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I was asked recently to sum up my year  
— my biggest successes and most memorable 
moments. Perhaps because so much of my 
work is about planning ahead, reflection  
isn’t something that comes easily to me,  
but considering the highs and lows of 2019 
turned out to be a rewarding process. It  
made me realise it’s not the big goal-kicking 
achievements I appreciate in life — the  
quiet, everyday wins are what help me  
feel it’s going my way. 

You could draw an analogy with measuring 
your successes at home. Yes, statement 
purchases bring a certain sense of satisfaction; 
however, there are plenty of smaller design 
considerations to be celebrated that improve 
daily life: the feel of the wooden spoon in  
your hand as you stir your porridge in the 
mornings, the rainhead shower fixture and 
beautiful towels that turn bathing into a 
simple pleasure, the sloped soffit that shades 
your outdoor dining space while letting in just 
the right amount of sunset, or the crisp linen 
that makes getting into bed a real treat. It 
doesn’t matter how much money or time you 
have to spend on your abode — if you focus  
on identifying the little things that make it  
more enjoyable, you’ll be better for it. 

With the summer break on the horizon,  
it feels like a suitable juncture at which  
to contemplate curating a home that suits  
your needs. I’m not going to say a change  
is as good as a rest because, let’s be honest, 
we’re all looking forward to a holiday  
right now. But I do recommend devoting  
some of your downtime to thinking about 
what’s working for you, what could do  
with improvement and how you’re going  
to create your best nest in 2020.
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Take some time to enjoy a book, a drink, a conversation with friends. Sit back and watch the clouds dance across the sky in the warm 

embrace of the Motu outdoor lounge collection from Cove Outdoor.  

Time to escape

Above - Motu 3 seater sofa in cast slate fabric by Cove Outdoor RRP $3,259, Motu 1 seater chair in cast slate RRP $1,499, Adagio coffee table in charcoal aluminium and teak by 
Jati & Kabon RRP $999, Bayliss bistro rug 2.5m x 3.5m RRP $2,699, Pouf by Tribu in velvet oyster RRP $1,719, Ile round side table by Tribu in linen colour and teak RRP $1,379, Lux 
301 umbrella RRP $3,999.
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Dulux, Worth doing, worth Dulux and the Sheepdog device are registered trade marks of DuluxGroup (Australia) Pty Ltd. Due to limitations
of the printing process, images may not represent the true colour. Always confirm your colour choice with Dulux Colour Swatches or Sample Pots.

Life is busy and complex; we’re always on high alert. We begin to crave that
circuit-breaker, the moment that allows us to breathe and reconnect with ourselves.
At the centre of this distraction-free zone we begin to reduce life down to the essentials,
back to the essence of what makes us feel good.

In 2020 allow colour to lead you to the very essence of happiness at home and work.
——

Artwork ‘Peering In (Canopy)’ by Claire Brodie, Studio Gallery Melbourne. Styling Bree Leech. Photo Lisa Cohen.

Explore the Dulux Colour Forecast 2020 and  

order free Large Colour Swatches at dulux.co.nz

Dulux® Colour  

Forecast 2020

The future of interiors
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spring summer 19/20

New season arrivals in store & online now.

This season we take a trip down memory lane with 
a free-spirited frame of mind. The collection sees us 
pairing idyllic orchard tones with delicate weaves, 
youthful gingham, pretty wildflowers and illustrative 
scenes inspired by textile designs of the ‘60s & ‘70s.
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On page 22, we show you 
how to give an outdoor 
courtyard some rough  
love, then style it in two 
seconds flat. 
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Scout
We’ve been shopping for your home.
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TINY HOUSE
The brainchild of Byron Bay couple Jo Fahy 
and Ryan O’Connor, Such Great Heights 
partners with artisans around the globe 
(Amish American woodworkers, Vietnamese 
weavers…) to craft enduring décor and kids’ 
toys like this little pine and rattan Surf Shack.  
It’s ethically made in Indonesia and you can 
buy equally sweet furniture to go in it. 

suchgreatheights.com.au

NEW DIGS
Auckland trove Babelogue has moved into 
snazzy new premises in K’ Road. The fit-out 
by owner Charlotte Rust gives the store/
events space a postmodern, ’80s feel and 
features an on-site coffee bar. Pop in for  
a cup of chino and to admire Charlotte’s 
inimitable discoveries, plus wares from a 
collective of friends, including vintage from 
Tony Downing and jewellery by Meadowlark. 

babelogue.shop 

PRETTY NEAT
An engineer who got into furniture through 
restoring it, Sitting Pretty’s Josh Milward 
makes seating, tables and headboards that 
reference art deco and mid-century design. 
He works and lives his dream in rural Bay  
of Plenty but hits the beach on the regular,  
as his powder-coated steel Shell daybed, 
Shell coffee table and Sunset seat — in  
your choice of colours — might suggest.

sittingprettydesign.co.nz 



TOP CHOICE
You’re anything but short of options with this outdoor Senja sofa by Segers Studio for 
Tribù. The flexible design allows you to combine 13 modules with high or low arms, teak  
or powder-coated aluminum legs, and integrated teak or glazed stone tables positioned 
wherever you want them. Meanwhile, the aluminum frame comes in two hues and the 
all-weather cushions are available in more than 70 fabrics.

dawsonandco.nz

YE PIECE
ter 12 years working in design  
Aotearoa and Australia, Casey 
inefield set off on an adventure  
at ultimately ended in Bali when 
e alighted on an idea and founded 

he Cane Collective. Among its 
donesia-inspired pieces is this 

xcellent Eye See You mirror, which  
both looking glass and art object. 

ecanecollective.co

NOT BAD
An exploration of landscape  
and place, Badlamps’ sculptural 
lighting is offbeat in the best 
possible way. Each lamp is a  
bit of all right handmade with  
all sorts of intriguing debris — 
shells, rocks, leaves, sand and 
stuff — and labelled with the 
coordinates of the spot where  
the materials originated. Their 
creator Karl Bayly is also keen on 
custom orders that incorporate 
sentimental locations or trinkets. 

badlamps.co.nz

Bali Midnight

Ohariu Valley

Natural Linen Gauze

E
Af
in
W
th
sh
Th
In
ex
is

th



STYLE ——  Bookmarks

18   homestyle

Top shelf
Your other favourite reads.

Individual by Jessica Bellef  
(Allen & Unwin, $55)
A woman after our own heart,  
stylist and author Jessica Bellef is 
as interested in the unique lives lived 
in the dwellings she’s discovered as  
she is in the buildings themselves. Her 
first book is a personality-filled tour of 
15 autobiographical Australian homes  
that reflect their owners’ inclinations. 
Reading like good chats with good 
friends, some highlights include  
David, who lives in a shared flat, yet has 
cultivated an interior rich with pieces 
that conjure memories of tenants past 
and present; Sarah and Phil, whose 
place is peppered with pieces of pottery 
and glass uncovered on the grounds  
of their historic cottage; Annie and 
Genevieve, who built their home with 
straw bales and reclaimed materials; 
and Gab and Mick, who like yellow and 
red so much they splashed the colours
onto their walls. Slipped between the
homes are takeaway tips that’ll help
you create your own singular spaces,
including ways to stamp your story
on a rental, and how not to let kids
and pets dictate your décor.

TOP Leah and Wally roll their bikes 
right on in to their warehouse  
turned cubby-house. RIGHT & 
OPPOSITE Eryca and Eddy run  
a vintage furniture store, and their 
charismatic home is an evolving 
curation of iconic bits and bobs, 
complete with a bubblegum-pink 
living room. FAR RIGHT Built in 1976, 
the author’s own abode reminds 
visitors of their childhood. W
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Greco Disco by Luke Edward Hall 
(TeNeues, $95) 
Wunderkind London artist and designer 
Luke is passionately prolific and has 
gained quite the reputation for his 
exuberant aesthetic that blends ancient 
classicism with traditional English style. 
He’s served it up here with his signature 
flourish in a read packed with photos, 
illustrations and a lift-out sketch book. 

Remote Places to Stay by Debbie 
Pappyn & David De Vleeschauwer 
(Gestalten, $120) 
“Accessible remoteness has become  
the new luxury,” say the authors of this 
wanderlust-triggering tome, and ain’t 
that the truth. Getting away from it all 
takes on new meaning at the unparalleled 
stays they profile in locations including 
Iceland, Easter Island, Bhutan and —  
of all places — New Zealand.

All Day Cocktails by Shaun Byrne  
& Nick Tesar (Hardie Grant, $40) 
Offering all of the flavour and none  
of the bad behaviour, the low- and 
no-alcohol drinks featured here are 
filled with fruit, veges, herbs and  
nuts, and underpinned by sustainable 
practices. Written by two Australian 
aficionados, the inventive recipes are 
interspersed with tales and techniques.

Bibliostyle by Nina Freudenberger 
(Hardie Grant, $55) 
What do your books say about you?  
Are you a sentimentalist, an intuitive  
or an arranger? This author posits that 
your reading material tells the story of 
your life, interests and values, and on 
these pages she peruses the private 
libraries, bulging bookshelves and 
reading rooms of bibliophiles worldwide. 

IN BRIEF

Join our Interior Design legacy

Part-time course enrolling now  
for February 2020

ncsid.co.nz

beverage partnerbeverage partner Image:
Kate Maltby-Porteous 

Year One 2019

THE  NANETT E CAMER ON
SCHOOL OF 

INTERIOR DESIGN
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Call it the blues
Time on our hands could be time spent with these

finds in lovely shades of cornflower paired with sand.

THE LOOK Odense top, $329; Niva pants, $329, gregory.net.nz. CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT 1 Make Waves print by Hotel Magique, $95, fatherrabbit.com.  
2 Fairfax chair, $1772, cocorepublic.co.nz. 3 Chambray Tassel throw, $287, kipandco.com.au. 4 Jewel Orb jewellery box, $251, jardan.com.au. 5 Carmo sofa with 
lounging unit, $7789, boconcept.co.nz. 6 Tub jug by Muuto, $198, bauhaus.co.nz. 7 Moon lamp, $540, cittadesign.com. 8 Balloon vase, $149, boconcept.co.nz.  

9 Blue Banana crystal glass object, $350, devonmadeglass.com. 10 Maisy Fringe cushion, $181, jardan.com.au. 11 Pippa cushion cover, $70, cittadesign.com. 

1
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ST YLING 

Juliette Wanty
This sun-drenched courtyard brings 
the feels with a clever textural effect 
that you can try, too.

PHOTOGR APHY  
Wendy Fenwick

Touch 

of paradise

RESENE ——  Paint trends
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BACKDROP Walls and bench seat  
in Resene Lumbersider in Resene  
Half Spanish White, and Resene FX 
Paint Effects Medium mixed with 
Resene Moccasin and Resene Silver 
Chalice; concrete pavers in Resene 
Concrete Stain in Resene Autumn 
Leaves, resene.co.nz. OPPOSITE, 
FROM LEFT Sling Ray chair by Ryder  
Jones, $800, opheliamikkelson.com.  
Temuka vase, $95; 80s Cream vase, 
$65; Temuka Jasperware vase,  
$120; terracotta horse head, $180; 
Saddlebag cushion, $265, babelogue.
shop. Tear Drop cushion cover,  
$79, corcovado.co.nz. Washed  
Woven bolster cushion cover $60, 
cittadesign.com. Tiny kilim cushion, 
$65, babelogue.shop. ADDITIONAL 
ITEMS ABOVE RIGHT Dracena plant in 
White pot, from $120, plantandpot.nz. 
Canvas Taupe outdoor cushion, from 
$130, and Blend Clay outdoor cushion, 
from $170, coastnewzealand.com. 

Resene Half Spanish White Resene Moccasin lver Chalice e
Resene Autumn Leaves

Resene Mother Nature

step above, painting crosses and
blending them in with a cloth.

5. We brought texture to our flooring
too by staining some low-cost concrete
pavers with Resene Concrete Stain
tinted to Resene Autumn Leaves.
Ensure your pavers are clean and dry,
then apply a single coat to each before
leaving them to dry outside. There’ll
be some variation between pavers,
which adds to the effect when you
arrange them en masse. For a more
saturated finish, simply apply two
coats of your stain.

Resene Half Spanish White Resene Moccasin

1. Texture brings soul to spaces —
and not just interior ones. To create
these limewashed-look courtyard
walls and bench seat, apply a basecoat
of Resene Lumbersider tinted to Resene
Half Spanish White. Allow to dry, then
apply a second coat.

2. Mix together 1L of Resene FX Paint
Effects Medium with a 60ml testpot
of Resene Moccasin. For a larger area,
multiply these quantities.

3. Brush the Resene FX Paint Effects
mixture onto your walls and seat in
big cross shapes, making broad strokes.
After completing a small section, use
an absorbent rag to rub and blend the
mixture into the surface, working
quickly before it dries. (You can add
Resene Hot Weather Additive to slow
the drying time if you need to.) Repeat
this in sections until your walls and
seat are entirely covered. Allow to dry.

4. Mix together 1L of Resene FX Paint
Effects Medium with a 60ml testpot
of Resene Silver Chalice. Repeat the

Resene Silver Chalic

Stylist’s tips
The best thing about summer is the 
chance to loosen up and the same  
is true of your styling. Let unfussy 
textural interior items like cushions 
go on day trips to your outdoor 
areas, position other pieces for  
ease of use and embrace the natural 
imperfections of plants to create a 
zone where comfort reigns supreme. 

Get the look

i
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Our pick of the trends from the interiors-fashion frontline. 
On the rise

Run for covers We can’t move fast 
enough to get our hands on the casual 
summery nonchalance of hot-right-
now linen sofa slipcovers. They convey 
an effortless, airy cool that suits all 
sorts of sensibilities, whether you  
prefer a well-tailored version or a 
looser, sheet-like scenario. 

Marble universe Neutral-hued 
marble is undeniably beautiful, but 
there’s a world of super shades coming 

he fore. Introduce them in solid 
umes like the vanity below, with 
entino’s mesmerising Sensa surfaces 
as smaller-scale design objects  

h as our new favourite lights from 
bourne’s Modern Times. 

ipe hype In a bid to pull focus 
d an ever-growing number of 
pting trends, we’ve found ourselves 

ng drawn to one of the simplest: 
pes. Go for clean, refined takes,  

make this timeless graphic motif 
modern by hunting for unexpected 
colour pairings or teaming it with  
block colours.

