grip, too. Held in a saber grip, 
with the edge facing down, the thumb 
naturally finds the curve where the 
spine meets the handle. This design 
helps to index the knife immediately 
upon drawing it from the sheath. The 
scales are textured G-10 with red liners. 
Kopis also has available Micarta or 
Richlite scales, should they be desired. 

The blade on this model has an acid-
wash finish and satin is available as 
well. The swedge running along the 
top of the blade is unsharpened but 
helps to create a sharp, yet very strong, 

“THE VALIENTE IS DESIGNED FIRST AND FOREMOST AS A 
DEFENSE WEAPON, ONE THAT JUST HAPPENS TO BE ABLE  

TO PERFORM DUAL-DUTY AS AN EDC TOOL.”

Right: Dangling the 
sheath from my belt 
with paracord, it can 
rest in my pocket, but 
I can unsheathe the 
knife with just a tug. 
Photo Credit: Tammy 
Cobb
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Contact
KOPIS DESIGNS
(518) 423-1731
KopisDesigns.com

point at the tip. The steel used for the 
Valiente is 5/32-inch-thick CPM 154. 
The blade profi le is a modifi ed pikal 
style. There is just a hint of curve to the 
blade edge. 

The Valiente comes with a Kydex 
sheath that has great retention. The 
sheath has a removable metal belt 
clip. While this is quite serviceable, I 
added a short length of paracord to 
the sheath and looped it to my belt, 
then let the knife hang in my pocket. 
Pulling the knife from my pocket 
and giving it a tug released it from 
the sheath while keeping the sheath 
attached to my belt. Either approach 
works well from a concealability
standpoint, especially if you’re
wearing dark pants that would allow
the cordage to blend in a little better.

Testing
The Valiente is designed first and
foremost as a defense weapon,
one that just happens to be able to

Top: There were no 
drags or hesitation 
at all when cutting 
paracord.

Right: Several loops 
of paracord posed no 
trouble for the Valiente.

perform dual-duty as an EDC tool. 

While I toyed with the idea of heading 
to the seedier side of town with a Rolex 
on my wrist and twenties falling out 
of my pockets in order to see how the 
Valiente would hold up after meeting 
a few new friends, common sense 

prevailed. It would be di�  cult to get 
photos of the knife if it were stu� ed 
into an evidence locker somewhere.

Deciding to start with trying out the 
slicing capability of the Valiente, 
I turned to one of my primary 
go-to tests and grabbed a hank of 
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Right: While it isn’t 
designed for kitchen 
work, the Valiente will 
do in a pinch.

Right:The Valiente 
created clean cuts 
without tearing or 
dragging.

Bottom: The Kydex 
sheath is equipped 
with a sturdy metal 
belt clip.

paracord. First, I cut a few small 
pieces off, one at a time, and there 
was no hesitation at all from the 
blade. Then, I formed several loops and 
ran the blade through them all at once. 
The Valiente has just the slightest 
curve to the sharp edge and this slight 
curvature helped it go through the 
cordage without any trouble.

Next, I pulled a few peppers from the 
refrigerator. My wife loves it when I’m 
testing knives, as I often slice and dice 
vegetables in the kitchen. The Valiente 
breezed through each of the peppers 
with no pulling or tearing. The tip of 
the knife was plenty sharp enough to 
quickly cut through and remove the 
pith inside the peppers. 

Washing the knife between tasks 
gave me the opportunity to see how 
well the checkering on the handle 
assisted with retention. There is plenty 
of grip without being overbearing or 
uncomfortable. The hollow bolts also 
add some traction. 

In addition to being a slicer, the Valiente 
is designed for penetration. I wanted 

“IN ADDITION TO BEING A 
SLICER, THE VALIENTE IS 

DESIGNED FOR PENETRATION.”
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to see just how durable the point is, so 
I headed out to the workshop. Picking 
up a thick piece of plywood and a 
rubber mallet, I proceeded to pound the
Valiente straight down into the wood. 
I covered the butt of the handle with a 
glove so as to avoid leaving scuff marks.

I managed to get the knife down more 
than a full half-inch into the wood.
I levered the knife back and forth
to work it loose and pulled it from
the board. The tip had exactly zero
deformation. No bending, no chipping,
no damage whatsoever. This was
impressive to me and spoke volumes
about the craftsmanship as well as the
blade design and geometry.

Prior to my receipt of this knife, it
was tested by Ed Calderon of Ed’s

Manifesto during his Organic Mediums 
and Weaponology course hosted by 
Kopis Designs in Denver a few months 
prior. During this class, the Valiente 
was used to inflict well over 30 stabs, 
blade twists, and slashes through 
a variety of materials, including a 
pig carcass and skull. There was no 
damage to the knife at all.

Verdict
The Valiente is an excellent option
for defense as well as general utility.
It is light enough to carry every day
without weighing you down, yet built
robust enough for real world use. It is
comfortable, with no hot spots and
no dragging during cuts and slices.
Even with the sheath, it is a fairly slim
package to conceal on the belt, in the
pocket, or elsewhere on your person.

SPECS
Blade Material: CPM 154
Blade Length: 3.0 inches
Overall Length: 6.875 inches
Blade Thickness: 5/32 inch 
Weight: 3.1 ounces
Sheath: Kydex
MSRP: $350.00 with sheath

Top Left: The Valiente 
penetrated the ply-
wood fairly well with 
some effort.

Top Right: The
tip wasn’t bent or
deformed in any way
after being pounded
into the plywood.

Below: Even with the
author's testing and
all the use it got in
Ed Calderon’s course,
this blade is virtually
unscathed.

The knife indexes quickly in the grip
and is ready to go to work instantly.

All in all, I’d recommend the Valiente
to anyone who is in need of a fast
blade that is designed to do serious
damage but can be used for more
mundane tasks as well. KI

1:1
ACTUAL 

SIZE
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CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
WKS750 Knife Sharpening Wheels $34.95

Durable protective cases for your
projects. Featuring a black Cordura
exterior and soft fabric interior. Black
poly foam padding and a nylon zipper

Protective Cases

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
R6N
R7N
R10N
R13N

Folder 2 1/2” x 6”
Folder 2 1/2” x 8”
Hunter 3” x 10”
Fighter 4” x 13”

$8.95
$8.95
$8.95
$9.95

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
LS101
RW065
RW200
BA069
BA076
EDC4

2 oz. Lin-Speed Oil
2.3 oz. Renaissance Wax
7 oz. Renaissance Wax

6 oz. Aerosol
16 oz. Liquid

EDCI(every day corrosion inhibitor)

$9.95
$16.95
$26.50
$8.99

$17.99
$11.95

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
WE6508
WE8654

G-Flex Liquid 8oz
G5 5 Minute Epoxy

$24.95
$22.95

CAT.# DESCRIPTION
PRICE
EACH

CP600
CP610
CP620
CP680
RD3

Brass
Nickel Silver

Stainless
Copper

5/16” Corby Rivet Drill

$1.49
$2.59
$1.75
$1.99

$19.95

This two wheel system allows the user 
to grind a fine edge then clean & polish 
to a razor sharp edge.

