
Make yours an Endless Summer®

Fleming’s Endless Summer® is an exciting range of repeat flowering hydrangea  
designed to bring beautiful blooms to gardens all summer long.
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DWARF FRUIT   

Blueberry Kisses® and 
Blueberry Burst® are part of the 
PlantNet® Backyard Beauties™ 

dwarf fruit tree range.

SUITABLE FOR MOST 
CLIMATES IN AUSTRALIA

Dwarf, compact, evergreen and self-pollinating 
producing exceptional amounts of big fruit.

Blueberry Burst® fruits first, beginning in 
mid July in warmer climates and fruiting for 

3-4 months followed by Blueberry Kisses® for 
3-4 months (6-8 months of delicious fruit).

For a list of stockists go to www.plantnet.com.au Also available from the PlantNet online shop

  TREES SMALL TREES, BIG FRUIT

Exclusive to PlantNet®

The dwarf fruit trees in the PlantNet® 
Backyard Beauties™ collection are chosen 

for their great eating qualities.

Avaiable as potted trees, Spring, Summer and 
Autumn from selected retail nurseries.

Email: info@plantnet.com.au  |  Ph: 07 3491 9905 Also available from the PlantNet online shop
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Head to www.earthlife.com.au to see the full 
range of products and fi nd your nearest stockist.
FREE CALL 1800 819 003

2020 INTERNATIONAL YEAR 
OF PLANT HEALTH

Head to www.earthlife.com.au to see the full 
range of products and fi nd your nearest stockist.
FREE CALL 1800 819 003

2020 INTERNATIONAL YEAR 
OF PLANT HEALTH



100% natural, organic, certifi ed solutions 
for any soils and conditions – even potted 
plants. Earthlife products revitalise and 
reinvigorate your soils, plants and gardens.

Reduce water usage and grow Reduce water usage and grow 
stronger, healthier gardens and 
stronger, healthier gardens and lawns that are ready to handle the 

lawns that are ready to handle the extremes of the harsh Australian climate
extremes of the harsh Australian climate

DROUGHT-PROOF YOUR GARDENS
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editor’s note

I
t’s when the intense heat of summer finally passes 

that outdoor entertaining can become thoroughly 

enjoyable again, rather than just a) a necessity for 

those who have no air conditioning inside the home 

or b) a no-no for those who have.

Having friends and family over, whether in large 

numbers or small, should always be a pleasure and it 

should also always be comfortable, easy and practical. 

And if your backyard can look really good while you’re 

at it, why not? We’re covering all these angles and more 

in this special outdoor entertaining edition of Backyard, 

with tips on the perfect outdoor cooking set-up to suit 

your needs (barbecue or wood-fired oven?), as well 

as water features (p74), how to get your audio right 

(p80) and introducing a little sport into your garden. Of 

course, we’ve also got a bevy of horticultural beauties 

in our Designer Gardens section, with entertainer’s 

delights to inspire and wow you, as well as envy-

inducing design snapshots from around the world. 

Dig a little deeper and you can meet permaculture puritan Ben Shaw and find out just what 

sort of garden a spice merchant has — both featured in our Backyard Revolution pages.

All that plus the best books, products and plants available right now, and you’ll be ready for 

your first outdoor soirée in no time at all. Happy entertaining!   

Angela
Editor

Editor Angela Young
Email: ayoung@umco.com.au
Deputy Editor Cassie Haywood
Writers Marcus Gale, Cat Woods, Madison La Pira, 
Cassandra Elliott, Karen Booth, Carrol Baker, Kate 
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com. This magazine may have some content that is advertorial 
or promotional in nature. This book is copyright. Apart from any 
fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, criticism 
or review as permitted under the Copyright Act, no part may be 
reproduced by any process without written permission. Enquiries 
should be addressed to the publishers. The publishers believe all 
the information supplied in this book to be correct at the time of 
printing. They are not, however, in a position to make a guarantee 
to this effect and accept no liability in the event of any information 
proving inaccurate. Prices, addresses and phone numbers were, 
after investigation and to the best of our knowledge and belief, up 
to date at the time of printing, but the shifting sands of time may 
change them in some cases. It is not possible for the publishers 
to ensure that advertisements which appear in this publication 
comply with the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth) and 
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The Lifestyle Modular Outdoor kitchen range Unit 6/9 Fitzpatrick Street, Revesby NSW 2212

SYDNEY PLEASE CALL: (02) 9773 6245

www.lifestylebbqs.com
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-2.30pm

Visit our website, www.lifestylebbqs.com to see videos of our BBQs 
in action and get detailed information on how to specify your ideal 
Outdoor Kitchen. We manufacture in Australia and you buy direct 
from the factory. Lifestyle BBQs can be shipped Australia wide. 
Built-in and mobile BBQs also available.

The Australian Barbeque 

Greenhills BeachAvalon

Clontarf

AUSTRALIAN MADE | BBQS & OUTDOOR KITCHENS | FACTORY DIRECT | 25 YEAR WARRANTY
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FOLLOW US

facebook.com/backyardmag

completehome.com.au/outdoors 

don't miss a beat
Keep in touch and up to date

GAMES FOR LIFE 
If you’re entertaining families, it’s always 

important to remember the littlies. Bored children 

can put quite a dampener on an evening get-together 

before you can say “tanty”, so be sure to provide something 

to entertain them while you’re sipping your wine around the 

barbecue. If you don’t have room for entire sports provisions 

(though check out page 87 if you do), you could plump for 

a moveable game such as Planet Finska’s croquet, which 

only requires a patch of lawn. Plum Products also has 

some fantastic options for amusing tearaways, including 

a gorgeous Mud Pie Kitchen and Nature Play Hideaway. 

planetfinska.com.au; plumplay.com.au
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2020: THE INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF PLANT HEALTH 
As we venture forth into the new decade, Australia will be making 

the most of the first International Year of Plant Health by promoting 

how much we value plants and how we can best protect them. 

Plant Health Australia (PHA), the national coordinator of the 

government–industry partnership for plant biosecurity funded by 

39 plant industries and all Australian governments, is encouraging 

everyone who depends on plants (which is basically all of us) to 

get involved in the celebrations. “Whether it be plants grown as 

crops, in plantation forests, in backyard gardens or in the natural 

environment, they’re essential to our economy, the environment, our 

health and wellbeing,” PHA executive director and CEO Greg Fraser 

says. “It’s important to be vigilant. PHA has identified some 370 

pests and diseases that threaten our plant industries but there are 

some particularly concerning ones. For example, Australia is making 

a great effort to keep brown marmorated stink bugs and Xylella 
fastidiosa out of the country.” Bee mites, too, are an increasingly 

serious problem. “Just as important is avoiding moving pests and 

diseases that we already have here around the country from farm 

to farm, region to region and into our unique 

environmental areas,” Greg adds. See how 

you can help celebrate the International 

Year of Plant Health in Australia by visiting 

planthealthyear.org.au, where you can find 

out details of events, information on how to 

protect plants and upload stories about people 

making a difference in plant health.

HELP AFTER THE BUSHFIRES 
Did you know weeding is one way you can help in the aftermath of 

Australia’s terrible bushfire season? Although some weeds are killed 

in a blaze, in areas previously infested with weeds fire can stimulate 

their seed banks to germinate, outgrowing native fauna. Don Driscoll, 

professor of terrestrial ecology at Deakin University, says: “With a 

coordinated volunteer effort, these weeds can be taken out before 

they seed… With follow-up weeding, we can leave our national 

parks and reserves — and even bushland on farms — in a better 

state than they were before the fires.” If we do nothing now, Don 

warns, the quality of our national parks will decline as weeds take 

over and native species are lost. “You can volunteer to do your bit… 

there are many existing park care, bush care and ‘friends of’ groups 

coordinated by local governments. They’re waiting for you to join so 

they can start planning the restoration task in fire-affected areas.” 

(Learn more at The Conversation, tinyurl.com/wghyy65 ). People are 

also being urged to use their mobile phones for good: to monitor the 

recovery of bushfire-affected plants and animals for the Environment 

Recovery Project, which will inform future research. Anyone in fire-

affected areas can participate, no matter their scientific knowledge or 

camera skills: just download the mobile app — available  via the global 

citizen science iNaturalist website — take a photo of a burnt tree, for 

example, and upload the image to the app. inaturalist.org

To truly lounge in style, you need a wooden hammock. It might 
sound a bit wacky, but if guests clapped eyes on this award-
winning piece from Adam Cornish Design, they’d be queuing 
up for a lie down. Made from a single piece of sustainable 
plywood, its flexible curved timber design doesn’t just look 
like the human spine, its advanced ergonomics allow the user 
to be cradled perfectly in a cocoon-like suspended bed. It’s not 
cheap at $3900, but what a way to lounge! adamcornish.com

WOODEN YOU LOVE ONE?

BIRD’S-EYE 
VIEW
When everyone’s gathered 

in your backyard, what 

better way to capture the 

moment for eternity than 

with a group photo from up 

high? DJI’s Mavic Mini drone 

is teeny and ultra-light (249g), 

easy to fly and takes great shots 

in high definition — 2.7K video at 

30fps, 1080p at 60 frames per second, 

or 12-megapixel photographs using the 

1/2.3-inch sensor — from anywhere you like. Buzz through your guests 

for candid shots, or get the perfect action pic of the kids playing without 

even leaving your seat! dji.com/mavic-mini
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To truly lounge in style, you need a wooden hammock. It might
sound a bit wacky, but if guests clapped eyes on this award-
winning piece from Adam Cornish Design, they’d be queuing
up for a lie down. Made from a single piece of sustainable
plywood, its flexible curved timber design doesn’t just look
like the human spine, its advanced ergonomics allow the user
to be cradled perfectly in a cocoon-like suspended bed. It’s not
cheap at $3900, but what a way to lounge! adamcornish.com

WOODEN YOU LOVE ONE?

BIRD’S-EYE 
VIEW
When everyone’s gathered 

in your backyard, what 

better way to capture the 

moment for eternity than 

with a group photo from up 

high? DJI’s Mavic Mini drone 

is teeny and ultra-light (249g), 

easy to fly and takes great shots 

in high definition — 2.7K video at 

30fps, 1080p at 60 frames per second, 

or 12-megapixel photographs using the 

1/2.3-inch sensor — from anywhere you like. Buzz through your guests 

for candid shots, or get the perfect action pic of the kids playing without 

even leaving your seat! dji.com/mavic-mini
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the Makers
In honour of the Melbourne International Flower and Garden 

Show (25-29 March), event director Marcus Gale shares his 
top 10 gardens from the event’s 25-year history 

I SEE WILD (2017)
In 2017, Phillip Withers Landscape Design captured the spirit of 
an entire country in its show garden I See Wild. The garden was a 
celebration of the Australian landscape, taking inspiration from our 
country’s natural rugged beauty and unique biosphere. Adorned with 
slabs of bluestone and hand-carved pavers, and bordered by native 
flowers, plants and herbs, it was a true reflection of Australia’s natural 

terrain. This was a space where you felt truly immersed in nature and 
one which remained true to the designer’s testament: “I step out the 
back door, I see nature, I see wild”. Fourteen boys from Warrnambool’s 
Clontarf Academy helped design and engrave the bluestone pavers, 
telling a story using Indigenous symbols. For me, the real triumph of 
this design is its celebration of Australia’s First Nations culture.
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THE OTHER SIDE (2019)
To me, the 2019 gold medal-winning garden The Other 
Side is a perfect iteration of the modern Australian 
backyard. Inspired by the wistful adage “the grass is 
always greener on the other side”, the garden was 
designed to reflect a sophisticated family backyard 
that offers something for everyone. The design and 
construction team of Jason Hodges, Candeo Design and 
Semken Landscaping (for Lawn Solutions Australia) 
collaborated to create a garden with a series of 
connected zones, featuring two expanses of lawn, a 
raised plunge pool, lush gardens and a central deck and 
pergola, perfect for entertaining. The result: a versatile 
and comfortable space to cater for all of life’s moments, 
providing a stylish and comfortable place to relax and 
enjoy for years to come.
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CUBE2 (2013)
For inspiration on how to seamlessly integrate built elements into your 
backyard, look to Cube2, designed and constructed by Scott Wynd from 
MINT Pool + Landscape Design (previously TLC Design). Scott crafted a 
contemporary garden space inspired by inner-urban dwellers who take 
pride in their small gardens. His goal was to create a garden that set out 
to “reclaim our diminishing garden space, returning to an emphasis on 

planting and the personal relationship between people and their private 
open space”. Winning Best in Show, the garden featured a detailed 
timber wall and textured herb garden beds alongside aromatic plants 
to add additional sensory engagement to the space. This was a simply 
beautiful garden — a tranquil space to sit outdoors and enjoy a meal or 
beverage with friends and family.
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REFLECTIONS (2011)
In 2011, Dean Herald won Best in Show 
for his aquatic show garden Reflections. 
Inspired by the journey that people with 
mood disorders go through, Dean and 
his team created a beautifully calm and 
relaxing show garden where visitors could 
come and share their own experiences. 
The space achieved the perfect balance 
between serenity and strength. It featured 
an expansive pavilion with a lounge area, 
fireplace, a breathtaking curved roof, 
reflection pond and outdoor bathroom all 
surrounded by lush gardens that offered 
seclusion and privacy.
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LEGACIES (2017)
Horticultural and landscape expert Steve Day created Legacies 
in 2017 on behalf of the Tree & Shrub Growers of Victoria, to 
showcase the rich variety of plants on offer at the show — and 
that he did. The garden featured more than 120 species and 
10,000 plants, with lush ferns and grasses stretched around 
a man-made creek (constructed just for the event). Full of 
great ideas for a relaxed family layout and featuring cool green 
spaces to sit, areas to entertain friends and spots for children 
to play, the garden evoked tranquillity and relaxation. This was 
one show garden that I would have loved to have called my own.
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JOURNEY (2019)
In collaboration with Beyond Blue, MUSA Landscape Architecture’s Ryan 
McMahon created Journey — a wellbeing-themed plot inspired by the 
path to improved mental health. Drawn from the designer’s own mental 
health journey, Ryan created a space that conveyed, both physically 
and metaphorically, the way to improving mental health. Conceptually, 

the garden takes inspiration from the form of an aeroplane, a “symbol 
of the journey” that recognises how better mental health correlates 
with our connection to friends, family and place. The garden was full of 
symbolism, with a very high step at its entrance representing the first 
step to recovery that’s always the hardest.
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AUSTRALIAN CASE STUDY GARDEN (2018)
To mark the 70th anniversary of Australian House & Garden, Eckersley 
Garden Architecture designed a contemporary garden to pay homage 
to the Aussie backyard. The Australian Case Study Garden referenced 
plants and materials seen across Aussie gardens over the past seven 

decades. It showcased veggie patches and gum trees, native plantings 
and ornamental shrubs, with an outdoor barbecue and enough lawn for 
a game of cricket. The space was immersive and inviting, an expression 
of everything I personally love about the Australian backyard.
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THE LOGGIA (2019)
The gardens of Renaissance-era Italy 
inspired this award-winning showpiece 
at the 2019 Flower and Garden Show, 
designed by five landscape architects from 
TRACT Consultants. Titled The Loggia, 
the garden was the perfect combination 
of romance and practicality, utilising 
colourful, soft planting alongside a 
mixture of exotic and native dry-climate 
plants. Drawing together architecture, 
landscaping and artistic vision, the 
centrepiece of the garden was the arched 
loggia clad in terracotta tiles laid in a 
herringbone pattern for a contemporary 
take on historic architecture and hot-
climate planting.
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QUIETUDE (2015)
In 2015, Cycas Landscape Design and Lisa Ellis Gardens won gold and 
Best in Show for Quietude. Their objective was to create a garden that 
quietly celebrated outdoor life and horticulture, while championing local 
producers and their materials. Living up to its name, the garden was calm 

and quiet, with a central pavilion, firepit, large lawn area and beautiful 
bluestone walls and paving. As you’d expect from Mark Browning of 
Cycas, the standard of the installation was world-class and, from Lisa 
Ellis, the planting was an alluring mix of substantial and delicate.
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THE GREENERY GARDEN ( 2016)
The Greenery Garden, presented by The 
Greenery Garden Centre and designed by 
Vivid Design, was a gold-medal award-
winning showpiece demonstrating the 
structure, texture, contrast and colour 
that great garden design can bring to any 
backyard. The designers wanted this garden 
to be a reminder to everyone that plants 
play an important role in garden design; 
they’re not just an afterthought. What I 
love about this garden is that it will be 
appreciated for years to come — designed 
to change and evolve over time, yet created 
to nurture and nourish those who inhabit it 
with its sense of place and familiarity.
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Snapshot
A look at some inspiring backyards around Australia and th e world

POCKET PARK
Rather than clearing the site for the new house, the home and 

garden were designed to keep and care for the existing trees. 

Affectionately dubbed a “pocket park”, the garden is bursting 

with life thanks to the long-established ornamental pear and 

silver birch trees. One tree even goes inside an outer screening to 

become almost part of the home’s architecture. Defying the norm 

for a typical garden, this backyard enjoys the natural flora of the 

area, while creating a home around the garden to complement it. 

maynardarchitects.com; bushprojects.com.au
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JAPANESE TRANQUILLITY
When designing a peaceful haven away from the hustle 

and bustle of life, what better style to incorporate into 

a garden than Japanese? Perched 90m up on a clifftop 

ridge overlooking Onetangi Bay, New Zealand, this 

garden is full of beautiful elements that culminate in a 

soothing aesthetic. Water features, pared-back styling 

and a circle “window” that peeks through to the 2.5m 

plunge pool work together harmoniously. A green 

backdrop of leafy trees and ferns keeps nature close. 

This garden shows the power of simple elements done 

well. lanternhouse.co.nz; herbstarchitects.co.nz

TURNING CIRCLES
One of our favourite materials in any garden 

is sandstone. Combine this with a gorgeous 

curved design and coastal planting and 

you’ll have a winner in our books. “Slender 

Weaver” bamboo screens the rear boundary 

with firepit entertaining just below. The 

vertical rail following the shape of the stairs 

mimics the bamboo and tall plantings 

without interrupting the garden views. A 

neat collaboration between Luigi Rosselli 

Architects for the home and Growing Rooms 

for the garden, the different areas and 

levels are linked by different shades of blue, 

green and grey.  We’re not the only ones 

who love this project — the Bellevue Hill 

Hilltop Retreat took home the bronze award 

for Residential Design & Construction over 

$75,000 at 2019’s TLA Landscape Excellence 

Awards. growingrooms.com.au
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THE PERFECT MATCH
Pairing perfectly shaped hedges with 

leafy bamboo, this inner-Melbourne 

garden mixes work and play effortlessly. 

An egg-shaped garden feature hosts a 

small tree, an unusual accompaniment 

to the surrounding planting. Beyond 

the landscape itself, this garden is 

styled with fun shapes and bright 

colours of furniture. From the white 

daybed to the bright-yellow side table 

and the colourful cushions scattered 

on a recessed seating area, this 

garden is a unique blast from the past. 

anthonyscottlandscapedesign.com.au

ALL SHAPES AND SIZES
Gardens: some big, some small, all 

precious pockets of the outdoors where 

residents can enjoy the sun and a bit 

of nature. That’s certainly the case for 

this home, where an internal courtyard 

provides views of nature to the surrounding 

rooms. This garden was influenced by 

the homeowner’s love of Japanese-style 

and 1950s design. A magnificent weeping 

Japanese maple sits atop a raised mound 

with smaller ground-cover plants almost 

touching the Bluestone stepping stones. 

These stepping stones connect the 

bedroom and living room, dissolving the 

distinction between inside and out. Showing 

that a garden needn't always be at the back 

of the home, this project celebrates nature 

and its importance alongside daily life. 

steffenwelsch.com.au; ksldesign.com.au
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COASTAL CREATION
It may sound obvious, but when your garden is near a 

beach then you need to use coast-loving plants. With 

the water just beyond the property’s boundary, this 

garden showcases a diverse range of species that blend 

seamlessly into the beach’s own plantings. A small 

dining spot set below the main garden enjoys a private, 

priceless view, perfect for quiet mornings with a coffee 

in hand while listening to the waves. Sun-bleached wood 

complements the location and is continued throughout the 

garden. Bright colour is added to this lovely coastal setting 

by scattered Birds of Paradise. stylensimplicity.com.au

THREE’S NO CROWD
An established garden in Brighton, Victoria, 

this entertainer’s dream offers three 

alfresco seating areas for three different 

purposes. A larger dining area lies close 

to the home, while a long timber pergola 

offers a place for day and night drinking. 

The homeowners can enjoy coffee on the 

couches down one end of the leafy pergola, 

while the other side is complete with bar 

stools and a high table for sipping wine as 

the sun goes down. Surrounded by lush, 

tall Waterhousea hedges and ornamental 

grapevines, greenery is never far from sight 

or reach. justinecarlile.com.au
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T
o say Ben Shaw’s 650sqm Geelong 

backyard has undergone a 

revolution is probably something 

of an understatement. More than a 

decade ago, the 43-year-old father of two set 

about transforming his house into “an edible 

garden oasis”, embarking on a journey into 

permaculture from which he hasn’t looked back. 

“I had a clear vision to grow healthy, diverse 

and nutritious food for my family and friends 

and I wanted everyone to know that they could 

do the same,” he says. “The benefits were clear 

back then and even clearer today — locally 

grown food is great for families, the community 

and our environment.”

The first couple of years spent clearing, 

weeding, chopping and attempting to grow 

various edibles taught Ben he needed 

more than just enthusiasm for his project 

to succeed, so he set about studying a 

permaculture design course, which turned 

out to be a game changer. “Now I had some 

tools, techniques and, more importantly, 

the inspiration to turn our backyard into 

something really special,” he recalls.

A mid-project sojourn to South America 

opened Ben’s eyes to the problems the 

planet was facing due to man’s abuse of the 

natural world. “Whether it be mining, logging 

or agriculture — as a people, we are slowly 

destroying the ecosystem that’s meant to 

sustain us,” he says. His project then took 

A PERMACULTURE

This edible oasis feeds a family’s bodies and minds, 
as well as inspiring the local community

perma-smile

Ben believes the presence of 
backyard chickens is key to 
the permaculture process.
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ABOVE Peas in a pod.
FAR BOTTOM LEFT There are more than 30 fruit trees 
growing on the property.

BEN’S TOP TIPS
1 Use and value resources close by. Most 

of my garden is built from salvaged 
bluestones, bricks, sleepers and rocks

2   Aim to have as much diversity in your garden 
as possible

3  Rescue some ex-battery hens! Chooks are 
brilliant pets — they take care of pests and 
help produce the best soil

4  Continually improve your soil through 
composting, chickens, worm farms, chop and 
drop, green manures and diversity of plants

5  Espalier fruit trees — it’s a great use of 
space. You’ll have more variety and they’re 
easier to net

“A garden is a great 
teacher for life. 