Greek chic Turn your home 
part-Parthenon through the subtle 
inclusion of ancient-Greece-inspired 
objects such as vases, bowls and busts, 
using Doric-style columns as plinths to 
put hero pieces on display or clustering 
several together to create a sculptural 
vignette. If you really love this look, 
seek out furniture that harks back to 
the architecture of the era.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT Bottega modular sofa, from $4795, cocorepublic.co.nz. Linen couch cover, $158, etsy.com/shop/sandsnowlinen. Clarion display  
suite bathroom by SJB, sjb.com.au. Uplight by Henry Wilson, $2991, moderntimes.com.au. Sensa Orinoco surface, POA, cosentino.com. Bermuda light by Marz Designs,  
$908, moderntimes.com.au. Cooperage Round dining table and stools, POA, fortstandard.com. Round storage box by Oyoy, $45, teapea.co.nz. Pillowslip set, $117;  
duvet cover, from $257/single, dazedbutamazed.com. Blinds No 5 print by Kristina Krogh, $154, theposterclub.com. Apollo statue, $533, and Greek vases, from $84,  
by HK Living, houseoforange.com.au. Hestia bowl, $65, doiydesign.com. Ph
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In her new book, Our Spaces,  
Alana Broadhead opens the  
door to impeccable local  
homes and invites you to…

Come

INTERVIEW 

Alice Lines

PHOTOGR APHY  
Michelle Weir on  in
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Finding great books devoted to New 
Zealand architecture is as easy as  
pie, but when it comes to those on 
contemporary New Zealand interiors,  
it can be a different story. As editor of 
online journal The New and owner of 
Waihi Beach homeware store Sunday, 
Alana Broadhead couldn’t help but notice 
the discrepancy. In response, she’s 
created a coffee-table book to showcase 
the coming of age of our interiors, 
which she says have moved out of an 
awkward teenage phase to become more 
worldly, confident and discerning. 

So, Alana, how was editing Our Spaces 
similar or different to curating your 
website, The New? The New has always 
been about taste-making design that 
just happens to be from New Zealand.  
I don’t share it just because it’s from 
New Zealand; it has to be able to stand 
proudly on a global stage, and the same 
is true of the homes in Our Spaces —  
you could easily open an international 
interiors book and see them there. 

In curating Our Spaces and The New, 
I’m always looking for the X factor — 

unique little touches I’ve not seen 
elsewhere and that 5% extra magic.  
I’m turned off by anything that’s too 
trendy. There are plenty of on-trend 
elements in Our Spaces, but I wanted 
readers to be able to leaf through it in 
five years and still find inspiration. I like 
to call it ‘timeless but right on time’. 

What was your vision for this book?  
I wanted Our Spaces to have a Pinterest- 
like digestibility — to be not too wordy 
and have hundreds of images, tips  
and takeaways. I also wanted it to be 
more aspirational than instructional. 
The person reading Our Spaces wants 
to be given some new insights and ideas, 
but they’re also smart enough to glean 
their own from the photographs.

In saying that, although I had this idea 
of an image-rich, text-light coffee-table 
book, I didn’t want it to be purely about 
aesthetics. I’m passionate about the 
notion that design is the art of living 
well, so I wanted to touch on minimalism 
and intentional design, and how these 
approaches can enhance our lives.  
Why you should buy less, but better,  

for example, and why you should be 
very intentional in what you choose  
to surround yourself with.

What other themes emerged along the 
way? That the definition of luxury is 
changing. These days, luxury isn’t 
excess or expense — it’s time, presence, 
meaning, beauty. We can design our 
homes to embody our own definition  
of luxury. 

Another key theme is confidence.  
The spaces included in the book are 
nuanced reflections of the people 
who’ve made them. It’s about knowing 
who you are, being self-assured in  
what you like and what you value,  
and reflecting those things in your 
home, irrespective of trends. 

Another common thread is that  
good things take time. Crafting a home 
with soul is a long game — it’ll take 
years to create, so have patience and 
layer slowly.

Is there such a thing as a ‘New Zealand’ 
interior aesthetic? Architecturally there 
are some typologies, but in interiors it’s > 

ABOVE LEFT A wall light by Douglas & Bec and a thick granite benchtop make a strong statement bolstered by neutrals in this bathroom. ABOVE MIDDLE Having ditched  
any strategic planning for the interior of their Mt Maunganui home, Paper Plane founders Krista Plews and Timothy John began with a white canvas and follow their instincts 
when adding new and pre-loved items to it. ABOVE RIGHT The gallery hang on the wall in homestyle editor Alice’s son Ted’s bedroom centres around a vintage paint-by-
numbers artwork. OPPOSITE “Contemplative, calm spaces are a counter to today’s hectic world,” says Alana. 
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becoming harder to define a New 
Zealand aesthetic. Every year, we 
diversify more and more, which is 
exciting. You can sometimes pick a New 
Zealand home by a piece of furniture  
or lighting that’s become popular here. 
More often than not, these are local 
pieces, which I think is lovely because  
it shows we’re developing a lexicon  
of our own design icons. 

One thing I believe we do brilliantly  
in New Zealand is ‘informal excellence’. 
We know how to deliver clean and 
classy in a casual, down-to-earth way. 
I’d say that’s a signature of New Zealand 
design — refined but relaxed. 

We love that in the book you celebrate 
small interior moments as much as 
whole rooms — what’s the secret to 
styling beautiful and purposeful 
vignettes? I love an interior moment, 
because it doesn’t matter if you’re 
renting, have limited funds or share 
your home with a messy family —  
you can create one anywhere. There 
are some basic styling principles that 
will help you get started: go for odd 

rather than even numbers of items;  
try objects of varying heights; and pick 
one piece as the focal point, then gather 
others around it. But my best advice? 
Just have a play. Move things around, 
stand back, take a photo, rinse and 
repeat. Actually, there’s something 
about looking at photos that instantly 
helps your clarity and objectivity —  
you can swipe through and get a clearer 
feel for your favourite. 

I also love to think about where in the 
house the sunlight hits at various times 
of the day, then create a moment in that 
place. The interplay of light and shadow 
sprinkles magic on an otherwise 
ordinary scene. 

What do you think is essential to 
creating a meaningful interior? The  
key is to be true to you. Plan and design 
your home with intention but don’t 
follow anyone else’s ideals. There’s  
a saying that goes, “Style… is just a 
matter of being yourself on purpose.”  
I love that. I think that’s why the homes 
in Our Spaces resonate with me so 
much — you can feel the realness.

What does living well at home mean  
to you? To me, it means consciously 
designing a home for the life I want to 
live in it. Regardless of budget, we can 
make choices in terms of decorating and 
layout that will enhance our wellbeing 
and inspire us to live better. Eliminating 
tiny annoyances creates a life that feels 
and flows better; you might put up some 
stylish hooks in your bathroom so your 
clothes don’t get dumped on the floor  
when you shower, or instead of having 
three teapots clattering around in the 
cupboard, just have one beautifully 
made one that you use every day. 

Living well at home also means 
elevating the everyday to make mundane 
rituals more special and joyful — not
saving things for a special occasion, but
making your life the special occasion.  

ABOVE LEFT Gem Adams, stylist and owner of Hastings store Blackbird Goods, chose dusky pink Resene Rascal for her daughter Margot’s room, which works beautifully with 
Gem’s succinct selection of timber pieces, a sweet wreath by Mark Antonia and an antique rug. ABOVE MIDDLE Hamilton stylist Erena Te Paa finds a pale palette sets a tone 
that brings her closer to contentment. ABOVE RIGHT Mural wallpaper from Anthropologie adds a painterly quality to this structured dining space in the Wellington home of 
Unna Burch of The Forest Cantina. 

Our Spaces: 
Contemporary New 
Zealand Interiors 
by Alana Broadhead 
(Godwit, $70).
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STATELY CHIC In interior 
designer Amy de Court’s 
Auckland dining room,  
a contemporary, custom- 
made window seat doubles 
as handy storage below  
a bank of classic bifolds.
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ST YLING 
Juliette Wanty

Secret 
recipe
Every family needs a 
blueprint for a delicious 
go-to and the kitchen 
that’ll serve it well.

THE FAMILY LAYOUT
Tried-and-true instructions for a 
family-friendly kitchen often begin with 
an L-shaped configuration. Formed  
by two connected runs of cabinetry, it 
creates an efficient working triangle that 
allows uninterrupted movement from 
sink, to cooktop, to fridge. In the absence 
of an island, here there’s ample room for 
everyone, a dining table and a homework 
nook to simplify supervised study when 
you’ve got everything else on the boil.

THE LOOK
Family meals can be hectic, so this 
kitchen sets a soothing mood with  
a colour palette expressed in timeless 
timber, natural stone and calm concrete, 
materials that are as practical and 
hard-wearing as they are pleasing  
to the eye. Rich with dark and 
crystalline tonality, the benchtop  
inches up the wall to effortlessly  
form a low-slung splashback. 

THE APPLIANCES
Modern functionality meets minimal 
form in our chosen appliances by Fisher 
& Paykel, their pared-back black finish 
adding visual contrast but not clutter. 
An integrated column fridge and freezer  
sit discreetly within the tall cabinetry, 
offering multiple modes including 
soft-freeze for quick thawing, while  
the double DishDrawer™ has a sanitise 
mode to combat 99.9% of bacteria. The 
self-cleaning pyrolytic oven features 
non-tip shelves for easy handling of hot 
dishes, and the induction cooktop heats 
only your pots and pans, not the surface 
itself, so it’s safe for curious little hands. 
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MAIN APPLIANCES & BACKDROP, FROM LEFT Fisher & Paykel 61cm Left-Hinge Integrated Column freezer, RS6121FLJK1 RRP$13,999; Fisher & Paykel 61cm Right-Hinge 
Integrated Column refrigerator, RS6121SRK1 RRP$13,999; Fisher & Paykel 60cm Black Built-In coffee machine, EB60DSXBB1 RRP$3999 (available in early 2020); Fisher & Paykel 
60cm 85L 11-Function Pyrolytic Black Built-In oven, OB60SD11PB1 RRP$3799; fisherpaykel.com. Cork wall lining, portugalcork.co.nz. Seasoned Oak cabinetry, POA, melteca.net. 
Wall in Dulux St Andrews, dulux.co.nz. Sensa benchtop in Glacial Blue, POA, cosentino.com. OTHER ITEMS, FROM TOP LEFT Bookend sculpture by Kristina Dam Studio, $435, 
capricho.co.nz. Bruno Bobble stool, $939, sorenliv.com. Itamae dining table by Tolv, $3179, dawsonandco.nz. No B9 Le Corbusier chair, $534, thonet.co.nz. JH5 pendant light 
by Jaime Hayón for &Tradition, $579, dawsonandco.nz. Curved Horn bowl, $500, asili.co. Formakami No 18 Bentwood chair, $458, thonet.co.nz. Stone espresso cups  
by Rachel Carter, $44 each, kaolin.store. Kinto Brim teapot, $109, fatherrabbit.com. Bulb vase by Gidon Bing, $350, capricho.co.nz. All other items stylist’s own.

Snazzy 
seasonings

90cm Integrated
Built-In rangehood,

HP90IDCHX2 RRP$1499,
fisherpaykel.com.

Coffee percolator by Gidon 
Bing, $130, capricho.co.nz. 

R10 500mm Designer sink 
by Burns & Ferrall, $599, 
plumbingworld.co.nz.

Intuitive brew
A built-in, barista-style coffee
machine (seen here above the
oven) means one less item on
your benchtop, and with 13 
beverage options, this pick  
lets you customise your cuppas 
every which way — and save 
your favourite settings.

LeVivi Aspen gooseneck sink 
mixer with flexi-hose, $499,  

plumbingworld.co.nz.

14 Place Setting Double 
DishDrawer™ dishwasher, 
DD60DDFB9 RRP$2799, 

fisherpaykel.com.

90cm 5-Zone Induction 
cooktop with SmartZone, 
CI905DTB3 RRP$3499, 

fisherpaykel.com.

enspe goosene



Auckland Showroom
23 Davis Crescent, Newmarket | 09 526 0136

Wellington Showroom
1 Antilles Place, Grenada Village | 04 568 9898

Available from leading bathroom retailers. Visit plumbline.co.nz/wheretobuy

A modern vanity collection with a  French Country twist.
LINEA 
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Travel with us to Uganda  
to meet a couple of Kiwi aid 
workers whose life is a wild 
adventure. We join them  
at home on page 42.
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Painter Grace Bader’s process can’t be  
pinned down, but one thing’s for sure in  
her studio: there’ll always be music playing.

Unchained melody

INTERVIEW 

Alice Lines

PHOTOGR APHY  
Larnie Nicolson
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Artist Grace Bader’s studio is on 
Auckland’s Karangahape Road, but  
she always has sketch books with her 
so, actually, the world is her workplace. 
Having moved to Auckland in 2014 after 
some time spent living in London, she 
says her environment and the people in 
her life all affect her work in some way. 

Grace, was there a pivotal moment 
when you landed on painting? I’ve 
painted since I was a little girl. My 
family has always encouraged me to  
be creative, which I’m thankful for. 

You’re working towards a solo show at 
Melanie Roger Gallery in early 2020 — 
are you exploring certain themes for it? 
There are a few, which have evolved and 
change as the collection grows; often 
what starts as an idea shifts during the 
process. I thoroughly enjoy exhibiting.  
I understand that I can’t control what 
people take away from the work and 
that in itself is special to me. 

Your process involves a lot of sketching. 
Do you work from still life or figurative 
references? I have a vast range of 
resources that I reference. I think  
that’s really important as it expands  
and grows my practice.

From sketch to finished painting, how 
do your works take shape? There isn’t > 

GO DEEP The untitled  
works photographed for  
these pages are both pieces in 
progress and others exhibited 
in previous shows. Grace 
creates a textural background 
before gradually layering oil 
paint onto each canvas, a 
process that creates weight 
and depth. 
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a prescribed method for each work.  
I have hundreds of drawings and  
not all of them transition to painting. 
Sometimes a work will start with  
the intention of experimenting and 
other times it’ll be extending a 
particular language.

You have a great eye for colour —how  
do you select your palettes? I’m actively 
interested in colour. It’s very intuitive, 
and each work is an opportunity for 
investigation. Rather than being drawn 
to specific colours, I’m more interested 
in how they relate to each other and 
how they layer.

What tools can you not do without? 
Turps! Plus coffee, water, cigarettes  
and music; I’m really interested in the 
psychological effects of classical music. 

Do you have any daily routines that  
set you up for time in the studio? I walk 
from my home to my studio, which is 
nice. It gives me space to clear my head 
and think about how I’ll apply my time. 

Where do you find inspiration outside  
of the studio? Painting and drawing  
fuel me, so I’m thankful that I never 
have to convince myself to go into  
the studio. I’m quite a reflective person 
— something as simple as a leaf may  
start a train of thought.  
gracebader.com;  
melanierogergallery.com

BODY OF WORK Grace uses 
still life and the body as her 
subject matter to examine 
spatial tensions, preferring  
not to introduce narratives 
into her work.