W S SYS EM G-FLEX EPOXY
is a toughened, resilient two-part
epoxy engineered for superior
grip. G-Flex absorbs the stresses
of expansion, contraction, shock
and vibration. Initial cure in 3-4
hours. G5 EPOXY is a fast curing
epoxy for quick repairs, tooling
and general bonding. Bonds to
wood, fiberglass, and metal. 1:1
mixture. Cures in 3-5 mins.

G10 produced by
Colors, Extreme Toughness, and Durability. Offering a unique look of
it’s own – choose UltreX™ (pictured on bottom) or our traditional G10
(pictured on top) to achieve the exact look you want for your project.
Both MADE IN THE USA.

West System
Adhesives

Knife Sharpening
Wheels

G/Flex®
Epoxy

G5 Epoxy

Kydex Molding Press Featuring single hand
closure, lock, and release.  Allows you to walk away while the thermal 
molding foam sets your heated Kydex.  Made with 3/16” steel plate.  
Included, two 8” x 12” x 1” thick high quality foam 9 lbs/cf density
225°F heat rating.  Made in the USA

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
JS900
JS901

Molding Press
 Replacement Foam (2 pcs)

$89.95
$14.95

Single Hand

Lock &Release
Latch

1-800-351-8900
Essentials

LIN SPEED OIL deeply penetrates wood
pores & hardens, protecting & revealing 
the beauty of grain patterns from 
within.  RENAISSANCE WAX provides
a barrier against fingerprints and 
water.  Its high moisture resistance 
forms a durable, protective coating, 
preventing tarnish, corrosion and 
remains completely waterproof.  
Use BALLISTOL to clean, perserve,
protect, prevent corrosion, maintain, 
impregnate and disinfect not only 
metal but also wood, hard plastics 
and smooth leather.  EDCI(Every Day
Corrosion Inhibitor) Aids in rust and 
corrosion prevention on any type of 
metal, and is safe for metal finishes.
These Items Can Not Ship Air.

While Supplies Last
Can Not Be Combined With Other Offers

Our Choice of Gift

Hermes is not only one of the world’s 
leading manufacturers of coated 
abrasives; since 1993, it has also had a 
key market position in precision bonded 
abrasives.  Hermes insists on absolute 
top quality.  See our entire line of 
HERMES belts at knifemaking.com.
Also available in 1” x 30” and 1” x 42”.

Waterproof silicon carbide/cork abrasive
X-cloth.  Can be used for dry and wet
grinding (resistant to water, emulsion and 
oil).  For producing very bright or "mirror-
finished" surfaces.    Flat grinding on 
stainless steel for producing very bright
"Brush-Finish" on metallic surfaces.

Flexible, ceramic abrasive, resin X-Flex
cloth with additives. Highly economical
due to low overall grinding costs.
Ductile & sharp ceramic abrasive grain
provides high stock removal rates.
Low grinding temperature due to the
additional Procut coating. Flexible
cotton cloth backing guarantees a high
adaptability to contours. Very good
edge-restoring force means extended
grinding belt life. For applications with
comparatively high contact pressures.

Light, flexible, aluminium oxide, resin
bond MJ cotton cloth backing for
ginding contoured workpieces. Good
stock removal rate with a very good grit
adhesion. Universally applicable.

Maker - Jo Smith
Silver Anvil Blades

Knifemakers
Center
S Hardened File

Guid

Corby Rivets

Ceramit® Flex Belt

Cork Belt

Mod Flex A/O Belt

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
FG101 File Guide $49.95

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
HRC272320
HRC272400
HRC272600
HRC272800
HRC2721000
HRC2721200

2” x 72”..320 grit
2” x 72”..400 grit
2” x 72”..600 grit
2” x 72”..800 grit
2” x 72”..1000 grit
2” x 72”..1200 grit

$7.69
$7.69
$7.69
$7.69
$7.69
$7.69

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
HRM27236
HRM27250
HRM27260
HRM27280
HRM272120
HRM272220
HRM272320
HRM272400
HRM272600
HRM272800

2” x 72”..36 grit
2” x 72”..50 grit
2” x 72”..60 grit
2” x 72”..80 grit
2” x 72”..120 grit
2” x 72”..220 grit
2” x 72”..320 grit
2” x 72”..400 grit
2” x 72”..600 grit
2” x 72”..800 grit

$4.01
$4.01
$4.01
$4.01
$4.01
$4.01
$4.01
$4.01
$4.01
$4.01

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
HRF27260
HRF27280
HRF272120
HRF272220

2” x 72”..60 grit
2” x 72”..80 grit
2” x 72”..120 grit
2” x 72”..220 grit

$6.98
$6.91
$6.36
$6.36

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE
JS305
JS307

Center Scribe
Replace Carbide Tip

$39.95
$9.95

This versatile tool can be used for 
holding your knife blades to do 
complex file work and filing slots 
for guards. Precision machined 
and ground from A-2 tool steel 
and hardened to 62RHc.  Overall 
length 3.250”, maximum blade 
width 2”, each jaw is 3/8” x 3/4”.  
Made in USA.

Mos p p ew together rivet. 
Precision machined, 5/16” x 1”, 
threaded 8-32,.  Jantz rivet drills 
will drill and countersink your 
handle material perfectly in one 
operation.  Tang  holes for 5/16” 
rivets must be 7/32” or larger.  1/4” 
are also available. 
Made in USA.

Use this handy tool to scribe
the center lines as a guide for
grinding knife blades.  Designed 
for accuracy, this scribe can be 
adjusted from 0-1/2” with 1/32” 
per revolution using the fine 
adjustment screw.  Uses a Carbide 
tip. Replacement tips available.

Shown marking 
center in steel



FAMILIAR
 UNUSUAL   KNIFE

No matter what 
personal style a user 
has, the Stylus can fi t 
in. Titanium goes well 
with a suit and high-
end watch — or it can 
be a simple upgrade 
to both.
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FAMILIAR     NAME, 
UNUSUAL   KNIFE

THE KEN ONION STYLUS 
IS SLEEK, SMOOTH AND 
A STEP FORWARD

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY JONATHAN KILBURN

Ken Onion posing with 
his personal collection 
of memorable knives. 
Each of these knives 
is dear to Ken and has 
served him well.
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1: On the business end of
the RWL-34 blade is Ken
Onion’s logo, unchanged
in many years. It’s a nice
surprise to have an iconic
name and logo a�xed
to a new and modern
design that pulls from
classic styles.