It connects us to what is 
real and precious”
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“I love fr uit trees — th ey really teach you to be in touch with  th e seasons”

Ben spends about an hour 
a day tending his garden, 

more at weekends.

Espaliering fruit 
trees is one of 
Ben’s passions.
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“I love fruit trees — they really teach you to be in touch with the seasons”

Ben spends about an hour 
a day tending his garden, 

more at weekends.

Espaliering fruit 
trees is one of 
Ben’s passions.



PERMACULTURE
/pəːməkʌltʃə/
noun

The development of agricultural ecosystems 

intended to be sustainable and self-sufficient.
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on even deeper meaning, with Ben vowing 

to spread the message of permaculture and 

encourage people to grow food sustainably.

Down to earth in every sense of the phrase, 

Ben now runs year-round edible gardening 

workshops for all ages, as well as consulting 

with families and businesses on how to design 

beautiful gardens that provide maximum yield.

“My life is now healthier, more fulfilling, 

more community-minded,” he says. “And a 

significant part of this has been achieved 

through the simple act of growing food.”

Key to the process, he believes, is the 

presence of backyard chooks. The four hens 

sharing the land with his family ensure the 

quality of the soil is always high. (Some of the 

hilarious names the family have called their 

hens include Audrey “Henburn”, “Yolko” Ono, 

“Baraaack” Obama and Gwyneth “Poultry”!)

Feathered friends aside, however, for Ben, 

it’s all about the fruits of his labours — along 

with annuals, his cultivational space is taken 

up predominantly by fruit trees. “I love fruit 

trees,” he enthuses. “They really teach you to 

be in touch with the seasons.” With more than 

30 already on the property (a mixture of annuals 

and perennials), it’s his dream to make a more 

diverse garden by cramming even more in, 

especially a mango tree, though he admits that 

may never happen. Espaliering fruit trees is 

also a passion.

TIME WELL SPENT
Generally speaking, Ben spends about an hour 

a day maintaining the garden and between 

two and four on weekends. It’s not just single-

purpose, either — it’s a space, in his words, for 

“food growing, chickens, composting, flowers, 

educational workshops and socialising”.

It’s the connection with nature that really 

brings a perma-smile to his face — that and 

the healthy eating the garden ensures for 

Ben and his young family, plus the community 

connection through the sharing of produce.

“A garden is a great teacher for life,” he 

says. “It connects us to what is real and 

precious — seasonality, soil, plants, animals 

and humans.”

Drawing inspiration from other gardens 

and gardeners (“I’m inspired by people who 

value and care for nature and by nature itself”), 

Ben loves to embrace, work with and respect 

nature. “I love working with recycled materials, 

especially timber,” he says. “I also love working 

with rock to form beds.”

In an ideal future, he hopes for real 

change: “I would love to see our food system 

transform from an industrial to a regenerative 

one that enhances health and wellbeing for 

all,” he says.

Ultimately, his advice for other gardeners 

looking to embrace permaculture is not to be 

scared: “The worst thing is to procrastinate and 

not do anything. Before you do, though, think 

about design,” Ben advises. “It will save you a 

lot of heartbreak in the long run.”

Take some time 
to plan the layout 
of your garden.
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M
aria Konecsny is the co-founder 

of Gewürzhaus Herb & Spice 

Merchants along with her sister, 

Eva. There are five stores in 

Melbourne, two in Sydney and one in Canberra. 

The most recent store to open was launched in 

December in Sydney’s Castle Hill. 

Needless to say, Maria’s a busy woman and 

so her garden provides both sustenance and 

sanctuary. Together with her husband and son, 

she lives in Healesville in Victoria, where for the 

past five years they’v e maintained a beautiful 

three-quarter-acre (0.3-hectare) garden on the 

banks of the Graceburn Creek.

“The garden was established by the previous 

owner about 10 years ago, so the trees were 

semi-mature and most of the garden beds were 

established,” Maria says. “On the whole, they 

did a great job of laying out the garden and 

landscaping. The owner had a great fondness 

for buddleja — we counted about 20 throughout 

the garden, many of which we’ve removed.”

Maria’s grandmother and great-

grandmother had instilled in her a deep 

Ever wondered what a genuine herb and spice 
merchant’s garden looks like? Step on in…

passion for baking, cooking and nourishing with 

food. In fact, Maria’s mother, Gabi, is a silent 

partner in Gewürzhaus and remains passionate 

about food and flavour. The desire to build a 

garden that nourishes stemmed from her food- 

and flavour-rich family heritage.

“We designed a beautiful big space with 

a large table as the central focus for family 

gatherings, and a sandpit so my son could play 

while I was in the garden,” Maria says. “We built 

elevated 1m-wide beds using lined treated pine. 

We planted four fruit trees along the back wall: 

apricot, sour cherry, sweet cherry and peach.”

The veggie garden is fed with organic 

matter rather than adding soil. Maria is still 

experimenting with various ways to nurture 

the plants.

“For the veggie garden, I start with a layer 

of green manure (including weeds), then cow 

manure, mushroom compost and lucerne hay,” 

Maria says. “I also throw small amounts of 

home compost into the early layers to get the 

microorganism levels up to help with breaking 

down everything into delicious soil. I don’t use 

Both Maria and her 
four-year-old son love 
being in the garden.
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The garden provides both 
sustenance and sanctuary 
for Maria and her family.
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Harvesting is a 
particularly enjoyable 
part of the process.

“For th e veggie garden, start with  
a layer of green manure (including 

weeds), th en cow manure, mushroom 
compost and lucerne hay”
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fertilisers other than an occasional brew of 

self-harvested seaweed and comfrey leaves 

that I make up. This way weed control is not 

an issue, but we did consciously decide to stop 

using Roundup a few years ago, so keeping the 

long driveway weed-free has been a challenge. 

I’m experimenting with Epsom salt/vinegar/

detergent to see if I can find something natural 

that will work here.”

Another challenge has been keeping 

the north-west-facing garden beds from 

experiencing damage in the scorching 

summers, as well as the increasing number 

of rabbits that love perennials.

In addition to the veggie garden, Maria 

has planted fruit trees, which remind her 

of a childhood spent in German forests and 

mountains. “We’ve planted a variety of fruit 

trees as well as a gorgeous blushing crab 

apple and a blue spruce,” she says. “We’ve also 

planted medicinal plants and herbs of all sorts, 

such as calendula (the deep orange just makes 

me happy and makes me feel alive), lavender 

to make the entrance to the veggie patch, and 

winter savoury because it’s essential for so 

many vegetable dishes I cook.” And Maria’s 

face lights up as she exclaims: “Dahlias! I love 

dahlias. We’ve bought lots of perennials from a 

semi-local nursery that specialises in unusual 

perennials. There are many more things, but 

these are the highlights.”

Having never grown vegetables before, Maria 

says the process is a huge learning curve but 

one that’s deeply fulfilling. “I really love to take 

my time in the garden. I don’t view it as a chore 

but rather as a time and place for me to gather 

strength, be quiet and connect with the earth. 

I now go by the ancient moon calendar for 

growing food and find it makes a real difference, 

especially with strike rates of sowing seedlings 

in the pre-full moon part of the month.

“My four-year-old son now walks down to 

our 10sqm raspberry patch, crawls under 

the netting and picks raspberries for his own 

immediate consumption as well as for the 

family. It fills my heart with warmth and I’m 

really humbled and grateful that we’re able 

to ingrain these learnings about growing and 

nature from such a young age.”

Keeping rabbits out of the 
tomatoes has been a challenge.
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THE VIRGIN COCKTAIL GARDEN
DAVID HURST
MODERN BOOKS | $24.99
Make your own refreshing mocktails or cocktails with botanical 

ingredients straight from your garden. Using only fresh fruits, 

garden herbs and exotic spices, this book features 80 recipes for 

anyone interested in making professional-quality drinks from 

the comfort of their own home. Inspired by the latest trends in 

bartending and mixology, The Virgin Cocktail Garden shares expertly 

crafted recipes that promote a healthy, organic lifestyle. You’ll also 

find lists for the essential bar kit, party planning, glassware and the 

perfect finishing touches.

GARDENER’S LOG BOOK
NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
PENGUIN BOOKS | $27.99
Get to know your plants back to front with your own five-year, waterproof log book. 

Write and re-read your own words as you discover the idiosyncrasies of your plants, 

how they grow in different seasons, weather and care. What better way to understand 

your own garden than through your own experiences? Whether you tend a window box, 

cutting garden or raised vegetable beds, keep track and monitor your plants for the 

most hands-on growth. Created by the experts at the New York Botanical Garden, the 

Gardener’s Log Book offers advice on composting, pruning and pest control, as well as 

helpful reminders of when it’s time to fertilise, mulch or transplant.

FLORET FARM’S 
A YEAR IN FLOWERS
ERIN BENZAKEIN
HARDIE GRANT BOOKS | $49.99
Sit back, smell the roses and read this gorgeous book — an 

informative guide to making the most of cut flowers. Be inspired to 

bring some of your favourite parts of the garden inside. Learn the 

ins and outs of flower arranging, from practical care advice to how-

tos on designing more than 25 seasonal arrangements. Brighten a 

friend’s day with a posie, create an incredible centrepiece, or even 

help a friend on their big day with a bridal bouquet. A must-have for 

any flower lover, increase your knowledge or simply enjoy the journey 

through the pages.

CONNECTED
PHILLIP JOHNSON
MURDOCH BOOKS | $59.99
One of Australia’s leading sustainable landscape designers, Phillip 

Johnson became a household name after winning Best in Show at 

the Royal Horticultural Society’s Chelsea Flower and Garden Show in 

2013. He has a real passion for landscape design that brings nature 

close to the home, while letting its natural ecosystem thrive with 

indigenous plants and animals. Within these pages, you can read the 

ideas and execution behind 19 of Phillip’s incredible creations, from 

small suburban spaces to expansive rural landscapes, as well as 

Phillip’s own home garden “laboratory”. Prepare to be inspired to find 

a better way for your backyard.

connected
the sustainable landscapes of PHILLIP JOHNSON

From the 

WINNER  
of Best in Show,  

Royal Horticultural 
Society Chelsea  

Flower Show

DAHLIAS: BEAUTIFUL 
VARIETIES FOR HOME 
AND GARDEN
NAOMI SLADE | ILLUSTRATIONS BY 
GEORGIANNA LANE
HARPERCOLLINS | $39.99
Love or loathe them, dahlias are a statement 

in any garden or flower arrangement. This 

book will quickly become your go-to for all 

things dahlia, with a history of this flower’s 

Aztec origins and guide to the 60 varieties 

available. Celebrate the revival and diversity 

of dahlias as you cover classics such as 

Cafe au Lait and are introduced to some of 

the lesser-known varieties, such as Karma 

Choc and Moonshine. Whether you’ve been 

an admirer of the dahlia for a while or are 

only just discovering this beautiful plant, this 

book has you covered.
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anyone interested in making professional-quality drinks from 

the comfort of their own home. Inspired by the latest trends in 

bartending and mixology, The Virgin Cocktail Garden shares expertly 

crafted recipes that promote a healthy, organic lifestyle. You’ll also 

find lists for the essential bar kit, party planning, glassware and the 

perfect finishing touches.

GARDENER’S LOG BOOK
NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
PENGUIN BOOKS | $27.99
Get to know your plants back to front with your own five-year, waterproof log book. 

Write and re-read your own words as you discover the idiosyncrasies of your plants, 

how they grow in different seasons, weather and care. What better way to understand 

your own garden than through your own experiences? Whether you tend a window box, 

cutting garden or raised vegetable beds, keep track and monitor your plants for the 

most hands-on growth. Created by the experts at the New York Botanical Garden, the 

Gardener’s Log Book offers advice on composting, pruning and pest control, as well as 

helpful reminders of when it’s time to fertilise, mulch or transplant.

FLORET FARM’S 
A YEAR IN FLOWERS
ERIN BENZAKEIN
HARDIE GRANT BOOKS | $49.99
Sit back, smell the roses and read this gorgeous book — an 

informative guide to making the most of cut flowers. Be inspired to 

bring some of your favourite parts of the garden inside. Learn the 

ins and outs of flower arranging, from practical care advice to how-

tos on designing more than 25 seasonal arrangements. Brighten a 

friend’s day with a posie, create an incredible centrepiece, or even 

help a friend on their big day with a bridal bouquet. A must-have for 

any flower lover, increase your knowledge or simply enjoy the journey 

through the pages.

CONNECTED
PHILLIP JOHNSON
MURDOCH BOOKS | $59.99
One of Australia’s leading sustainable landscape designers, Phillip 

Johnson became a household name after winning Best in Show at 

the Royal Horticultural Society’s Chelsea Flower and Garden Show in 

2013. He has a real passion for landscape design that brings nature 

close to the home, while letting its natural ecosystem thrive with 

indigenous plants and animals. Within these pages, you can read the 

ideas and execution behind 19 of Phillip’s incredible creations, from 

small suburban spaces to expansive rural landscapes, as well as 

Phillip’s own home garden “laboratory”. Prepare to be inspired to find 

a better way for your backyard.

connected
the sustainable landscapes of PHILLIP JOHNSON

From the 

WINNER  
of Best in Show,  

Royal Horticultural 
Society Chelsea  

Flower Show

DAHLIAS: BEAUTIFUL 
VARIETIES FOR HOME 
AND GARDEN
NAOMI SLADE | ILLUSTRATIONS BY 
GEORGIANNA LANE
HARPERCOLLINS | $39.99
Love or loathe them, dahlias are a statement 

in any garden or flower arrangement. This 

book will quickly become your go-to for all 

things dahlia, with a history of this flower’s 

Aztec origins and guide to the 60 varieties 

available. Celebrate the revival and diversity 

of dahlias as you cover classics such as 

Cafe au Lait and are introduced to some of 

the lesser-known varieties, such as Karma 

Choc and Moonshine. Whether you’ve been 

an admirer of the dahlia for a while or are 

only just discovering this beautiful plant, this 

book has you covered.
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To provide the soothing sounds of water 
throughout the garden that the clients 

asked for, the team incorporated an urn 
water feature in the space.

WORDS: Cassandra Elliott
IMAGES: Andrew Leakey

T
he team at AQL Landscape Design had 

their work cut out for them with this 

design brief. The clients wanted their 

Melbourne garden to really flourish, 

with a focal water feature plus a social setting 

for gatherings, plus they wanted to highlight 

some areas and soften others.

Thankfully, with the help of the Australian 

Quality Landscaping construction team, AQL met 

the brief with what they call a “country-themed 

garden with a contemporary twist”. 

Firstly, the idea was to create a country-

style garden with a strong emphasis on vibrant 

flower colour, for visual interest throughout the 

seasons as well as food production. The team 

decided to focus on yellow, orange, white and 

red flowers in one area and blue, pink and yellow 

in another.

As the design brief asked for focal points 

throughout, AQL Landscape Design got creative 

to meet these objectives, explaining that they 

also always aim to design a space so that it 

appears larger than it is.

The homeowners initially requested a 

gathering space (or “chill-out” zone) for the 

teenagers. The resulting rear sitting deck is 

now the perfect space for socialising. The 

timber decking was built around an existing 

ornamental pear tree, which provides great 

The two screens are Corten steel, 
selected for its rusted colour, which 

provides a great contrast for foliage.
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shade to the sitting area. And the addition of a 

Corten steel screen contrasts nicely with the 

existing red-brick wall.

As the wall belongs to the neighbour (it’s 

their garage), after some deliberation the team 

decided not to paint or render it but rather to 

just clean it and leave the gorgeous old brick 

exposed. This highlights the rustic appeal of the 

wall and creates a unique, old-world backdrop 

to the new outdoor sitting area.

Screening can be used to detract attention 

from different spaces and highlight other areas 

of the garden. The clients requested some 

spaces to be screened in, such as the rear 

driveway, the garage and the existing water tank. 

However, for the focal areas in the garden, two 

Corten steel screens were added to provide a 

“rusted” appearance. Not only does this rusty 

colour offer a great backdrop for plant foliage 

and flowers, it blends into its surroundings 

as if it was there all along. The screen works 

particularly nicely in the social space, providing 

a gentle boundary and a strong contrast to the 

hard-element materials, such as the brick and 

timber deck. 

To visually soften the boundary fences, 

different plants were used. Stainless-steel 

cabling was attached to the existing north-side 

fence for the climbing clematis to grow on, and 

Australian native plants were added along this 

boundary line to attract local bird life. 

For Wayne De Klijn, landscape architect, 

horticulturist and principal of AQL Landscape 

Design, sustainability is the underlying 

foundation to a successful garden or landscape. 

And this space was no different. For the new 

walling and paving, the team recycled and re-

laid the Castlemaine stone that already existed 

in the garden. The new deck was made from 

plantation-grown spotted gum and, having 

been built around the existing ornamental pear 

tree, created a new appreciation for the old 

centrepiece. The existing water tank was also 

repurposed to water the garden and top up the 

newly added water feature. Granite gravel was 

selected for the permeable path through the 

garden in order to allow water to penetrate into 

the garden beds.

“The team really enjoyed working on this 

space,” Wayne says, adding some tips for those 

working with a small garden. “Use large-format 

pavers, small-leaf foliage plants, great viewing 

lines and corridors or meandering paths to 

make your space seem larger.”

This fantastic garden beautifully showcases 

Wayne’s 38 years of industry experience in all 

aspects of landscape design, consultancy, project 

management and landscape construction. 

Wayne is also an ambassador for the Australian 

Institute of Landscape Architects (AILA), having 

been the recipient of many AILA awards himself. 

He avidly promotes landscape architecture as a 

career and has employed and mentored nearly 

a dozen landscape architect students, as well as 

employing many qualified landscape architects 

through AQL Landscape Design. aql.net.au
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The exposed red brick from the 
neighbour’s garage wall was cleaned 
up and is now a backdrop for the new 

outdoor entertaining and seating area. 
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VIEW FROM THE TOP
A challenging climate is no barrier to a beautiful  outdoor space
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Gravel pathways of Tuscan toppings 
blend seamlessly into mulched gravel 

garden beds, perfect for creating a low-
maintenance, fire-resistant garden.
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W
hen you purchase a property 

in Gisborne with spectacular 

views of Melbourne’s skyline 

and Mount Macedon, you 

know you’ve hit the jackpot. The question now 

becomes: “How do I frame the view?” 

That’s exactly the challenge that confronted 

this home’s new owners. How do you make 

the most of the amazing views while screening 

unsightly items such as the water tank and 

providing protection from the wind, snow and 

scorching heat? Not to mention establish a 

garden robust enough to handle the resident 

kangaroos, rabbits and wombats.

Adding to these challenges was a wish list 

that included the ability to grow herbs and 

vegetables, creating areas for entertaining, 

providing shade for a new pool (that mustn’t 

block the view, incidentally), as well as making 

the space low maintenance and fire-resistant.

The journey starts at the main entrance, 

where large stone pillars and a Corten 

steel automated gate offer a few clues that 

something special lies beyond. Meandering 

up a steep, windy driveway, you can start to 
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anticipate the views that might be on offer. The 

visitors’ parking area is surrounded by a birch 

grove. Large basalt steps lead to a gravel path 

that winds through the front garden under a 

timber arbour and past a Corten steel water rill. 

Mass plantings of Australian natives and hardy 

exotics peppered throughout give the garden a 

contemporary feel.

Every garden presents its own set of 

challenges and the true value of a garden 

designer is how they address these challenges 

and, potentially, turn them into assets. Kathleen 

Murphy of Kathleen Murphy Landscape Design 

(KMLD) explains that the Macedon Ranges 

frequently attract “tree changers” looking for a 

rural lifestyle but who are new to establishing 

a garden in such difficult conditions. “In the 

past, they may have dealt with a relatively small 

suburban garden, quite protected from the 

elements,” she says.

KMLD specialises in large rural properties, 

working with clients, architects and builders to 

design gardens that connect the architecture of 

the home to the wider landscape. 

For this garden, the design team took cues 

from the house’s facade, extending the use of 

this material into the garden by utilising it as 

paving and as feature stone for the custom-

made water rill outside the master bedroom’s 

ensuite. Taking inspiration from the architecture 

of the home, whether it be using similar 

materials or colour palettes, is a technique 

widely employed by designers. A cohesive look 

can be achieved through simplifying materials, 

including plants.

KMLD has chosen to mass-plant native 

Dianella ‘Cassa Blue’ and ‘Little Rev’ around 

the pool. “These two dwarf varieties work 

really well,” Kathleen says. “They don’t reach 

more than 30-40cm in height, which is perfect 

for seeing directly into the pool from inside 

the home.”

The pool cabana with bamboo and a 
clear Laserlite roof is a clever cost-
effective solution to avoid the rain.
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“I gave priority to those species that look 
good all year with very little maintenance… 

then I added a few showstoppers”
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Most Dianella species handle extreme 

conditions, standing proud in both soaring 

summer temperatures and frosty mornings.

Describing her plant selection, Kathleen 

says: “I gave priority to those species that look 

good all year with very little maintenance. I 

then added a few showstoppers like Miscanthus 
sinensis ‘Sarabande’, which picks up on the 

colour tones of the house and adds a touch 

of drama as their graceful plumes bring 

movement in the wind and change colour 

to amber as autumn approaches.” Another 

standout plant is Beschorneria yuccoides, with 

its beautiful flower heads attracting many 

birds, particularly honeyeaters.

Gardens that embrace and highlight the 

changing seasons add a wonderful extra 

element. Here, Acer palmatum ‘Sango-kaku’, 

with its coral bark stems, come to life in winter, 

their red stems providing much-needed colour.

“I really love these trees. They’re reasonably 

hardy for a Japanese maple and they can 

handle full sun with a little irrigation,” 

Kathleen says. kmldesign.com.au

LEFT Japanese maple Acer palmatum ‘Sango-kaku’ 
gives great autumn colour, while Castlemaine sandstone 
pavers create an informal path to the side of the house, 
softened by ground cover Dichondra repens.
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RESTORING A LEGACY
A heritage garden in suburban Melb ourne needed 

plenty of tender loving care in th is makeover
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C
omplementing an historic one-acre 

(0.4-hectare) property in Melbourne 

built back in the 1860s and listed on the 

National Trust, this garden is believed 

to have been originally designed by William 

Guilfoyle, creator of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

in Melbourne. In 2018, the team at Ian Barker 

Gardens faced the task of restoring the original 

grandeur of the 150-year-old space.

Director Ian Barker was excited about 

embar king on the project. “It’s very special to 

find an acre like this in suburban Melbourne,” 

he says. “You’d be hard-pressed to find a garden 

with as much legacy.” The clients respected 

the area’s origins, wanting to preserve and 

restore the old charm and create designated 

entertaining spaces.