Chinois Woven Bamboo blinds 
exclusively available from Artisan.

Twelve beautiful weaves to choose from.
Auckland        Christchurch
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Where others see trash, 
Berlin-based designer 
Sophie Rowley sees 
treasure, for the benefit  
of people and the planet.

WORDS 

Claire McCall

PHOTOGR APHY  
David Born

MATERIAL

GAIN
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It’s a gigantic geographical and cultural
leap from Auckland’s leafy Titirangi to
the gritty buzz of Berlin, but material
designer Sophie Rowley’s calling —
turning waste into designer objects
— would be much appreciated in her
childhood stomping ground. Sophie,
who lives in an apartment in the
German city’s Prenzlauer Berg area,
takes a global view of her profession.
That’s not surprising — she moved
with her family to Germany in her
high-school years, studied textile
design in Berlin, then embarked on
a master’s course in London, where
she experimented with new materials
across various mediums and design
fields. A stint at British artist Faye
Toogood’s studio was followed by an
eye-opening time at an innovation
hub in Mumbai, India. Today, the
development of her own ideas
sees her transforming ‘worthless’
materials into covetable products.

Sophie, what exactly is a material
designer? Basically, I work with soft and
solid materials and am not restricted by
an expected outcome or to an industry
in which the object, surface or design
should fit. For example, I often get asked
by companies to find ideas for recycling
their production waste. It’s helpful that
I have such a diverse background as I
can think across borders. Sometimes,
a new recycled material would be more
useful in a different industry.

Why focus on sustainability? In times  
of declining natural resources, we’ll be 

increasingly challenged to find ways  
of working with non-virgin materials, 
rather than extracting more of our 
planet’s finite goods. Waste is our  
only growing resource. 

In the past, many recycled materials 
were developed by engineers, so  
they were driven by scalability and 
practicality, rather than aesthetics.  
For me, aesthetics play an important 
role; even if a material is recycled, it  
has to be desirable. I like the challenge 
of working on something ‘ugly’ until  
it transforms. I aim to prove that it’s  
not necessarily the material source  
that decides value, but how we work 
with that material. Through melting 
down polystyrene, for instance,  
you might create some really cool 
effects that you can’t achieve with  
a natural material.

We love your Bahia Denim side tables 
and stools — tell us about those. Bahia 
Denim is named after the Brazilian  
blue marble Azul Bahia and gives the 
visual illusion of marble. It’s made  
from post-consumer denim waste;  
the cut pieces are layered, adhered  
and carved to create intricate patterns, 
the variation in size, shade, colour and 
texture making the designs unique.  
It was developed as part of a study 
surrounding generic household waste. 
Through applying a set of industrial  
and craft techniques, I experimented 
until the materials simulated natural 
materials, like stone or wood. 

Lightweight yet durable, it allows for 
such diverse applications as furniture, > 

OPPOSITE Sophie with a stool 
from her Bahia Denim series. 
LEFT One of her textural Khadi 
Frays, artworks she makes from 
hand-spun, handwoven cotton 
and linen fabrics called khadi 
that she dyes in her bathtub. 
BELOW Experiments with  
waste glass, fabrics, CDs,  
foams and more. Successful 
samples are then scaled up  
into new materials. 
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wall panelling and surfaces for interiors. 
I’ve made some side tables from flat 
slates of Bahia Denim and an organic-
shaped stool where the material is 
applied to a curved surface.

Are any of these pieces in production?  
I sell my Bahia Denim objects through 
galleries or to museums; they’re 
currently too expensive to make for  
a larger production. I do create the 
material on a bigger scale to be sold as 
panels, but because it’s such a manual 
process, it’s quite expensive and retails 
at almost triple the price of marble.  
I’m researching how I can improve  
the process so it can be scaled easily  
and trying to find the right partners  
to do this with.

How does living in Berlin inform your 
work? Berlin is a diverse and open place, 
and I find it inspirational. It’s relaxed  
in comparison to other European cities, 
and more spacious and less expensive, 
which has allowed me to create bigger 
work than when I was living in London. 

What’s your apartment like? After a 
nomadic few years, moving back to 
Berlin has allowed me to set up a home  
I can fill with items I’ve accumulated: 
collections from my travels, found 
objects, gifts from designer friends, 
anything made of a mysterious material 
that has a strong personal connection.  
I have a turquoise-green cast-aluminium 
chair by Faye Toogood that’s a reminder 
of my time in London. In India, I felt 
drawn towards warmer colours and 
handmade works, and brought a lot  

of homeware back — crafted objects  
with a more primitive aesthetic.  
These pieces have soul. 

Is it tough to survive as a material 
designer? Europe’s a nice place to be 
based and I’ve set up a great network; 
I’m also hoping to do more work in  
New Zealand and would love to find 
collaborators and receive bespoke 
commissions. [In Europe] there’s  
a lot of interest in new materials  
from architects and retail designers  
who want to use more conscious, 
meaningful and exclusive materials  
in their spaces. Clients are beginning  
to understand that these values come 
with extra costs but allow them to be  
at the forefront of developments and  
to stand out. 

Developing new materials is costly 
and can take years. When working  
with waste, the inconsistency of the 
material can be tricky; for example,  
for a new material I’m working on, 
made from recycled glass, it’s important 
that all of the glass comes from the  
same source. 

What do you hope for the future? To 
see more of my materials implemented 
in spaces and architecture, and to  
work on bigger-scale projects. It’d be 
great to save a huge amount of waste 
material from ending up in landfill  
and to really have an impact. I see the 
objects I make as communicators that 
carry ideas in the form of a product. 
They’re nice pieces that tell a cohesive 
material narrative.  
sophierowley.com

RIGHT When crafting her Khadi 
Frays, instead of building up 
the material thread by thread, 
Sophie uses a solid block of 
multiple weaves as the starting 
point. “Through eating into 
these material blocks, multi-
dimensional textures are created, 
gradually dwindling down to 
the base layer,” she says. “The 
differences in weight and tension 
of the warp and weft leads to 
subtle variations in shade and 
reflections on the surfaces. 
Through this technique,  
modest fabrics becomes  
intricate arrangements.”



Sustainable design ——  PEOPLE

“I see the objects I make as communicators  
that carry ideas in the form of a product.” 



PEOPLE ——  At home with

42   homestyle

These Kiwi aid workers spent six years in 
Uganda. We were lucky enough to visit them 
before they moved back to New Zealand. 

Our world
WORDS 

Holly Jean Brooker

PHOTOGR APHY  
Helen Manson
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For Helen and Timothy Manson, the saying ‘Home is where  
the heart is’ couldn’t be more true. After spending half their 
married life in Aotearoa, the remarkable couple relocated their 
love to the most unexpected of places — Uganda, East Africa.

Home to some 43 million people, Uganda is a world away 
from the safe New Zealand suburbs Helen and Timothy were 
raised in, but they’ve created something equally special for 
their children Hope (5), Eva (4) and Maz (2). “This house is  
our haven,” says Helen. “When we walk in the door, we take  
a deep breath in.”

Located in a gated compound on a hill in Uganda’s capital, 
Kampala, the two-storey, three-bedroom home is a relaxing 
retreat in which to escape the intensity of the bustling streets 
below — not to mention Helen’s job as a freelance humanitarian 
photographer and storyteller for NGOs and non-profits in 35 
countries, and Timothy’s as country director at Tutaona, an 
organisation that provides trauma rehabilitation services for 
people affected by war in Uganda and Iraq. Open and light,  
it’s a fusion of white and wood, the Mansons having bucked 
the local trend by forgoing colour in favour of whitewashing 
the entire house. 

“Other expats lived here before us, so the interior was quite 
tired with lots of different paint colours and pieces of furniture 
left behind,” says Helen. “We threw out 13 bags of trash the 
day we moved in! Then we painted everything white, top to 
bottom — a bit of a risk in a country renowned for its red dust.” > 

TOP LEFT From top left: Eva, Tim, Maz, Helen  
and Hope. TOP RIGHT The giant world map in the 
entryway is a fantastic conversation starter, while the 
pendant lights throughout the house are inexpensive 
chicken baskets that Helen cleverly repurposed. 
OPPOSITE African drums are used as side tables.



PEOPLE ——  At home with

44   homestyle

“We’ve had poisonous insects 
inside the house and snakes  
on the compound, so we’ve  
broken a few brooms. You  
just have to laugh.”

LIVING Helen bought the 
locker in the lounge on the 
side of the road, from a 
pothole repair man who’d 
been using it for his staff’s 
personal items. “I told him  
I loved it and he replied that  
it was disgusting, asked why 
on earth I’d want it, then  
sold it to me for NZ$40,”  
she says. “It took seven  
men to lift it inside.” 
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To maximise the light in the living area, the couple opted  
to go without curtains, which also sees the family more in 
tune with nature’s rhythm. Speaking of the sun, Helen says 
tiled floors are a necessity. “The temperature is a glorious  
270C year-round. In the six years we’ve been here, I’ve only 
seen carpet once.” 

Without the abundance of homeware stores she and Tim 
were used to, perfecting their interior has required patience. 
“We’ve had almost every single piece of furniture custom-
made, working with carpenters, furniture makers and artisans 
to bring our home to life by showing them sketches or pictures 
torn from magazines of things we wanted,” says Helen. 

It hasn’t just been about sourcing what’s on trend, though. 
“The unique way of life here inspires my interior style. Two  
of our children are Ugandan and I want our home, no matter 
where we are, to reflect their African heritage.”

In this hot climate, the family typically lives with their 
doors and windows wide open, the sun pouring in along  
with a balmy breeze. Most of their time at home is spent 
hanging out on the deck, and dinner is typically cooked  
on the barbecue, with a mat laid on the ground for the  
kids to plonk down and eat on between bike rides around  
the compound. 

“It’s pretty relaxed,” says Helen. “Five o’clock is my 
favourite time of day because it’s when Tim comes home on  
a boda-boda [motorcycle taxi]. We debrief on the day while > 

TOP “The pieces we own are quite hard-wearing, 
which means I don’t have to stress about the kids 
breaking anything,” says Helen, who travels every  
six weeks and loves to bring back pieces from the 
places she visits — a vase from Ghana, a bowl from 
India, kitchenware from Bangladesh… ABOVE In  
Maz’s room, pieces crafted in Africa combine with  
a Moroccan rug. 
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jumping on the trampoline with the kids, then Tim and  
I watch them play as the sun sets behind us. It’s the best.” 

Helen says the balcony is her favourite place in which to get 
away from it all. “It overlooks our lush front garden, the city 
beyond us and the hundreds of birds that fill the sky. On the 
balcony we’re somewhat removed from the pollution, smells 
and sounds of the city and can enjoy the view with just a 
background hum.”

Make no mistake, however — it’s not all peace and tranquility  
in this house, and Helen has her fair share of outrageous stories  
to share about the reality of life in Africa. “One night, I was 
lying in bed with seven-month-old Eva when I noticed there 
was a rat wrapped around her head trying to eat the mattress! 
Tim was away at the time, so I had to attempt to kill it myself. 
We’ve had poisonous insects inside the house and snakes on 
the compound too, so we’ve broken a few brooms. The power 
goes out on average twice a week for an indeterminate amount 
of time, and the water goes out about once a month. You just 
have to laugh and find a way around it.”

Incidents aside, Helen and Tim say this is an amazing place 
in which to raise their children, where they can do most of the 
things typical Kiwi kids do, including adventure and explore. 
“They can run buck wild outside in the protected compound,” 
says Helen. “It’s where they’ve learned to ride bikes, swung 
from the trees, played in the dirt. It’s a safe place in a city that 
can feel all-consuming.”  

TOP RIGHT A locally made fire pit, swings from Ikea 
and a trampoline brought over from the US make  
the garden a popular place to be. “We have monkeys 
in our backyard that watch the kids as they play,”  
says Helen. “It’s fun to spot and chase them, or just 
let them sit up high in the trees and watch us while 
we watch mongooses run through the yard and  
listen to the ibis birds.”
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and elegant aesthetic, through an 
innovative new paint technology.

Available in FlaxPod®  and TidalDrift®,  
COLORSTEEL® Matte brings new 
depth and character to these 
distinctive COLORSTEEL® colours. 

Bring your design vision to life. 
Visit colorsteel.co.nz

Introducing the new  
Matte range.

Design without compromise.





homestyle   49

Homes
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One of multiple bathrooms in  
a big mid-century beauty, this 
renovated space blends new 
accents with existing gems. 
Turn the page for more.
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 This multifaceted family home in 
a special coastal spot is all set to 
be filled with precious memories.

 Treasure 
chest

WORDS  
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 PHOTOGR APHY 

Sean Fennessy
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When a covetable clifftop property overlooking the ocean goes 
up for sale for the first time in 35 years, eyes near and far fall  
on the prize. In the case of this beachside beauty in Australia’s 
Portsea, it was a lucky local couple who ultimately struck gold. 

The happy acquisition was the next step in their multi-
generational journey in the coastal town near Melbourne. The 
parents of one of the homeowners had a home here for many 
years that was a cherished destination for extended-family 
holidays. Later, the couple took on and slowly renovated the 
property, and now this move just a few blocks away sees them 
beginning an exciting new chapter.

When they took the helm of the two-storey mid-century 
home, it was structurally shipshape, with a sun-drenched 
northern aspect, a view of the waves and access over the rocks 
to the sand and boat moorings below, but the interior was tired 
and bland. Beige on beige with outdated fittings was not going 
to work — it was time once again to renovate. 

“We wanted to respect the home’s character, but give it some 
personality and a more contemporary, relaxed feel — a reflection 
of the way we like to live,” says one of the homeowners. Charged 
with turning the tide was Melbourne architectural and interior 
design practice Studio Esteta, who came on board after co- 
director Sarah Cosentino was introduced to the couple by a 
mutual mate. “A close architect friend of mine is also a family > 

ABOVE RIGHT The custom-made door handle is both a personal and a nautical touch at the front door. Designed in collaboration with the homeowners and to reference the 
site’s coastal surroundings, it was made from brass pieces sourced from around the world by ‘designer and finder’ Suzie Stanford, whose work sees her transform and upcycle 
the discarded into enchanting bespoke creations. 