2: When closed, the lines
of the Stylus match up to
near perfection. Notice
the matching lanyard
hole and flipper design.

3: The Stylus is one of the
first custom designs from
Ken Onion following
the SpeedSafe patent
expiration. It’s a di�erent
style and construction
than almost any previ-
ous design by Ken.

4: Two of the most
fascinating features
are the titanium frame
and geometric clip. The
knife’s coloring and the
clip design was done
exclusively by Ken’s son
Kenny.

There aren’t many makers
in the knife industry who
are quite the household

name as Ken Onion. Onion’s knife
designs have greatly influenced
Kershaw Knives and Columbia River
Knife and Tool, both of which have
constructed a staggering number of
knives that are direct results of Ken
Onion’s extensive work.

I had the pleasure of meeting Ken, his
son, and a few other knifemakers on
a trip to Hawaii. My wife had business
to do there, so I was left to my own
devices for several days. Hiking was
at the top of my list, but I decided to
reach out to Ken on a whim. He invited
me over to his shop to talk and capture

some photos. It was a pleasure to
observe the inner workings of his shop,
and to learn about how his son, Kenny,
is joining Ken in the family business.

Ken has been teasing new knives on
his Instagram for a while now, but
the anticipated release of the Stylus
is one of 2019’s first custom works.
Set to be o�cially released at Blade
Show 2019, the Stylus departs from
Ken Onion’s most recent work with
CRKT. It’s 7/16 inch thick with a 4-inch
handle featuring a 3 1/4-inch blade.
The blade is made of RWL-34 steel,
and this may be intentional. RWL-35
is named after famed knifemaker
Robert W. Loveless, paying homage to
Loveless’ classic designs.

It is a titanium frame lock knife and
has been finished o� in various colors
with a laser. Having no liner and being
made from titanium make this knife
exceptionally lightweight at 1.9 ounces.
The pivot system is an IKBS roller
bearing system. These aren’t without
issues, but this one seems pretty
resilient and well-designed.

One slight drawback to this knife is the
pocket clip, and I’ll explain why, later.
Made from a solid piece of titanium,
its statement geometric shape and
design draws the eye. It would seem
that the design and colors of the clip
should not pair well with those on the
knife; however, the breakup of lines
the clip o�ers not only pair well, but

1:1
ACTUAL

SIZE

01

02

03

04
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5: The blade sits
centered in the middle
— perfect for those
who demand even
construction.

Ken’s Shop

Ken Onion’s shop is nestled the garage of his quiet Hawaiian suburb. He not
only designs and makes knives here, but is also the local knife sharpener
and teacher to all who come by. During my visit, I was able to meet with
some other Hawaiian-based knifemakers, like Jeff Park. Knifemaker Robert
“Herbie” Herbert travelled far from his Australian home, taking time in
Ken’s shop to potentially learn something new about the trade, share a
thing or two himself, tell stories, laugh, and have a grand time.

It wouldn't be uncommon to see Brian West learning some knifemaking
skills, or Kevin Eri, the shop’s new apprentice. Ken is not shy about
discussing his experiences and troubles. While he admits to having made
design mistakes in the past, he shares the solutions with hopeful and
accomplished knifemakers. Tools, experience, and advice are common and
welcome in this suburb.

Top Right: A large
lathe is set up deep
in the recesses of Ken
Onion’s workshop. It
has had a fair amount
of use over the years,
and one has to wonder
what projects this
lathe has seen.

Bottom Right: Near
the rear of Ken’s shop,
there lies a myriad
of tools, machines,
and canisters full of
who-knows-what. The
best shops are those
which are constantly in
motion and flux.

actually complement the overall build.
Both the knife colors and the clip are
designed and applied by Ken Onion’s
son, Kenny.

In the Hand and
in the Pocket
The Stylus is a small knife and incredibly
lightweight. Despite both of these
factors, it has a decent heft. The knife’s
body is smooth, and the sides have
only a gradual and refined arc. With
the addition of the texturing, the grip is
minor but suitable. Even the lock blends
well to the side of the knife, when folded.
It sits in near-perfect alignment with the
rest of the body. That side texturing lines
up and pairs nicely with some jimping on
the lock and the top of the blade.

05
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Contact
KEN ONION
KenOnionKnives.com

Instagram:
@ken_onion

Above: Ken Onion
poses with his very
first belt grinder. He
still uses it to this day
to sharpen knives,
give rough grinds, and
finish off knives built in
his shop.

That IKBS joint protrudes only slightly on
each side and is colored to fit the rest of
the knife theme. However, the protrusion
isn’t noticeable at all. If anything, the
small bolt will help to prevent the knife
from rising up out the pocket while the
clip will keep it in place.

On the butt of the knife, there appears to
be a small lanyard hole with some minor
texture jimping. On the inside it’s concave
and safely cradles the tip of the blade.
Opposite this is a near matching flipper
with matching texturing on the top side.
It also has an open space matching the
style on the lanyard hole. Overall, the
texture, color, and mirrored aesthetic
elements bring the whole knife together.

Because the knife is so thin, opening it
can be problematic for those with tight
grips. The lock of the frame takes up a
lot of real estate on the side of the knife.
It’s easy to get caught squeezing the lock
to keep a tight grip and not be able to
open the blade. With a little awareness

Titanium Coloring

Titanium can be colored
with the application of heat.
Once a titanium material
is heated, it will begin
to change to all sorts of
earthen tones. While most
think of grey as the status
quo for titanium, green, blue,
purple, pink, black, and gold
are relatively common.

Applying heat causes
the titanium to oxidize
once it comes in contact
with oxygen. This is not
considerably different
than a nitride finish on a
steel part or the process
of bluing. Electrochemical
processes are also utilized to
produce solid, complex, and
prominent titanium coloring.

of hand placement, the knife will flip 
open smoothly and quickly. The detent 
holding the blade in place is not so stiff 
that it’s difficult to open, unless pressure 
is applied to the lock itself. 

A quick flip and the knife locks open to 
feature the mirrored, flat grind blade. 
From first glance it seems to have a 
slight drop point, but also features a 
very slight recurve. While open, the 
flipper acts like a small guard while 
leading to a choil. On the top of the 
blade, the jimping adds just a small 
amount of textured grip before giving 
way to the smooth and refined spine. 
The most annoying part of gripping any 
folding knife is the clip; Kenny’s design 
and placement of the chip lets it fit into 
the hand seamlessly and comfortably. 