At the front of the home, the team wanted to 

pay homage to the original garden designer by 

adding a modern twist to the old-world style. 

Ian explains their vision: “We designed and 

constructed a large sweeping lawn edged with 

garden beds of mixed perennials and grasses, 

all offset by the original established pin oaks. In 

an effort to preserve as much of the property’s 

original charm as possible, we restored the 

original rose arbours and existing sculptures 

back to their former glory.” 

The paving used throughout draws your eye 

into the space, as the team used a combination 

of materials to achieve the desired aesthetic. 

The paved property entrance makes a strong 

focal point as it takes you on a journey, leading 

you through the garden to the house. To do 

this, the path was made from the existing 

bluestone edging with reused field tiles styled 

in a herringbone pattern. The terrace, paths 

and outdoor dining area feature 800x800mm 

bluestone pavers, while bluestone crazy paving 

steppers were used in the lawn and through the 

garden bed. The driveway with paver edging and 

the path leading to and around the pond were 

created using 20mm granite rock gravel.

Preservation was key to this garden’s 

makeover, as Ian explains: “Preserving the 

nationally registered 135-year-old cork oak 

(Quercus suber) was an absolute must for 

us. We used an X-ray on the ground before 

“You’d be hard-pressed to fi nd 
a garden with  as much legacy”

The long winding bluestone 
path that meanders through the 
front garden leads visitors on an 
incredibly beautiful journey.
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“You’d be hard-pressed to fi nd 
a garden with  as much legacy”

The long winding bluestone 
path that meanders through the 
front garden leads visitors on an 
incredibly beautiful journey.
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excavation to ensure we had a clear plan of its 

root system.” Their efforts ensured the cork 

oak will remain one of the highlights in the 

garden for many years to come. 

“By removing the engulfing black bamboo 

that was suffocating the tree, it now stands 

proudly and shines, and it has the space and 

care it so richly deserves,” Ian continues.

The team designed the rear garden to 

seamlessly blend old and new. The clients 

wanted an area where they could entertain 

and relax, so that was the focus. The garden 

is layered with an evergreen hedge of Prunus 
lusitanica, which provides a backdrop to the 

elegant pleached hornbeams. The foreground 

is made up of an array of perennials in 

balanced tones of purple, blue, pink and red. 

A tranquil pond is surrounded by statuesque 

topiary and was introduced to add an overall 

feeling of calm and relaxation.

“The talking point of the rear garden is 

the 13m-long bench seat clad in bluestone 

herringbone tiles with mitred edges,” Ian says, 

explaining that it was designed and constructed 

by the team and took three weeks to build.

Being such a large space, a wide selection 

of plants was used to extend its aesthetic 

appeal, some of which were already present. 

The Quercus suber is Heritage-listed and was 

already established in the garden, along with 

OPPOSITE Mix old established plants with new ones 
to blend worlds and create the garden of your dreams.

the original rose arbours, which required some 

restoration from the team. New additions 

include Syzygium smithii (topiary), Salvia 
nemorosa (caradonna), Verbena bonariensis 

(purpletop vervain), Kniphofia (strawberries and 

cream), Penstemon digitalis (husker red), Cercis 
canadensis (Oklahoma), Rhaphiolepis indica 

(oriental pearl) and Polygonatum x hybridum 

(Solomon’s seal).

Ian says his team’s aim is always to draw 

people out into their gardens. “It’s more than 

just an item, like a firepit; a beautiful space is 

what draws people outside and makes them 

want to immerse themselves in nature.” He 

was therefore extremely pleased to learn that 

“after two years in the making, our wonderful 

clients wasted no time at all, taking immediate 

advantage of their new landscape by hosting 

a family wedding on their main lawn”!

Ian says working on this project was an 

incredibly rewarding process for the team at Ian 

Barker Gardens, himself included. “I used to 

pass this property every day on the school bus, 

so it was one of the most rewarding jobs of my 

life to help bring back the original grandeur of 

this 150-year-old garden.” landscape.net.au
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Y
ou don’t need oodles of outside space 

to be able to entertain, which is great 

news for the growing number of 

Australian families living in apartments. 

All you require is some creative thinking and 

an understanding of the challenges that come 

with designing a balcony space to create a chic 

outdoor entertaining area. 

“The brief for this project was to soften the 

harsh external elements of the apartment 

balcony,” says Brent Reid from Candeo Design. 

“This was to include adding foliage through a 

subtle, Asian-themed planting palette outside 

the bedroom and living-room windows, creating 

an area for entertaining and providing a place 

for growing herbs and vegetables that wouldn’t 

be in the way.” 

The custom-made, built-in planter boxes are 

a standout element of the design and central 

to its success. “As the aluminium and glass 

balcony fencing was part of the building and 

couldn’t be changed, we decided to make the 

planter boxes out of polished aluminium with 

spotted gum decking timber inserts to tie it all 

together,” Brent explains. 

The fully lined planter boxes were built off-

site and the timber inserts were installed in the 

basement of the apartment complex, ready to go 

up and be fitted in place. The vegetable gardens 

are the same construction as the in-situ boxes 

but have lockable caster wheels so they can be 

tucked in a corner when entertaining.

“The custom-made seat with raised viewing 

platforms on each end was also constructed 

using polished aluminium with spotted gum 

decking timber inserts. We then had Corten steel 

planters custom made to fit inside the frame at 

each end of the bench seat,” Brent adds.

The planting of this garden was the hardest 

element of the design to get right. “As this is a 

top-floor balcony, there’s no shade from above,” 

he explains. “Also, the balcony faces north and 

west and is located about 800m from the bay in 

Melbourne so wind is a serious issue.” 
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The bold Canna ‘Tropicanna’ 
foliage picks up on the copper 
accents of the water feature.  

The planting palette relies heavily on a heady 

mix of interesting foliage plants with just a few 

flowering varieties for seasonal interest. These 

include Cycas revoluta, Canna ‘Tropicanna’, 

Alocasia sp., Liriope muscari ‘Evergreen Giant’, 

Dichondra ‘Silver Falls’ and Ophiopogon ‘Nigra’.

Apartment living has much to recommend it 

but if you want to create a balcony garden there 

will be challenges, such as finding plants that 

can cope in the exposed conditions, and a raft 

of restrictions. The latter ranges from dealing 

with the rules imposed by the body corporate 

to tackling issues such as waterproofing and 

drainage and finding clever ways to work around 

existing structural elements, all of which will 

need to be addressed if you want to bring your 

vision home. Then there are the logistics to deal 

with, such as how do you get your materials up 

to the balcony?

“This garden was custom designed and built 

to fit not only the space but access through 

the service elevator,” Brent says. “The very 

limited access became a key factor during the 

design phase of this project and added to the 

time it took to get all the materials up to the 

apartment. The spotted gum decking timber, for 

example, was brought up three boards at a time 

because that was all that fitted in the elevator.”

Thanks to careful planning and a well-

considered design, however, all of the 

challenges were met to deliver a blissful 

balcony garden that is used year-round. 

candeodesign.com.au

Tucked into a corner of the 
balcony is a dining setting 

covered by an umbrella.
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“Th e custom-made, built -in 
planter boxes are a standout 

element of th e design and 
central to  its success”

The planting palette includes 
leafy Alocasia sp. and trailing 

Dichondra ‘Silver Falls’.
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Granite pavers provide access 

across the lawn, connecting        
all the key outdoor areas.
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I
f, like many, you’re enamoured with the 

Hamptons style but you like it with a 

contemporary twist, this rear garden 

retreat should appeal. The look is cool and 

fresh, the colour palette restrained (mainly 

white, grey and green-on-green) and there 

is a casual, coastal air about it.

While the owners of the property in the 

Perth suburb of Mount Hawthorn were happy 

to be guided by the garden designer in terms of 

style, they did have a few requests. “They really 

wanted a swimming pool but couldn’t imagine 

this in their backyard as it is quite small,” 

explains Denise Staffa of Outside In. “They 

also wanted a lush green outlook, in fact it 

was a must. The backyard can be viewed from 

so many areas inside the house, it had to look 

perfect. Having a good flow from the house 

was also very important.” 

Several of the existing elements had to go, 

such as a rendered brick rear boundary wall, 

some planter boxes and sections of exposed 

aggregate paving, but others were kept. “We 

The pool area is an inviting place 
to chill out and grants a pleasing 
view from inside the pavilion.

 The existing pavilion was revived 
by painting the ceiling white and 

adding new outdoor furniture.
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Existing olive trees along one 
of the boundary walls provide  
shade and privacy screening.
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When barbecuing and dining 
outside is on the menu, the family 
heads to the refreshed pavilion.
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really wanted to retain the existing mature 

shrubs and trees as much as possible and 

there was an amazing frangipani that was a 

must to keep and transplant into the right spot 

within the new design,” Denise explains.

“The alfresco area I kept as was, except for 

the original cedar lining. The tones of the cedar 

just wouldn’t work with my overall vision so 

it was painted white — and what a difference. 

This really opened up the space and helped to 

ensure it flowed beautifully.”

Getting the pool, with its built-in spa and 

small wading area, in the right spot and at 

the right level was crucial. “The pool fence 

also needed to be perfectly positioned to 

allow freedom of movement throughout the 

alfresco area so you didn’t feel ‘closed’ in,” 

Denise adds. “While glass was the best option 

near the alfresco area, where the pool fence 

needed to go through planted areas, I felt 

glass would look out of place so I designed 

pool-compliant sections comprised of a 

durable wood-look aluminium product — 

Knotwood in the colour Beachwood.”

For Denise, one of the design highlights is 

the curved, built-in timber daybed. Another 

is the water feature, which was precisely 

positioned so it could be viewed from inside the 

house. By cutting a rebate edge underneath the 

water feature, it finishes off the pool perfectly. 

Then there’s the shower, the framework of 

which was built using the same material as the 

feature sections of the pool fence. 

“The selection of materials was paramount 

to give the entire space that gorgeous look. 

The tiles I selected for the water feature are 

of beautifully veined travertine. The tones and 

the ‘movement’ of the veins work perfectly. For 

the paving and rebated-edge capping, I chose 

granite. Absolute perfection,” Denise says.

“I have never been a huge fan of artificial 

elements but there are some instances 

where they can work a treat — and the use of 

artificial turf here is one of them. The garden 

experiences afternoon shade so real lawn 

would struggle to grow. Also, the freedom 

to create as much green on the ground as 

possible has definitely made all the difference 

with this design. The look is lush and inviting.”

Of course, the plants around the pool and 

garden are essential to this luxuriant look. 

These include the existing olive trees, several 

Magnolia ‘Little Gem’ and Syzygium hedges. 

The existing frangipani was transplanted to the 

daybed area and rising up from the planter box 

behind the water feature is a palm, providing a 

flourish of bright green.

Now, whether you look out from the house 

or from the covered entertaining area, with its 

modern outdoor kitchen and contemporary 

concrete-topped dining table, the vista that 

greets you is picture-perfect. outsidein.net.au

“The backyard can be viewed from so many areas 
inside the house, it had to look perfect”

The swimming pool, the Manhattan 
model from Barrier Reef Pools, 
features a spa and wading area. 
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O
wned by two self-confessed “lazy 

gardeners”, this property was crying 

out for easy-care outdoor spaces, 

including a zone for entertaining, 

another one for quiet reflection and a place 

where the youngest family members could play. 

Denise Staffa of Outside In listened closely to 

what the owners wanted and after a thorough 

assessment of the site, came up with a relaxed 

modern design that matches the look of the 

house and the homeowners’ lifestyle.

For the kids, a mini soccer pitch of artificial 

grass was created in the front garden. On the 

street side, the space is defined by a fence with 

Knotwood horizontal slat infills; on the other, 

a metal balustrade divides the pitch from the 

adjacent timber boardwalk. Running alongside 

the boardwalk is a strip of striking variegated 

sansevieria that adds a punch of colour.

Walkway decking also features in the Zen 

garden, which is just the spot for reading a 

good book in perfect peace. This area off the 

main entertaining zone at the rear of the house 

boasts a koi pond with a raised-block water 

feature as an accent. There is low-foliage 

planting throughout with feature bowls, planted 

with giant bromeliads, adding a dash of drama 

and acting as accent points.

The covered entertaining zone, which was 

The backyard was designed to 
intentionally complement the 

modernist style of the 1972 home.
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“A relaxed modern design th at matches th e look 
of th e house and th e homeowners’ lifestyle”
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built at the same time as the house, is a cosy 

and inviting space. From it, you have a clear 

view of the house-hugging swimming pool and 

the trio of sheer-descent waterfalls that bring 

the soothing sound of water in motion. Adding 

a touch of timeless elegance to the pool and 

bringing the water features into greater focus 

are panels of diamond-cut black granite tiles, 

which were added to the raised pool wall.

When designing the deck that sits at one 

end of the pool, Denise used batu timber, 

visually connecting it to the timber decking 

used elsewhere in the garden. Referencing 

the exposed aggregate paving of the nearby 

entertaining area, she decided to introduce a 

honed concrete seat with timber inlays. This 

area is now a favourite space to relax with 

friends and offers a comfortable transition 

from the entertaining space to the pool area.

There is one more feature, though: wall-

mounted laser-cut Rush screens supplied 

by Outside In’s retail arm. These screens 

mask the rear fencing and have an opaque 

acrylic backing that allows for a cost-effective 

“lightbox” effect by being uplit from below. The 

uplighting is just one part of Denise’s extensive 

lighting scheme, which she describes as “soft 

and moody”. 

Clearly designed for versatility, the outdoor 

spaces that surround the home now provide 

entertainment for every family member, young 

or young at heart. outsidein.net.au

RIGHT The contemporary covered patio, built with the 
house, features outdoor lounging and dining furniture.
ABOVE The Zen garden is accessed via a walkway that 
crosses a pond and is flanked by pots.
TOP Artificial grass was used to create a mini soccer 
pitch for the kids in the front garden.
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Words: Carrol Baker

A
ccording to the ancient Chinese 

art of feng shui, flowing water 

brings with it health, happiness 

and prosperity. Well, one way to 

bring the beneficial and harmonious sound of 

running water to your garden is with a water 

feature. A well-placed water feature can also 

become a garden focal point.

Designer Dean Herald from Rolling Stone 

Landscapes says water features have timeless 

appeal and can look good in any outdoor 

setting. “They add texture and form, which is 

continually changing, and they appeal to all 

our senses,” he says. A water feature can be 

integrated with an abstract sculpture, mounted 

on a wall, be part of a swimming pool or it can 

be a standalone garden feature.

Water features can be made from a range 

of materials — natural stone, glass, glass-

reinforced concrete, pre-cast concrete, steel 

or copper — and either pre-fabricated or 

constructed on-site. Nick McCarthy from Urban 

Escape Landscapes & Pools says no matter 

which way you go, don’t skimp on quality. “You’ll 

want a water feature that is well built so it will 

last, adding to your enjoyment and the value of 

your home,” he says.

WORLD OF CHOICE
You have a wealth of water feature options to 

choose between, including:

• Water walls: Typically, this involves a 

steady stream flowing down a facade into a 

hidden reservoir or pool where the water is then 

reticulated. Another option is a rain curtain, 

which creates the illusion of falling rain.

• Waterfalls and fountains: Sheer-descent 

waterfalls look fabulous flowing directly into a 

swimming pool. Standalone fountains, whether 

single or multi-tiered, suit formal spaces. Many 

are sculpted pieces of art that bring beauty and 

sound into the garden. 

• Water spouts and taps: Arcs of water 

cascading into a pool or reservoir from a wall 

are one of the original types of water features 

from the early Roman era. For a modern 

twist, stainless-steel spouts combined with a 

rendered wall can look great.

• Water bowls, pots and urns: Sometimes 

understated looks best — perhaps a water 

bowl as a table centrepiece or an urn placed 

near an outdoor lounge. Even a simple birdbath 

connects you to water and nature.

• Unique pieces: For something to become 

a water feature, it need only be watertight and 

allow water to flow thorough or around it. Pre-

loved kettles, barrels and even wine bottles can 

be cleverly fashioned into water features, or  

you can have one custom designed.

SOOTHING SOUNDS
Water features can flow, trickle, stream, bubble 

or arc, creating a varied symphony of sounds. 

The height of the falling water, rate of flow and 

whether the water is falling directly into the 

GO WITH THE FLOW
Is anything as enticing or soothing to the senses as the sound of water in motion?

74 | BACKYARD

A traditional Japanese water feature 
is the focal point of this garden 
designed by Kihara Landscapes.
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POOL PANACHE
Many of the water features that have been 

integrated into the design of a pool take the 

form of spouts or sheer-descent cascades, 

offering visual delight and creating a party 

atmosphere for swimmers and poolside 

revellers. They also make a pool more of 

a water playground for kids, says Nick 

McCarthy of Urban Escape Landscapes & 

Pools. “If you have kids, water features can 

be incorporated into a swimout. What's 

more, with the right plumbing, you can 

adjust the volume, from a flow to a trickle, 

to suit your mood,” he says. "And if you light 

your water feature, you can enjoy your pool 

day and night." 

From Water Features Direct, this water feature 
introduces an air of elegant simplicity.

BACKYARD | 75
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water or onto something else, such as rocks, 

dictates the sound it makes.

Ideally, it should be easy on the ear and not 

too noisy as it might drown out conversation. 

The flow of the water should evoke feelings of 

serenity similar to the relaxing sounds of the 

gentle pitter-patter of raindrops on a roof or 

waves rolling into the shoreline.

Before you commit to a particular water 

feature, listen carefully to the sound it makes. 

Is it soothing to the senses or is it a bit jarring? 

Also, see how much water (if any) will splash 

outside the confines of the feature onto grassy 

areas or tiles.

PRIME POSITIONING
Aside from the sound and aesthetics, position 

and proportion are important. Dean says a 

water feature should sit comfortably in the 

space, not overpower it. “The water feature 

needs to be scaled correctly so it’s not too small 

and insignificant or too large and dominating,” 

he explains.

A well-placed water feature should be 

enjoyable from many vantage points, including 

from inside some of the rooms of the home as 

well as from outdoor entertaining areas. Avoid 

positioning it in a high-wind area or you could 

get drenched if the water feature is too close 

to your dining space. And if you don’t want to 

spend your spare time scooping out leaves, 

position the feature away from trees.

ACHIEVING HARMONY
It’s also best if the feature has a relationship 

to the architecture of the home and the 

landscape. For traditional or period homes, key 

components of classic architecture come to 

the fore, Dean explains. “Fountains with brass 

taps, bronze elements, masonry and ceramic 

usually mean there’s an aged component,” he 

says. “It’s very different if you were having a 

conversation about contemporary style — that’s 

glass and stainless steel.” The clean, straight 

lines of steel-framed and pattern-etched glass 

or stainless-steel mirrored walls with water 

flowing down can look very dramatic.

For Eastern-inspired landscapes, bamboo 

water pipes flowing over rocks or curved 

ornamental bowls work well, while country-style 

homes suit cascading rocky water features.

EXPERT TIPS
• Determine your water feature’s 

purpose. Is it to screen out noise? To 

add ambience to an alfresco area? To 

add a playful element to your pool?

• Don’t make the mistake of buying 

a feature you like and then look for 

somewhere to put it. Plan where 

you’d like to position it first as this will 

influence the size and style you choose.

• Keep in mind that the water feature 

should harmonise with the overall 

style, colour scheme and materials 

used in your garden. And it should 

complement the design of your home.

• Consult with a water feature or 

landscape design expert. They can 

offer guidance on what’s available to 

suit your budget and offer advice on 

pumps, filters and water quality issues.

ABOVE Designed by Phillip Johnson Landscapes, this   
rocky cascade boasts an authentic bushland look.
TOP LEFT  In a formal or traditional landscape, a classic 
tiered fountain makes a strong design statement.
RIGHT  Built by PTA Landscapes, this multi-level water 
feature contributes the soft sound of water in motion.
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BEING WATERWISE
With precious water a valuable commodity, 

some homeowners might be concerned that 

water features use too much water. “It’s a 

popular misconception,” Nick says. “In fact, they 

use very little.” However, if you’re concerned, 

a pondless or enclosed feature will have less 

water evaporation.

While water features aren’t maintenance-

free, Nick says a dual-pump system (one to run 

the feature, the other to filter water) reduces 

ongoing maintenance. “The second filtration 

system runs separately, taking water out of the 

reservoir and running it through a UV filter and 

back so the water is turned over constantly,” he 

says. You’ll also need to top up water levels as 

needed and skim leaves. What other ongoing 

maintenance will be needed will depend on the 

type of feature so check with your supplier.

LIGHTING THE WAY
The soft luminescent glow of lighting is both 

enticing and inviting and it helps to set the 

mood. From festive lighting on a pool water 

feature to get the party started to warm, 

intimate lighting on a wall-mounted feature, 

there is no shortage of ways to shed some light.

You can highlight a water feature by lighting 

it from above so the surface of the water 

sparkles, or below so the play of light and 

shadows creates movement. According to Dean, 

lighting is part of great design. His advice? Not 

to over-illuminate the water feature. “The idea 

is to highlight particular elements of the feature 

by illuminating them and allowing the rest of it 

to fade to black,” he says.

SOMETHING TO PONDER
A pond creates a calming oasis and brings a 

garden to life with colour, reflected light and 

movement. From a simple water bowl planted 

with miniature lilies to elaborate natural free-

form ponds with waterfalls and exotic fish, 

a pond has universal appeal.

Patrick Handley from Waterscapes Australia 

says ponds and even streams are now a 

much-loved part of the Australian backyard 

landscape. “We’ve come so far from just having 

a little hole in the ground down the corner of 

the backyard,” he says. “Now we build many 

different types of natural water gardens, 

including pondless creeks, garden ponds 

with waterfalls, recreational billabongs and 

perennial wetlands with water plants.”

Naturalistic ponds are very popular and 

may be on one level or terraced and are often 

bordered by rocks. Plants and aquatic life thrive 

at different depths, so a multi-level pond allows 

you to accommodate a wide diversity of plants 

and marine life.

A MATTER OF BALANCE
There are many variables that create a healthy 

pond. With the correct ratio of plants and fish, 

adequate sunlight and the right pond depth, 

your pond can naturally evolve into a healthy 

ecosystem. “The key here is balancing the 

elements,” Patrick says. “Fish forage for food, 

their waste is consumed by bacteria, which 

converts into nutrients for plants to grow and 

the cycle continues.

“If your pond is in a sunny location, aim for 

60-70 per cent water coverage with plants such 

as water lilies, as too much direct sunlight can 

promote green algae and cause other water 

quality issues.” Your pond also needs to be 

situated where it won’t be subject to soil or 

fertiliser run-off, which can adversely affect 

water quality. But with the right location and a 

healthy ecosystem, a natural pond can bring 

countless hours of pleasure.