LIVING “We’ve been fortunate 
enough to visit the house and 
experience its beautiful calming 
effect in summer and the cooler 
months,” says Sarah. “There’s 
something very special about 
watching the ocean while rugged 
up by the fire.” Key pieces in this 
ground-floor living space include 
an artwork by Waldemar Kolbusz 
and a PP130 Circle chair by Hans 
J Wegner.
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DINING/BAR Working harmoniously with the crazy paving, the Orazio 
Gold marble from Cairns Marble & Granite lining the monolithic bar 
downstairs has a subtle link to the sand along the coastline. Much of  
the home’s new furniture and lighting was sourced through vintage 
ateliers, including the 1967 Semi pendant lights by Claus Bonderup  
and Torsten Thorup for Gubi that hang in the living areas downstairs  
and up. This Reverse 50 dining table is by Andreu World and the  
striking floor planter is by Steven John Clark of denHolm.
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THE 
PROJECT

This six-bedroom home in  
Portsea, Australia has been 
renovated for its owners and  
their extended family.



ENTRY Turning what was dead 
space into the foyer’s defining 
feature, the American oak timber 
battens that surround the new 
stairwell pay tribute to the era 
and maintain sight lines to the 
bar and view outside. Hanging 
above the couple’s characterful 
vintage straw planter is an 
artwork by Harris Smith. 
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friend of theirs,” says Sarah. “He felt our design ethos and 
appreciation of mid-century design would align nicely —  
and they did!” 

With history top of mind — both the home’s and the family’s 
— Studio Esteta chose to leave the dwelling’s footprint 
untouched but sensitively modify the spatial arrangement 
within it to create a chic safe harbour for the pair tailored to 
their love of playing host. Many of the original details were 
retained or used as points of reference, such as the glazed 
mosaic tiles that couldn’t be salvaged but instead inspired  
the palettes of the home’s five bathrooms. The couple also  
took inspiration from a favourite painting of the local 
boatsheds that they’ve had for many years. The artwork  
by Melbourne artist Sally Joubert is now a highlight in the 
living area on the first floor.

Their orientation already maximising the view, the existing 
kitchen, dining and living areas stayed put on the home’s upper 
level. The ground floor, however, was completely reimagined 
with the introduction of a timber-framed stairwell; a breakfast 
nook, bar and second living area; plus a window that provides 
a new view of the Portsea Pier. Crazy paving in these areas 
enhances the visual flow between home and garden. 

As well as the architecture, Studio Esteta took on the interior 
design, and the furniture specification and styling too, imbuing > 

TOP The home’s understated character was honoured during the renovation, which employs sympathetic material and colour palettes inspired by this artwork by Sally Joubert 
in the upstairs living area. Although the renovation hasn’t been completed for long, Sarah says the house already has a strong sense of home, a contributing factor being the 
array of art and collectables the couple has curated. One of the homeowners says they’ve chosen to keep the décor “simple, comfortable and not too precious. We only ever 
choose furniture and artwork we love, and somehow they all work together.” Vintage finds include this coffee table and armchair from Angelucci 20th Century.
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each space with a deep connection to the environment  
without resorting to any of the usual coastal clichés. The material 
palette layers various tactile elements — including bagged and 
whitewashed walls; warm, welcoming wood; and natural stone 
accents reminiscent of the glistening coastline — that work 
together to produce an effect that’s arresting but unfussy.  
It’s balanced by the sophistication evident in the clean lines 
and abundant light, and the pale colour palette that forms a 
calming, neutral backdrop for the couple’s artworks, ceramics 
and other treasures — and, of course, that view.

With Portsea Beach below the house, the pier within arm’s  
reach and Port Philip Bay beyond, for this pair, a walk or a  
swim before breakfast is essential, whatever the season. In the 
weekends their three adult children, based in Melbourne, often 
come to stay with their own offspring, and in summer it’s an open 
house with both family and friends welcome to come and go. 

“It makes for a very relaxed lifestyle only an hour and a half 
from Melbourne,” says one of the homeowners. “Many of our 
friends and family members can’t believe the transformation. 
Others can’t stay away — they love it here as much as we do.”

“We’ve had a lot of positive feedback from the couple —  
and their family and our mutual friends,” says Sarah. “That’s  
a true compliment and a beautiful way to finish such a  
special project.”  

THIS PAGE Superwhite Dolomite marble sets a sophisticated tone in the upstairs kitchen (top), a light-filled space that connects to the dining area (above), where Wing Luxe dining 
chairs by Conde House surround a Light Rectangular table by Matthew Hilston for De La Espada and offer diners a stellar view of the bay. OPPOSITE The mirror custom-designed by 
Studio Esteta for the master ensuite reflects the treetops beyond the couple’s bedroom and terrace. The cabinets in European oak veneer are also bespoke and echo the cupboards 
in the hallway. The vanity in Superwhite Dolomite marble is teamed with tapware from Brodware’s Yakato range that complements the door’s Designer Doorware handle.





MASTER BEDROOM Here,  
an artwork by Shay Docking is 
teamed with a Cylinder Swing 
Arm sconce by Apparatus, a 
headboard by Studio Esteta,  
an Entré 1B bedside table by 
Great Dane and tonal bed  
linen to tie it all together.
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TOP LEFT This guest room features a bedside table by Hans J Wegner, an Atollo table lamp by Oluce and a Nook bed from Jardan. TOP RIGHT One of two bathrooms on the 
first floor, in this space the existing bath and hooks are complemented by terrazzo from Signorio and Yakato tapware by Brodware. ABOVE LEFT Another lovely restful sleep 
space, this pared-back scene includes a Tuck side table and Nook bed from Jardan. 

“We wanted to 
give it a more 
contemporary, 
relaxed feel — a 
reflection of the 
way we like to live.”
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TOP LEFT Designed in 1949, a String shelving system is an apt inclusion in the study. “Contemporary but timeless, our philosophy and approach stem from our name,” says 
Sarah of her and co-director Felicity Slattery’s practice. “‘Esteta’ is derived from the Italian translation of the word ‘aesthete’ — a person who’s appreciative of and sensitive  
to beauty. We believe beauty has many facets and can be found in the subtle details that elevate a design. Honesty and unpretentiousness are other key components of our 
methodology, and this guides our approach to materiality.” TOP RIGHT The handy shower in the ground-floor laundry alcove also features some of the home’s original hooks.

“Many of our friends 
and family members 
can’t believe the 
transformation. 
Others can’t  
stay away.”



BATHROOM One of painter Emily 
Ferretti’s early works leads you 
from the first-floor hallway past  
a timber door handle by Interia 
and into the powder-blue powder 
room, where you’re greeted by  
a mirrored cabinet designed  
by Studio Esteta.
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At the core of this exemplary 
passive solar design are green 

concepts and family values.

warm
heart

WORDS  

Claire McCall

 PHOTOGR APHY 

Simon Wilson
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ABOVE The house makes the most of the sun. “It can be a freezing 100C day outside, but 220C inside,” says Karl. Here, Amélie and Claudie are pictured on the deck, where the 
railings are made of mesh and galvanised poles, to which the engineers advised adding an extra coat of galvanising as protection from the coastal salt spray. OPPOSITE This  
view east from the front lawn extends from Ngaio Gorge towards Matiu/Somes Island.



THE 
PROJECT

Policy advisor Amélie Goldberg  
and building performance manager 
Karl Wakelin built this three-
bedroom home in Wellington’s 
Wadestown for themselves and 
their daughter Claudie (4).



DINING An Egg 420 pendant light from Ubercool 
hangs above an Ikea dining table and a quartet of 
bentwood chairs; two are original Viennese chairs 
— gifts from Amélie’s parents — while the others 
were found on the street and sanded down and 
re-caned by Amélie. The artwork on the right  
(where Karl has added holds to create a rock-
climbing wall for Claudie) is by Amélie’s California- 
based brother-in-law, Adan Contreras.
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Vertiginous hills and mad access issues don’t usually faze 
Wellingtonians — but this site was a tad different. When 
Amélie Goldberg and Karl Wakelin came to investigate building 
on this 700m2 section in Wadestown, it had been on the market 
for 25 years. “At one stage, kids from the neighbourhood made 
a skateboard ramp here,” says Karl. But it was close to where 
Amélie’s parents live, north-facing and within their budget,  
so when Karl’s builder father, Max, gave the land the expert 
nod, it was all on.

Amélie, who’s a policy advisor on energy efficiency and 
climate change, and Karl, a building performance manager, 
saw this as an opportunity to explore green concepts in their 
own backyard. Karl had constructed a number of houses before, 
Max was a willing helper and, as the project went along, Amélie
developed the hands-on skills to get stuck in too.

The first step was to clear the property of scrubby wattle. Karl 
spent many weekends cutting down brush, and four months 
and 100 wooden steps later, the build was finally able to begin. 

Ben Mitchell-Anyon of Patchwork Architecture is a friend  

ABOVE Amélie’s Ikea-meets-DIY kitchen design proved an economical way to do it — all up it cost $18,000. Managing the project, she had the plywood shelves, cabinet 
fronts, rangehood and island unit cut to size, then Karl and a friend helped her biscuit-join and assemble them to fit around the Ikea carcasses and drawers. The Ledlux  
Strix pendant light is from Lighting Direct and the Ecole Bistro bar stools are from Zuca. On the wall, a traditional rug by Navajo weavers brings texture to the space. 

of Karl’s from university, and the two set about teaming the 
former’s design nous with the latter’s determination to make 
this a high-performing home. “I was focused on how it works 
for the humans inside it — its energy needs, comfort, durability 
and the way it dealt with ventilation and moisture,” says Karl. 

Ben had his work cut out for him. He had to conceptualise  
a home that looked the part, was simple to build and was on 
track to achieve an 8 Homestar rating (a measure of efficiency 
and healthiness set by the New Zealand Green Building 
Council) — all for a budget of $450,000. It’s testament to a 
strong friendship that, three iterations later, the couple and 
their architect achieved a model they were all happy with.

The process, which featured on TV3’s Grand Designs, took  
19 months in total. It’s easy to encapsulate that in a sentence  
— harder to live and breathe it. From dropping the digger in  
by helicopter to start it off, to the last day of the shoot, Karl  
was front and centre. 

The double-storey 140m2 home that now sits along an 
east-west axis basks in the northerly sun. It’s clad in Abodo, > 
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a heat-treated pine grown and made in New Zealand that’s an 
eco-conscious alternative to cedar. Patchwork Architecture’s 
trademark galvanised pipe balustrades and mesh screens run 
along the verandahs that shade the living areas and bedrooms 
in summer. They’re a lightweight solution that lends a sense  
of playfulness.

Internally, the concrete floor on the lower level acts as a heat 
sink — a concept so well-considered the couple abandoned the 
idea of a fireplace. It’s the hidden extras that count, of course: 
the above-average insulation, and a mechanical ventilation 
system that breathes fresh, dry air into a home designed to  
be almost airtight.

The practicalities are matched by beauty. In the main living 
zone, the poured concrete buttress walls are standout features, 
laminated veneer beams slice through the space and the 
timber-clad walls have an eye-catching texture. “They’re  
a low-grade macrocarpa that was destined to make beehives,” 
says Karl. “We loved its knotty look and Ben had the great idea 
to get the wood grooved.”

The kitchen, too, is a focal point, and Amélie can claim much 
of the credit for its good looks — she sized up components then 
ordered flat-pack carcasses from Ikea in Europe. This white base 
was enhanced with plywood doors and shelving that she made 
herself in a woodworking class. A splashback pegboard painted 
green is a simple and stylish solution for hanging utensils. 

Achieved for $480,000, this is a family home that’s warm,  
dry, comfortable and filled with heart. Karl and Amélie 
certainly learned a lot about green design — and about 
themselves. “I discovered how much mental capacity it takes  
to build your own house and juggle a job and a baby,” says 
Amélie. Karl was so exhausted by the time the Grand Designs 
director called time that he had to take several weeks off work. 

The couple’s daughter, Claudie, may not realise she’s living  
in a supremely energy-efficient home but she has plenty of her 
own to expend. That includes clambering up the ground-floor 
balcony railings, swinging with a view of the Ngaio Gorge as
a train clickety-clacks by, and donning her superhero cape
as she dashes off on her own missions to save the world.  

LEFT The kitchen’s pegboard is made of magnetic steel powdercoated in Dulux 
Duralloy LSG Mist Green. Keepsakes on the shelves include crystal sherry glasses 
inherited from Amélie’s Dutch grandmother, Egyptian ceramics, a Japanese Kaico 
coffee pot by Shoei Kogyo and a bowl handcrafted from New Zealand walnut. 
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KITCHEN The main bench (with benchtop from 
Brightworks Stainless) is housed between two 
concrete walls that were formed up with plywood 
boxing and poured in situ. The cupboards are  
made from FSC-certified Spectrum Eco Clear from 
Plytech, and the shelves made by the couple feature 
a collection of white ceramics by Salad Days.



LIVING Comfort and style collide in this inviting space, 
an aesthetic achieved by mixing old and new, including  
a sofa from Città, a rug from Freedom, and a chair with  
a Swedish-made antique base reupholstered in printed 
Cherokee fabric from James Dunlop Textiles. The 
cocktail trolley was spotted at a market in Oakland, 
California. Above it is an Aboriginal art print by Donna 
Burak that Amélie’s dad brought back for her 18th 
birthday from a trip to Australia. 
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ABOVE Including built-in elements such as the desk and daybed, storage, shelving and vanities meant the couple could furnish their home simply and inexpensively. An  
ideal place to read day or night, the daybed is all the more comfortable for its rust-toned squab made by a friend, matching bolster Amélie’s mum crafted from offcuts,  
plus cushions including Dancing Girl by Canadian artist Irene Klar and a Moroccan-style find bought on Etsy. 

AMéLIE AND KARL 
saw this as an 
opportunity to 
explore green 
concepts in their 
own backyard.
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ABOVE Amélie made the desk with help from her lovely assistant, Karl, and bought the shelves online. The walnut chair under the desk came from the Alameda Point antiques 
fair in California; its classic character is countered by a contemporary artwork by Adan Contreras and prints by Danny Lanza from the National Museum of the American Indian 
in Washington DC. The lamp was used by Amélie’s dad when he was studying in the Netherlands in the ’60s, and the rosy Cintique chair is an heirloom from Karl’s parents’ place.



MASTER BEDROOM Upstairs in the couple’s room 
(where the Tobacco duvet by Foxtrot Home ties in 
with the colour scheme downstairs), they can take 
in the view towards Khandallah while seated in a 
chair that once lived in the former New Zealand 
ambassador’s residence in France. The framed 
sketch behind it was a collaboration between 
abstract artist La Chapardeuse and stylist Yvette 
Edwards, and Karl made the stool from reclaimed 
fir when he was living in California. 
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The living is very laid-back  
at this ’50s bach, which plays  

host in classic Kiwi style.