Closing a knife this size can be 
problematic, but Ken has solved this 
problem, too. On the knife’s underside 
is a cut recess across from the frame 
lock. It’s large enough to allow the 
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Top Left: Ken has not 
forgotten his home in 
his latest design.  
Hawaiian and Poly-
nesian influences are 
everywhere. However, 
even in the Arizona 
desert, the Stylus 
is sure to make an 
impression.

fingertip just enough access to push 
the lock out of the way. There is 
no need to push down on the lock 
to shift it to the side. Rather, the 
recess placement puts less stress on 
the knife frame and less stress on a 
user’s fingers. 

Once in the pocket, the Stylus 
nearly disappears. The unique clip
is an added attraction and even if
it does capture the eyes, it’s rather
unassuming. Being constructed
of titanium may be a slight
disadvantage — as it will bend a little
more easily if caught on something —
but can be reshaped with little effort
or metal fatigue. These earth tones
were a nice compliment and transition
from the more prominent colors on
this knife itself.

What’s Next for
Ken and Kenny
Ken Onion appears to have another
home run. The design, color, and

style are a step forward from 
what he has done in the past. He 
is drawing inspiration from new 
elements and putting them together 
in a package we haven’t seen from 
him before. One new element may 
well be his collaboration with his 
son, Kenny, who is adding his own 
personal touches to his father’s 
classic designs.

“I don’t know where the knife
industry is going.” Ken told me.
The knife industry, he affirms,
is constantly changing. The
knifemakers from 40 years ago
would never have conceived of
the designs and intended uses
we see today.

And what’s next for Ken? “The
SpeedSafe patent is expiring soon,
not many people realize that.” He
is going to focus on some of the
classic knife designs, reimagined in
new ways. KI

Right: Inside the pock-
et, the clip hangs over 
and adds a feeling of 
accessory. The design 
and patterns break up 
the long, consistent 
lines of the rest of the 
knife and clothing. It is 
the ying to the yang. 

SPECS
Blade Material: RWL-35 steel
Blade Length: 3.25 inches
Closed Length: 4 inches
Overall Length: 7.25 inches
Blade Thickness: 7/16 inch
Blade Finish: Hand-rubbed 1000 grit
Handle Material: Titanium
Weight: 1.9 ounces
MSRP: TBD

“MADE FROM A SOLID 
PIECE OF TITANIUM, 

ITS STATEMENT 
GEOMETRIC SHAPE 

AND DESIGN DRAWS 
THE EYE.”

Right: The jimping on 
the spine adds a nice 
bit of grip.
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RICK DUNKERLEY
Model: Model 8 Folding Knife
Blade Material: Twist Damascus
Blade Length: 3.25 inches
Overall Length: 7.5 inches
Bolster Material: 416 stainless steel
Handle Material: Fossil walrus ivory
Website: DunkerleyHandmadeKnives.com

SPECS+            

LOOKING SHARP

SHINING
EXAMPLE

D
oing any chore can feel a lot like work,
but doing any chore in style can be fun.

I am going to assume that since you’re
reading Knives Illustrated magazine, you’re a knife
person like us and get some level of enjoyment
and satisfaction from using your knife to
complete a task. But when you get to use a
custom piece of fine cutlery to accom-
plish a task, it is a whole other level of
gratifi cation.

Here are some fi ne examples
of knives that will take your
knife work to a whole other
level of luxury. And when
you pull one of these
out, you will also get
the attention of
those around you.

YOUR EDC WILL SET THE
STANDARD WITH THESE
CUSTOM CARRY OPTIONS

TEXT BY KNIVES ILLUSTRATED STAFF
PHOTOS BY SHARPBYCOOP
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MARK BARTLETT
Model: Co�n Handle Folding Dagger
Blade Material: Damascus
Blade Length: 3.25 inches
Overall Length: 7.25 inches
Handle Material: Hot blued steel with gold lip pearl
Notes: Blued twisted backspacer, twisted 14k gold wire
wrap, 14k gold Dellana dots
Facebook: @BartlettCustomKnives

SPECS+            
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LYLE BRUNCKHORST
Model: Sidekick Xross Bar Lock
Blade Material: CPM154CM
Blade Length: 3.25 inches
Overall Length: 8 inches
Bolster Material: Anodized titanium
Handle Material: Bone Micarta
Website: BronksKnifeworks.com

SPECS+            
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ANDERS HEDLUND
Model: Dagger Folder
Blade Material: RWL-34
Blade Length: 3.5 inches
Overall Length: 7.75 inches
Liner: Titanium
Handle Material: Black pearl/gold/416 stainless
Website: HedlundKnives.com

SPECS+            
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WILLIAM TUCH
Model: Sparrowhawk
Blade Material: CPM S30V
Blade Length: 2.75 inches
Overall Length: 6.25 inches
Frame Material: Titanium
Handle Material: Carbon fiber
Website: TuchKnives.com KI

SPECS+            
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YES! Sign me up for a subscription to Knives Illustrated and American Survival Guide for just $44.95.
That’s 19 issues for a total savings of $104.86 on the cover price.

FILL IT
CUT IT

SEND IT

JUST

SAVE
BIG ONLY $44.95

Or, log on to www.engagedmediamags.com/combo_kiasg and use promo code A593L4V1
or call 800-764-6278 to order your subscription. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery of first issue.

Outside U.S., add $49 per year for postage. Payment in U.S. funds only.

Fill out the order form below and mail it, along with your payment information, to:
Engaged Media Inc., Lockbox # 70253, Philadelphia, PA 19176-9883

Sharpen Your 
Skills with This 
Great Deal
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both Knives Illustrated and 
American Survival Guide 
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RE SCUE

WENGER BLADES PILOT KNIFE
IS NO FLY-BY-NIGHT TOOL

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY KEVIN ESTELA

 TO 
THE
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RE  SCUE
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Right:The Wenger Pilot 
Knife has a deep fuller 
that runs on each flat of 
the blade.

Above:The Wenger 
Pilot Knife features a 
mid-sized blade 5.25 
inches long and 5/32 
inch thick.L ike most kids, I wanted a U.S. 

Air Force pilot’s survival knife 
as long as I can remember. I 

don’t recall when I first saw one, but 
the repeat appearances in Army/
Navy stores, movies, and on my G.I. 
Joes made it a highly desirable knife 
of my childhood adventures.
 
When I was given the opportunity to 
review the new Wenger Blades Pilot 
Knife, I jumped at the chance. Designed 
as a modern pilot’s survival knife, I 
wanted to give it an honest shake and 
see how it would handle real-world 
scenario-based tests. I took it to the 
high desert of Colorado and the damp 
springtime New England forests for a 
wide range of conditions suitable for a 
survival knife evaluation.