RIGHT A pond provides a point of contemplation in this 
formal landscape by Melbourne designer Ros McCully.
BELOW  Rolling Stone Landscapes artfully integrated a 
water spout into a feature garden wall.
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Words: Carrol Baker

Y
ou’ve just poured a cool drink while 

chilling with friends outdoors, the 

steaks are sizzling nicely on the 

barbecue and you discover a much-

anticipated cricket match is on television. 

In the old days, you’d up stumps with your 

mates and head indoors to watch the game. 

Well, these days, you don’t have to. With new 

robust outdoor audio and visual equipment, 

coupled with changing technology and wireless 

capabilities, creating an outdoor entertaining 

area that offers a state-of-the-art visual and 

sound experience is easy.

SOUND SYSTEMS
Many in-home sound experts now produce 

outdoor weatherproof speakers that deliver 

clear, dynamic sound bites. They’re available 

in a wide range of styles, colours and sizes, can 

be mounted to walls, or placed in garden beds 

and most are unobtrusive, in neutral tones or 

modern white or black to match your decor.

Audio expert Frank Di Bartolo from Pacific 

Hi-Fi says for optimum sound quality, outdoor 

speakers need to be positioned correctly. 

“Fitting speakers to face towards the outdoor 

areas or pool, and away from neighbours, 

focuses the sound where you want to hear it.”

Another popular new sound innovation is 

installing speakers throughout your garden, 

making it a complete sensory delight. Just 

imagine strolling through your backyard 

accompanied by a soft melody. According to 

sound expert Jarrod Silverlock from Soundlab, 

it’s not difficult to do. “You can even fit speakers 

to existing garden lighting spaced throughout 

the garden, for even distribution of sound.”

FIT FOR PURPOSE
Before you plan your outdoor sound and audio, 

getting the right gear for the job is important. It 

has to be tough enough to withstand the rigours 

of outdoor use. It’s likely to be rained on, hailed 

on (even snowed on) and in hot Australian 

summers, temperatures and humidity soar. 

Frank says the products you use should be 

specifically designed for the outdoors. This 

ensures you’ll get the greatest longevity and 

they’ll be covered by the warranty if there 

should be a problem.

“They need to be fit for purpose. For 

example, speakers should be waterproof, with 

weatherproof aluminium or brass brackets, 

and the speaker enclosure should be sealed,” 

explains Frank. “Cables should be tinned 

copper, which are treated with silver so if 

corroded they’ll still work.” Also, look for UV 

PUMP UP THE VOLUME
With a sound system, cinema or television, you and your guests can enjoy 

an enhanced entertaining experience in the great outdoors

An impressive outdoor cinema is 
the focal point of this entertaining 
space by Yellowstone Landscaping.
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Y
ou’ve just poured a cool drink while 

chilling with friends outdoors, the 

steaks are sizzling nicely on the 

barbecue and you discover a much-

anticipated cricket match is on television. 

In the old days, you’d up stumps with your 

mates and head indoors to watch the game. 

Well, these days, you don’t have to. With new 

robust outdoor audio and visual equipment, 

coupled with changing technology and wireless 

capabilities, creating an outdoor entertaining 

area that offers a state-of-the-art visual and 

sound experience is easy.

SOUND SYSTEMS
Many in-home sound experts now produce 

outdoor weatherproof speakers that deliver 

clear, dynamic sound bites. They’re available 

in a wide range of styles, colours and sizes, can 

be mounted to walls, or placed in garden beds 

and most are unobtrusive, in neutral tones or 

modern white or black to match your decor.

Audio expert Frank Di Bartolo from Pacific 

Hi-Fi says for optimum sound quality, outdoor 

speakers need to be positioned correctly. 

“Fitting speakers to face towards the outdoor 

areas or pool, and away from neighbours, 

focuses the sound where you want to hear it.”

Another popular new sound innovation is 

installing speakers throughout your garden, 

making it a complete sensory delight. Just 

imagine strolling through your backyard 

accompanied by a soft melody. According to 

sound expert Jarrod Silverlock from Soundlab, 

it’s not difficult to do. “You can even fit speakers 

to existing garden lighting spaced throughout 

the garden, for even distribution of sound.”

FIT FOR PURPOSE
Before you plan your outdoor sound and audio, 

getting the right gear for the job is important. It 

has to be tough enough to withstand the rigours 

of outdoor use. It’s likely to be rained on, hailed 

on (even snowed on) and in hot Australian 

summers, temperatures and humidity soar. 

Frank says the products you use should be 

specifically designed for the outdoors. This 

ensures you’ll get the greatest longevity and 

they’ll be covered by the warranty if there 

should be a problem.

“They need to be fit for purpose. For 

example, speakers should be waterproof, with 

weatherproof aluminium or brass brackets, 

and the speaker enclosure should be sealed,” 

explains Frank. “Cables should be tinned 

copper, which are treated with silver so if 

corroded they’ll still work.” Also, look for UV 

PUMP UP THE VOLUME
With a sound system, cinema or television, you and your guests can enjoy 

an enhanced entertaining experience in the great outdoors

An impressive outdoor cinema is 
the focal point of this entertaining 
space by Yellowstone Landscaping.
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EXPERT TIP
Strive to mount outdoor televisions in a 

shaded location. This improves visibility 

of the screen and reduces glare, which 

can prove very uncomfortable over long 

periods. If a permanent position in the 

shade isn’t available, consider a swivel 

mount so the television can be turned 

away from the sun when required. These 

mounts should be lockable to deter theft 

and they should be sturdy, wind-rated and, 

of course, weatherproof.

Watch TV and take a dip straight 
afterwards with this comfy design 
from Eden By Design.

Outdoor televisions are a 
great option, including the 

Storm from Seura.

SPEAKING OUT
While it’s essential to choose 

speakers specifically manufactured 

for outdoor use — they need to be 

weather-resistant and able to stand 

up to harsh climatic conditions — the 

positioning of the actual speakers, 

and how many you install, is key to 

achieving good-quality sound. 

“Placement is really important. 

Your speakers should be evenly 

placed where you’re entertaining to 

get good coverage of sound,” says 

Ivan Westbrook from Intelligent 

Installations. He adds that the 

speakers shouldn’t be too close or too 

far apart, and that it’s much better to 

have more speakers rather than fewer 

speakers that are turned up too loud 

in your quest to get enough sound. 

Although outdoor speakers are 

designed and built to be long-

lasting and weatherproof, you will 

find that some manufacturers will 

still recommend that you place or 

mount them in a protected location to 

ensure optimum results and ultimate 

durability. Another good tip, to improve 

bass output, is to place your outdoor 

speakers near a solid surface such as 

a house or garden wall.

BACKYARD | 81

BACKYARD 
ESSENTIALS

BDI176_080-085 BE Pump up the Volume-PR.indd   81BDI176_080-085 BE Pump up the Volume-PR.indd   81 4/02/2020   10:15:06 AM4/02/2020   10:15:06 AM

EXPERT TIP
Strive to mount outdoor televisions in a 

shaded location. This improves visibility 

of the screen and reduces glare, which 

can prove very uncomfortable over long 

periods. If a permanent position in the 

shade isn’t available, consider a swivel 

mount so the television can be turned 

away from the sun when required. These 

mounts should be lockable to deter theft 

and they should be sturdy, wind-rated and, 

of course, weatherproof.

Watch TV and take a dip straight 
afterwards with this comfy design 
from Eden By Design.

Outdoor televisions are a
great option, including the 

Storm from Seura.

SPEAKING OUT
While it’s essential to choose 

speakers specifically manufactured 

for outdoor use — they need to be 

weather-resistant and able to stand 

up to harsh climatic conditions — the 

positioning of the actual speakers, 

and how many you install, is key to 

achieving good-quality sound. 

“Placement is really important. 

Your speakers should be evenly 

placed where you’re entertaining to 

get good coverage of sound,” says 

Ivan Westbrook from Intelligent 

Installations. He adds that the 

speakers shouldn’t be too close or too 

far apart, and that it’s much better to 

have more speakers rather than fewer 

speakers that are turned up too loud 

in your quest to get enough sound. 

Although outdoor speakers are 

designed and built to be long-

lasting and weatherproof, you will 

find that some manufacturers will 

still recommend that you place or 

mount them in a protected location to 

ensure optimum results and ultimate 

durability. Another good tip, to improve 

bass output, is to place your outdoor 

speakers near a solid surface such as 

a house or garden wall.
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stabilisation in the product so it doesn’t fade or 

crack when exposed to sunlight.

GO WIRELESS
It’s 2020 so of course these days you don’t need 

to be hard-wired for sound. According to Jarrod , 

one of the biggest developments over the last 

decade or so has been the advent of long-

range wireless technology. “It’s made it more 

accessible and more affordable for everyone to 

enjoy quality sound indoors and out, at a fraction 

of the cost,” he says.

You can connect your tablet or smartphone, 

via Bluetooth or Wi-Fi, to wireless speakers 

and start streaming your playlist. Or play your 

favourite tunes on your CD, hard drive or PC, 

all via wireless technology, and link multiple 

wireless speakers, so your audio can stream 

both indoors and out.

SCREEN SAVERS
Don’t forget that sound is only half the story. 

Jarrod says that those who love outdoor 

entertaining will want to team audio with visual 

components for the complete entertainment 

package. And it’s becoming increasingly 

popular. “In around 50 per cent of outdoor 

entertaining spaces, in larger homes, 

a television is being fitted,” he says. 

There are televisions specifically for use 

SMART CHOICES
The key to successful home 

automation and optimum interactivity 

is the use of structured wiring and 

internet connectivity, which, of course, 

enables you to operate a linked home 

network via a keypad, smartphone, 

television or computer. You can 

retro-fit a space to accommodate 

the technology but it can be a bit 

expensive, so make sure you install 

bundled cabling into any new 

structure, be it a rear extension or a 

poolside pavilion, as this will allow you 

to install other electrical devices, such 

as home entertainment systems, in 

the future.

Licensed electricians or builders 

can advise you about smart-wiring, 

installation costs and functions to 

suit your requirements. If your home 

entertaining plans are ambitious, you 

might want to engage the services of 

a custom installer who can give you 

advice on everything from integrated 

home telecommunications, networking 

systems and multi-zone distributed 

audio systems to integrated security 

and lighting control.

FAR LEFT The Sonance Landscape Series from Amber 
Technology is one of many outdoor speaker options.
LEFT Speakers designed to look like rocks are ideal 
for hiding in garden beds.
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stabilisation in the product so it doesn’t fade or 

crack when exposed to sunlight.

GO WIRELESS
It’s 2020 so of course these days you don’t need 

to be hard-wired for sound. According to Jarrod , 

one of the biggest developments over the last 

decade or so has been the advent of long-

range wireless technology. “It’s made it more 

accessible and more affordable for everyone to 

enjoy quality sound indoors and out, at a fraction 

of the cost,” he says.

You can connect your tablet or smartphone, 

via Bluetooth or Wi-Fi, to wireless speakers 

and start streaming your playlist. Or play your 

favourite tunes on your CD, hard drive or PC, 

all via wireless technology, and link multiple 

wireless speakers, so your audio can stream 

both indoors and out.

SCREEN SAVERS
Don’t forget that sound is only half the story. 

Jarrod says that those who love outdoor 

entertaining will want to team audio with visual 

components for the complete entertainment 

package. And it’s becoming increasingly 

popular. “In around 50 per cent of outdoor 

entertaining spaces, in larger homes, 

a television is being fitted,” he says. 

There are televisions specifically for use 

SMART CHOICES
The key to successful home

automation and optimum interactivity

is the use of structured wiring and

internet connectivity, which, of course,

enables you to operate a linked home

network via a keypad, smartphone,

television or computer. You can

retro-fit a space to accommodate

the technology but it can be a bit

expensive, so make sure you install

bundled cabling into any new

structure, be it a rear extension or a

poolside pavilion, as this will allow you

to install other electrical devices, such

as home entertainment systems, in

the future.

Licensed electricians or builders

can advise you about smart-wiring,

installation costs and functions to

suit your requirements. If your home

entertaining plans are ambitious, you

might want to engage the services of

a custom installer who can give you

advice on everything from integrated

home telecommunications, networking

systems and multi-zone distributed

audio systems to integrated security

and lighting control.

FAR LEFT The Sonance Landscape Series from Amber 
Technology is one of many outdoor speaker options.
LEFT Speakers designed to look like rocks are ideal 
for hiding in garden beds.
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ABOVE An outdoor television is a key feature of this 
pavilion designed by Justine Carlile Landscape Design.
LEFT In this outdoor room by Custom Outdoor Living, a 
wall-mounted outdoor television takes pride of place. 
BELOW You can place outdoor speakers, such as the 
AcoustaScape landscape speakers, in garden beds.
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pavilion designed by Justine Carlile Landscape Design.
LEFT In this outdoor room by Custom Outdoor Living, a 
wall-mounted outdoor television takes pride of place. 
BELOW You can place outdoor speakers, such as the 
AcoustaScape landscape speakers, in garden beds.

84 | BACKYARD



outdoors, which are designed to resist rain, 

humidity and everything nature can throw at 

them. Many have shockproof safety glass, built-

in cooling and anti-theft devices.

Brightness is another factor to consider 

when a TV is being viewed outdoors. “A regular 

television is between 280 and 350 nits (this is 

the brightness measure); outdoor televisions 

need to be around 500 nits,” Jarrod says.

Where to position your TV is another 

consideration as glare can be a problem, 

although Jarrod says even if it’s facing west, 

you’ll only strike glare for a short period. “My 

advice is to position the television on a pull-

out swivel bracket where it suits your outdoor 

layout and everyone can see and enjoy it,” he 

says. With the right technology, your television 

can also be connected to distribution systems 

that link indoors and out, meaning you could be 

watching a show inside, pause it, get comfy in 

your alfresco area and resume watching or even 

play back part of the show. Now that’s cool!

HOME THEATRE 
Gathering together for a PG family movie 

night or sharing a special evening for two 

with the latest romantic comedy is easy with a 

complete home theatre set-up. Large flat-

screen televisions and high-quality outdoor 

sound systems, teamed with comfy seating 

and ambient lighting, can replicate the cinema 

experience. But if you’re looking for the absolute 

real deal, you’ll need a projector and screen.

According to Jarrod, an outdoor home “pop-

up” cinema is very popular for many families. 

“Blow-up projector screens, or roll-away 

screens with an indoor projector you simply 

take outdoors for the duration of the movie, can 

work really well outdoors for a bit of fun,” he 

says. All you need to do is grab some outdoor 

beanbags, fill some bowls with hot, buttery 

popcorn, pass around the Jaffas and cool 

drinks, and you’re all set.”

CONTROL ROOM
With the advent of digital technology, interior 

and backyard entertaining systems have 

changed dramatically. Now there’s no need to 

leave the party to manually adjust speakers. 

Frank says that with a tablet, smartphone or 

laptop, it can be done remotely via an app. “Or 

you might invest in a home automation system, 

which can link everything together indoors 

and out — multi-room music, water features, 

televisions, lighting, sprinklers and more — all 

controlled via a central touchscreen,” he adds.

As with any outdoor project, it’s always a 

good idea to call in the experts for guidance as 

the possibilities these days are endless. And it 

certainly pays to shop around as there are vast 

differences in the price and quality of what’s 

available. You don’t have to be a sound engineer 

to operate the technology but you do need 

to do your research before you buy. Outdoor 

entertainment systems represent quite an 

investment and you want to spend your money 

wisely, so plan properly and do your research.

“Creating an outdoor entertaining area that offers a 
state-of-the-art visual and sound experience is easy”
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outdoors, which are designed to resist rain, 

humidity and everything nature can throw at 

them. Many have shockproof safety glass, built-

in cooling and anti-theft devices.

Brightness is another factor to consider 

when a TV is being viewed outdoors. “A regular 

television is between 280 and 350 nits (this is 

the brightness measure); outdoor televisions 

need to be around 500 nits,” Jarrod says.

Where to position your TV is another 

consideration as glare can be a problem, 

although Jarrod says even if it’s facing west, 

you’ll only strike glare for a short period. “My 

advice is to position the television on a pull-

out swivel bracket where it suits your outdoor 

layout and everyone can see and enjoy it,” he 

says. With the right technology, your television 

can also be connected to distribution systems 

that link indoors and out, meaning you could be 

watching a show inside, pause it, get comfy in 

your alfresco area and resume watching or even 

play back part of the show. Now that’s cool!

HOME THEATRE 
Gathering together for a PG family movie 

night or sharing a special evening for two 

with the latest romantic comedy is easy with a 

complete home theatre set-up. Large flat-

screen televisions and high-quality outdoor 

sound systems, teamed with comfy seating 

and ambient lighting, can replicate the cinema 

experience. But if you’re looking for the absolute 

real deal, you’ll need a projector and screen.

According to Jarrod, an outdoor home “pop-

up” cinema is very popular for many families. 

“Blow-up projector screens, or roll-away 

screens with an indoor projector you simply 

take outdoors for the duration of the movie, can 

work really well outdoors for a bit of fun,” he 

says. All you need to do is grab some outdoor 

beanbags, fill some bowls with hot, buttery 

popcorn, pass around the Jaffas and cool 

drinks, and you’re all set.”

CONTROL ROOM
With the advent of digital technology, interior 

and backyard entertaining systems have 

changed dramatically. Now there’s no need to 

leave the party to manually adjust speakers. 

Frank says that with a tablet, smartphone or 

laptop, it can be done remotely via an app. “Or 

you might invest in a home automation system, 

which can link everything together indoors 

and out — multi-room music, water features, 

televisions, lighting, sprinklers and more — all 

controlled via a central touchscreen,” he adds.

As with any outdoor project, it’s always a 

good idea to call in the experts for guidance as 

the possibilities these days are endless. And it 

certainly pays to shop around as there are vast 

differences in the price and quality of what’s 

available. You don’t have to be a sound engineer 

to operate the technology but you do need 

to do your research before you buy. Outdoor 

entertainment systems represent quite an 

investment and you want to spend your money 

wisely, so plan properly and do your research.

“Creating an outdoor entertaining area that offers a 
state-of-the-art visual and sound experience is easy”
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Words: Kate McKee

A
dding an area devoted to sporting 

pursuits in your backyard can be 

a great investment in both fun 

and fitness, particularly with kids 

around. With some careful planning, sporting 

and outdoor play zones can be integrated into 

a cohesive landscaping scheme, ensuring 

there will be an activity to keep all guests — 

young and old — totally entertained.

A SOUND INVESTMENT
Having your own backyard sports area is 

becoming an increasingly popular investment 

for families. 

Sydney-based Andrew Lane of CALDESIGN 

reports seeing a steady growth in the number of 

homeowners turning their private gardens into 

recreational sports areas. “It tends to be for a 

variety of reasons,” he says, “whether it’s the 

pursuit of a hobby or a sportsperson trying to 

take their talent to the next level.”  

To make your sports space safe, durable 

and attractive, it’s best to give some thought 

to what you want and what you have to work 

with. The design of your proposed recreational 

area will depend on your backyard terrain, 

mainly because you’re going to need flat, even 

surfaces that are free of obstacles. 

PROJECT PLANNING
“Carefully consider the physical needs of the 

sports to be played and try to integrate the 

forms and functions of those sports into the 

existing fabric of the property,” Andrew advises. 

“Paved areas can easily double as basketball, 

half-tennis, handball or table-tennis courts. 

Open lawn or garden areas can be easily 

reshaped, regraded or bordered to facilitate a 

ball sport without altering flow and balance.”

As Andrew mentions, a fantastic way to 

utilise the space you have is by designing 

multipurpose areas. A tennis court can be 

incorporated into half a basketball or netball 

court by adding some ground lines. A putting 

green or badminton court could also be used 

for lawn bowls. By combining a few activities 

into the one area, you can save on space and 

maximise your potential sporting activities.

ANYONE FOR TENNIS?
Tennis court surfaces are most commonly 

constructed using clay or concrete, synthetic 

grass, granitic sand, painted acrylic or asphalt. 

Synthetic grass over a concrete slab or crushed-

rock base is often a popular option for home 

courts. Although attractive, natural turf can be 

expensive and time-consuming to maintain due 

to the required mowing and watering.

When deciding which surface you’re after, 

BE A SPORT
If you really want to be the host with the most, give your guests a sporting chance

A synthetic-grass putting green is the highlight 
in this garden by Focal Point Garden Design.
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Words: Kate McKee

A
dding an area devoted to sporting

pursuits in your backyard can be

a great investment in both fun

and fitness, particularly with kids

around. With some careful planning, sporting

and outdoor play zones can be integrated into

a cohesive landscaping scheme, ensuring

there will be an activity to keep all guests —

young and old — totally entertained.

A SOUND INVESTMENT
Having your own backyard sports area is

becoming an increasingly popular investment

for families.

Sydney-based Andrew Lane of CALDESIGN

reports seeing a steady growth in the number of

homeowners turning their private gardens into

recreational sports areas. “It tends to be for a

variety of reasons,” he says, “whether it’s the

pursuit of a hobby or a sportsperson trying to

take their talent to the next level.”

To make your sports space safe, durable

and attractive, it’s best to give some thought

to what you want and what you have to work

with. The design of your proposed recreational

area will depend on your backyard terrain,

mainly because you’re going to need flat, even

surfaces that are free of obstacles.

PROJECT PLANNING
“Carefully consider the physical needs of the

sports to be played and try to integrate the

forms and functions of those sports into the

existing fabric of the property,” Andrew advises.

“Paved areas can easily double as basketball,

half-tennis, handball or table-tennis courts.

Open lawn or garden areas can be easily

reshaped, regraded or bordered to facilitate a

ball sport without altering flow and balance.”

As Andrew mentions, a fantastic way to

utilise the space you have is by designing

multipurpose areas. A tennis court can be

incorporated into half a basketball or netball

court by adding some ground lines. A putting

green or badminton court could also be used

for lawn bowls. By combining a few activities

into the one area, you can save on space and

maximise your potential sporting activities.

ANYONE FOR TENNIS?
Tennis court surfaces are most commonly

constructed using clay or concrete, synthetic

grass, granitic sand, painted acrylic or asphalt.

Synthetic grass over a concrete slab or crushed-

rock base is often a popular option for home

courts. Although attractive, natural turf can be

expensive and time-consuming to maintain due

to the required mowing and watering.

When deciding which surface you’re after,

BE A SPORT
If you really want to be the host with the most, give your guests a sporting chance

A synthetic-grass putting green is the highlight 
in this garden by Focal Point Garden Design.
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TOP LEFT & LEFT Tennis courts can be a really big hit 
when guests pay a visit — and they’re great for fitness. 
ABOVE LEFT For an intellectual challenge, a giant 
outdoor chess set can be just the thing.
ABOVE In this garden, designed by Franklin Landscape 
& Design, a putting green affords many hours of fun.