Home  
for the 
holidays

WORDS  

Alice Lines

 PHOTOGR APHY 

Duncan Innes
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TOP Outside, the bach’s boards and battens (installed by the couple’s go-to 
builders, RUSA Construction) were painted with Resene Lumbersider in Resene 
Black. ABOVE The deck at the back of the house was enclosed to create a 
private outdoor area, and a sleep-out was built to provide a third sleep space 
and discreetly house the laundry in a cupboard. OPPOSITE Jo’s aesthetic is 
relaxed yet well considered. She loves hunting for vintage pieces like this  
side table from Vitrine and sofa from Mr Bigglesworthy, which is also a  
foldaway bed. The cane chairs are from Indie Home Collective.

When hunting for a bach on the coast north  
of Auckland, Joanna and Neil Cowie had one 
main requirement: simple pleasures. The  
property they found near Matakana fit the  
bill. “We took a drive up from Auckland  
to look at this place one weekend, and when  
I hopped out of the car and spotted a flock of 
quail darting around, I was sold,” says Jo.

The location got a second tick when the  
keen birdwatcher noticed the abundant 
birdlife in the otherwise quiet street. “The 
Tawharanui Open Sanctuary has brought  
a lot of different species to the area,” she says. 
“We get kererū, korimako, kookaburras and 
kākā, and at night we can even hear kiwi.”

The two-bedroom 1950s cottage was also 
exactly what the couple had been looking for, 
and that it was only a 50-minute drive from 
their home on Auckland’s North Shore made  
it even more appealing. 

In true bach fashion, the couple’s renovation 
project wasn’t about making things fancy — 
the changes they made were mostly designed 
to optimise their downtime. With their now- 
adult children Matt, Jamie and Emmarose  
all teenagers when the couple purchased this 
place, the lawn at the front was grown with 
camping in mind, so each summer it could 
accommodate the kids and their mates.

As for the house itself, “We were in Montauk 
[near New York City] last year visiting Matt 
while he was working, and the cute little 
board-and-batten cottages there caught Neil’s 
eye,” says Jo. The minute he saw them, he said, 
“That’s what we’re having at the bach”, so 
when they arrived home, they hired skilled 
tradies to add board-and-batten framing  
and a fresh coat of black paint to the bach’s 
exterior. The look kick-started a styling 
theme, and with the intention of modernising 
the space without detracting from its original 
charm, Jo ditched the kitsch existing 
wallpaper and brown-and-orange carpet in 
favour of white floors and walls featuring the > 



THE 
PROJECT

Interior stylist Joanna Cowie and 
her CEO husband Neil renovated 
this two-bedroom (plus sleep- 
out) cottage on the Tawharanui 
Peninsula as a holiday home  
for themselves and their three  
adult children.

HOMES
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LIVING “I’m usually so drawn to colour, but I was pretty intent on going for a more neutral palette than we have at home in Auckland,” says Jo. “I felt I needed to have more 
restraint — thus the pale grey Resene Half Surrender on the walls and Resene Black White on the floor. The furnishings have the colour injection and texture I need, and I can 
change them up relatively inexpensively from time to time if I want to.” Touches of yellow throughout the house also punctuate the pale palette. Hanging in easy reach of the 
front door painted in Resene Turbo (top) is a collection of bags used for regular trips to the Matakana Village Farmers’ Market.
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KITCHEN “I didn’t want  
a sophisticated or high- 
maintenance kitchen — or 
even a dishwasher,” says Jo. 
“It’s all about living simply 
here.” Matakana Kitchens & 
Joinery updated the benches 
and shelves to make more 
room for food prep and 
storage, and Jo decorated 
with functional objects that 
also provide personality. 
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DINING Below the home’s 
original Pinex softboard ceiling 
tiles, a Poolside Glamour print  
by late photographer Slim 
Aarons enlivens the wall beside 
the Formica dining table found  
at a Salvation Army store and 
teamed with vintage Baumann 
chairs from Vitrine. The curtains 
are from Freedom.

HOMES

82   homestyle



HOMES

homestyle   83

same board-and-batten detailing throughout. 
Keeping the ’50s vibe alive in the kitchen, 

they replaced the stainless steel bench and 
added an extra wooden one to create another 
working surface. Tiles left over from the 
renovation of their Auckland kitchen were 
used to make a splashback, and the cabinetry 
was updated with glossy Resene Surrender 
and The Society Inc Hardware handles. 

The couple are ardent travellers, so the 
bach’s decor includes items picked up  
on their trips around the world. “I try  
to choose pieces that will stand the test of  
time and aren’t too gimmicky — and that 
ideally fit in my suitcase,” says Jo. “The  
kids also find me things. Emmarose found  
the Formica dining table and made the 
beautiful wreath in the bedroom, and  
Matt and his partner Briar sent me sea  
coral from the Bahamas. 

“You could say this little surf shack is 
nostalgic,” she continues. “The kids say it’s  
a place where all my unloved stuff goes, but  
I prefer to think I’m giving old items a new 
lease of life. In a different environment, 
objects look new again.”

The sleeping arrangements have also 
adapted over time. “Three years ago, we had  
12 staying for Christmas and New Year, so  
Neil and Jamie built a platform up the back  
for a bell tent, which can fit two double beds,” 
says Jo. “Last year, we added a sleep-out, so 
Matt and Briar have their own space when 
they came home for the holidays from their 
work overseas.”

Jo’s an early riser and says nothing beats 
drinking a coffee on the deck while listening 
to the birds in the morning. “It’s my kind  
of meditation.” Come summer, their chatter  
is joined by the hum of holidaymakers. A queue 
of tractors towing boats makes its way to the 
beach, happy kids roam the streets barefoot, 
and families put up tents on lawns left, right 
and centre as they gather to unwind in 
quintessential Kiwi style.  

TOP Accessed from the living space, the two internal bedrooms are beautifully 
pared back. Each has its own colour story and String shelves that display found 
curios and precious mementoes. ABOVE The master bedroom’s blue-and-white 
theme is embodied in the linen duvet cover from Città and shibori-dyed throw 
from Bowery 475 on the bed, plus the Malibu Daze photographic print by Blacklist 
Studio from Paper Plane. An old trunk works as a low-key bedside table. “This 
room gets beautiful morning sun,” says Jo. “By 8:30am, it’s bathed in light.”



BEDROOM Vintage finds 
including Polish army  
stools from Vitrine, a lamp 
picked up at a fleamarket  
and a ladder bought at a 
second-hand store in Sydney 
add character to the second 
internal bedroom along with  
a wreath made by Emmarose. 
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TOP The family tends to move with the sun and gathers at the end of the day under the sail cloth on the deck, which includes a kit-set outdoor fire from Mitre 10. 
ABOVE LEFT There’s a new toilet in the bathroom, but the couple didn’t bother updating the shower or vanity, so it’s the mindful, useful luxuries like great skincare  
and towels that make the difference here. “I’m a changed woman,” says Jo. “I’ve really thought about the items I’ve bought and questioned whether they’re a want  
or a need. Here, less is definitely more — unassuming spaces, nods to nature in little vignettes and, most of all, authenticity.” ABOVE RIGHT This raised platform  
set further away from the house was built for a bell tent that provides a sleep space for visitors, but when it’s just Jo and Neil, they head out here in the evenings to  
sit beside the brazier. “Late at night with only the light from the crackling fire, the sky is so clear,” says Jo. “We stargaze and watch satellites crossing overhead.”

“I’m giving old items 
a new lease of 
life. In a different 
environment, 
objects look  
new again.”
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A passion project with a personal 
connection, this authentic villa 

makes visitors feel right at home.

Stay
True

WORDS  

Alice Lines

 PHOTOGR APHY 

Georgina Begg
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The road from Christchurch to the West  
Coast takes us past the patchwork fields  
of the Canterbury Plains, over the bush- 
clad Southern Alps via Arthur’s Pass, then 
down the Otira Viaduct before skirting  
Lake Brunner and delivering us to our final 
destination — Totara Flat. We’re spending the 
weekend in a classic country villa on Georgina 
and Steve Begg’s farm, where they take care  
of 500 cows, 30 sheep, six chickens, three 
dogs and a giant pig named Hank. The villa 
hasn’t always been guest-ready, but thanks  
to Georgie’s desire for a renovation project,  
it’s now a cushy base from which explore  
the magic of this region. 

This South Island dairy farm is a far cry 
from where Georgie grew up, 40 minutes  
south of London. However, a chance 
encounter with Kiwi Steve on his OE saw  
her romanced into a move to rural New 
Zealand. The 200ha farm has been in Steve’s 
family for years, and after his time abroad,  
he came home to take over the manager  
role, while Georgie established Print By 
George, which sells photographic prints 
depicting serene scenes from her travels 

ABOVE Outside, the villa’s 
weatherboards were painted  
in Resene Double White Pointer 
and the deck was stained with 
Resene Woodsman Decking 
Stain in Pitch Black. OPPOSITE 
Steve and Georgie have  
dubbed the house Cowshed 
488 after the number of their 
dairy shed. “This is such a 
beautiful part of the country, 
with so many great places  
to explore,” says Georgie. 
“Reefton, Lake Brunner and 
Punakaiki are all within an  
hour of here, Franz Josef is  
two hours away and so is 
Hanmer Springs.“ 

around the world, and took on freelance 
photography commissions throughout  
the South Island. 

“We were living on the other side of the 
farm, but whenever I drove past this old villa, 
I’d think to myself, ‘That’s the house I want to 
own one day,’” says Georgie. When it finally 
went on the market, the couple weren’t in  
a position to buy it, but as luck would have  
it, it didn’t sell, and a year later when they 
relocated to their current home on this side  
of the farm (which shares a driveway with  
the villa), they had a few extra savings  
behind them and were able to snap it up. 

Comfortable in their own home, the villa 
was always going to be more of a business 
venture than a place to call their own. With 
several picturesque destinations nearby, 
Georgie was certain a B&B would be a winner, 
so they planned an update that would revive  
the original features of the 1910 dwelling. 
Recruiting the help of her parents while  
they were visiting from the UK for a few 
months, they starting by painting the walls 
and doors white and ripping up the carpet  
to uncover the rimu floors. >
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THE 
PROJECT

Photographer Georgina Begg 
and her farmer husband Steve 
renovated this three-bedroom  
villa on their Totara Flat farm  
to rent out on Airbnb.
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KITCHEN “Everything gets 
done by word of mouth around 
here, and I struck it lucky with 
the team on the reno as they  
were on completely the same  
page as me,” says Georgie. 
“Part of the team was Bret 
Geerin of Coastwide Joinery  
in Greymouth, who makes 
everything from kitchens to 
coffins and works alongside 
another guy who does 
Caesarstone benchtops while 
also making headstones!”



HOMES

homestyle 91

The next stage saw a complete do-over
of both kitchen and bathroom to create an
English country vibe — a nod to Georgie’s
childhood road trips. “There’s a chain of
hotels in England called The Pig, and they’re
so cosy, all plush armchairs, comfy couches
and a wintery mood, with rich colours and
tartan weaves,” she says. “That’s the look
I was after originally as I love that aesthetic
and it makes me feel at home, but once
we’d painted this place, the white walls
and wooden floor lent themselves to a
lighter style. It needed to be fresher.”

Building the kitchen scheme around three
key features — a Caesarstone benchtop, a
butler’s sink and a huge stove — Georgie drew
up a few different formats before deciding to
keep things super-simple with an L-shaped
layout incorporating a coffee nook at one
end and easy access to the dining and living
areas. Choosing products can be challenging
when you live a fair hike from any shop or
showroom, so sourcing online was a key
part of her process.

“I had to become really decisive,” she says.
“We also bought from loads of secondhand

stores that I had the chance to stop at for  
a rummage. Our garage was packed full of  
my finds while we renovated and I don’t  
think I paid full price for any of them.” 

Most of the rooms in this house lead off a 
T-shaped hallway, and in each you discover 
personal touches, such as art, objects and 
books, that really make you feel at home.  
I quickly learned that the freestanding tub  
in the bathroom is the perfect spot in which  
to unwind after a day trip, and in summer  
you can enjoy mornings and evenings on the 
verandah with a view of the farm beyond.

With Georgie and Steve’s first guests 
scheduled to arrive just seven months after 
they began the renovation, this deadline-
driven enterprise came together seamlessly  
in Georgie’s eyes. Developing a new passion in 
the bargain, she’s now studying interior design. 

“I wanted this place to be a destination, 
somewhere people can get away to and enjoy 
the comforts of a well-designed home,” she 
says. “So far, our guests have been amazing. 
Meeting a wide range of interesting people 
from all over the world has been one of the 
nicest parts of this project.”  

ABOVE LEFT Cowshed 488’s 
guests get to enjoy fresh 
produce from the farm, 
including eggs, milk and  
bacon. Hero décor items seen 
here include a pair of prints 
from Sweden’s Desenio and  
glossy tiles from Christchurch’s 
Italian Ceramic Tiles. ABOVE 
RIGHT Georgie was ultra-savvy  
with her purchasing for the 
house. The fridge was bought 
secondhand from a Smeg 
dealer after someone else 
returned it, and the Smeg  
stove and dishwasher were  
a steal at half price too. The 
stools are from Williams Road.



HALLWAY Georgie used  
Resene Alabaster throughout  
the living spaces and Resene 
White Pointer in the bedrooms, 
which were previously dark  
blue and lime green. In the 
hallway, a second-hand  
artwork and a vintage-look 
mirror from Early Settler on  
the wall combine with a writing 
bureau from Mumma T Trading 
Lounge in Amberley and a chair 
bought in Reefton from Coutts  
& Jones Antiques.