Construction
Dave Wenger has earned a reputation 
for making hard-use tools, and the 
Pilot Knife is no exception. Made from 

“DAVE WENGER HAS EARNED A REPUTATION  
FOR MAKING HARD-USE TOOLS, AND THE PILOT 

KNIFE IS NO EXCEPTION.”
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Above: The burlap  
Micarta handle is 
fastened with flared 
copper tubing. You 
can secure additional 
lengths of paracord 
through these holes for 
maximum security in 
the sheath. 

Pilot Survival Knives
While the quality of the early 

pilot survival knives varied with 

the manufacturer, the intent 

and purpose remained the same. 

The surplus knives issued to 

pilots were designed to help 

them survive. The knives were 

large enough for hard use, but 

still small enough to fit inside 

the confines of a cockpit. Since 

my childhood, knife technology 

has improved significantly, but 

the demands of a knife used 

by a downed pilot have not. A 

pilot’s survival knife may be the 

only tool salvaged from a wreck 

and used for a wide variety 

of wilderness tasks. It may be 

needed to convert scavenged 

materials into resources or to turn 

an inhospitable wilderness into a 

refuge until rescue arrives. 

Right: Even after get-
ting a workout on some 
of the most twisted 
woods we’ve seen, the 
Wenger Pilot Knife still 
curled feathers nicely. 

80crV2 steel, the Pilot Knife features 
a mid-sized blade 5.25 inches long and 
5/32 inch thick. The full-exposed tang 
construction is sandwiched between 
burlap Micarta handle scales joined by 
flared copper tubing fasteners. That 
handle has a mildly obtrusive, but 
easily dismissed, self-guard to prevent 
the user from riding the blade. The 
blade has a distinctive fuller machined 
into the flats on each side of the blade 
and a unique serrated spine. Wenger 
uses a Caswell black oxide finish on 
many of his knives, which produces a 
non-reflective smoky black finish. This 
finish lightens with repeated use but 
still offers a level of protection. 

The sheath provided with the Wenger 
Pilot can vary — our sample sheath 
was a two-piece coyote brown 
pancake-style version. It attached to 
the belt with a Blade-Tech Tek-Lok 
and featured hollow rivets on each 
side that can be laced with paracord 
to attach accessory pockets, or a 
single lanyard can be connected to 
the handle of the blade for additional 
security and retention. 

Testing Phase
The needs of a downed pilot will vary 
depending on their status. A civilian 
pilot will not have to worry about the 
same threats as a military pilot. Both 
civilian and military pilots will need to 
deal with the environment and making
a shelter. Both will also have to utilize 
their knife to make tools if resources 
are scarce. We wanted to make the test
authentic, so we worked to address 
basic survival needs a civilian pilot 
could face while awaiting rescue. 

Extraction
It has been said, “Any landing you can 
walk away from is a good landing.” We 
agree, but we also recognize an aircraft 
can become a trap with wires, frame, 
fabric, and other obstacles hampering 
that walk away. We used the Wenger 
Pilot Knife on many different 
materials, including various types of 
rope, reinforced webbing, polymer 
straps, and even some lightweight 
aluminum flashing. Wenger’s edge 
performed well, and the 5.25-inch 
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Contact
WENGER BLADES
(616) 366-1401
WengerBlades.com

Left: We pounded 
the Wenger Pilot Knife 
through locust, knotted 
pine and oak in our 
evaluation, with only 
finish wear to show. 

Left: We used the 
Wenger Pilot Knife to 
build a small wood 
gasifier stove. No dam-
age was done cutting 
through the aluminum 
cans tip-first. 

Left: During testing, the 
Wenger Pilot Knife was 
used to cut reinforced, 
polymer-covered, 1-inch 
webbing.

blade made a single pass through 
most materials.

We used the saw back of the Wenger 
Pilot on different woods and found 
it works best with soft wood and 
notching. As we progressed into more 
dense woods, we really had to bear 
down on the back of the saw to make 
any abrasive cuts. We can’t imagine 
using this in place of a dedicated saw 
for wood clearing but in a limited 
trapping capacity, it will work just fine.   

Woodstove 
Assembly
A fire can be a lifesaver in the woods, 
but if not checked, a fire can burn out 
of control. Construction of a stove may 
be necessary to mitigate the risk of a 
fire in an enclosed shelter. With just a 
few metal cans or some sheet metal, 
a good knife can turn scraps into a 
survival tool. We used some discarded 
cans to make a simple gasifier-style 
stove and poked holes in the steel with 
the Wenger Blade’s strong tip. This 
type of stove creates less smoke than 
your typical hobo stove. The junction 
between the larger can and the smaller 
one was created by making perforated 
holes, then using the edge to “connect 
the dots.” The fit wasn’t perfect, but it 
was close enough to work. No damage 
was done to the 80crV2 blade. 

Fueling the Fire
To feed our woodstove, we created 
smaller chunks of wood with tip-first 
splitting and batoning. We broke our 
wood down to size in the crook of 
a tree used as a leverage point and 
proceeded to break the wood down 
even more until pieces would fit into 
our stove. We used the fine edge to 
create feather sticks, demonstrating 
the ability of this knife to quickly turn 
a large piece of wood into a one-stick 
fire. We also used the Wenger blade 
on some of the worst twisted-grain 
locust, pine and oak we have ever 
seen. We decided to truly stretch 
the potential of the knife and baton 
directly through knots instead of 
doing the more practical thing and cut 
around them. Even with this excessive 
stress placed on the blade, the thick 
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SPECS
Blade Length: 5.25 inches
Overall Length: 9.875 inches
Blade Material: 80CrV2
Blade Thickness: 5/32 inch
Blade Finish: Caswell black oxide
Handle: Burlap Micarta with flared copper fasteners
Sheath: Kydex
MSRP: $375

stock and keen edge showed minimal
wear, and only to the Caswell finish.
We were still able to shave hair o� our
arms after a couple nights of stove-
fuel processing.

General Use
Other than the very task-specific use
in our review, we used the Wenger
Blades Pilot Knife in and around the
kitchen, yard, and on short hikes. We
found it very comfortable in hand
with and without gloves on (Nomex
pilot gloves, of course). We used
the Pilot for slicing meat to make
South African-style biltong and for
processing plenty of vegetables for
salads and stews. After enough use,
like any blade, we had to sharpen the
edge some. A good diamond stone
helped return the edge to where it
should be. We found the flat surface
of the Pilot sheath to be a good place
to stow the folding sharpening stone
behind a piece of bicycle innertube.
Just like the original stacked-
leather pilot knife of our youth, the
stone’s placement just made sense
if the knife were to be carried and
maintained in the field.