“An att ractive, comfortable 
sports area will be used far more 

th an one th at’s not”

have a think about what type of tennis game 

you aim to play. Courts with more sand tend to 

produce a slower-paced match, while shorter- 

and denser-pile products such as synthetic turf 

often create a quicker game due to the bounce-

back of the ball.

PUTTING GREENS
Why not have your own personalised putting 

green to practise on or construct your own 

mini golf course? Make it challenging by 

adding a few holes in addition to some mounds 

and sandpits. Add a water feature paired with 

a mini bridge to create visual interest when 

you’re not playing.

Putting greens and mini golf courses 

are a great way to polish up your game 

and entertain friends. Synthetic grass is 

ideal for the greens as it is flat, hardy and 

maintenance-free. You can have the best of 

both worlds, however, by using natural grass 

for your synthetic green surrounds.

CROQUET AND BOCCE
Croquet requires a fairly large open area to play. 

You will need well-kept lawn so that the ball can 

roll easily and a dry place to store your balls, 

mallets and wickets when not in use. Bench 

seating with storage underneath is an ideal 

option for croquet as you can sit down while 

watching the game and store all the equipment 

away out of sight afterwards.

Bocce can be played in any narrow or long 

space, such as along the side of your house. 

A bocce court needs a surface that provides 

minimal bounce, though, such as decomposed 

granite, sand or crushed oyster shell.

HAVE A BALL
Incorporating a netball or basketball element can 

be as easy as installing a portable or fixed hoop. 

In terms of playing surfaces, concrete is best 

for basketball for the bounce factor, but netball 

can be played on any hard surface or grass.

Pay attention to where the ball will be 

heading if the hoop is missed. Balls on the roof 

can be a pain to get down and your neighbours 

may not appreciate a basketball interrupting 

their barbecue at home. Also, make sure you 

won’t be shooting into the sun’s glare.

A volleyball court consists of the playing area 

and the safety space around the boundary — 

CHESS CHAMPS
Outdoor chess is a great icebreaker. 

It can be played on just about any flat, 

stable surface and all you need to do is 

purchase a vinyl chess board mat to lay 

on it. Or you might prefer a purpose-

built chess board, perhaps created out 

of black and white pavers and installed 

on a level area of lawn. 

Most giant chess pieces are made 

out of moulded PVC but you can also 

get them in timber, although timber 

pieces will need regular maintenance. 

You might also like to create an outdoor 

chequerboard on a larger paved patio 

by using pavers of contrasting colours. 

To add to the fun, use some different-

coloured Frisbees as chequers.
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TOP LEFT & LEFT Tennis courts can be a really big hit 
when guests pay a visit — and they’re great for fitness. 
ABOVE LEFT For an intellectual challenge, a giant 
outdoor chess set can be just the thing.
ABOVE In this garden, designed by Franklin Landscape 
& Design, a putting green affords many hours of fun.

“An att ractive, comfortable 
sports area will be used far more 

th an one th at’s not”

have a think about what type of tennis game 

you aim to play. Courts with more sand tend to 

produce a slower-paced match, while shorter- 

and denser-pile products such as synthetic turf 

often create a quicker game due to the bounce-

back of the ball.

PUTTING GREENS
Why not have your own personalised putting 

green to practise on or construct your own 

mini golf course? Make it challenging by 

adding a few holes in addition to some mounds 

and sandpits. Add a water feature paired with 

a mini bridge to create visual interest when 

you’re not playing.

Putting greens and mini golf courses 

are a great way to polish up your game 

and entertain friends. Synthetic grass is 

ideal for the greens as it is flat, hardy and 

maintenance-free. You can have the best of 

both worlds, however, by using natural grass 

for your synthetic green surrounds.

CROQUET AND BOCCE
Croquet requires a fairly large open area to play. 

You will need well-kept lawn so that the ball can 

roll easily and a dry place to store your balls, 

mallets and wickets when not in use. Bench 

seating with storage underneath is an ideal 

option for croquet as you can sit down while 

watching the game and store all the equipment 

away out of sight afterwards.

Bocce can be played in any narrow or long 

space, such as along the side of your house. 

A bocce court needs a surface that provides 

minimal bounce, though, such as decomposed 

granite, sand or crushed oyster shell.

HAVE A BALL
Incorporating a netball or basketball element can 

be as easy as installing a portable or fixed hoop. 

In terms of playing surfaces, concrete is best 

for basketball for the bounce factor, but netball 

can be played on any hard surface or grass.

Pay attention to where the ball will be 

heading if the hoop is missed. Balls on the roof 

can be a pain to get down and your neighbours 

may not appreciate a basketball interrupting 

their barbecue at home. Also, make sure you 

won’t be shooting into the sun’s glare.

A volleyball court consists of the playing area 

and the safety space around the boundary — 

CHESS CHAMPS
Outdoor chess is a great icebreaker. 

It can be played on just about any flat, 

stable surface and all you need to do is 

purchase a vinyl chess board mat to lay 

on it. Or you might prefer a purpose-

built chess board, perhaps created out 

of black and white pavers and installed 

on a level area of lawn. 

Most giant chess pieces are made 

out of moulded PVC but you can also 

get them in timber, although timber 

pieces will need regular maintenance. 

You might also like to create an outdoor 

chequerboard on a larger paved patio 

by using pavers of contrasting colours. 

To add to the fun, use some different-

coloured Frisbees as chequers.
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grass works well for volleyball. If you don’t have 

this space, you can also make a mini court, 

which will be just as enjoyable.

FEEL THE BOUNCE
If you have children, a trampoline is great for 

exercise, to develop coordination and drain 

excess energy, but you need a level surface and 

the space around it needs to be free of hazards, 

such as furniture. This is an outdoor activity 

where fun and safety have to go hand in hand, so 

look for a trampoline that has a netted enclosure, 

to prevent falls, and padding on the metal frame 

and springs. Ideally, this padding should be in a 

contrasting colour to the trampoline mat.

The other option is an in-ground trampoline, 

which reduces fall heights and possible injury. 

This will involve more preparation than with an 

above-ground model — for example, you’ll need 

drainage in the pit — but it can be well worth it. 

From an aesthetic point of view, an in-ground 

trampoline can be a boon as it allows sight lines 

to be maintained and is much less intrusive in 

the landscape.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
As your sporting area will most likely be sharing 

your backyard with your outdoor living spaces, it 

is important to create a sense of unity and flow 

within the design. “Integrating a sporting space 

into new homes should be carefully planned and 

designed so that a balance can be maintained 

between competing interests,” Andrew says.

Adding hedging around your sporting zones 

is a good way to distinguish between different 

recreational areas and can also prevent balls 

from disappearing.

“Sports areas, like gardens and homes, 

also need to be aesthetically pleasing whether 

they’re being used or not,” Andrew adds. “An 

attractive, comfortable sports area will be used 

far more than one that isn’t.”

EXPERT TIPS
“If a garden is to include a natural-grass 

sports zone, owners need to understand 

the turf’s requirements when making 

a selection,” explains Andrew Lane of 

CALDESIGN. “Soil moisture, drainage, 

nutrition and climate conditions all play 

a vital role when selecting a grass — 

sufficient sunshine and the right grass for 

the position and intended use are vital.” 

Another option is synthetic grass, which 

has come a long way due to technological 

advances. “The improvements in filament 

design, in-fill materials and base-course 

construction is staggering,” Andrew says. 

“You can install synthetic grass for any 

sport. Short, medium and long piles, 

natural and synthetic in-fills, soft and stiff 

filaments — there is a lot of choice now.”

TOP Designed by Landscapes WA, this putting green,  
featuring synthetic grass, sits alongside the house.
LEFT With the addition of a basketball hoop and 
backboard, this backyard tennis court does double duty.

Who doesn’t love a game 
of bocce in the garden?
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grass works well for volleyball. If you don’t have

this space, you can also make a mini court,

which will be just as enjoyable.

FEEL THE BOUNCE
If you have children, a trampoline is great for

exercise, to develop coordination and drain

excess energy, but you need a level surface and

the space around it needs to be free of hazards,

such as furniture. This is an outdoor activity

where fun and safety have to go hand in hand, so

look for a trampoline that has a netted enclosure,

to prevent falls, and padding on the metal frame

and springs. Ideally, this padding should be in a

contrasting colour to the trampoline mat.

The other option is an in-ground trampoline,

which reduces fall heights and possible injury.

This will involve more preparation than with an

above-ground model — for example, you’ll need

drainage in the pit — but it can be well worth it.

From an aesthetic point of view, an in-ground

trampoline can be a boon as it allows sight lines

to be maintained and is much less intrusive in

the landscape.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
As your sporting area will most likely be sharing

your backyard with your outdoor living spaces, it

is important to create a sense of unity and flow

within the design. “Integrating a sporting space

into new homes should be carefully planned and

designed so that a balance can be maintained

between competing interests,” Andrew says.

Adding hedging around your sporting zones

is a good way to distinguish between different

recreational areas and can also prevent balls

from disappearing.

“Sports areas, like gardens and homes,

also need to be aesthetically pleasing whether

they’re being used or not,” Andrew adds. “An

attractive, comfortable sports area will be used

far more than one that isn’t.”

EXPERT TIPS
“If a garden is to include a natural-grass 

sports zone, owners need to understand 

the turf’s requirements when making 

a selection,” explains Andrew Lane of 

CALDESIGN. “Soil moisture, drainage, 

nutrition and climate conditions all play 

a vital role when selecting a grass — 

sufficient sunshine and the right grass for 

the position and intended use are vital.” 

Another option is synthetic grass, which 

has come a long way due to technological 

advances. “The improvements in filament 

design, in-fill materials and base-course 

construction is staggering,” Andrew says. 

“You can install synthetic grass for any 

sport. Short, medium and long piles, 

natural and synthetic in-fills, soft and stiff 

filaments — there is a lot of choice now.”

TOP Designed by Landscapes WA, this putting green,  
featuring synthetic grass, sits alongside the house.
LEFT With the addition of a basketball hoop and 
backboard, this backyard tennis court does double duty.

Who doesn’t love a game 
of bocce in the garden?
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W
ith water restrictions becoming 

the norm, our beloved gardens and 

lawn can end up being more work 

than we may feel they’re worth. The 

answer sounds simple — drought-proof the 

garden and lawn. But what’s the best way?

Toowoomba-based company Earthlife looks 

at nature and how it survives in dry conditions 

to develop some simple solutions to better 

drought-proof a garden. Save water, time and 

effort to keep your garden alive when the rain 

stops with this groundbreaking solution.

By spreading Earthlife’s formula directly 

over the soil and around the plants, the 

product will start to break down the water-

repellent crust that forms on soil, allowing 

water absorption. Follow-up applications will 

work their way down the soil profile to allow 

deeper moisture penetration.

The nature of these minerals is to then work 

like a sponge, absorbing and holding moisture 

in the soil, while still allowing drainage and 

good aeration, unlike most modern soil wetters. 

With a little bit of moisture in the soil, as well 

as available calcium, silica and trace minerals 

to strengthen the plant cells, the minerals and 

microbes start to thrive and are the foundation 

for everything else to work. 

Don’t be a slave to the hose! When soil 

is properly conditioned, water stays longer 

in the soil so the plants can utilise it better. 

The additional minerals will help your garden 

survive the hot and dry conditions and recover 

quicker once the temperature starts to drop.

With only a few applications of Earthlife 

products, your garden and lawn will begin to 

look after themselves, leaving more time to 

focus on enjoying your great Aussie backyard.

Drought-proof your garden for every season

GET THE LOOK
EARTHLIFE
Phone 1800 819 003
Email enquiries@earthlife.com.au
Website earthlife.com.au
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W
ith water restrictions becoming 

the norm, our beloved gardens and 

lawn can end up being more work 

than we may feel they’re worth. The 

answer sounds simple — drought-proof the 

garden and lawn. But what’s the best way?

Toowoomba-based company Earthlife looks 

at nature and how it survives in dry conditions 

to develop some simple solutions to better 

drought-proof a garden. Save water, time and 

effort to keep your garden alive when the rain 

stops with this groundbreaking solution.

By spreading Earthlife’s formula directly 

over the soil and around the plants, the 

product will start to break down the water-

repellent crust that forms on soil, allowing 

water absorption. Follow-up applications will 

work their way down the soil profile to allow 

deeper moisture penetration.

The nature of these minerals is to then work 

like a sponge, absorbing and holding moisture 

in the soil, while still allowing drainage and 

good aeration, unlike most modern soil wetters. 

With a little bit of moisture in the soil, as well 

as available calcium, silica and trace minerals 

to strengthen the plant cells, the minerals and 

microbes start to thrive and are the foundation 

for everything else to work. 

Don’t be a slave to the hose! When soil 

is properly conditioned, water stays longer 

in the soil so the plants can utilise it better. 

The additional minerals will help your garden 

survive the hot and dry conditions and recover 

quicker once the temperature starts to drop.

With only a few applications of Earthlife 

products, your garden and lawn will begin to 

look after themselves, leaving more time to 

focus on enjoying your great Aussie backyard.

Drought-proof your garden for every season

GET THE LOOK
EARTHLIFE
Phone 1800 819 003
Email enquiries@earthlife.com.au
Website earthlife.com.au

92 | BACKYARD



BACKYARD | 93

THIS WEEKEND
�� THE PERFECT FORMULA

BDI176_092-093 TW Earthlife-app-PR.indd   93BDI176_092-093 TW Earthlife-app-PR.indd   93 4/02/2020   10:16:37 AM4/02/2020   10:16:37 AM

BACKYARD | 93

THIS WEEKEND
�� THE PERFECT FORMULA



S
ometime in the early 1900s, Eric 

Fleming and his bride, Nell, arrived 

in the rolling hills of the Victorian 

Dandenong Ranges. They found a 

parcel of land with a little creek, the Woori 

Yallock Creek, and built a home. They would 

eventually establish the foundations of what is 

now Fleming’s Nurseries.

Today, Eric and Nell’s grandson, Wes Fleming, 

owns and operates the business, producing 

beautiful trees for Australian gardens. 

Celebrating 100 years in operation, Fleming’s 

has many special events planned this year, 

including the release of the Enchanted Forest 

collection that brings all the company’s favourite 

cercis varieties under one banner.

The Enchanted Forest collection includes a 

wide variety of cercis trees that are loved for 

their large beautiful heart-shaped leaves. In 

the collection is:

• Cercis canadensis ‘Merlot’ — rich purple, 

glossy foliage on a small-to-medium tree

• Cercis canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’ — purple 

foliage on a medium tree with an open 

spreading habit

• Cercis canadensis ‘Covey’ Lavender Twist 

— green foliage on a multi-stem weeping 

small tree

• Cercis canadensis var. ‘Oklahoma’ — green 

foliage on a small-to-medium tree with an 

open spreading habit

• Cercis canadensis ‘Ruby Falls’ — rich purple 

foliage on a weeping form of redbud

• Cercis chinensis ‘Avondale’ — small tree with 

apple-green foliage and a multi-stem habit.

It’s only natural that a tree featuring heart-

shaped leaves now stands as a celebratory 

marker for this family that extends beyond blood 

relatives to the 200-plus-strong staff, who all 

play important roles in growing, planting and 

creating Australia’s finest trees.

The new ‘Merlot’ has been under trial for 

some time with Fleming’s while stock numbers 

have grown, so this little beauty is still very 

rare. Just like a good red wine, Merlot is glossy, 

rich in colour and trials have shown it to be an 

excellent performer in tough, dry conditions. 

Cercis trees have been relatively unknown in 

Australia, but with this complete collection, 

gardeners will love the wide range of small-

to-medium trees. From a small courtyard to 

large open spaces, there is always a place for a 

cercis tree.

They work well as feature plants, love 

protected areas and cope well as centrepieces. 

In their weeping form, cercis look amazing as 

statement trees, becoming better and better as 

they grow.

Take a walk through an “enchanted forest” with Fleming’s cercis trees

GET THE LOOK
FLEMING’S NURSERIES
1 Fleming Lane, Monbulk Vic 3793
Phone 03 9756 6105
Email sales@flemings.com.au
Website flemings.com.au

Cercis canadensis var. 

‘Oklahoma’

94 | BACKYARD

BDI176_094-095 TW Flemings-app-PR.indd   94BDI176_094-095 TW Flemings-app-PR.indd   94 7/02/2020   10:30:58 AM7/02/2020   10:30:58 AM

S
ometime in the early 1900s, Eric

Fleming and his bride, Nell, arrived

in the rolling hills of the Victorian

Dandenong Ranges. They found a

parcel of land with a little creek, the Woori

Yallock Creek, and built a home. They would

eventually establish the foundations of what is

now Fleming’s Nurseries.

Today, Eric and Nell’s grandson, Wes Fleming,

owns and operates the business, producing

beautiful trees for Australian gardens.

Celebrating 100 years in operation, Fleming’s

has many special events planned this year,

including the release of the Enchanted Forest

collection that brings all the company’s favourite

cercis varieties under one banner.

The Enchanted Forest collection includes a

wide variety of cercis trees that are loved for

their large beautiful heart-shaped leaves. In

the collection is:

• Cercis canadensis ‘Merlot’ — rich purple,

glossy foliage on a small-to-medium tree

• Cercis canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’ — purple

foliage on a medium tree with an open

spreading habit

• Cercis canadensis ‘Covey’ Lavender Twist

— green foliage on a multi-stem weeping

small tree

• Cercis canadensis var. ‘Oklahoma’ — green

foliage on a small-to-medium tree with an

open spreading habit

• Cercis canadensis ‘Ruby Falls’ — rich purple

foliage on a weeping form of redbud

• Cercis chinensis ‘Avondale’ — small tree with

apple-green foliage and a multi-stem habit.

It’s only natural that a tree featuring heart-

shaped leaves now stands as a celebratory

marker for this family that extends beyond blood

relatives to the 200-plus-strong staff, who all

play important roles in growing, planting and

creating Australia’s finest trees.

The new ‘Merlot’ has been under trial for

some time with Fleming’s while stock numbers

have grown, so this little beauty is still very

rare. Just like a good red wine, Merlot is glossy,

rich in colour and trials have shown it to be an

excellent performer in tough, dry conditions.

Cercis trees have been relatively unknown in

Australia, but with this complete collection,

gardeners will love the wide range of small-

to-medium trees. From a small courtyard to

large open spaces, there is always a place for a

cercis tree.

They work well as feature plants, love

protected areas and cope well as centrepieces.

In their weeping form, cercis look amazing as

statement trees, becoming better and better as

they grow.

Take a walk through an “enchanted forest” with Fleming’s cercis trees

GET THE LOOK
FLEMING’S NURSERIES
1 Fleming Lane, Monbulk Vic 3793
Phone 03 9756 6105
Email sales@flemings.com.au
Website flemings.com.au

Cercis canadensis var. 

‘Oklahoma’
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C
reating an eco-friendly garden is 

important for each project designed by 

Andrew Beck, principal of Sustainable 

Garden Design Perth. His recent 

brainchild, a garden in Nedlands, Perth, 

reaches new heights of playful design. 

Spanning a generous 1800sqm close to the 

Swan River, this property is the family home of 

two doctors and their four children. The outdoor 

area, in keeping with the mid-century-inspired 

home, also incorporates circular islands of 

lawn delineated with FormBoss steel edging to 

create interesting geometric shapes, as well as 

a play space close to a non-pooling stream. 

The project was particularly challenging as 

a large majority of the stone existed on-site 

and needed to be carefully removed by hand 

and then reassembled like a jigsaw in its new 

organic form.

As well as recycling the river stones, the 

team also reused the ’80s pavers and managed 

to preserve the majority of the existing trees, 

working them into the design.

Edible plants, suitable for kids to harvest and 

graze on, were great to include. In this garden, 

40 different fruit trees were planted across the 

property, from espaliered lemons and limes on 

the balcony to avocado, figs, mango, papaya, 

white mulberry and bananas. 

A small raised FormBoss weathering steel 

vegetable garden was created for the children 

to tend and they were then able to harvest a 

hand of bananas, which they took to school for 

show and tell. 

The homeowners were very happy with the 

result: “We were very clear that we wanted a 

beautiful outdoor space that had that sense of 

rambling spaciousness with a touch of wildness 

like the quarter-acre blocks of old. Our hope 

was that Andrew would create a garden space 

that would draw our four children outdoors 

to play in the same way we were able to do 

so happily as kids growing up around here near 

the river. 

“The garden has turned out exactly as we’d 

envisaged, with the kids spending hours outside 

playing, foraging, climbing and exploring.”

This sustainable garden offers unique, shaped lawns and an abundance of edible plants

GET THE LOOK
FORMBOSS
Phone 13 11 37
Website formboss.com.au

P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

: P
et

a 
N

or
th

96 | BACKYARD

BDI176_096-097 TW Greenlines-app-PR.indd   96BDI176_096-097 TW Greenlines-app-PR.indd   96 7/02/2020   12:49:19 PM7/02/2020   12:49:19 PM

C
reating an eco-friendly garden is

important for each project designed by

Andrew Beck, principal of Sustainable

Garden Design Perth. His recent

brainchild, a garden in Nedlands, Perth,

reaches new heights of playful design.

Spanning a generous 1800sqm close to the

Swan River, this property is the family home of

two doctors and their four children. The outdoor

area, in keeping with the mid-century-inspired

home, also incorporates circular islands of

lawn delineated with FormBoss steel edging to

create interesting geometric shapes, as well as

a play space close to a non-pooling stream.

The project was particularly challenging as

a large majority of the stone existed on-site

and needed to be carefully removed by hand

and then reassembled like a jigsaw in its new

organic form.

As well as recycling the river stones, the

team also reused the ’80s pavers and managed

to preserve the majority of the existing trees,

working them into the design.

Edible plants, suitable for kids to harvest and

graze on, were great to include. In this garden,

40 different fruit trees were planted across the

property, from espaliered lemons and limes on

the balcony to avocado, figs, mango, papaya,

white mulberry and bananas.

A small raised FormBoss weathering steel

vegetable garden was created for the children

to tend and they were then able to harvest a

hand of bananas, which they took to school for

show and tell.

The homeowners were very happy with the

result: “We were very clear that we wanted a

beautiful outdoor space that had that sense of

rambling spaciousness with a touch of wildness

like the quarter-acre blocks of old. Our hope

was that Andrew would create a garden space

that would draw our four children outdoors

to play in the same way we were able to do

so happily as kids growing up around here near

the river.

“The garden has turned out exactly as we’d

envisaged, with the kids spending hours outside

playing, foraging, climbing and exploring.”

This sustainable garden offers unique, shaped lawns and an abundance of edible plants

GET THE LOOK
FORMBOSS
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N
othing tastes sweeter than home-

grown fruit, freshly picked from a 

branch. However, most Australians 

live in relatively close quarters to each 

other and space is at a premium. The solution? 

Dwarf fruit trees. 