“Our garage was 
packed full of  
my finds while  
we renovated  
and I don’t think  
I paid full price 
for any of them.”
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DINING Chairs from Early  
Settler were arranged around  
the table custom-made by  
Bret — a decison led by 
Georgie’s mum that Georgie 
was unsure of at first but now 
appreciates, the noir accent 
working well with the other hints 
of black in the house. The photo 
of the Otira Viaduct is a Print By 
George piece.
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LIVING Sofas you can sink into 
from Early Settler were one of 
the couple’s first purchases and 
set the mood for the living area, 
accompanied by a cosy rug 
from Freedom, a coffee table 
from One World and an ottoman 
Georgie brought back after a 
trip to Morocco. Pendants and 
lamps from Lighting Direct cast 
a welcoming glow when the sun 
goes down.
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ABOVE LEFT Georgie says  
she loves to mix old and new  
to make a house feel homely.  
In the living area, prints by 
Kristina Krogh from The Poster 
Club form an interesting 
vignette area with a candlestick 
from H&M Home, a Moroccan 
teapot from a secondhand store 
in Reefton, and a lamp and 
bookends from Freedom. 
ABOVE RIGHT “My main priority 
with any interior space is art — 
it’s the first thing I think about,” 
says Georgie. ”I bought all of  
the art before we bought this 
house, except this large Emma 
Gale work in the hall. I like  
most things to be neutral,  
but with a pop of colour to  
add interest.” Below Emma’s 
painting is seating from 
Reincarnation Christchurch.

living

dining

kitchen

bath bed

bed

bed

laundry

toilet

store

store/of f ice
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MASTER BEDROOM A 
four-poster bed also from  
Early Settler and linen from 
Foxtrot Home make for a 
statement lie-in situation.  
On the wall is a secondhand 
artwork picked up in Reefton, 
the lamp is from Lighting  
Direct, the bedside table is  
from Mocka and the chair is a 
Coutts & Jones Antiques find.
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TOP LEFT Having trained as a plumber, Steve was in charge of selecting the bathroomware, including the mirror from Flux, tiles sourced through Metro Floor and vanity by 
Burlington. TOP RIGHT Georgie went for panelled walls in the twin room, which she says have transformed the space. “We haven’t got as much artwork on the walls in here as 
it doesn’t need it. I matched the headboards sourced through Williams Road with the panels, repeating the form.” ABOVE LEFT Luxaflex shutters were chosen for the bedrooms for 
their chic look, easy cleaning and ability to block out light while keeping in warmth. ABOVE RIGHT The Burlington bath and tapware offer pure luxury. On the wall is Flowering 
Artichoke by Rory McEwen, which Georgie discovered via her cousin, who has it in her own home as an ode to her husband — named Rory MacEwen.





homestyle   99

Design
DESIGN

100

105

112

116

118

120

Buyer’s guide

Best Design Awards 

Kitchen design

Product profile

Product profile

Outside in

A spa by the sea — could 
there be anything better?  
This Napier home (on page 
120) expertly connects its 
inhabitants to the view  
— and each other.  
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You almost won’t believe the myriad options that now abound for
outdoor furniture that’s every bit as good-looking and comfortable

Get out

FROM LEFT Tibbo sofa by Edward Barber and Jay Osgerby, $11,739, and Loon light, $1920, by Dedon, dawsonandco.nz. Seasons 
Stripe rug, $1636, artisancollective.co.nz. Blend Clay cushion, from $170, coastnewzealand.com. Flex coffee table by Cove 
Outdoor, $1199, dawsonandco.nz. Teak side table, $295, souk.co.nz. Nomad easy chair by Tribù, $5759, dawsonandco.nz. 
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outdoor furniture that s every bit as good looking and comfortable
as the pieces you position on the other side of the ranch slider. 



 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP Rome sofa, from $5519, boconcept.co.nz. Orbit coffee table, $590, cittadesign.com. Logan lounge chair by Cove Outdoor, 
$599; Brea sofa by Dedon, $8280, dawsonandco.nz. Celine stool, $495; Architect sun lounger, $3495; Monaco coffee table, $1195; Bentley lounge chair, 
$1895, cocorepublic.co.nz. Elba lounge chair, $419, boconcept.co.nz. Luxembourg Low armchair by Fermob, $965, jardin.co.nz. Poho occasional 
chair, $2395, cocorepublic.co.nz. 

Luxe lounging
Make elegance your modus

operandi with tailored shapes, plu
cushioning and neutral colours

There’s nothing superfluous to th
well-considered designs, but the

maximise comfort and style.
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CLOCKWISE FROM CENTRE TOP Monsieur Ellipse light by Tribù, $2019, dawsonandco.nz. La Boheme stool by Philippe Starck, $400, and Audrey
chair by Piero Lissoni, $835, for Kartell, backhousenz.com. Adelaide chair, $499; Torino dining table, from $2399, boconcept.co.nz. Jeanette chair
by SP01 Design, from $1176, statementid.co.nz. St Martin bench seat, $1495, cocorepublic.co.nz. Branch chair by Tribù, $1089, dawsonandco.nz.
Palissade armchair by Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec for Hay, $630, cultdesign.co.nz. Polo dining table, from $1895, cocoorepublic.co.nz. Quay 
dining chair, $695, kingliving.co.nz. 

Refined dining
orm without the formality, these 
ning options invite relaxation yet 
use to compromise on design. This 
son, set your outdoor entertaining 
scene with clean-lined finds in  

a monochromatic palette.

ur Ellipse light by Tribù $2019 dawsonandco nz La Boheme stool by Philippe Starck $400 and Audrey
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FROM LEFT Illum armchair by Tribù, $1339; The Others lantern by Dedon, $2559, dawsonandco.nz. Regent dining table, from $1195; 
Wren stool, $495, cocorepublic.co.nz. Elba lounge chair, $469, boconcept.co.nz.

stery
care much for 

uniformity, and your deck or 
courtyard needn’t either. Instead, 

opt for an array of mismatched 
silhouettes, making sure each  
piece is strong in its own right.



Our range of Clever Storage Solutions offer fully 

adjustable shelving heights, allowing you to 

customise your pantry to suit your individual and 

ever-changing storage needs. Unlike other solutions 

-  Kesseböhmer Clever Storage solutions allow the user 

to view the entire contents of the cupboard, from top to 

bottom all at once. Storage that suits you.

C O N V E N I E N T

F L E X I B L E

S M O O T H

Pull-out pantries retract the full contents of your pantry in one gentle 
movement, allowing visibility of the entire contents of your pantry. Once 
open, the contents are visible from all sides, allowing ultimate access to 
every inch of your storage.

Unlike other solutions - the shelves of our pantries can be easily 
adjusted in height to suit your individual (and ever changing) needs.

A gentle pull glides the contents out to meet you on smooth,  
high quality runners.

Our pantries are German Made quality. 

www.hafelehome.co.nz0800 442 335

Tandem  
Pantry.
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Major hits from the spatial residential 
category at the Designers Institute’s 
annual Best Design Awards.

Solid gold



DESIGN ——  Best Awards

106 homestyle

Some would look at a small, derelict 
1940s house and decide to demolish it. 
Christchurch’s Kate and Daniel Sullivan 
of Architects’ Creative opted to  
celebrate this in-situ concrete building’s 
unique character and work within the 
existing framework on a respectful 
refurbishment that has resulted in  
a comfortable, sustainable, high-
performance family home.

Driven by a desire for a social kitchen 
on the ground level (pictured on page 
105), with lots of natural light and a 
physical connection to the landscape, 
the 120m2 footprint of this coastal 
Canterbury dwelling was cleverly 
replanned while embracing sustainable 
materials and systems. Repair of  
the original exterior, structural 
strengthening and service upgrades 
created a carefully considered and 
consistent composition.

Throughout the home, elements such 
as bandsawn larch linings and simple 
white walls work with the exposed 
concrete and rimu floorboards of the 
original home to add interest through 
shadow and texture. Similarly, adaptive 
reuse of the existing rimu bearers as the 
kitchen’s island bench combines with 
modern fittings to ensure cohesion 
between old and new.

A generous double-height space  
over the dining area extends the home 
by just 20m2, with access provided  
via floating steel and brass stairs to a 
pop-up extension housing the master 
bedroom and ensuite, plus relaxed 
outdoor living on the rooftop beyond it. 
Expressed in a palette of warm, robust 
and enduring materials that add a subtle 
layer of patina to the interior, the 
finishes in this extension deliberately 
juxtapose the original. > 

Menzies Pop! House by Architects’ Creative
 

GOLD PINS — Residential architecture & residential interior
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The footprint of this 
coastal Canterbury 
dwelling was cleverly 
replanned, embracing 
sustainable materials  
and systems.

RIGHT & OPPOSITE The 
extension is orientated for 
solar gain and has openings 
that utilise the predominant 
breezes to ensure the house 
maintains a temperate interior 
climate. With a skin of marine- 
grade aluminium panel 
cladding and windows that 
capture the views of the 
surrounding hills, the result  
is a light-filled volume that 
displays a dynamic blend  
of light and shadow over the 
course of the day. BELOW 
Teak library, wardrobe and 
vanity units in the original  
part of the home contrast  
with black-stained oak  
finishes and brass detailing  
in the extension.
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Inspired by the design vernacular  
of the humble trampers’ hut, this 
sustainably built dwelling in Wanaka 
has been designed by Warren and 
Mahoney to nestle unpretentiously 
within the landscape and echo the 
outgoing and adventurous personas  
of its inhabitants. Like base camp  
at the end of a long day’s tramp, it 
suggests a safe, welcoming space  
that has evolved in harmony with  
its surroundings. 

In addition to the material palette  
featuring New Zealand-grown Douglas 
fir weatherboard exterior cladding, 
unfinished plywood inside and steel 
surfaces, the hut motif is articulated 

through the home’s arrangement as a 
series of simple, separate forms that  
both minimise the visual effect the build 
has on the environment and create 
unique experiences as you journey from 
space to space and away from the main 
building to the separate guest hut. The 
bedroom hut also floats apart from  
the main living hut, connected by a 
quasi-open entrance link that creates 
the illusion of stepping outside.

Combining with the sun, the primary 
heat source here is a cost-effective 
air-to-water radiator system that easily 
achieves comfort thanks to the home’s 
extensive insulation and the small size 
of its contained spaces. > 

Hidden Hills House by Warren and Mahoney 
 

GOLD PIN — Residential architecture
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Like base camp at the end 
of a long day’s tramp, it 
suggests a safe, welcoming 
space that has evolved with 
its surroundings.

THIS PAGE In an age  
in which big is often  
perceived to be better,  
this residence bucks the  
trend. A modest programme 
has generated spaces that  
are fully utilised and enjoyed. 
OPPOSITE Sheltered by a 
verandah to mitigate the 
potential for overheating,  
the living hut is oriented in  
a northwesterly direction,  
with the bedroom huts 
perpendicular to it. 
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Latimer Terraces at One Central
provides a powerful, aspirational
architectural response to the challenge
of returning people and vitality to the
heart of post-earthquake Christchurch.
Featuring delineated gable forms,
voluminous spaces and private patios,
the development by Warren and
Mahoney succeeds in referencing the
classic architectural style that was
threatened by the 2010 and 2011
quakes, while delivering the modern,
medium-density housing the city
needs to regenerate.

The three-storey terraces, which 
share a common courtyard that frames 
the neighbouring heritage Christchurch 
Club buildings, have been designed 
using sustainable principles, achieving  
a 6 Homestar rating from the New 
Zealand Green Building Council.  

Each of the six 5.8m-wide units and
14 4.5m-wide units includes open-
plan kitchen, living and dining spaces,
three bedrooms, an outdoor balcony
and internal garaging. They also
have Lifemark 4 certification, which
future-proofs residents’ lifestyles
and investment, and enables occupants
in any stage of life to enjoy an exciting
urban experience.
bestawards.co.nz

One Central/Latimer Terraces by Warren and Mahoney 
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TOP LEFT The street interface is 
softened by private patios that form  
a visual buffer between public and 
private. TOP RIGHT External views  
and natural light fill the generous 
open-plan living areas. RIGHT The  
dwellings speak the architectural 
language of delineated gables  
and voluminous spaces — a clear 
reference to Christchurch’s history. Ph
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Hot Mess
— Visit our website to sign up for

announcements and updates

Level 9, 10 Lorne St
Auckland Central
Auckland 1010
New Zealand

p +64 (9) 307 8870
e info@bowerbankninow.com

bowerbankninow.com

Sculptures by
Alan Constable, Don Driver,
Karl Fritsch, Peter
Hawkesby, Abram Hunter,
Brendan Huntley, Areez
Katki, Virginia Leonard,
Rob McHaffie, Nell, Guy 
Ngan, PĀNiA!, Oscar
Perry, Elisabeth Pointon,
Shannon Rush, Laurie
Steer, Hannah Valentine,
et al.
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WORDS Alice Lines

This 1940s New Plymouth 
home has been given the 
star treatment.

Life of 
luxuries

PHOTOGR APHY Simon Wilson
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The concept of luxury no longer
exclusively refers to the lifestyles of
the rich and famous. In today’s world,
it’s often simply about making life
easier and clawing back time from the
never-ending busyness. For designer
Annika Rowson — director of Rowson
Kitchens, which she runs with her
husband Brad — life with sons Deacon
(13) and Lucarn (10) is hectic, and the
location of their family home built
four years ago on the outskirts of New
Plymouth wasn’t helping matters.

“In our line of work, we do a lot of
driving, so if we were able to minimise
that by moving closer to town, while
also ticking the box with zoning for the
boys’ schooling, it was going to make
things a lot simpler for us,” she says.

Having already undertaken a new
build, this time around Annika was

keen to sink her teeth into a renovation,
and she had just that on her hands when
she and Brad found this 1940s home on
a hill on the city fringe, within walking
distance of the kids’ intermediate
and high schools.

The Rowsons are one of only three
families to have lived in the two-storey
home, and most of it was untouched,
except for a few misguided renovations
completed in the 1980s. The worst were
in the bathrooms, so on moving in, the
couple were quick to devise a plan to
update the main bathroom and ensuite.

Annika finds inspiration in her work
through pushing the boundaries with
materiality, and the jumping-off point
for the bathrooms’ palette was a
reverse-finish surface, Witch Hazel by
Corian, that was installed back to front
to really highlight its swirling pattern. >

THE APPLIANCES All by Fisher & Paykel: 61cm Integrated Column refrigerator; 61cm Integrated Column freezer; 90cm Built-In Integrated rangehood; 60cm 3-Burner  
Gas on Glass cooktop; 30cm SmartZone Induction cooktop; 60cm 85L 11-Function Pyrolytic Black Built-In oven; 60cm Combination Black Built-In steam oven; 60cm  
Black warming drawer; two Integrated Single DishDrawer™ dishwashers. 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y 

(t
op

): 
Si

m
on

 D
ev

itt



FISHER & PAYKEL ——  Kitchen design

114   homestyle

After painting the home’s interior 
white, the pair continued the existing 
panelling in the entryway throughout 
and laid a chevron-pattern laminate  
on the floor downstairs. The house  
now has a classic, elegant air, expressed 
through these revitalised character 
references that live happily alongside 
the modernised, moody bathrooms  
— and a new kitchen. 

“I like interior spaces to have a  
visual relationship with each other  
and flow cohesively, so once we’d used 
the Corian product for the bathroom 
vanities, it was a natural step to repeat 
it in the kitchen,” says Annika.