A Capable Tool
Overall, we were very pleased with
the Wenger Pilot Knife. We liked the
comfort of the handle, the strength
of the blade, and the performance of
the tip. If there is anything we would
change about the knife, it would
be the configuration of the saw or
the option of the plain spine as we

Below Top: One of
the more demanding
materials we cut
through included wide,
polymer-coated straps
similar to conveyor belt
material.

Below Bottom: We
used the saw back of
the Wenger Pilot on
di�erent woods and
found it works best with
soft wood.

“WE WERE STILL ABLE TO SHAVE HAIR OFF OUR ARMS AFTER
A COUPLE NIGHTS OF STOVE-FUEL PROCESSING.”

didn’t end up using it as much as 
we anticipated. At the very least, 
it is an interesting accent to the 
blade, making it recognizable as this 
style. Our final verdict: This knife 
is absolutely capable as a pilot’s 
last-ditch tool, and it can handle 
just about any situation it may crash 
right into. KI

1:1
ACTUAL

SIZE
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BORN FOR

VERSA TILITY

THE AMTAC BLADES NORTHMAN
PACKS A LOT OF POWER IN A
POCKET-CARRY PACKAGE

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY ARMANDO BASULTO
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A great knife may not be great
in every situation. The rural
workman’s fixed blade with

gut hook may look out of place in
the glass-walled boardrooms of
the big city, and a city slicker’s
3-inch gentleman’s knife with fine
alabaster scales may not stand up
to the farmhand’s daily job duties.

Likewise, it’s even harder for a blade to
fill the bill of being a competent woods
companion and a trusted battle blade.
However, the Amtac Blades Northman,
like its Viking namesake, can just as easily
handle cutting through mountains and
fjords on route to razing and fighting in
the town square, as it can slice through
cardboard boxes in the office mailroom.

The Birth of
the Northman
Created by Bill Rapier, a sought-after
shooting instructor at his school American
Tactical Shooting Instruction (Amtac), the
blade is intended to replace a regular EDC
(everyday carry) knife. Since his courses
often include the integration of pistol,

VERSA TILITY 
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Top Left: The Discreet
Carry Concepts clip
on the Northman
Firesheath locks into
the seam of the front
pants pocket.

carbine and blades, he was in search
of something that would also fill a
combative role.

“I wanted a fixed blade knife that would
reside in my strong-side front pocket
with an inch or two of the pommel
exposed. All other blades like this were
deep-pocket blades,” Rapier explains,
“so the re-sheathing would require two
hands.”

As a guy who spends most of his time
outdoors, working around his mountain
home or on skis in deep snow, he needed
a blade with one-handed accessibility.
The proposed design would also transfer
easily to combative applications. Rapier

approached a friend, known only
as “Northman actual,” for help on
designing the blade. Within a few
weeks, they had created the first
prototype, which was put through
extensive testing in the field. The
collaboration continued with
feedback from knifemaker and
friend, Jake Hoback, and input from
Tom Kier of Sayoc Tactical Group. The
resulting knife became the Amtac
Blades Northman.

The Northman is, from inception,
an easily accessible outdoorsman’s
fixed blade EDC, designed to be
equally useful in a life-and-death
fight. It’s not meant to be a big
survival or bushcraft specialty blade,
but rather a go-to blade for basic
tasks. The choice of M390 steel
is excellent for a workhorse blade
because of its corrosion resistance
and superior hardness, which makes
it difficult to wear down. That same

“THE NORTHMAN IS, FROM INCEPTION, AN  
EASILY ACCESSIBLE OUTDOORSMAN’S FIXED 
BLADE EDC, DESIGNED TO BE EQUALLY  
USEFUL IN A LIFE-AND-DEATH FIGHT.”

Top Right: The 
Firesheath pocket- carry 
allows for quick and 
easy deployment.

Bottom Left/Right: 
In a close-quarters 
defensive scenario, 
the Northman can 
be quickly deployed 
one-handed from the 
pants pocket.
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tough-as-nails hardness can make it a 
bit more challenging to sharpen for the
beginner, but the edge retention on the
Northman keeps it cutting through the 
roughest of jobs. The Northman comes 
lightsaber-sharp out of the box and 
chances are you won’t need to worry 
about that edge going dull anytime 
soon.

The sharp edge of the Northman 
provides 3.5 inches of cutting surface 
for slicing, dicing or slashing. This fine 
edge is great for precision cutting, tight 
corners, or even for camp food prep. 
However, even though the M390 steel 
is tough and wear-resistant, it’s always 
best to save the Northman’s fine edge 
for when you really need it and instead 
opt to use the 1 1/8-inch length of the 
serrated edge for day-to-day chores 
that can be rough on blade sharpness. 

The Amtac Northman 
is an able woods 
companion.

Who is Bill Rapier?

Bill Rapier brings real-world 
experience to blade use in the 
field and in combatives situations. 
Rapier spent 20 years in the U.S. 
Navy SEAL teams with the last 
14 as a member of the Naval 
Special Warfare Development 
Group (DEVGRU). His military 
career included assignments such 
as assaulter, breacher, sniper, 
team leader, troop chief, and 
even time as military working 
dog department senior enlisted 
adviser. His American Tactical 
Shooting Instruction school offers 
some of the most sought-after 
firearms training in the United 
States, with scheduled classes 
filling up as quickly as they can be 
announced. Amtac courses not 
only cover combative pistol and 
carbine but also the integration of 
all weapons, including the blade. 
Courses range from Responsible 
Armed Citizen to Advanced 
Precision Rifle and Women’s Only 
courses. For more information 
on training, contact American 
Tactical Shooting Instruction at 
www.AmtacShooting.com. 

The Power of 
the Sheath
The specially designed Kydex sheath 
is an integral part of the Northman’s 
utility. For ease of access, nothing 
beats reaching down to a front pants 
pocket to get a blade out for one-
handed use. The ubiquitous pocket 
clip has made this type of carry for 
EDC folders so common that it is in 
the muscle memory of anyone who 
carries a knife for work or hobby. The 
Northman Firesheath uses the same 
high-in-the-pocket accessibility and 
applies it to a fixed blade. 

The Northman can be extracted 
and resheathed with easy indexing 
of the point against the pocket 
clip and clicks audibly with a snug 
fit. The specially designed Discreet 
Carry Concepts clip bites into the 

seam of the front pocket securely 
so the sheath will not extract 
with the knife when deployed. To 
remove the sheath at the end of 
the day, the clip disengages easily 
with finger pressure on the inside 
spring.