With the best of both worlds, you truly can 

have your cake and eat it too with compact 

trees and full-sized fruit. Backyard Beauties, 

PlantNet’s delightful range of dwarf fruit trees, 

is specifically grown for home gardeners. 

Exclusive to PlantNet and its nursery partners, 

these genuine dwarf varieties are perfect to 

grow in pots on a patio, balcony or in a small 

garden, as well as in larger gardens. As 

picking fruit can be hard labour, the compact 

size of dwarf trees makes fruit collection easy 

as there is a shorter distance to reach.

With PlantNet’s range of more than 120 

dwarf fruit trees, you can enjoy your favourite 

fruit from the close proximity of your own 

home. New plants are always on the horizon 

as the company works with Australian plant 

breeders, as well as international importers, 

for a wide, high-quality range.

One of the latest releases is the high-in-

antioxidant plum variety called the a-okay 

Plum. This prolific cropping tree produces 

large numbers of dark-skinned plums 

with blood-red flesh and a small seed. 

New growth is a beautiful burgundy colour 

throughout the growing season — a delight 

for almost all the senses.

If plums aren’t your fruit of choice, check 

out the Super Dwarf Sunset Peach and Super 

Dwarf Sunset Nectarine. These naturally 

dwarfing species have lovely red-coloured 

foliage, full-sized fruit and only grow to 1.5m 

in height. Pinkabelle Dwarf Apple is another 

prolific dwarf apple tree variety that yields 

tantalising pink fruit.

Discover where you can find these backyard 

beauties online or at a stockist near you on 

PlantNet’s website.

Grow your own fresh and delicious fruits in any-size space

GET THE LOOK
PLANTNET
Phone 07 3491 9905
Email info@plantnet.com.au
Website plantnet.com.au

Pinkabelle Dwarf Apple tree.

Super Dwarf Sunset Nectarine.

Super Dwarf Sunset Peach.
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N
othing tastes sweeter than home-

grown fruit, freshly picked from a

branch. However, most Australians

live in relatively close quarters to each

other and space is at a premium. The solution?

Dwarf fruit trees.

With the best of both worlds, you truly can

have your cake and eat it too with compact

trees and full-sized fruit. Backyard Beauties,

PlantNet’s delightful range of dwarf fruit trees,

is specifically grown for home gardeners.

Exclusive to PlantNet and its nursery partners,

these genuine dwarf varieties are perfect to

grow in pots on a patio, balcony or in a small

garden, as well as in larger gardens. As

picking fruit can be hard labour, the compact

size of dwarf trees makes fruit collection easy

as there is a shorter distance to reach.

With PlantNet’s range of more than 120

dwarf fruit trees, you can enjoy your favourite

fruit from the close proximity of your own

home. New plants are always on the horizon

as the company works with Australian plant

breeders, as well as international importers,

for a wide, high-quality range.

One of the latest releases is the high-in-

antioxidant plum variety called the a-okay

Plum. This prolific cropping tree produces

large numbers of dark-skinned plums

with blood-red flesh and a small seed.

New growth is a beautiful burgundy colour

throughout the growing season — a delight

for almost all the senses.

If plums aren’t your fruit of choice, check

out the Super Dwarf Sunset Peach and Super

Dwarf Sunset Nectarine. These naturally

dwarfing species have lovely red-coloured

foliage, full-sized fruit and only grow to 1.5m

in height. Pinkabelle Dwarf Apple is another

prolific dwarf apple tree variety that yields

tantalising pink fruit.

Discover where you can find these backyard

beauties online or at a stockist near you on

PlantNet’s website.

Grow your own fresh and delicious fruits in any-size space

GET THE LOOK
PLANTNET
Phone 07 3491 9905
Email info@plantnet.com.au
Website plantnet.com.au

Pinkabelle Dwarf Apple tree.

Super Dwarf Sunset Nectarine.

Super Dwarf Sunset Peach.
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Words Claire Bickle

B
otanically known as Tanacetum 
parthenium (syn Chrysanthemum 
parthenium), feverfew is a delightful 

short-lived perennial growing up to 

60-100cm. Its bright-green foliage is deeply 

lobed and fern-like in appearance and has 

quite a pungent scent.

The flowers appear as terminal clusters of 

small, white, yellow-centred daisy-like flowers. 

They can be readily used as a cut flower and 

are often featured in cottage-style gardens. 

There’s also a double white-flowering form and 

a golden-foliaged variety.

Feverfew can be easily obtained as small 

plants from garden centres and online. It’s also 

easy to grow from seed. If you let your plant go 

to seed, it will happily self-seed in the garden.

HISTORY
Feverfew originated in south-eastern Europe 

and has now naturalised in other locations 

around the world, such as North America, 

Australia and other parts of Europe.

It’s no new kid on the block; it was used 

by the ancient Egyptians, Greeks and other 

Europeans for hundreds if not thousands of 

years. Throughout mediaeval times, it was often 

planted around houses to protect those living 

inside from the plague. Who knows, it may have 

helped repel the vermin that carried the disease.

CULTURAL NEEDS
Feverfew can be grown in a semi-shaded to 

full-sun position in the garden and likes a 

free-draining soil. If your soil has a high clay 

content and drainage is impeded, add some 

liquid gypsum and organic matter to improve 

the drainage. Growing feverfew in a pot is also 

an option.

When it’s in flower, remove the spent flower 

heads if you’re not picking them for the vase 

or saving seed. You can propagate new plants 

not only via seeds, but also from cuttings and 

even root division. Then fertilise throughout the 

growing season with an organic fertiliser and 

rock dust minerals.

GARDEN BENEFITS
The pungent leaves of feverfew appear to have 

an insect-deterring effect, rendering the plant 

virtually pest-free. However, the flowers attract 

a wide and varied host of beneficial insects 

while acting as a fly-deterrent. Even the cut 

flowers can apparently deter flies indoors.

All these attributes make feverfew a practical 

companion plant for both the edible and the 

ornamental garden.

MEDICINAL USES
With a name like feverfew, you can correctly 

assume it has been attributed with a number 

of medicinal uses and benefits. It has been 

predominantly used to relieve chronic 

headaches and migraines. Feverfew is also 

reputed to assist with the symptoms of arthritis, 

sinus congestion, premenstrual tension, motion 

sickness, menopause disturbances, eczema, 

psoriasis and more.

For those who have allergies and may be 

eating the leaves fresh, it’s advisable to test the 

plant by rubbing leaves onto the skin to see if 

there’s any reaction over a 24-hour period. If 

you’re allergic to daisies, avoid it.

THE HEADACHE PLANT
Traditionally used to help prevent migraine, feverfew isn’t just pretty, 

it could help ease your guest’s ailments and keep the bugs away!

Feverfew has quite a bitter taste, so it’s best 

eaten in a salad or with honey to disguise the 

bitterness. One or a couple of leaves a day may 

help to lower the incidence of migraine.

Note: As always, check with your healthcare 

practitioner before prescribing yourself 

any herbal remedy. Some natural remedies 

can react with prescription medications or 

even exacerbate symptoms. Pregnant and 

breastfeeding women and anyone who has high 

blood pressure should not take feverfew.

FEVERFEW TEA
You can make a tea from the leaves and/or 

flowers, fresh or dried. Again, the flavour is on the 

bitter side, though you may develop a taste for it.

Chop or tear leaves into small pieces. Place 

one teaspoon into a diffusing tea ball, place in a 

cup, then pour one cup of boiling water over.

Let steep for five minutes, then remove the 

tea ball and drink while still warm. Add a little 

honey if desired. 

Daisy-like blooms 
make lovely cut flowers.
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60-100cm. Its bright-green foliage is deeply 

lobed and fern-like in appearance and has 

quite a pungent scent.

The flowers appear as terminal clusters of 

small, white, yellow-centred daisy-like flowers. 

They can be readily used as a cut flower and 

are often featured in cottage-style gardens. 

There’s also a double white-flowering form and 

a golden-foliaged variety.

Feverfew can be easily obtained as small 

plants from garden centres and online. It’s also 

easy to grow from seed. If you let your plant go 

to seed, it will happily self-seed in the garden.

HISTORY
Feverfew originated in south-eastern Europe 

and has now naturalised in other locations 

around the world, such as North America, 

Australia and other parts of Europe.

It’s no new kid on the block; it was used 

by the ancient Egyptians, Greeks and other 

Europeans for hundreds if not thousands of 

years. Throughout mediaeval times, it was often 

planted around houses to protect those living 

inside from the plague. Who knows, it may have 

helped repel the vermin that carried the disease.

CULTURAL NEEDS
Feverfew can be grown in a semi-shaded to 

full-sun position in the garden and likes a 

free-draining soil. If your soil has a high clay 

content and drainage is impeded, add some 

liquid gypsum and organic matter to improve 

the drainage. Growing feverfew in a pot is also 

an option.

When it’s in flower, remove the spent flower 

heads if you’re not picking them for the vase 

or saving seed. You can propagate new plants 

not only via seeds, but also from cuttings and 

even root division. Then fertilise throughout the 

growing season with an organic fertiliser and 

rock dust minerals.

GARDEN BENEFITS
The pungent leaves of feverfew appear to have 

an insect-deterring effect, rendering the plant 

virtually pest-free. However, the flowers attract 

a wide and varied host of beneficial insects 

while acting as a fly-deterrent. Even the cut 

flowers can apparently deter flies indoors.

All these attributes make feverfew a practical

companion plant for both the edible and the 

ornamental garden.

MEDICINAL USES
With a name like feverfew, you can correctly 

assume it has been attributed with a number 

of medicinal uses and benefits. It has been 

predominantly used to relieve chronic 

headaches and migraines. Feverfew is also 

reputed to assist with the symptoms of arthritis,

sinus congestion, premenstrual tension, motion

sickness, menopause disturbances, eczema, 

psoriasis and more.

For those who have allergies and may be 

eating the leaves fresh, it’s advisable to test the 

plant by rubbing leaves onto the skin to see if 

there’s any reaction over a 24-hour period. If 

you’re allergic to daisies, avoid it.

THE HEADACHE PLANT
Traditionally used to help prevent migraine, feverfew isn’t just pretty, 

it could help ease your guest’s ailments and keep the bugs away!

Feverfew has quite a bitter taste, so it’s best

eaten in a salad or with honey to disguise the

bitterness. One or a couple of leaves a day may

help to lower the incidence of migraine.

Note: As always, check with your healthcare

practitioner before prescribing yourself

any herbal remedy. Some natural remedies

can react with prescription medications or

even exacerbate symptoms. Pregnant and

breastfeeding women and anyone who has high

blood pressure should not take feverfew.

FEVERFEW TEA
You can make a tea from the leaves and/or

flowers, fresh or dried. Again, the flavour is on the

bitter side, though you may develop a taste for it.

Chop or tear leaves into small pieces. Place

one teaspoon into a diffusing tea ball, place in a

cup, then pour one cup of boiling water over.

Let steep for five minutes, then remove the

tea ball and drink while still warm. Add a little

honey if desired.

Daisy-like blooms 
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WORDS: Kate McKee 

M
ost Australian households have 

a barbecue, but if you’re looking 

for something a bit different for 

your entertaining area, why not 

try a wood-fired oven? Wood-fired ovens are 

easy to use, look great and allow you to cook 

restaurant-quality fare in the comfort of your 

own backyard.

 Wood-fired ovens can be built-in, free-

standing or portable and come in a range of 

sizes to suit all applications. If you’re after a 

simple addition for a moderately sized patio or 

verandah, a single-shelved pizza oven might 

be for you, or one fixed with wheels so you can 

store it away when not in use. If you’re looking 

to cook for large crowds, a traditional stand-

alone or built-in option might be more suitable.

There are myriad styles of wood-fired ovens 

on the market today. These include the more 

traditional options sporting the rustic look, 

with clay, stone and brick-made varieties on 

offer. Or, for those who prefer a more modern 

look, there are models that feature sleek 

stainless steel or contemporary powder-

coated colours. 

PICK YOUR STYLE
Many manufacturers offer the benefit of 

customisation if your heart’s set on a particular 

style, shape or finish. If you’re handy, you might 

prefer to buy a DIY kit but if you opt to go down 

this route, first ensure everything is included 

and that the instructions are clear.

A wood-fired oven of any size or style can 

also act as a talking — and gathering — 

FIRE IT UP!
Impress dinner guests with the taste and aroma of home-cooked wood-fi red fare

point when you have guests over. The glow 

of embers at night is always a drawcard, as 

is the mouth-watering aroma of wood-fired 

cooking wafting through the air. Then there’s 

OTHER OPTIONS
Although pizza ovens traditionally use wood as 
a fuel source, there are some other options you 
might like to consider, especially if it’s only pizzas 
you’re interested in cooking. Gas-fuelled pizza 
ovens heat up faster than traditional wood-fired 
ovens so if you’re not one to wait or plan ahead, 
gas might be the way to go. You can also get 
special attachments that can be fitted to your 
barbecue, enabling you to cook pizzas for guests 
who want more than just barbecued prawns and 
snags. And if you’re really short on space, there 
are compact tabletop electric pizza ovens.
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verandah, a single-shelved pizza oven might

be for you, or one fixed with wheels so you can

store it away when not in use. If you’re looking

to cook for large crowds, a traditional stand-

alone or built-in option might be more suitable.

There are myriad styles of wood-fired ovens

on the market today. These include the more

traditional options sporting the rustic look,

with clay, stone and brick-made varieties on

offer. Or, for those who prefer a more modern

look, there are models that feature sleek

stainless steel or contemporary powder-

coated colours.

PICK YOUR STYLE
Many manufacturers offer the benefit of

customisation if your heart’s set on a particular

style, shape or finish. If you’re handy, you might

prefer to buy a DIY kit but if you opt to go down

this route, first ensure everything is included

and that the instructions are clear.

A wood-fired oven of any size or style can

also act as a talking — and gathering —

FIRE IT UP!
Impress dinner guests with the taste and aroma of home-cooked wood-fi red fare

point when you have guests over. The glow

of embers at night is always a drawcard, as

is the mouth-watering aroma of wood-fired

cooking wafting through the air. Then there’s

OTHER OPTIONS
Although pizza ovens traditionally use wood as 
a fuel source, there are some other options you 
might like to consider, especially if it’s only pizzas 
you’re interested in cooking. Gas-fuelled pizza 
ovens heat up faster than traditional wood-fired 
ovens so if you’re not one to wait or plan ahead, 
gas might be the way to go. You can also get 
special attachments that can be fitted to your 
barbecue, enabling you to cook pizzas for guests 
who want more than just barbecued prawns and 
snags. And if you’re really short on space, there 
are compact tabletop electric pizza ovens.
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TOP LEFT Fire up your entertaining space, with wood for 
cooking and heating. melbournefirebricks.com.au 
LEFT Noori is a rocket stove, barbecue grill, pizza oven 
and firepit all in one. noori.com.br

the bonus of having an additional open-flame 

heat source in the cooler months, completing 

the full sensory experience.

ENJOY THE BENEFITS
One of the main benefits of incorporating a 

wood-fired oven into your outdoor setting is 

the unique wood-fired flavour it gives to your 

cooking. When you hear the term wood-fired, 

the image of pizza usually comes to mind 

but there are many more culinary creations 

you can experience with a little imagination. 

Anything from a roast dinner to baked bread 

can have that unique wood-fired flavour, and 

you can even wow your guests with some 

decadent desserts.

Some more good news for those who loathe 

cleaning after a big cook-up is that wood-

fired ovens are easy to clean — the internal 

temperature reaches such high points, it self-

cleans by burning off excess food, grease and 

bugs. All you need to do is sweep out the cool 

ashes with a bristled brush and pan.

So, why not get your very own wood-fired 

oven and start cooking up a storm?
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WORDS: Carrol Baker

T
he enticing aroma of sizzling steaks, 

the exotic taste of delicious seafood, 

even the smell of the humble snag on 

the barbie — it’s enough to make your 

mouth water. With modern barbecues, the 

backyard chef can now serve up restaurant-

quality food outdoors. 

“There is almost nothing you can’t cook,” 

says John McGran from Lifestyle BBQs. “When 

I was a kid, I remember going to barbecues and 

all we ate were sausages and chops but now 

it’s different — people want a dining experience 

instead of the stock-standard barbecue fare.

“With the hood up, you’ve got your open 

fire plate and grill for snags, steaks and 

hamburgers. When the hood’s down, it’s an 

oven, so you can cook pizzas, cakes, lasagne, 

pancakes for breakfast on Sunday, even a 

butterflied lamb on a rotisserie. Basically, 

anything you can cook in your kitchen, you can 

cook on the barbecue.”

A FEAST OF FEATURES
With some of the latest innovations in backyard 

barbecues, there are many in-built features 

and possible additions. Single- and double-wok 

burners, removable warming racks, rotisseries, 

rangehoods, see-through glass covers (to keep 

an eye on what’s cooking without letting the 

heat escape), racks for spices and sauces and 

so much more.

If you want a “you beaut” model with all the 

bells and whistles, of course you’ll pay more. 

RECIPE FOR SUCCESS
The best way to get your outdoor party started is 

always to fi re up the backyard barbie

The trick is to think about what you’d like to 

serve up. Does the idea of a teppanyaki bar 

appeal? How about a barbecue pizza oven hood?

After you decide how many burners you’ll 

need, depending on how many dishes you’ll 

be serving up at once, and how many people 

you’ll be cooking for, you can think about extras 

such as side burners. Some fit snugly into the 

chassis of your barbecue; some are recessed to 

allow a wok to fit in with ease.

Your barbecue could be fuelled by LPG, 

natural gas, charcoal bricks or electricity. It 

really is a matter of personal preference, but 

arguably the most popular option is gas as it’s 

inexpensive and plentiful. If you have natural 

gas nearby, hooking up to it will prevent you 

from needing to run out and replace the 

102 | BACKYARD

WORDS: Carrol Baker

T
he enticing aroma of sizzling steaks,

the exotic taste of delicious seafood,

even the smell of the humble snag on

the barbie — it’s enough to make your

mouth water. With modern barbecues, the

backyard chef can now serve up restaurant-

quality food outdoors.

“There is almost nothing you can’t cook,”

says John McGran from Lifestyle BBQs. “When

I was a kid, I remember going to barbecues and

all we ate were sausages and chops but now

it’s different — people want a dining experience

instead of the stock-standard barbecue fare.

“With the hood up, you’ve got your open

fire plate and grill for snags, steaks and

hamburgers. When the hood’s down, it’s an

oven, so you can cook pizzas, cakes, lasagne,

pancakes for breakfast on Sunday, even a

butterflied lamb on a rotisserie. Basically,

anything you can cook in your kitchen, you can

cook on the barbecue.”

A FEAST OF FEATURES
With some of the latest innovations in backyard

barbecues, there are many in-built features

and possible additions. Single- and double-wok

burners, removable warming racks, rotisseries,

rangehoods, see-through glass covers (to keep

an eye on what’s cooking without letting the

heat escape), racks for spices and sauces and

so much more.

If you want a “you beaut” model with all the

bells and whistles, of course you’ll pay more.

RECIPE FOR SUCCESS
The best way to get your outdoor party started is 

always to fi re up the backyard barbie

The trick is to think about what you’d like to 

serve up. Does the idea of a teppanyaki bar 

appeal? How about a barbecue pizza oven hood?

After you decide how many burners you’ll 

need, depending on how many dishes you’ll 

be serving up at once, and how many people 

you’ll be cooking for, you can think about extras 

such as side burners. Some fit snugly into the 

chassis of your barbecue; some are recessed to 

allow a wok to fit in with ease.

Your barbecue could be fuelled by LPG, 

natural gas, charcoal bricks or electricity. It 

really is a matter of personal preference, but 

arguably the most popular option is gas as it’s 

inexpensive and plentiful. If you have natural 

gas nearby, hooking up to it will prevent you 

from needing to run out and replace the 

102 | BACKYARD



THINK MODULAR
“The major trend that we’re seeing 

on the market is the modular outdoor 

kitchen — it’s an extension of the 

home and a comprehensive cooking 

space as opposed to just a stand-alone 

barbecue,” says John McGran from 

Lifestyle BBQs. 

“It’s all about being able to prepare 

as much of the meal, or the entire 

meal, outside and not needing to duck 

in and out of the house for utensils, 

ingredients… anything.” 

In addition to the barbecue 

itself, John adds that these outdoor 

kitchens can include features such 

as an under-counter fridge, sink, 

wok burner and plenty of bench 

space. Some companies also allow a 

degree of customisation, offering, for 

example, a choice of benchtop. The 

idea is to mix and match your way to 

your ideal configuration.

EXPERT TIPS
If you want to convection cook and grill 

food, a hooded barbecue (such as the 

Clontarf from Lifestyle BBQs) offers the 

best of both worlds. Hooded models also 

typically come with workbenches and 

storage spaces so you can keep your 

marinades and condiments close by. If 

space is an issue, you can find options with 

collapsible benches. A heat-proof glass 

window on the hood is a worthwhile add-on, 

allowing you to see what’s going on inside 

without needing to lift the lid and lose heat.
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bottle halfway through a cook-up. Electric 

barbecues are great for small spaces (all 

you need is a power point) and if you want 

something really cost-effective, consider a 

charcoal grill. 

With the outdoor kitchen, built-in barbecues 

are much more common than they were even 

just a few short years ago. When built into a 

stylish bench space and preparation area, the 

basic barbecue becomes an attractive and 

functional outdoor appliance. Natural stone 

countertops (slate, granite, limestone) are 

hardwearing and beautiful to look at.

But not everyone will want a built-in 

barbecue. Trolley-style barbecues or units 

integrated into wheeled 

cabinets give you the 

option of repositioning 

the appliance. And these 

days, many portable 

barbecues give you a 

whole lot more bang for your buck.

 According to Hal Linstrom from 

BeefEater Barbecues, some can outstrip 

the cooking power of even larger models, 

with state-of-the-art technology and other 

features including high domes so you can 

still cook a roast.

Many modern barbecue cooktops are 

extremely tough and durable. Some are 

manufactured from porcelain enamel-

coated cast iron, with cast-iron burners, or 

from commercial-grade stainless steel with 

stainless-steel plates and grills. A Quartz Start 

ignition ensures your barbecue will turn on first 

time, every time.

No matter what you choose, looking for a 

product that is well constructed and durable 

enough to withstand the harsh Australian 

climate is important. “Consumers should 

always ask the question of whether the units 

they’re looking to purchase are waterproof 

or just weather-resistant. And if you buy 

Australian made, you’ll get good value and 

when you need spare parts, you can just 

ring the manufacturer. Quality that’s built to 

last is good for your wallet and good for the 

environment,” says John.

BUYER BEWARE
“If you’re considering buying something on eBay 

or offshore,” John warns, “if it looks too good to 

be true for the price, it probably is. I always say 

to customers to consider the long-term value 

rather than the short-term cost.” 