Functioning as the main hub of 
family life, the kitchen’s 3.6m block-
form island creates a solid statement  
in that beautiful marbled surface.  
The streamlined simplicity of this  
space belies the technology at work, 
including the ‘distributed’ Fisher & 
Paykel DishDrawers™ integrated at 
either end of the island — one in the 

TIME AFTER TIME Where possible when designing kitchens, Annika aims to stick to three key materials to keep the look elegant, then layer in a few different finishes, such  
as a textured splashback or tapware in a complementary hue. She says evenings are her favourite time in her new creation. “The house is north-facing and elevated, so we get the 
most gorgeous sunsets and the room simply glows. Cooking dinner while watching the light filter through the sheer curtains is a very calming way to wind down after a busy day.”

primary working zone and the other  
out of the way to allow many hands to 
make light work during larger gatherings 
without causing foot-traffic chaos—  
and the Zenith HydroTap that supplies 
filtered, sparking and boiling water, 
doing away with the need for a kettle  
and related gadgets. 

The kitchen’s galley layout also 
enhances its efficiency, with storage, 
refrigeration and cooking located 
together on the back wall. Matte black 
cabinetry neatly conceals a tower 
pantry with an integrated Fisher & 
Paykel column fridge and freezer on 
either side, all accessed with textural 
Buster & Punch pull-bar handles. 

Two new black Fisher & Paykel ovens  
— one 11-function convection oven,  
one combination steam oven — and  
a companion warming drawer blend  
in with the cabinetry, enhancing the 
minimalist mood. “I’ve always been 
curious about using a steam oven and 
have been very pleasantly surprised  

by how much I enjoy cooking meals  
in it,” says Annika. “It adds moisture  
to food and the results are incredible. I 
use it as often as my conventional oven.” 

Surrounded by a durable Dekton 
Domoos benchtop and splashback,  
the central cook zone features a Fisher  
& Paykel combination gas and induction 
cooktop. “Having both gives us fantastic 
flexibility, and we love how the induction 
surface allows the boys to safely take the 
lead in preparing our favourite Sunday 
ritual — pancakes,” says Annika. A 
Fisher & Paykel built-in rangehood is 
housed overhead in a boxed unit that 
matches the island, the recessed detail at 
the top making it look as if it’s floating. 

Although this kitchen is refined, it’s 
not precious. Thanks to the convenience 
of technology and selection of robust 
materials, form follows function, and 
sometimes that’s the greatest luxury  
of all — a space designed to truly fit  
the needs of your family.  
fisherpaykel.com
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FIRST-HAND FUNCTION “Being 
able to use my own kitchen as  
a testing ground for the new 
products I’m specifying in my 
designs really adds another 
dimension to my experience  
of how they perform,” says 
Annika. “I’m seeing more clients 
embrace this combination of 
appliances to cater to their 
varying needs.”
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Country charm meets minimalism  
in this soothing space that mixes 
traditional style with ‘now’ details. 

The best  
of both

Proving a penchant for a classic aesthetic doesn’t preclude  
a contemporary interpretation, this kitchen by Nordiska  
Kök (@nordiskakok) near Gothenburg, Sweden combines 
Shaker style with a Scandinavian sensibility. The former a 
heritage American look characterised by austere, uncluttered 
simplicity, and the latter beloved by modern minimalists for  
its equally understated effect and gentle textures, the two 
styles share several signatures, including natural and neutral 
material and colour palettes, and a focus on function. 

Here, a supporting cast of utilitarian yet characterful details 
— like the tongue-and-groove walls, extended timber peg  
rail and sculptural utensils — is anchored by a bold-hued 
Silestone benchtop by Cosentino, the functionality of which 
also reigns supreme. Made from more than 90% quartz,  
this stellar surface is resistant to stains and scratches, and 
ultra-easy to maintain. Add lighting and other accents in 
similar shades for a cohesive kitchen that’s both now and then.
cosentino.com

ON THE SURFACE Cosentino’s Silestone in Cemento Spa (one of 90-plus colours 
in the range) is at once state-of-the-art and industrial, in your choice of a polished  
or suede finish that echoes the tones and imperfections of concrete. Here, it’s offset 
by white walls and mid-tone greige cabinetry with Shaker-look recessed panels. 



T H E  R O C K E T  STO R E  •  2 0 8  PO N SO N BY  R OA D,  AU C K L A N D

M OZ Z A F I ATO  E VO LU Z I O N E  R  I N  B L AC K

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  F U L L  R O C K E T  M I L A N O 
R A N G E  AT  T H E  R O C K E T  STO R E  N OW 
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We dip into the tile files to bring you  
an artful urban option that really  
va-va-vooms a room.

The extra mile

Some people consider tiles an interior 
element they’re happy to let recede;  
others know that going beyond the 
chic-but-standard white subways can 
make a major statement. The Oxidart 
range from Artisan attracted our 
attention with its textural finish that 
mimics the natural weathering of metal, 
freeze-framing it in durable porcelain 
form. By Italy’s Ceramica Sant’Agostino, 
it comes in three sizes and colours, and 
up to 270 unique patterns, developed  
in the brand’s research lab using clever 
techniques and digital technologies to 
replicate the effects of time, oxygen, 
flames and acid on sheet metal. 
artisancollective.co.nz/oxidart

HIGH-TECH, HIGH STYLE 
Designed for walls and floors  
in any space inside and  
out, these tiles offer all the 
industrial appeal of metal in 
indestructible, stain-proof form. 
Pictured above is Patchwork 
Light, which combines the look 
of irregularly rusted and etched 
metal with a decorative grid 
pattern and highly rated slip  
and wear resistance. On the 
right is Iron, featuring a 
‘corrosion by oxidation’ effect 
and Oxidart’s velvety finish  
that feels mighty fine underfoot. 



https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/


Learn more at escea.com/Outdoor-Fires
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FIRST WINDOWS & DOORS——  Outside in

Whopping great windows and sliding doors  
give the residents of this coastal Napier home  
a spectacularly honest connection with nature.

Out in the open
WORDS 

Philippa Prentice

PHOTOGR APHY  
Simon Wilson

ABOVE The four-bedroom  
home features redwood timber 
stained with Dryden WoodOil  
to achieve a pre-weathered look, 
vertical posts in Resene Blackjack 
CC, plus aluminium joinery 
powdercoated with matte black 
Dulux Duratec and Urbo hardware 
powdercoated to match. With 
redwood liners and sills, the 
windows by First Windows & Doors 
pictured in the main living area on 
the right (with the master bedroom 
beside it) are from the Metro Series, 
including the big picture windows 
with raked windows above them  
to take in the view floor to ceiling. 
Hallmarks of the Metro Series 
include its contemporary look, 
clean lines and large formats 
engineered for maximum strength. 
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It was almost by accident that Napier’s 
Eva Bradley and Brad Turfrey ended  
up in their forever home. “We’d been 
looking for something on the hill 
overlooking the water, but when 
someone told me about this section and  
I suggested it to Brad, he said, ‘There’s 
absolutely no way I’m moving to Bay 
View — it’s way too far from the CBD,’” 
says Eva. Nevertheless, one day she 
lured him out under the pretense of  
walking the dog…

“As soon as we turned up the street  
I said, ‘How much is it?!’” says Brad.  
“I didn’t realise how close it actually 
was, only 10 minutes from the city.”

Today, photographer Eva and Brad, 
who’s managing director at Turfrey 
(which provides plumbing, roofing, 
gasfitting, heating and drainage 
services), are parents of Edward (5)  
and James (3), but at that time they 
were simply dating while living in  
Eva’s diminutive “single-girl” art deco 
dwelling. Typically, however, life had 
other plans. “It all happened really 
fast,” says Eva. “We bought the section, 
Brad proposed and we got pregnant — all 
within a couple of months. This future 
unfolded before us and it seemed like  
a really nice one, so it’s cool to be here 
now living that dream.”

Seeking a down-to-earth architect 
who valued classic principles and 
would make a new build feel easy, the 
couple carefully chose Nick Bevin of 
Slessor Architects to design their new 
abode. “We found an architect who 
listens, and values more than just the 
aesthetics,” says Eva. “Nick designed > 
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a home that’s not only beautiful but also 
brings us together, something I hadn’t 
really thought about at the time because 
we were only just starting our family. I’ll 
always be appreciative of him for that.”

Pushing themselves to create a home 
that would suit all stages of their life, 
the couple were fully across all aspects  
of the design and build. Brad’s company 
took care of several of the sub-trades, 
and he grabbed the opportunity to roll 
up his sleeves and do a lot of the roofing 
and plumbing himself. 

“He also asked Nick to get creative 
with the areas of the home we were 
responsible for,” says Eva. “The 
aluminium roofing and cladding  
wraps right around the house in 19m 
spans, and although Turfrey has put 
roofs on some of the biggest buildings  
in New Zealand, Brad said ours was  
the toughest.” 

The inclusion of robust products  
that could endure the environment  
and would look great for decades to 
come was crucial, so windows and 
joinery from First Windows & Doors 
became integral to the home’s success. 
They made the most of that jaw-dropping 
view by expertly minimising the joinery 
and maximising the glass in the spaces 
facing the sea. 

“In wild storms, it’s exciting to be  
so close to the crashing waves, but  
the house gets drenched in spray, so 
when we chose our joinery, we chose 
the best,” says Eva. “As well as the 
windows, the oversized stacker doors 
by First Windows & Doors open the 
home right up along the northern side, > 
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“The sea has good and bad days just 
like we do, and being connected to that 
energy is energising, relaxing, calming 
and a little bit terrifying, depending on 
how the ocean’s feeling.” 

ABOVE Adjacent to the kitchen 
with its First Windows & Doors 
Residential Series sliding and 
casement windows, the dining  
area features a Metro Series 
over-the-wall sliding door with 
large fixed windows above it, plus 
Metro Series awning windows. 
OPPOSITE, FAR LEFT Eva says 
the reading nook in the main living 
area was at the top of her wish list 
— for those rare occasions when 
she has five minutes to spare.  
A sliding window sits behind  
the built-in seat in this space,  
which also includes an Altair 
Louvre System by Breezeway  
from First Windows & Doors  
that’s safe to leave open even  
when the family isn’t home. 
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ABOVE The remainder of the 
house features First Windows & 
Doors’ Residential Series joinery. 
“Everything we used had to go the 
distance,” says Brad. “We have no 
tolerance for replacing things.”  
The interior redwood timber is 
future-proofed with a double coat  
of Osmo oil, while the concrete 
blocks are sealed with clear 
Aquellux. It’s one of Turfrey’s trades, 
so the couple installed underfloor 
heating, and along with the passive 
solutions and Heat & Glo 6X 
fireplace, it ensures the house  
stays as warm as toast. 

GROUND FLOOR
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creating an outdoor space that feels  
like an extension of the living area.” 

Sustainable solutions harness  
the benefits of being in one of 
Aotearoa’s sunniest regions. The pitch  
of the roof lets the sun travel under  
the eaves during the cooler months, 
passively heating the concrete floor (to 
the point where the couple often have  
to open the windows to cool the house 
down), whereas in summer the sun 
travels above the eaves, so the floor 
stays shaded. At either end of the house 
and in the bedrooms, louvres from  
First Windows & Doors allow passive 
ventilation from the sea breeze.

Yet another successful aspect of  
the design is the large pivot doors 
positioned along the wide hallway  
that effectively create walls between 
grown-ups and kids, personal and 
professional. “It’s like we have three 
homes in one,” says Eva. “We’ve got an 
apartment great for two people at the 
front, open one door and you incorporate 
the children and they’ve got their own 
zone, then open the second door and  
it introduces the working side of the 
house, including my studio.”

Having covered all the bases, there’s 
no doubt in Eva and Brad’s minds that 
this is where they’ll stay. “There’s a joy 
that comes from seeing the endless sea 
in front of us that we’ll never tire of or 
stop appreciating,” says Eva.

“Every time you come home it feels 
good and that doesn’t wear off,” says Brad.
“I come through the door and think,
‘Now I know why I work so hard.’”  
firstwindows.co.nz
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These wall lights crafted from 
tailor-made clay are among a 
host of outstanding bespoke 
details at must-stay resort 
Menorca Experimental. Flip  
to page 132 to vicariously  
live the dream. 
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Well & good 
Little things that make life more liveable. 
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ACE OF SPADES
Call this spade a spade if you like;
however, if you look a little closer, you’ll  
see it deserves a much loftier title. By Levin 
maker Roo Fenn, it’s produced using high- 
tensile Swedish steel, and has a nylon and 
rubber grip that’s kind to your hands, wrists 
and elbows. Perhaps most importantly, 
though, it looks completely adorable. 

francesnation.co.nz

SIMPLE PLEASURE
You could hide away at home wearing any  
old thing, but there’s an art to doing nothing 
much, and it includes dressing the part. 
Pleasingly affordable in restful zinc and rose, 
Penney & Bennett’s latest collection of 100% 
cotton loungewear spells the end of the road 
for your sloppy trackies and is beautifully 
simple, just like your downtime should be. 

penneyandbennett.co.nz

ABSOLUTE GODDESS
Sometimes a trend comes seemingly  
out of nowhere to reawaken a collective 
appreciation for a look that had fallen off  
the mainstream radar. The re-emergence  
of ancient Greek mythology and art into 
vogue has led Sydney’s Figure Féminine  
to craft a line of lady-like sculptures and 
candles. They’re inspired by the Venus  
de Milo’s depiction of the goddess of love 
Aphrodite, and divine through and through. 

figurefeminine.com

ST LIKE THAT
en to 10 days is all it takes to raise a  

of nutrient-dense microgreens using 
kland start-up Micropod’s nifty kit. The 
ter’s bamboo-fibre tray and compostable 

d mats let you grow mini versions of 
es such as rocket and kale year-round in 
olproof system — literally just add water.

ropod.nz
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BIG FANS
Speaking of timeless trends, we’re  
into this one in a major way. Historically  
an exotic symbol of wealth and style, 
handheld fans have become both an 
interior and a fashion obsession that’s 
simultaneously retro and right now. This 
linen and timber version by NSW-based 
sisters Emma Henderson and Victoria 
Beattie of The Beach People is the ideal 
accessory to chill you out when the heat 
is on, and has a dangly tassel for hanging 
it up at home to double as décor when 
you’re not using it.

paperplanestore.com

YARD YAKKA
Work it in the Yard Boot 365, in six colours  
for ladies and gents. By London-dwelling 
Australian designer Marc Newson for RM 
Williams’ Undeniable Character platform 
(which sees the company join with global 
talents who share their commitment to 
world-class craftsmanship), it’s a modern, 
all-conditions incarnation of the iconic  
1950s Gardener Boot and would make a 
pretty sweet pairing with your new spade.

rmwilliams.com.au

FOR YOU, & YOU
It’s all Greek to Aesop at the moment, too. They’ve just released these Of Muse & Myth  
gift kits that celebrate goddesses of the arts and are so appealing you’ll be compelled to 
snaffle one for yourself while you’re at it. Embellished with illustrations by New York artist 
Giovanni Garcia-Fenech, the five packs are a mix of skincare, body and home products  
in zip-top cardboard cases that can be repurposed as a stand-in for your toiletry bag.

aesop.com

FUTURE’S SO BRIGHT
With business in the front, party in the  
back and a pair of Cherry sunglasses on 
top, your summer will surely be a good  
one. From a Mt Maunganui brand named 
after the 1976 hit Cherry Bomb by all-female 
rock rebels The Runaways, these straight-up 
cool unisex shades offer top-notch sun 
protection. Pictured is Khalo in Chilli. 

cherryeyewear.com

FIELD TESTED
As cute as a button, this wee illustrated guide by 
happy campers Sara Mutande and Andrea Lo Vetere 
shows outdoor eating needn’t be such a sausage  
fest or mean freeze-dried food. Instead, gather  
round the fire for quinoa balls, paella and French 
toast; there are menus for all kinds of getaways  
here, none requiring more than the usual utensils. 

beatnikpublishing.com
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Bailey Meredith and Anna Fahey met
nearly two decades ago, in high school.
In the years since, their conversations
have often veered towards combining
their strengths to begin a business —
and now they’ve made it happen with
their new brand, Baina. Referencing
architecture, fine art, sculpture and
colour theory, their abiding range
of bath, hand and pool towels is
crafted from organic cotton and
expressed in beautiful hues, each
named after a body of water.