The Firesheath earns its moniker 
because of the inconspicuous 
integrated ferro rod that runs along 
the edge of the sheath. Gripping 
the sheath in a pinch-grip, the user 
can scrape the embedded ferro 
rod to create fire-starting sparks. 
The backside of the sheath has 
two flaps of high-tension Velcro 
that sandwich together to create 
a hidden pocket. This pocket can 
hide either impregnated cotton/
tinder for the woods, or lockpicks/
handcuff key for urban survival.
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The Firesheath includes
a concealed Velcro
enclosure that can be
used to store emergency
tinder or lockpicks,
depending on the
environment.

The Northman
Firesheath includes an
embedded ferro rod
to use along with the
blade for emergency
fire-starting.

The Amtac Northman
comes with a perfectly
dimensioned training
blade for practice and
drilling of combative
techniques.

Contact
AMTAC BLADES
Email: Bill@amtac
blades.com
AmtacBlades.com

“YOU CAN ALSO GET 
THE NORTHMAN IN 
‘STERILE,’ WHICH  
HAS NO BRANDING, 
MARKINGS OR SERIAL 
NUMBERS ON THE 
BLADE OR SHEATH.”

A Trusted 
Companion  
in a Fight
Emphasizing the combative 
capabilities of the Northman, Amtac 
provides the appropriately sized and 
weighted blue trainer for live force-
on-force training or for practicing 
drills. The training blade feels 
identical to the actual Northman, 
and it fits neatly and snugly into 
the Amtac Firesheath. The user can 
practice drawing it from the pocket 
for defensive use or in conjunction 
with other weapons systems. The 
trainer comes with its own storage 
sheath that can be used to store the 
“live blade” Northman when using 
the training blade.

It is in the real-world fighting 
application of force-on-force training 
that the Northman earns its fighting 
credentials. Rapier notes that unlike 
traditionally carried edged weapons 
on the belt or in the inseam, the 
pocket-carry sheath system and 
small size of the Northman make it 
lightning-fast to deploy in a close-
quarter fight. 

“As I was teaching combatives, the 
knife just jumps out in your hand 
in transitions. If the tip of my long 
gun comes off line due to somebody 
using muscle strength, I just go 
right to that blade because it’s fast 
… faster than a pistol draw from 
concealment, ” Rapier noted when 
training with a rifle in tight quarters. 

The Northman is accessible even 
in bad-breath-range grappling 
encounters; scenarios which make it 
difficult to draw a belt knife or even 
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Bill Rapier, of Amtac 
Blades.

SPECS
Blade Material: M390
Blade Length: 3.5 inches
Overall Length: 6 7/8 inches
Blade Thickness: 5/32 inch
Blade Finish: Diamond-like coating
Handle Material: G-10
Weight: 4.3 ounces (without sheath)
Sheath: Kydex
Sheath Weight: 1.6 ounces
MSRP: $450.00

a pistol. If a fight ends up on the 
ground, the Northman is accessible 
from a variety of positions in which a 
belt-carried knife would be blocked. 
“If grabbed around the waistline 
from the back to lift you, for 
example,” Rapier describes, “the 
Northman would still be accessible 
from my pocket.”

In hand, the Northman feels secure 
and ready for action despite its 
relatively small size. The fingers 
get a good purchase around the 
shaped handle and allow easy grip 
manipulation for delicate work such 
as whittling or for combative grip 
transitions. The generous pommel 
at the heel of the handle allows 
the palm to support the blade for 
thrusting or for punching holes. 

As Rapier explains, “The Northman 
is great at thrusting,” because of its 
spear-point shape, size, and sharp, 
tough edge, “but that is why those 

serrations are on there. You use the 
serrated portion of the blade for 
work chores to save your fine edge 
from wear.”

Ready to Go to 
Work or Battle
Amtac Blades currently offers the 
Northman in several configurations. 
You can get the standard model with 
the serrated edge or opt to go with 
the full-length non-serrated edge. 
You can also get the Northman in 
“sterile,” which has no branding, 
markings or serial numbers on the 
blade or sheath. The sterile models 
are also available in serrated or non-
serrated versions.

From dealing with the hardships of 
wilderness survival to toiling in the 
concrete jungle, the Amtac Blades 
Northman is the tool to have in your 
pocket. Whether that’s a city suit 
pocket or a countryside jeans’ pocket 
is up to you. KI

“IF THE TIP OF MY LONG GUN COMES OFF LINE 
DUE TO SOMEBODY USING MUSCLE STRENGTH, 
I JUST GO RIGHT TO THAT BLADE BECAUSE IT’S 
FAST … FASTER THAN A PISTOL DRAW FROM 
CONCEALMENT.” —BILL RAPIER
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EOS CITY WATER CRISIS
TEXT AND PHOTOS BY EJ SNYDER

EDGE OF SURVIVAL

THE DRIPPY DRIP TO URBAN SURVIVAL WATER

W
ater is life’s blood, 
especially when you 
are on the Edge of 
Survival. It can be a 

matter of life or death, and that’s 
no di� erent when a survival situa-
tion hits in the big city. While trying 
to find water in the wilderness can
have its di�culties and challenges, an
urban-survival scenario o�ers its own
unique set of issues … and solutions.
The Law of 3s about not being able
to survive more than 3 days without
water still applies. What you do to
prepare for an urban-survival situa-
tion, plus the know-how contained
in these great tips will help you with
your water management.

I always advise folks to “jug-up” water

and keep enough on hand and ready
for an emergency. That translates
into 1 gallon per (active) person per
day. We’ve all seen water shuto�s or
alerts to boil water before use, which
makes water consumption much
more di�cult. For those preparing
for emergency weather situations, I
recommend filling up as many con-
tainers as you have, and don’t forget

Above: The toilet 
tank is a clean source 
of water, right in your 
home, as long as you 
haven’t used chemical 
cleaners in it, like the 
ones that turn the 
water blue.

to clean out the tub and fill it up, too.
You will need fresh drinking water, so if
you prepare for the situation, you can
make life much easier for yourself.

Right: Swimming pool 
water is debatable — 
you should use several 
methods to prepare it 
for drinking, if possible.

Far Right: Pond 
water in urban areas 
can contain a lot of 
chemicals to ward off 
insects. Ground run-off 
from the surrounding 
areas may flow in, as 
well, bringing even 
more dangerous waste.
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Hiding in 
Plain Sight
Always having stored water or ways to 
purify water on hand is helpful, just like 
you would in the wilderness. You should 
stock water purification tablets, camp 
filters, and other methods — these 
all help — but if these run out or you 
don’t have them, where else can you 
look? Right in your home! You can get 
water from the toilet tank, which is 
the section behind the bowl, just make 
sure there are no chemical sanitizers in 
it. Never get water from the bowl, as it 
always harbors bacteria, no matter how 
much you clean it. It might be good for 
Fido, but not humans. 