Hal says barbecues have changed 

considerably over the last few decades, evolving 

from a simple grill to a state-of-the-art piece 

of cooking equipment. “With the reticulation of 

natural gas and growth of bottled gas, the flat-

topped gas barbecue came into being, starting 

WHAT TO CONSIDER
Your lifestyle needs: What type of 

fuel suits your lifestyle (gas, charcoal, 

electric)? How often and for how many 

will you be cooking? 

Space and budget: Consider how 

much outdoor space you have and your 

budget. There are small portable grills, 

larger flat-top or hooded barbecues 

and modular outdoor kitchen units.

Quality and durability: If you really 

are serious about cooking and you love 

to entertain outdoors, buy the best-

quality barbecue you can afford. 
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bottle halfway through a cook-up. Electric

barbecues are great for small spaces (all

you need is a power point) and if you want

something really cost-effective, consider a

charcoal grill.

With the outdoor kitchen, built-in barbecues

are much more common than they were even

just a few short years ago. When built into a

stylish bench space and preparation area, the

basic barbecue becomes an attractive and

functional outdoor appliance. Natural stone

countertops (slate, granite, limestone) are

hardwearing and beautiful to look at.

But not everyone will want a built-in

barbecue. Trolley-style barbecues or units

integrated into wheeled 

cabinets give you the 

option of repositioning 

the appliance. And these 

days, many portable 

barbecues give you a 

whole lot more bang for your buck.

 According to Hal Linstrom from 

BeefEater Barbecues, some can outstrip 

the cooking power of even larger models, 

with state-of-the-art technology and other 

features including high domes so you can 

still cook a roast.

Many modern barbecue cooktops are 

extremely tough and durable. Some are 

manufactured from porcelain enamel-

coated cast iron, with cast-iron burners, or 

from commercial-grade stainless steel with 

stainless-steel plates and grills. A Quartz Start 

ignition ensures your barbecue will turn on first 

time, every time.

No matter what you choose, looking for a 

product that is well constructed and durable 

enough to withstand the harsh Australian 

climate is important. “Consumers should 

always ask the question of whether the units 

they’re looking to purchase are waterproof 

or just weather-resistant. And if you buy 

Australian made, you’ll get good value and 

when you need spare parts, you can just 

ring the manufacturer. Quality that’s built to 

last is good for your wallet and good for the 

environment,” says John.

BUYER BEWARE
“If you’re considering buying something on eBay 

or offshore,” John warns, “if it looks too good to 

be true for the price, it probably is. I always say 

to customers to consider the long-term value 

rather than the short-term cost.” 

Hal says barbecues have changed 

considerably over the last few decades, evolving 

from a simple grill to a state-of-the-art piece 

of cooking equipment. “With the reticulation of 

natural gas and growth of bottled gas, the flat-

topped gas barbecue came into being, starting 
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Your lifestyle needs: What type of 

fuel suits your lifestyle (gas, charcoal, 

electric)? How often and for how many 

will you be cooking? 

Space and budget: Consider how 

much outdoor space you have and your 

budget. There are small portable grills, 

larger flat-top or hooded barbecues 

and modular outdoor kitchen units.

Quality and durability: If you really 

are serious about cooking and you love 

to entertain outdoors, buy the best-

quality barbecue you can afford. 
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life as a simple camping stove, then evolving 

into a multi-burner device,” Hal explains. 

“Designers began to look at the barbecue as 

an appliance; we wanted to give it a lot more 

sophistication and innovation from a design 

point of view. More substantial construction 

materials, improved manufacturing techniques 

and with global manufacturing advancements, 

barbecues could be mass-produced rather than 

bespoke-manufactured.” 

The result is a huge range of barbecues 

(kettle, hooded, flat-topped) that come with an 

astounding array of added extras that make 

cooking just about any type of cuisine possible.

It pays to have the best-quality accessories 

and equipment you can afford. Most people 

arm themselves with the basics (tongs and 

spatula, possibly a fork and basting brush) 

but for the more adventurous or those with a 

leaning towards the gourmet, you can extend 

yourself to a quesadilla barbecue basket or a 

salt plate to give meat extra flavour. 

The options are plentiful. Poultry roasters 

have gained in favour and are a good idea 

as they allow you to roast a chicken in an 

upright position. Pizza stones have also taken 

off. These ceramic stones are for use with 

hooded barbecues and can also be used for 

cooking bread or pastries. Smoker boxes, 

woks, fish baskets and burger presses are 

also popular. 

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
Less glamorous accessories include meat 

thermometers, cleaning brushes and, if you 

have a free-standing barbecue, a cover. A meat 

thermometer can be a real asset and there’s a 

broader choice than you might think.

Sophisticated outdoor kitchen-style 

barbecues are the crème de la crème of 

barbecues. Many come with all your heart could 

desire and more. If you do want the complete 

outdoor kitchen with all the latest mod cons, 

you’re going to have to dig deep. They can cost 

upwards of $4000 but those in the know argue 

it’s money well spent.

Outdoor kitchen-style barbecues can include 

a variety of features, such as built-in fridges 

with clear glass doors, sinks and ample bench 

space for food preparation. 

There are also features designed for 

convenience, such as slide-away cupboards 

for gas bottles and a multitude of accessories, 

including stainless-steel teppanyaki plates and 

rotisserie kits.

With more Aussie families embracing 

alfresco-style living, the barbecue — be it a 

sophisticated modular unit or a stand-alone 

grill — has become an integral component of 

outdoor living. 

The AlfresQ  designs come 
in various sizes, catering for 

groups large or small.

ALFRESCO DINING — 
BETTER TOGETHER
Cooking and eating outdoors may be the 

ultimate backyard entertaining experience, 

but there’s often a degree of separation 

between chef and guests. Friends Damian 

Macalpine, Martin Brougham and Catherine 

Lawton spotted that gap and decided to 

fill it with their innovative AlfresQ outdoor 

dining/grilling combination. 

If you’ve ever enjoyed a Korean BBQ, 

Chinese hotpot or Swiss fondue, you’ll 

love this idea of sitting together around 

the table, getting stuck in and grilling your 

own food to your personal requirements 

(no more blaming Dad for burnt snags!) 

at whatever pace you’d like. Fancy a long 

afternoon grazing, tapas style? This is the 

way to do it.    

Damian explains you can “cook exactly 

what you want, when you want, right at 

home” and “have an absolute ball cooking, 

chatting, drinking and laughing around 

your table”.

The innovative design of the AlfresQ 

“infra e” infrared matt charcoal grill 

affords you the luxury of genuinely fast 

food, as it preheats and cooks quicker than 

traditional grills. The food you cook will 

also be particularly delicious, thanks to the 

“Malliard reaction”, essentially a process of 

caramelisation that takes place during this 

searing method. 

In the name of true flexibility, it isn’t 

even constrained to outside — it could 

be your interior dining setting should 

you so choose (though be warned this 

is a heavy bit of kit, so frequent shifting 

isn’t really an option).

Its sealed concrete industrial chic 

aesthetic ensures you won’t mind it 

taking centre stage in your backyard, 

and its two-, four- and six-seater options 

means it’s good for spaces small or large, 

groups big or small. When it’s not in use, 

simply pop the lid over the sunken grill and 

voila – a normal table for everyday use. Could 

this be the future of alfresco dining? We think it 

looks pretty likely. Watch this space.
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life as a simple camping stove, then evolving

into a multi-burner device,” Hal explains. 

“Designers began to look at the barbecue as 

an appliance; we wanted to give it a lot more 

sophistication and innovation from a design 

point of view. More substantial construction 

materials, improved manufacturing techniques 

and with global manufacturing advancements, 

barbecues could be mass-produced rather than 

bespoke-manufactured.” 

The result is a huge range of barbecues 

(kettle, hooded, flat-topped) that come with an 

astounding array of added extras that make 

cooking just about any type of cuisine possible.

It pays to have the best-quality accessories 

and equipment you can afford. Most people 

arm themselves with the basics (tongs and 

spatula, possibly a fork and basting brush) 

but for the more adventurous or those with a 

leaning towards the gourmet, you can extend 

yourself to a quesadilla barbecue basket or a

salt plate to give meat extra flavour. 

The options are plentiful. Poultry roasters 

have gained in favour and are a good idea 

as they allow you to roast a chicken in an 

upright position. Pizza stones have also taken 

off. These ceramic stones are for use with 

hooded barbecues and can also be used for 

cooking bread or pastries. Smoker boxes, 

woks, fish baskets and burger presses are 
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thermometers, cleaning brushes and, if you 

have a free-standing barbecue, a cover. A meat 

thermometer can be a real asset and there’s a 

broader choice than you might think.
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barbecues. Many come with all your heart could

desire and more. If you do want the complete 

outdoor kitchen with all the latest mod cons, 

you’re going to have to dig deep. They can cost 

upwards of $4000 but those in the know argue 

it’s money well spent.

Outdoor kitchen-style barbecues can include 

a variety of features, such as built-in fridges 

with clear glass doors, sinks and ample bench 

space for food preparation. 

There are also features designed for 

convenience, such as slide-away cupboards 

for gas bottles and a multitude of accessories, 

including stainless-steel teppanyaki plates and 

rotisserie kits.

With more Aussie families embracing 

alfresco-style living, the barbecue — be it a 

sophisticated modular unit or a stand-alone 

grill — has become an integral component of 

outdoor living. 

The AlfresQ designs come
in various sizes, catering for

groups large or small.

ALFRESCO DINING — 
BETTER TOGETHER
Cooking and eating outdoors may be the 

ultimate backyard entertaining experience, 

but there’s often a degree of separation 

between chef and guests. Friends Damian 

Macalpine, Martin Brougham and Catherine 

Lawton spotted that gap and decided to 

fill it with their innovative AlfresQ outdoor 

dining/grilling combination. 

If you’ve ever enjoyed a Korean BBQ, 

Chinese hotpot or Swiss fondue, you’ll 

love this idea of sitting together around 

the table, getting stuck in and grilling your 

own food to your personal requirements 

(no more blaming Dad for burnt snags!) 

at whatever pace you’d like. Fancy a long 

afternoon grazing, tapas style? This is the 

way to do it.    

Damian explains you can “cook exactly 

what you want, when you want, right at 

home” and “have an absolute ball cooking, 

chatting, drinking and laughing around 

your table”.

The innovative design of the AlfresQ

“infra e” infrared matt charcoal grill

affords you the luxury of genuinely fast

food, as it preheats and cooks quicker than

traditional grills. The food you cook will

also be particularly delicious, thanks to the

“Malliard reaction”, essentially a process of

caramelisation that takes place during this

searing method. 

In the name of true flexibility, it isn’t

even constrained to outside — it could

be your interior dining setting should

you so choose (though be warned this

is a heavy bit of kit, so frequent shifting

isn’t really an option).

Its sealed concrete industrial chic

aesthetic ensures you won’t mind it

taking centre stage in your backyard,

and its two-, four- and six-seater options

means it’s good for spaces small or large,

groups big or small. When it’s not in use,

simply pop the lid over the sunken grill and

voila – a normal table for everyday use. Could

this be the future of alfresco dining? We think it

looks pretty likely. Watch this space.
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YOU’LL LOVE YOUR 
alfresQ™ infra e™ 
INFRARED GRILL

CONSIDER 
THE BENEFITS

This all-inclusive, fun and incredibly delicious way of cooking and 
dining with family and friends is no longer limited to the occasional 
visit to a restaurant. 

The alfresQ™ infra e™ 4 seater system is perfect for apartment 
balconies where space can be limited and body corporate regulations 
often prohibit the use of gas or charcoal barbeques. For family homes, 
the alfresQ™ infra e™ 6 seater system will change the way you 
enjoy cooking and dining with your family and friends whether it 
be for breakfast, lunch or dinner!

The alfresQ™ sealed concrete table and stools, and 
alfresQ™ infra e™ infrared grill are waterproof, easy to 
clean and extremely durable for regular indoor/outdoor use.

The alfresQ™ infra e™ infrared grill system provides 
many benefi ts to the consumer, including outstanding 
fl avour, ease of use and cleaning, environmentally-friendly 
design and enhanced lifestyle for apartment dwellers and 
families at home alike, to name but a few.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
enquiries@alfresq.com
alfresq.com
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T
his is a simple way to make a tiny 

herb or vegetable garden for yourself, 

or create a green and gorgeous 

gardening gift for someone who 

has limited space. This garden-in-a-bag will 

flourish for 12 months to two years.

I’ve also created a recycled timber tray on 

which to sit your garden-in-a-bag. This gives 

the bag stability and allows you to move it easily. 

If you’re unable to make a tray, you can always 

use a timber bathroom mat or recycled bread 

delivery tray to hold the potting mix bag.

GARDEN-IN-A-BAG IDEAS
• A herb garden like the one shown has 

Lebanese cress, mint, thyme, lemon balm 

and edible nasturtiums.

• An Asian herb garden could include 

Vietnamese mint, chives, Thai basil, chillies 

and coriander.

• A Mediterranean herb garden could include 

oregano, thyme, rosemary, parsley and 

Greek basil.

• A veggie garden could have a selection of 

vegetables such as cherry tomatoes, tatsoi, 

pak choy, lettuce, broccolini, mini cauliflower, 

bush beans and fairy eggplant. The bag 

can be replanted after each vegetable is 

harvested. Simply remove any remaining root 

balls and add a little pelletised fertiliser to 

the holes before replanting.

MAINTAINING YOUR GARDEN-IN-A-BAG
Water a few times a week to keep the soil moist.

Fortnightly application of liquid feed to the 

soil and a spray of the same fertiliser to the 

foliage will promote luxurious growth.

15-MINUTE GARDEN
If you’ve been looking for a way to make an instant organic plot, 

here’s how to create a tiny fl ourishing garden-in-a-bag in just 15 minutes

Linda Brennan can be found at 
eco botanica.com.au

WHAT YOU NEED
For timber tray
• 2 × 64cm lengths of timber 
• 3 × 42cm lengths of timber 

(I used old floorboards)
• Drill and screws or hammer and nails
• Exterior timber varnish or decking oil and brush

For garden-in-a-bag
• Scissors, trowel and watering can
• 1 bag of organic potting mix
• 5 herbs or vegetables
• Organic liquid fertiliser 

such as Searles Seamax or 5in1
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balls and add a little pelletised fertiliser to

the holes before replanting.
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Water a few times a week to keep the soil moist.

Fortnightly application of liquid feed to the

soil and a spray of the same fertiliser to the

foliage will promote luxurious growth.

15-MINUTE GARDEN
If you’ve been looking for a way to make an instant organic plot, 

here’s how to create a tiny fl ourishing garden-in-a-bag in just 15 minutes

Linda Brennan can be found at
ecobotanica.com.au
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For timber tray
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(I used old floorboards)
• Drill and screws or hammer and nails
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For garden-in-a-bag
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• Organic liquid fertiliser 

such as Searles Seamax or 5in1
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Step 1: Cut the timbers to length.

1

WHAT TO DO

Step 2: Screw or nail the three shorter 

pieces evenly along the length of the two 

longer pieces.

2

Step 3: Ensure you’ve squared up the edges 

and that no nails or screws poke out to tear 

the potting mix bag.

3

Step 4: Seal the timber with decking oil or 

exterior varnish to prevent it rotting. Allow it 

to dry before putting the bag on top.

4

Step 5: Poke five holes into one side of the 

bag. Turn the bag over and place it on the tray.

5

Step 6: Cut five crosses in the bag — one 

in the middle and one towards each corner. 

Tuck the cut edges into the bag to make five 

neat square holes.

6

Step 9: Firm in extra soil around the plant. 

Repeat with the other plants.

9

Step 10: Water in each plant with diluted 

fertiliser. This settles the potting mix around 

the roots.

10

Step 11: Wipe the bag clean and your instant 

garden-in-a-bag is ready to grow. Position in 

a sunny spot. 

11

7
Step 7: Prevent 

inhalation of 

soil and risk of 

Legionnaires’ 

disease by 

watering before you 

work with it. I have 

watered in diluted 

liquid fertiliser. 

Soak your plants to 

completely wet the 

root ball.

8
Step 8: Remove 

enough soil from 

each hole to 

accommodate a 

plant’s root system 

comfortably. 
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WORDS: Angela Young  

F
or your outdoor entertaining area to be 

truly stylish and welcoming, you need to 

pay attention to colours – and not just 

the natural ones. A splash of paint can 

give an area a real spruce-up in no time, so it’s 

good to know which colours are on trend right 

now, and how to go about decorating.

According to Dulux colour expert Andrea 

Lucena-Orr, it’s all about pastels this season 

— with mint greens and salmon pinks the 

most on-point choices for transforming your 

backyard into a tasteful tropical oasis.

“When it comes to introducing colour 

into your backyard spaces, it pays to be 

adventurous, challenging any preconceived 

notions you may have about what’s right and 

wrong in this space,” she says. “Even a small 

quantity of an unexpected colour through a 

geometric pattern on a retainer wall, or a 

vibrant accent wall in your pool house, can 

make a bold statement.”

If you’re feeling pretty adventurous, Andrea 

recommends experimenting with pops of 

colour: “Dulux Weathershield in Mint Twist or 

Pink Dust in conjunction with Dulux Vivid White 

in areas such as the back fence and pool house 

can create a striking backdrop — evoking a 

sense of modern glamour, fun and energy that 

can often be associated with being poolside at 

a luxury hotel.”

On the other hand, you can just stick with 

your garden’s natural tones. “For a more 

nurturing, nature-inspired look, try pairing rich 

A SPLASH OF PAINT 
WORKS WONDERS

Update your exterior colours and refresh your entertaining space 
turquoise greens and deep blue-greys with 

warm whites… on your outdoor fireplace, dining 

area, furniture or decorative accessories, such 

as mats and plant pots,” Andrea suggests. 

“These shades, while seemingly simple, will 

provide a sense of holiday comfort we all crave.”

Making-over a section (or even all) of your 

backyard’s surfaces should only take up a 

weekend at most — depending on the size of 

the space, of course! 

And don’t forget the hidden benefits: a lick of 

paint doesn’t just look good, it can also protect 

your walls and furniture from all the ills the 

Australian weather can throw at them, reducing 

replacement costs in the long run. 

So, grab your brush and get inventive — with 

shapes, colours and styles.

Dulux Weathershield in Tranquil 
Retreat, Dulux Snowy Mountains 
half and Pink Dust. 
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provide a sense of holiday comfort we all crave.”

Making-over a section (or even all) of your 

backyard’s surfaces should only take up a 

weekend at most — depending on the size of 

the space, of course! 

And don’t forget the hidden benefits: a lick of 

paint doesn’t just look good, it can also protect 

your walls and furniture from all the ills the 

Australian weather can throw at them, reducing 

replacement costs in the long run. 

So, grab your brush and get inventive — with 

shapes, colours and styles.
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STEP BY STEP
Painting brick, masonry and cement:
1. Unpainted masonry should be 
cured for a minimum of 28 days
before painting
2. Ensure the surface is clear of any 
loose sand or cement. Fill holes with
grouting cement
3. Wash down with water using 
a stiff brush to remove all loose 
material

Painting new wood:
1. Sand all dressed timber
2. Fill nail holes with a flexible, 
exterior wood filler
3. Ensure filled/putty surface is sound 
by conducting an adhesion test
4. Either use a self-priming paint or 
prep the wood before applying

PAINTING TIPS
• Save time and money by calculating 

the amount of paint you need before 

buying it, to ensure you don’t run out of 

paint during the course of your project. 

This should reduce waste, too

Check the temperature. You should 

really only paint if it’s between 10ºC 

and 35ºC. The colder it is, the longer it 

takes to get the paint to dry

While it’s okay to paint in the wind (a 

light breeze is great to help the drying 

process), if it’s too windy, your paint will 

dry too fast, which can cause cracking.
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STEP BY STEP
Painting brick, masonry and cement:
1. Unpainted masonry should be
cured for a minimum of 28 days
before painting
2. Ensure the surface is clear of any
loose sand or cement. Fill holes with
grouting cement
3. Wash down with water using
a stiff brush to remove all loose
material

Painting new wood:
1. Sand all dressed timber
2. Fill nail holes with a flexible,
exterior wood filler
3. Ensure filled/putty surface is sound
by conducting an adhesion test
4. Either use a self-priming paint or
prep the wood before applying

PAINTING TIPS
• Save time and money by calculating

the amount of paint you need before

buying it, to ensure you don’t run out of

paint during the course of your project.

This should reduce waste, too

 Check the temperature. You should

really only paint if it’s between 10ºC

and 35ºC. The colder it is, the longer it

takes to get the paint to dry

 While it’s okay to paint in the wind (a

light breeze is great to help the drying

process), if it’s too windy, your paint will

dry too fast, which can cause cracking.
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Words: Chris Stafford

T
he term “Asian greens” loosely describes 

any leafy green veg that might find its 

way into a bowl anywhere from Seoul to 

Shanghai, from Kolkata to Kyoto. Or from 

Cairns to Cabramatta, for that matter.

Asian greens have peppery, elusive flavours 

and their dramatic colours and often crisp 

textures add pizzazz to any dish. You can stir-fry 

or braise them, blanch and steam them with 

oyster sauce, simmer them in soups or stews or 

chop them fresh into salads.

As well as being versatile, they’re particularly 

nutritious — packed with vitamins A, C and K 

and calcium — and very easy to grow, especially 

in the milder, cooler weather.

The collective name “Asian greens” refers to 

a crowded field of green veggies that includes 

the likes of watercress, water spinach, pea 

shoots, Chinese celery and even daikon (white 

radish). But for our purposes here we’ll confine 

ourselves to a group of brassicas, some of 

which not only look quite similar to each other, 

but even have interchangeable common names.

GROWING & HARVESTING
The best time to plant Asian greens is autumn; 

hot weather can make them bolt and turn bitter. 

They’re easy to grow, versatile in the kitchen and good for you. 
Why aren’t you planting Asian greens right now?

GAI LAN 
(BRASSICA 
OLERACEA VAR. 
ALBOGLABRA)
This vegetable with a crisp, thick stem 

and large, glossy leaves is known as 

Chinese broccoli because of its similar 

(but much smaller) flower heads. It is 

indeed related to broccoli but slightly 

more bitter. Stir-fried with ginger and 

garlic or steamed and served with oyster 

sauce, it adds pungency to any dish.

Bok choy/
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T
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any leafy green veg that might find its

way into a bowl anywhere from Seoul to

Shanghai, from Kolkata to Kyoto. Or from

Cairns to Cabramatta, for that matter.

Asian greens have peppery, elusive flavours

and their dramatic colours and often crisp

textures add pizzazz to any dish. You can stir-fry

or braise them, blanch and steam them with

oyster sauce, simmer them in soups or stews or

chop them fresh into salads.