So, gals, how did Baina begin? Bailey:
Anna and I have similar values and
have worked together in the past
at Kate Sylvester in Auckland and
Jardan in Melbourne. Over the years,
we’ve had many discussions about what
our own business might look like, but

Editor Alice Lines chats  
to Baina co-founders 
Bailey Meredith and Anna 
Fahey, who have elevated  
an essential to take your 
self-care to the next level. 

Bathing 

it took moving to a different country
and a career change for the stars to
align. We set the foundations and
philosophy early on, then from
there it was a matter of finding the
right product that reflected us, was
inclusive and had a real purpose. We
were committed to only producing
what we felt was necessary, especially
in today’s oversaturated market.

What’s in the name? Anna: Baina is
a word we created. It’s derived from
‘bain’, which is French for ‘bath’, and
is also a combination of ‘Bailey’ and
‘Anna’. This brand is us in unison.

What is it about bathing that enticed
you? B: We believe in the importance
of taking time for ourselves in order
to recover from our busy lives, and

have always loved baths. There’s
nothing better than having the chance
to dip into a quiet moment of solitude
and simply tune out. We wanted to
honour this sacred time that we use
to welcome the day or slow things
down in preparation for bed.

What did you consider in your design 
process? B: Colour theory played a 
major part in our process and was the 
foundation for the collection. It drove  
us in many directions and pushed us  
to explore lots of different mediums  
for inspiration. 

It was also important to us to release  
a range that was as refined as possible. 
We spent months discussing what  
we wanted this collection to be and  
I cherish that time we gave ourselves  
to have creative freedom without the 
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pressure of launch dates and deadlines,
as it meant the brand evolved organically
to a point where we felt completely
confident in what we’d created.

Who helped you bring your ethically
produced range to life? A: The factory
in Portugal that manufactures our
towels is amazing. We wanted to
work with a company that was Global
Organic Textile Standard (GOTS)-
certified and capable of producing
a high-quality product, and it took
a long time to finally find the right
one, but the journey was absolutely
worth it. Bailey met with them at a
trade fair in Germany after months
of email communication, and from
there, our future was certain.

Locally, we’re lucky to be surrounded
by a group of creative and talented

women who support and collaborate
with us. Natasha Mead of 1/1 Studio
was the perfect person to create our
branding. We both admire and respect
what she’s created with her own
business and she understood our vision
and knew exactly how to communicate
it. Julia Lomas and Simone Kerr of
Lomas Kerr manage our PR and guided
our launch, and photographer and
filmmaker Greta van der Star, Bailey’s
dear friend and General Sleep business
partner, shot the imagery for our
lookbook and website.

As well as your lovely towels, what
products do you incorporate into your
own self-care rituals? A: In the lead-up
to my recent wedding, I tried all sorts
of new products to nourish my skin.
Two that I’ve added to my ongoing

routine are Dr Dennis Gross Alpha Beta 
Universal Daily Peel wipes and Go-To 
Transformazing sheet masks. They give 
me an instant glow.

B: I try to keep things as simple as 
possible. Sometimes I’ll add magnesium 
salts to a bath if I’m not sleeping well, 
and when it comes to skincare I use 
Maryse and my new favourite, Season, 
which is made locally to order.

How does being near water rejuvenate 
you? A: Having recently moved to 
Melbourne, I’ve discovered how much 
not seeing the water every day affects 
me. I live in Richmond, close to the 
CBD, so I find I have to actively seek out 
the ocean or immerse myself in nature. 
The shift I feel when I do is palpable — 
it’s quite amazing.  
shopbaina.com

OPPOSITE Bailey (left) and 
Anna. RIGHT Anna says the  
pair have a united vision for  
the direction of their brand,  
but when it comes to their 
personal favourites, their 
individual tastes shine through. 
Bailey gravitates to sage green 
Josephine (right) and Bethell 
(below, far right), whereas Anna 
loves clay-hued Clovelly and 
Cove (far right). Also pictured 
here are Roman (below) and 
Hayes (below middle). Each 
towel is finished with Baina’s 
signature terracotta ribbon.



They say if you can dream it, you can do it, and the 
interiors alone at this resort make it worth moving 
heaven and earth to see.

Fantasy island
WORDS 

Philippa Prentice

PHOTOGR APHY  
Karel Balas
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ABOVE The stately old  
bones of the existing  
ranch house contribute  
to Menorca Experimental’s 
timeless character and  
frame magnificent sea  
views. RIGHT Guests dine  
on farm-to-table Basque  
and Catalan cuisine made  
with produce from the area  
and the original on-site 
gardens, which have been 
carefully reconstructed  
using aerial maps. OPPOSITE 
Morocco-based Belgian 
Laurence Leenaert of LRNCE  
has supplied some of her 
signature textiles and ceramics 
for the personality-filled 
interiors, including the 
hand-woven blankets in the 
bedrooms and decorative  
vases overleaf.

Close your eyes, take a calming breath 
and picture yourself where you’d rather 
be — in Menorca. This unspoiled Spanish 
idyll has been a UNESCO-protected 
biosphere reserve since 1993, preserving 
it as a juniper- and pine-fringed paradise 
where a diverse ecosystem thrives, the 
cornucopia of bird, marine and plant 
life making it feel a world away from its 
untz-untz Balearic Islands neighbours 
Ibiza and Mallorca.

Central to your Mediterranean 
daydream is a divine new design- 
led stay on 30 sun-kissed hectares  
near Alaior, 13km from the capital  
of Máhon. Here, a 19th-century finca 
(country estate) has been transformed  
by Experimental Group and lauded 
French interior designer Dorothée 

Meilichzon (founder of Paris practice 
Chzon) into a luxury agritourism 
venture, Menorca Experimental. 
Conceived as the summer residence  
of an imaginary artist (à la the homes 
away from home of Salvador Dalí  
in Cadaqués, Pablo Picasso on the 
French Riviera and Le Corbusier in 
Roquebrune-Cap-Martin), it has  
34 flawlessly composed rooms, nine 
villas with their own dipping pools,  
a shared infinity pool, indoor and al 
fresco restaurants and cocktail bars, 
and even a restored chapel available  
to host weddings and other events. 

Finding yourself here for real is  
to be surrounded by a colour palette  
that references the Menorca sky  
— golden dawn to blazing sunset. >  
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THIS PAGE Menorca 
Experimental’s material  
palette champions nature’s  
best and includes items 
recycled from the former  
farm, including roof tiles, 
wooden beams and local  
marès stone. Rustic drystone, 
waxed concrete, glazed 
terracotta tiles, leather and  
pale olive timber are some  
of the other materials used to 
bring the streamlined interior 
design to life. Further playful 
touches include the colour 
blocking and painted 
architraves. OPPOSITE The 
resort’s rebuild was undertaken 
by a team of local craftspeople, 
and the furniture made to 
Dorothée’s specifications  
by skilled artisans.

Capturing the zeitgeist without 
conforming to any one genre, the 
playful fit-out infuses the island’s 
laid-back energy into every space 
and hints at Dorothée’s background  
in toy design. An updated nod to the 
existing architecture, formed cement 
and other materials throughout 
communicate a fun semi-circle  
motif via built-in shelving, headboards, 
mirrors and more. It’s an immersive 
crafted experience right down to  
the graphic design, hand-drawn 
alphabet and illustrations on which 
Dorothée collaborated with French 
art director and photographer Karel 
Balas, and the customised-clay light 
fixtures she produced with French 
ceramicist Léa Munsch. 

While respecting the sustainable 
tourism values that have long been 
imperative to the island’s custodians, 
Menorca Experimental invites you to 
contemplate, commune with nature  
and generally lose track of time within 
the walled gardens. Attend on-site 
yoga, pottery and painting classes;  
pad down the paths to a secluded 
nearby cove to sunbathe on the pebble 
beach and swim in the cerulean sea;  
and hike or horseride to explore the 
prehistoric stone megaliths that  
pepper this place. Or, if your island 
fantasy simply involves slowing  
right down, pick one of the many 
private corners on the property,  
press pause and just be.  
menorcaexperimental.com
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP Visage 9 vase,  
$263, lrnce.com. Tan Leather armchair,  
$1849, corcovado.co.nz. Guava coloured 
concrete, POA, peterfell.co.nz. Pōtae hat,  
$45, blackbirdgoods.co.nz. 

GET THE 
LOOK
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CAPRICHO ——  Homeware

Designed by London-based New Zealander  
Tim Rundle for Menu, this TR Bulb Suspension 
Frame holds four clever TR Bulb lights to create 
elegant pendant lighting with a touch of drama 
that works equally well over kitchen benchtops, 
dining suites and boardroom tables. See this 
and more beautifully functional lighting in  
store and online at Capricho. 

capricho.co.nz

BOCONCEPT ——  Interior design

BoConcept are experts at making design, 
furniture and colour come together in your 
home. If you need someone to bounce ideas 
off, their interior decorators are on hand to  
help you complete any scheme — single rooms, 
small apartments, big houses or corporate 
spaces. Book a free consultation with one  
of BoConcept’s interior decorators today.

info@boconcept.co.nz
boconcept.co.nz

DULUX ——  Colour design service

With Dulux’s colour design service, a skilled 
interior designer can help you select the right 
hues for your home for as little as $125 per  
hour — plus, the summer special sees you  
save $75 on your first hour of residential  
colour advice. Conditions apply; to book  
and for more information, visit the website  
or call the number below.

0800 808 424
dulux.co.nz

THE IVY HOUSE ——  Rugs

The Ivy’s House’s core values of quality, 
craftsmanship and sustainability sit alongside 
those of Armadillo & Co, who believe their 
handmade rugs have a special place in today’s 
world. Crafted by master artisans, the pure-wool 
Agra rug is available in 10 nature-inspired colours 
perfect for both classic and contemporary 
living. Visit The Ivy House’s Parnell showroom 
to experience the artistry of Armadillo & Co.

hello@theivyhouse.co.nz
theivyhouse.co.nz

VAN BRANDENBURG ——  Design

Architecture Van Brandenburg uses organic 
forms to capture nature’s extraordinary 
aesthetic and functionality. Their new range  
of handcrafted homeware will add beauty  
and a sophisticated touch of the outdoors  
to your home. Teacups to tables, coasters  
to vases, you’ll find it all in their online store. 

contact@avb.co.nz 
vanbrandenburg.co.nz/object

ARTISAN ——  Interiors

The iconic oversized Stendig calendar was 
designed in 1966 by late Italian modernist 
Massimo Vignelli and so well-received it was 
included that year in the Design collection  
of New York’s Museum of Modern Art. It’s  
now printed by the Cromwell Company in 
Nashville, Tennesse and available in New  
Zealand from Artisan.

artisancollective.co.nz/stendig
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If you’d like your business to be featured in the homestyle Catalog, please email us at advertising@homestyle.co.nz.

OAKLEYS ——  Bathrooms

Oakleys is now open in Cromwell. Call in to 12 
Hughes Crescent to see the sleek new showroom 
with displays that’ll help spark your imagination 
and simplify your decision-making. Oakleys’ 
product partners are among the best in the world. 
From German precision and breathtaking Italian 
design, to locally made products of supreme 
quality, they have one of the finest and largest 
ranges in New Zealand. Design, supply, problem- 
solving — the team’s here to help at every turn.

oakleysplumbing.co.nz

HOMESTYLE ——  Content creation

At homestyle, we’re specialists in working with 
brands to create innovative, integrated, bespoke 
home and lifestyle content. From initial concept 
to polished finish, our clients benefit from our 
in-depth understanding of these categories 
and our expert design, styling and editorial 
advice. Gain exposure across multiple channels, 
including print and online. Contact us to learn 
how to further the reach of your next campaign. 

09 300 7544
nick@homestyle.co.nz

ST CLEMENTS ——  Furniture

St Clements is a residential and commercial 
furniture showroom housing a collection of 
classic and contemporary lifestyle pieces.  
They’ve become well known for their offering  
of 100% Italian linen sofas and armchairs with 
machine-washable covers that make them  
not only luxurious but hard-wearing. Visit  
the new showroom in Auckland’s Grey Lynn  
to see the extensive range.

stclements.co.nz

ART ASSOCIATES ——  Artwork

With a vast selection of original contemporary 
artwork from established and emerging artists 
based locally and around the globe, Art 
Associates offers paintings, works on paper, 
sculpture and photography for sale or lease.  
They’ll work with you, your interior designer  
or your architect to find the perfect piece  
for your home or business.

info@artassociates.co.nz
artassociates.co.nz

ROCKET ——  Coffee machines

Whatever your kitchen décor, Rocket Espresso’s 
range of domestic machines add a chic finishing 
touch with their top-quality pairing of design 
and function that makes mornings that much 
more enjoyable. Head to the Rocket Espresso 
store at 208 Ponsonby Road, Auckland to view 
the complete range.

09 974 4860
rocket@atomiccoffee.co.nz 

ESCEA ——  Heating

Escea’s latest release, the DS Series of gas 
fireplaces, gives you less of everything to  
offer more than ever before. Less unnecessary 
detail places a greater focus on the flames;  
less wasted heat means a higher efficiency 
rating; and less depth results in a sleek look 
with a small footprint. The DS series is available 
in both single- and double-sided designs. 

escea.com/ds-series
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(six issues) for only $51. You’ll receive 
your copies hot off the press and save 
$18 — 26% off the cover price. 
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The
Home

Collection

Hand finished brass fittings &
accessories for the home.

Shop online now at
powersurge.co.nz

Winter 19