Another source is the hot water heater 
tank, which can hold 50 gallons or 
more of fresh drinking water. It is often 
overlooked. But, be careful and ensure 
it has cooled down before extracting 
it. I found that having a Leatherman 
multi-tool handy for this task helps as 
you have several spots to gain access 
to the water inside that will require 
different tools. Of course, there is 

always the brute force method with 
a good burly knife like a Bowie — just 
pierce the tank and start filling the 
containers. When using this method, 
always make an opening at the top of 
the tank first, to relieve any built-up 
pressure and to create an air hole. 
When you make a hole towards the 
bottom, it will help with easier flow of 
the water out of the tank.

There may be other sources you’ve 
heard about, as well, and some work, 
while others won’t. Definitely avoid 
car radiators because they can contain 
poisonous antifreeze. For those of you 
who have swimming pools, there are 
arguments for and against using pool 
water. Most pools have chemicals to 
keep them clean and uncontaminated, 
but there is also the presence of algae, 
insects, and bird waste. Use caution 
here, you may need several methods of 
preparation before consumption, such 
as a combination of filtering, boiling, 
and distilling to remove enough of the 
chemicals and contaminants. Watch 
out for ponds in urban areas; they tend 

“DON’T RELY ON ACCESS TO TAP WATER OR CITY 
OFFICIALS TO QUENCH YOUR THIRST …”

to be treated with more chemicals 
than pools to ward off insects. They 
also can get water run-off loaded with 
pesticides, fertilizers, and weed killers, 
as well as local pollution. Knowing 
where local ground waters like streams 
and lakes are located can be useful, 
but take precautions before drinking — 
always purify the water.

Make Your Own
Don’t discount other methods, such 
as knowing how to distill water, it can 
be very useful in an urban survival 
situation. You simply fill a container 
with water, place a bowl or a jar in the 
center, turn the pot lid upside down, 
and gently warm the water. The water 
condenses on the pot lid and drips into 
the bowl or jar. It takes a bit of time, 
but provides fresh drinking water. It’s 
a great technique for salt water or any 
questionable water sources. 

A solar condensation still is an urban 
variation of the ground solar still, 
it is a good alternative if you don’t 
have a yard and is simple to set up 
(see picture). Of course, you’ll need 
good sun exposure for it, but it works 
over time. You take a plastic jug filled 
halfway with water, attach a tube to 
the spout, forming an airtight seal and 
keeping it above the water level. You 
then put the tube with a single coil 
facing downward into another shorter 
catch container. You can set up several 
of these easily, in no time. 

Always Be Checking
Fresh, clean drinking water is critical 
to any survival situation and things 
can go south really fast, once 
dehydration hits. Always remember 
the wilderness water-gathering 
techniques as well — they also work in 
an urban environment — rain and dew 
collection, tree tapping, and using 
transpiration bags. You should always 
keep your eyes open for fresh water 
options in an urban-survival scenario, 
as the thirst is real, even in the city. 
Don’t rely on access to tap water or 
city officials to quench your thirst, 
take your water-survival needs into 
your own hands, when you are on the 
Edge of Survival! KI

Web Time
Check out the 
author’s official site at 
EJSnyder.com

Left: Potential water 
sources are everywhere, 
if you know where 
to look and take the 
proper precautions.

Top Right: A solar 
still is simple to create 
and a great way to get 
drinkable water from 
questionable sources.
 
 
 

Center Right: Jug-up 
as much clean, safe 
water as you can to 
prepare for water 
shortages and weather 
disasters. You need 
at least a gallon per 
active person per day. 
 
 

Bottom Right: A hot 
water heater and a 
strong blade will get 
you 50 gallons or more 
of clean drinking water. 
Just wait for it to cool 
down first, and watch 
out for any escaping 
pressure on the first 
strike.
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HARD
USE FOR
HARD INTENT

Instagram:

@Sick_Boy_Knife_Works

Facebook:

@SickBoyKnifeWorks

A LITTLE DEEPER
DIG

City: Wellsville, PA

Education
Background:
Bermudian Springs High
School

Years Making Knives:
4-5 steady

GETTING
PERSONAL

RISING TALENT

TEXT BY JOSHUA SWANAGON, PHOTOS BY JONATHAN MILLER

C
lean lines and hard use 
materials make for a 
sharp presentation.
Jonathan Miller, of Sick 

Boy Knife Works, has worked hard 
over the years, making the move to 
a full-time career in knifemaking 
— and the journey shows in his 
work. Looking like knives that might 
be seen in the next big Hollywood 
blockbuster hit, but functioning like a 
high-quality custom knife, Jonathan is 
making strides into the world of highly 
recognizable cutlery. Blending style 
with function, Sick Boy Knife Works 
has something for the inner Rambo in 
all of us.

01  Big Screen 
Inspiration
After seeing the movie “The Hunted,” 
with Tommy Lee Jones — and having 
already gotten the knife bug from the 
“Rambo” movie franchise — Jonathan 
began making knives in 2008-2009, 
just messing around in his garage. 
Fast-forward to 2014-2015 and 
Jonathan begins to take it seriously, 
making the o�  cial move into full-time 
knifemaking in 2016.

02 The Challenges
With so many new and old knife 

designs available today, Jonathan 
fi nds that it is hard to stay creative and 
fi nd designs that are unique. Because 
of this, it can be di�  cult to fi nd a niche 
in the market and stand out. 

03  Inspiration
As you may have caught earlier, 
Jonathan’s addiction to knives 
began with the movie “Rambo.” For 
that reason, Jimmie Lile (“Rambo” 
knifemaker) has always remained a big 
infl uence for Jonathan. He also looks 
to his family and the personal goals he 
has set for himself for inspiration.

04 The Process
When coming up with a new design 
Jonathan likes to merge previous 
designs in his catalog and morph them 
a bit to fi nd the right design. He used 
to draw out designs on paper before 
starting, but now he either just draws 
a profi le onto his steel with a Sharpie 
and starts cutting, or he utilizes a 
CAD program to come up with more 
complex designs.

05  It’s in the 
Materials
Jonathan likes to keep it fairly simple, 
albeit high quality, when it comes to 
the materials he utilizes to build his 

knives. For the steel, Jonathan prefers 
to work with CPM 154CM stainless 
steel for its toughness, grindability 
and polishing results, while o� ering 
users better corrosion resistance, 
edge retention and toughness. For his 
handle scales Jonathan prefers the 
ruggedness and durability of G-10.

06  Ordering
At the moment, Jonathan’s books are 
closed and he is not taking custom 
orders. However, you can still purchase 
his work through drops on Facebook 
and through dealers. When his books 
are open, the typical wait time will be 
roughly 6-24 months. KI

JONATHAN MILLER OF SICK BOY KNIFE WORKS 
BUILDS KNIVES MEANT TO GET THE JOB DONE
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