As well as being versatile, they’re particularly

nutritious — packed with vitamins A, C and K

and calcium — and very easy to grow, especially

in the milder, cooler weather.

The collective name “Asian greens” refers to

a crowded field of green veggies that includes

the likes of watercress, water spinach, pea

shoots, Chinese celery and even daikon (white

radish). But for our purposes here we’ll confine

ourselves to a group of brassicas, some of

which not only look quite similar to each other,

but even have interchangeable common names.

GROWING & HARVESTING
The best time to plant Asian greens is autumn;

hot weather can make them bolt and turn bitter.

They’re easy to grow, versatile in the kitchen and good for you.
Why aren’t you planting Asian greens right now?

GAI LAN 
(BRASSICA 
OLERACEA VAR. 
ALBOGLABRA)
This vegetable with a crisp, thick stem 

and large, glossy leaves is known as 

Chinese broccoli because of its similar 

(but much smaller) flower heads. It is 

indeed related to broccoli but slightly 

more bitter. Stir-fried with ginger and 

garlic or steamed and served with oyster 

sauce, it adds pungency to any dish.
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Most will grow happily in winter in frost-free 

areas, but they like a sunny position. Keep the 

soil moist but well drained and well fertilised. 

The ideal pH is between 6.0 and 6.5.

Sow seeds sparsely in shallow grooves no 

deeper than a centimetre and around 30cm 

apart. When seedlings are big enough to 

handle, thin them out to about 20cm apart — 

except for larger varieties such as gai choy, gai 

lan and wombok (Chinese cabbage), which will 

need to have 30-40cm between them.

Water regularly, keep free of weeds and apply 

a liquid fertiliser every 2-3 weeks. They should 

be ready for harvest within as little as six weeks, 

when they should be picked without delay. Cut 

leaves away from each plant’s crown; they will 

quickly be replaced by new growth.

Wombok will take a while longer. Harvest the 

heads in 8-10 weeks when firm and 25-30cm 

high. As with bok choy, wombok heads can 

ASIAN GREENS
Common name: Asian greens

Botanical name: Brassica sp.
Requires: Sun

Likes: Slightly alkaline soil, pH 6.0–6.5

Suitable for: Veggie garden, pots

Habit: Vigorous

Needs: Moist, fertile soil

Propagation: Seed

Difficulty: Easy

It’s best to use As ian greens as soon as possib le aft er harvesting. 
Because of th eir high water content, th ey don’t store well
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Most will grow happily in winter in frost-free

areas, but they like a sunny position. Keep the

soil moist but well drained and well fertilised.

The ideal pH is between 6.0 and 6.5.

Sow seeds sparsely in shallow grooves no

deeper than a centimetre and around 30cm

apart. When seedlings are big enough to

handle, thin them out to about 20cm apart —

except for larger varieties such as gai choy, gai

lan and wombok (Chinese cabbage), which will

need to have 30-40cm between them.

Water regularly, keep free of weeds and apply

a liquid fertiliser every 2-3 weeks. They should

be ready for harvest within as little as six weeks,

when they should be picked without delay. Cut

leaves away from each plant’s crown; they will

quickly be replaced by new growth.

Wombok will take a while longer. Harvest the

heads in 8-10 weeks when firm and 25-30cm

high. As with bok choy, wombok heads can

ASIAN GREENS
Common name: Asian greens

Botanical name: Brassica sp.
Requires: Sun

Likes: Slightly alkaline soil, pH 6.0–6.5

Suitable for: Veggie garden, pots

Habit: Vigorous

Needs: Moist, fertile soil

Propagation: Seed

Difficulty: Easy

It’s best to use Asian greens as soon as possible after harvesting.
Because of their high water content, they don’t store well
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TATSOI 
(BRASSICA 
RAPA SUBSP. 
NARINOSA)
Variously called spinach mustard, 

spoon mustard and Chinese flat 

cabbage, tatsoi resembles bok choy 

with wider, flatter, spoon-shaped 

leaves that form a thick rosette. 

Extremely frost tolerant, it can even 

be harvested from under snow. Use 

as per bok choy and pak choy. 

CHOY SUM (BRASSICA RAPA 
SUBSP. PARACHINENSIS)
Also known as Chinese flowering cabbage, choy sum (its name is 

Cantonese for “heart of the vegetable”) grows yellow flowers but stops 

short of forming a cabbage-like head. In fact, it looks more like a 

thinner bok choy and is used in soups or suited to steaming.

WOMBOK (BRASSICA RAPA 
SUBSP. PEKINENSIS)
Also called napa or Chinese cabbage, wombok, like tatsoi, is closely 

related to bok choy in both looks and taste. It grows an oblong head of 

tightly wound leaves, light green on the outside to pale yellow in the centre. 

It’s the main ingredient in Korean kimchi and is widely used in stir-fries, 

hotpots and salads.
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be harvested from under snow. Use 
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short of forming a cabbage-like head. In fact, it looks more like a 

thinner bok choy and is used in soups or suited to steaming.
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Also called napa or Chinese cabbage, wombok, like tatsoi, is closely 

related to bok choy in both looks and taste. It grows an oblong head of 
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be pulled from the ground whole as needed. 

Exceptions are mibuna and mizuna, which 

are cut-and-come-again greens that can be 

harvested within 20 days. 

TROUBLESHOOTING
Snails and slugs are greens' worst enemies, 

especially after rain. Try using beer traps or 

surround your plants with protective barriers of 

crushed eggshells or coffee grounds. Or hunt 

them down and drown them in soapy water.

The same goes for aphids, which tend to 

congregate on new growth. Use soap spray or 

just pick them off and squash them.

STORING & PRESERVING
It’s best to use Asian greens as soon as possible 

after harvesting; because of their high water 

content, they don’t store well. That said, whole 

heads may be trimmed and rinsed, placed in a 

plastic bag with a few holes to let air in and kept 

in the fridge crisper for one or two days.

Alternatively, you can blanch and freeze 

them. Place greens in a colander, pour boiling 

water over them, then plunge them into ice 

water. Pat dry and store in a ziplock bag in the 

freezer for up to two months. 

BOK CHOY/PAK 
CHOY (BRASSICA 
RAPA SUBSP. 
CHINENSIS)
A spicy, winter-hardy mustard green with 

spoon-shaped white stems and dark-

green or yellow-green leaves, bok choy 

is sometimes called Chinese mustard 

cabbage. Its younger form, pak choy, is 

tenderer and lighter in colour. Both are 

ideal for stir-fries, soups or steaming, 

while the young leaves are good in salads.

MIZUNA (BRASSICA JUNCEA VAR. JAPONICA) 
& MIBUNA (BRASSICA RAPA VAR. NIPPOSINICA)
These Japanese mustard greens grow profusely with multiple thin white stalks and serrated leaves. 
Both parts are edible and mildly peppery, though mibuna has more of a mustard taste. Fresh or 
pickled, they add piquancy to stir-fries, soups and hotpots or can be used as salad leaves.

GAI CHOY 
(BRASSICA JUNCEA)

This mustard green — sometimes called 

leaf mustard or Oriental mustard — is 

a staple of almost every Asian cuisine 

and also turns up in African and African-

American (“soul food”) cooking. It 

resembles kale but its horseradish tang 

lends itself to pickling, stewing and 

braising, as well as stir-frying.
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be pulled from the ground whole as needed.

Exceptions are mibuna and mizuna, which

are cut-and-come-again greens that can be

harvested within 20 days.

TROUBLESHOOTING
Snails and slugs are greens' worst enemies,

especially after rain. Try using beer traps or

surround your plants with protective barriers of

crushed eggshells or coffee grounds. Or hunt

them down and drown them in soapy water.

The same goes for aphids, which tend to

congregate on new growth. Use soap spray or

just pick them off and squash them.

STORING & PRESERVING
It’s best to use Asian greens as soon as possible

after harvesting; because of their high water

content, they don’t store well. That said, whole

heads may be trimmed and rinsed, placed in a

plastic bag with a few holes to let air in and kept

in the fridge crisper for one or two days.

Alternatively, you can blanch and freeze

them. Place greens in a colander, pour boiling

water over them, then plunge them into ice

water. Pat dry and store in a ziplock bag in the

freezer for up to two months.

BOK CHOY/PAK
CHOY (BRASSICA
RAPA SUBSP.
CHINENSIS)
A spicy, winter-hardy mustard green with

spoon-shaped white stems and dark-

green or yellow-green leaves, bok choy

is sometimes called Chinese mustard

cabbage. Its younger form, pak choy, is

tenderer and lighter in colour. Both are

ideal for stir-fries, soups or steaming,

while the young leaves are good in salads.

MIZUNA (BRASSICA JUNCEA VAR. JAPONICA)
& MIBUNA (BRASSICA RAPA VAR. NIPPOSINICA)
These Japanese mustard greens grow profusely with multiple thin white stalks and serrated leaves.
Both parts are edible and mildly peppery, though mibuna has more of a mustard taste. Fresh or
pickled, they add piquancy to stir-fries, soups and hotpots or can be used as salad leaves.

GAI CHOY
(BRASSICA JUNCEA)

This mustard green — sometimes called

leaf mustard or Oriental mustard — is

a staple of almost every Asian cuisine

and also turns up in African and African-

American (“soul food”) cooking. It

resembles kale but its horseradish tang

lends itself to pickling, stewing and

braising, as well as stir-frying.
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PLAYING HOUSE
Let kids be kids in the cute Piper cubby house. From 

decorating the fir timber walls to serving up lemonade, this 

cubby will become their central gathering spot. The large 

activity window allows children to interact both inside and 

outside its walls, while it’s also weatherproof and features 

a removable window cover to keep the inside dry. You don’t 

need to be handy to set it up, either — the flat-packed 

cubby can be assembled in an hour or less with a powered 

screwdriver and disassembled with ease. hipkids.com.au

WHATEVER THE WEATHER 
Chic power couple Cynthia and Gerry Walsh are the brains and brawn behind Sorrento 

Furniture’s new outdoor collection. Specialising in custom-made furniture, the 

company’s new range showcases a modern style perfect for poolside reclining. The 

bright white leather will bring a unique element to the outdoors, contrasting against 

greenery or pool. The all-weather collection will look fab come rain, hail or shine. 

sorrentofurniture.com.au

WHEN IN VENICE
If you thought chandeliers made a grand statement in a house, then how much more 
so in a garden? The Drylight outdoor chandelier collection (ceiling, floor and wall 
lighting fixtures) is one of the first of its kind and creates a soft, almost mysterious 
ambience in which to dine and wine. Inspired by Venetian tradition, Drylight claims 
to be the first outdoor lighting collection that can guarantee complete safety in any 
weather condition. Years of research has resulted in technology that solves the three 
problems of protection against water and dust: resistance to stress, wind and other 
impacts; lightness; and easy installation. Place it over a spa, swimming pool or 
garden reading nook, this chandelier has you covered. masierogroup.com/en

backyard 

Stuff 

CHASING THE SUN
While phones have replaced olden-day methods of telling 

the time, the beauty of a sundial carries on. Designed to 

age with time, Glenview Products’ brass equatorial sundials 

will develop a verdigris, or patina, on their 

surface. The result is an enchanting 

ornament that can make a statement 

at the front entrance of a home or 

bring character to a quiet corner 

of the garden. The sundial is an 

accurate measurement of time, 

so you can enjoy a digital detox 

for an afternoon, only noting the 

passing of hours between the 

pages of a book and the movement 

of the sundial gnomon’s shadow. 

glenviewproducts.com.au

MOZZIES BE GONE
Enjoy evenings outdoors without the fear of being bitten 

by bugs with citronella candles. This natural repellent 

is made from the leaves and stems of different species 

of lemongrass. The lovely 

sandalwood and jasmine 

candle from Dusk smells 

woodsy with a hint of 

sweetness, so you can enjoy 

all the delights of nature, 

including its aromas. The pink 

candle is cute and doesn’t 

feel out of place in an outdoor 

area, big or small. If you 

want a portable and natural 

solution to mosquitoes, this 

candle is for you. dusk.com.au
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Let kids be kids in the cute Piper cubby house. From 

decorating the fir timber walls to serving up lemonade, this 

cubby will become their central gathering spot. The large 

activity window allows children to interact both inside and 

outside its walls, while it’s also weatherproof and features 

a removable window cover to keep the inside dry. You don’t 

need to be handy to set it up, either — the flat-packed 

cubby can be assembled in an hour or less with a powered 

screwdriver and disassembled with ease. hipkids.com.au
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company’s new range showcases a modern style perfect for poolside reclining. The 

bright white leather will bring a unique element to the outdoors, contrasting against 

greenery or pool. The all-weather collection will look fab come rain, hail or shine. 
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weather condition. Years of research has resulted in technology that solves the three
problems of protection against water and dust: resistance to stress, wind and other
impacts; lightness; and easy installation. Place it over a spa, swimming pool or
garden reading nook, this chandelier has you covered. masierogroup.com/en
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surface. The result is an enchanting 

ornament that can make a statement 
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accurate measurement of time, 
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for an afternoon, only noting the 

passing of hours between the 

pages of a book and the movement 

of the sundial gnomon’s shadow. 
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by bugs with citronella candles. This natural repellent 

is made from the leaves and stems of different species 

of lemongrass. The lovely 

sandalwood and jasmine 
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woodsy with a hint of 

sweetness, so you can enjoy 

all the delights of nature, 

including its aromas. The pink 

candle is cute and doesn’t 

feel out of place in an outdoor 

area, big or small. If you 

want a portable and natural 

solution to mosquitoes, this 

candle is for you. dusk.com.au
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A LITTLE JE NE SAIS QUOI
The Flamme Vielle urn is an authentic French urn from the Anduze 

region in Provence. Handmade by artisans in a small family-owned 

business, each urn has the magnificent glaze only the French can 

produce. Like a piece of art, each piece is proudly signed and dated 

by its maker. These classic urns bring a bit of history home and are 

perfect beside manicured, lush greenery. Our favourite look is a couple 

of these gorgeous urns placed atop stone half-walls and tight hedges. 

rocknstone.com.au

PLANT ONE ON US
While a plant paradise sounds downright dreamy, we can’t forget 
the vessels that house our green friends. Handmade and of high 
quality, the planters and pots by The Balcony Garden are unique 
in style and design. The Willow range is crafted from a composite 
blend of materials for toughness and weather-resistance. The 
sleek, contemporary finish and lightweight material means 
this range can be easily placed inside or out. Group three pots 
of differing sizes together or select a large feature pot as a 
statement piece — this trendy design will look good any way you 
style it. thebalconygarden.com.au

OVEN LOVIN’
Named after Lifestyle BBQs Grandpa Giuseppe, the Forno Allegro 

Nonno Peppe wood-fired oven is an Italian-made delight. Cook 

virtually anything, from freshly baked breads, pasta bakes, meats and 

vegetables in minutes. The oven floor is a solid lava rock slab from 

Mount Etna, Sicily, for a base that heats quickly and cools slowly. Tried 

and tested around the world, this wood-fired oven can perform in 

freezing conditions or tropical climates for delicious food year-round. 

lifestylebbqs.com

LIGHT YOUR LIFE
The Norfolk garden torch will bring 

a relaxed resort feel to your outdoor 

entertaining area, while keeping 

pesky mozzies away at the same 

time. Constructed with sustainable 

plantation bamboo, this torch stands 

tall at 1.8m and creates an effective 

barrier to incoming mosquitoes. 

It uses natural citronella oil to 

illuminate your backyard while 

being a chemical-free repellent 

to unwanted buzzers. Complete 

with an adjustable fibreglass wick, 

refillable metal fuel container and 

snuffer cap for easy extinguishing, 

this torch will brighten your night. 

waxworksworks.com.au

LET IT RAIN
Be waterwise in your garden. While it may not be raining 

on your holiday in Hawaii, it could well be back home 

in Australia. That’s why it could be good to let your 

scheduled watering sessions take a break with the Rain 

Bird wired rain sensor, which will automatically shut off 

your sprinkler system when it rains. This product takes 

the thinking out of watering the garden so your plants 

aren’t flooded with water 

or left bone dry. Thunder 

doesn’t strike the same spot 

twice, and neither will your 

sprinkler system! 

rainbird.com
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The Flamme Vielle urn is an authentic French urn from the Anduze

region in Provence. Handmade by artisans in a small family-owned

business, each urn has the magnificent glaze only the French can

produce. Like a piece of art, each piece is proudly signed and dated

by its maker. These classic urns bring a bit of history home and are

perfect beside manicured, lush greenery. Our favourite look is a couple

of these gorgeous urns placed atop stone half-walls and tight hedges.
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While a plant paradise sounds downright dreamy, we can’t forget 
the vessels that house our green friends. Handmade and of high 
quality, the planters and pots by The Balcony Garden are unique 
in style and design. The Willow range is crafted from a composite 
blend of materials for toughness and weather-resistance. The 
sleek, contemporary finish and lightweight material means 
this range can be easily placed inside or out. Group three pots 
of differing sizes together or select a large feature pot as a 
statement piece — this trendy design will look good any way you 
style it. thebalconygarden.com.au

OVEN LOVIN’
Named after Lifestyle BBQs Grandpa Giuseppe, the Forno Allegro 

Nonno Peppe wood-fired oven is an Italian-made delight. Cook 

virtually anything, from freshly baked breads, pasta bakes, meats and 

vegetables in minutes. The oven floor is a solid lava rock slab from 

Mount Etna, Sicily, for a base that heats quickly and cools slowly. Tried 

and tested around the world, this wood-fired oven can perform in 

freezing conditions or tropical climates for delicious food year-round. 

lifestylebbqs.com

LIGHT YOUR LIFE
The Norfolk garden torch will bring 

a relaxed resort feel to your outdoor 

entertaining area, while keeping 

pesky mozzies away at the same 

time. Constructed with sustainable 

plantation bamboo, this torch stands 

tall at 1.8m and creates an effective 

barrier to incoming mosquitoes. 

It uses natural citronella oil to 

illuminate your backyard while 

being a chemical-free repellent 

to unwanted buzzers. Complete 

with an adjustable fibreglass wick, 

refillable metal fuel container and 

snuffer cap for easy extinguishing, 

this torch will brighten your night. 

waxworksworks.com.au

LET IT RAIN
Be waterwise in your garden. While it may not be raining 

on your holiday in Hawaii, it could well be back home 

in Australia. That’s why it could be good to let your 

scheduled watering sessions take a break with the Rain 

Bird wired rain sensor, which will automatically shut off 

your sprinkler system when it rains. This product takes 

the thinking out of watering the garden so your plants 

aren’t flooded with water 

or left bone dry. Thunder 

doesn’t strike the same spot 

twice, and neither will your 

sprinkler system! 

rainbird.com
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GET A PIZZA THIS 
If  you’re anything like us, your favourite 
dinner (or lunch or breakfast!) meal 
is a fresh-out-of-the-oven pizza. The 
Ooni Koda is a portable outdoor gas 
pizza oven that will add the heat to your 
backyard cooking. Enjoy the hot, cheesy 
goodness of a pizza in 60 seconds flat 
with no assembly, no mess and no fuss. 
The portable design means you can set 
up the Ooni Koda in three steps: flipping 
open the foldable legs, inserting the 
stone baking board and connecting to 
a gas tank. Done. The oven will then be 
ready to cook in 15 minutes and can be 
heat controlled for the right temperature 
up to 500°C. If you’ve enjoyed pizza all 
week, cook something different such 
as roasted fish, vegetables or steaks. 
Delicious! thepizzaovenstore.com.au

SHAPE OF YOU
If you want to get creative, FormBoss provides safe, durable, strong and flexible 

garden edging. Quick, easy to install and available throughout Australia, it 

creates professional results with strong, seamless lines. Established in 

commercial and public spaces, FormBoss has now become a favourite in 

domestic garden design. Made locally in Melbourne from high-quality Australian 

BlueScope steel, expect this hardy edging to stand the test of time. Ready-made, 

three-tiered planters and rings make an instant feature in any setting and are 

perfect for growing your own kitchen garden. Whether big or small, FormBoss 

provides plenty of edging options. formboss.com.au

WAT-ER PLANT KIT
Grow vegetables, herbs and fish the easy way. The 

medium Aquaponic kit guarantees years of growing 

success and is said to save you more than $1000 per 

year if you regularly buy leafy greens and herbs. The 

bottom fish tank has a submersible pump that floods 

the grow bed above, while expanded clay balls in the 

grow bed support the plants and filter the water. Clean 

water drains back down to the fish and the symbiotic 

relationship is formed. Watch the online video for all 

the assistance you need to proceed and lead a healthy, 

sustainable lifestyle. aquagardening.com.au

AWAY WITH THE 
FAIRY LIGHTS
A garden’s landscaping will shine 

throughout the day, showcasing its 

splendour. At night? It’s the opportunity to 

transform your backyard into something 

different. These 24V fairy lights on a 

black rubber wire are ideal for creating a 

gorgeous lighting display in your garden. 

They’re available with cool- or warm-white 

LED bulbs and you can connect up to 150m 

using one power transformer. Bring a bit 

of magic to your outdoors with fairy lights 

climbing up trees or strung as a stunning 

overhead canopy. thefairylightshop.com.au
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NATURE’S OWN ANSWER TO SCARABS & MANY OTHER PESTS

 NATURAL CONTROL
 NON TOXIC - CHEMICAL FREE

Outdoor Artwork
Stylish and Practical

Weathervanes • Windsocks • Sun Dials • Model Windmills • Water Pumps • Gate & Fence Panels

View Glenview’s range of Sundials online at

www.glenviewproducts.com.au
For more information call Bob on 0411 732 950

“It’s OK if you haven’t seen one, we designed it that way”

For Advertising For Advertising 
opportunities opportunities 
Please contactPlease contact

Miriam Keen Miriam Keen 
p. 02 9887 0604 p. 02 9887 0604 

e. mkeen@umco.com.aue. mkeen@umco.com.au
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Superway Termite Baiting Stations and White Ant Termite Bait are 
the DIY solution for a complete detection and eradication system. 

The majority of termite baiting stations on the market are detection-
only devices that mean you still need to hire a pest controller to 
undertake treatment. With Superway Termite Baiting Stations, you can 
detect termites and successfully treat them yourself using Superway 
White Ant Termite Bait – saving you time and money. Superway also 
has an extensive variety of products to help you with weeds and pests. 

Check out the whole range on the website.

KILL TERMITES 
THE EASY WAY!

DIY TERMITE BAITING STATIONS 
AND WHITE ANT TERMITE BAIT

Easy to Install • Do it ALL Yourself • Targets the Nest • Environmentally Friendly

21 Radius Drive, Larapinta Qld 4110  Phone. 1300 302 938

www.superway.com.au
302 938

Superway White 
Ant Termite Bait is 

fully registered with the 
Australian Pesticides 

& Veterinary Medicines 
Authority trialled 

and proven 

DIY
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