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Golden Age of Knifemaking?  ---
I really have to compliment you and your 
staff  on the March BLADE®. I love sub-
hilts.  I love coffi  n handles. I love period 
knives. I guess everybody else does, too.

Maybe the Golden Age of Knifemaking 
is now.
 

Jon Bruce, Hollywood, California

You Don’t Have To Print It!  -------
I was disappointed to read the letter, “Make 
BLADE® Great Again?” in the “Readers 
Respond” of the March issue. Th ere was 
absolutely no knife-related content or
anything informative about it. It was just 
another letter insulting and dumping on 
President Trump. Don’t we get enough of 
that in the mainstream media? Of course, 
everyone has a right to express his or her 
opinion, but you don’t have to print it! I, 
and probably most of your readership, 
expect better from you. All the best,
              

Yitz Berger, Ph.D.

Editor’s note: I didn’t like the sentiments in 
the letter either but opinions are what any 
good readers’ page is all about. If BLADE 
prints only the letters we agree with, we 
would be just like the mainstream media—
giving voice to only what fi ts an agenda. We 
like to think we’re better than that. Th anks 
for reading and all the letters you’ve sent 
over the years. We value your opinion and 
hope you keep writing.

Sharer’s Legacy  ---------------------------
I enjoyed BLADE® fi eld editor Ed Fowler’s 

article (“Opportunity,” page 72)  in 
the March issue. It was thoughtful and 
inciteful.

Sharing helps spread the wealth   of 
knowledge, which serves to improve 
quality, innovation and creativity.
Knowing Ed’s “Step 1” will help remove 
the fear of the unknown, thus enabling one 
to move forward. Maybe most important is 
the “sharer’s” legacy that is imprinted on 
the recipients, hopefully to be passed on to 
the next generation.

Th ank you again, Ed,  for your words of 
wisdom—not to be forgotten.

Joe Campise, New York

Journeyman Smith To Be?  --------
Got my May BLADE® with my folder 
in it (“Sweet Solo Slippies,” page 51). 
Th anks again for putting it in there, but I 
noticed it said I was an ABS journeyman 
smith. I am only an ABS apprentice. I 
just didn’t want people thinking I had 
misrepresented myself.

Chris Sharp, knifemaker, 
Oxford, Florida

Editor’s note: Sorry to get your rating 
wrong, Chris. And as far as we’re 
concerned, being an ABS apprentice is 
plenty to be proud of, too.

Sheepsfoot, Not a Wharncliffe 
Reference to the article by   BLADE® fi eld 
editor Abe Elias on slip-joint knives on 
page 41 in the May BLADE: Th e blade on 
the ZT 0230 is what I was always told is 

a sheepsfoot, not a wharncliff e.   Th e Case 
Caribbean Blue Bone Tear Drop on the 
same page has a wharncliff e blade, at least 
from what I’ve been told.

Tim Alverson, knifemaker, a letter 
via e-mail

BLADE fi eld editor Abe Elias, the story’s 
writer, replies: ZT does indeed call the 
blade of the model 0230 a sheepsfoot, a 
designation most companies don’t use 
anymore—I suppose for marketing reasons. 
Profi le wise Mr. Alverson is right and I stand 
corrected. I went with wharncliff e because it 
is the 0230’s main blade, whereas sheepsfoot 
patterns tend to be “sub blades” on multi-
blade knives. I should have stuck with 
the  blade’s shape instead of its position. 
Sheepsfoot would be correct. As for the Case 
Caribbean Blue Bone Tear Drop, I did of 
course refer to its blade as a wharncliff e.

Card-Carrying Cartel Member  
Th ank you so much for everything you do 
for all of the slip-joint cartel guys. Man, 
that article (“Sweet Solo Slippies,” May 
issue, page 50) is just awesome! I’m so very 
honored to be in the pages of BLADE®.

Burt Flanagan, knifemaker, Tom 
Bean, Texas

For the latest knives, knife news, trends and 
more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s popular 
Instagram page @blade_magazine, and on 
Facebook and Twitter.
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ABS journeyman smith Landon 
Robbins opted for 1084 carbon 
steel for the 4-inch blade with 

hamon on his forged drop-point hunter.
Th e handle of desert ironwood is in an 

understated bird’s-beak design and the 
single guard is 416 stainless steel. Blade 
fi nish: satin. Overall length: 8.5 inches. 
Th e maker’s list price of $450 includes a 
custom-made leather sheath.

For more on Landon’s custom hunter, 
visit his website at robbinsknives.com, 
e-mail him at lwrobbins71@gmail.com, 
or read part one of BLADE® fi eld editor 
Les Robertson’s three-part story on how 
to collect custom hunting knives on page 
30. In part one, Les outlines the collectible 
users, of which Landon’s knife is one. 
Landon is a part-time maker and has been 
an ABS journeyman smith since 2013. His 
current focus is fi xed blades—hunters, 
fi ghters and bowies—and he accepts 
custom orders.

Chuck Ward photographed the cover 
knife and the inset shot of the Lloyd Hale
sub-hilt fi ghter is by SharpByCoop.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends 
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
popular Instagram page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.
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The knife community lost three 
dedicated contributors recently 
with the passing of knifemakers 

Michael Holtschulte, Bernard  Sparks 
and Ralph Turnbull.

A full-time knifemaker for almost 
50 years, Ralph specialized in knives in 
the latest materials, including mosaic 
damascus, tigerwood, white and black 
ebony and others. He made a wide 
range of models, including though not 
limited to folders, fi xed blades and even 
butterfl y knives. We had just published 
a story on one of his folders written by 
J.T. Hill (“J.T.’s  No. 1 Knife Hero”) in the 
July issue when we got word Ralph had 
passed on June 6—the anniversary of 
D-Day. He was 85.

Born in Dingle, Idaho, on the longest 
day of the year, June 21, 1931, Bernard 
Sparks began making knives part time 
in 1967. According to Mrs. Vicki Sparks, 
Bernard was among 16 makers who 
met in 1969 to discuss forming Th e 
Knifemakers’ Guild. He served on the 
Guild’s board of directors for a time. His 
full-time job was as a teacher, which he 
retired from in 1996, at which point he 
turned to making knives full time until 
the spring of last year. Over the decades, 
his obituary noted, he made several 
thousand knives. He was one of the fi rst 
makers to use Vascowear, a high-speed 
tool steel, for blades. Bernard passed 
away on his birthday. He was 89.

BLADE fi eld editor Ed Fowler
remembers Bernard and Vicki, who 
survives her late husband. “Bernard 
was one of the very early makers and a 
good one, totally honest, and made great  
knives,” Ed wrote. “Th ey were high 
quality, well designed and each blade had 
a very practical geometry for its intended 
purpose. He and Vicki are a tribute to all 
that is good about our community.”

Michael Holtschulte was born Nov. 17, 
1956. He served three years as an Army 
combat engineer during the Vietnam 

War. He built knives for 
28 years, making and
selling over 12,000 of
them over that span. In a 
December 2013 BLADE® 
story that asked if a
soldier had just one knife 
what it should be, Michael 
said he preferred a fi xed 
blade with a 6-inch blade 
of 1095 or 5160 carbon 
steel. “I would say that 
because a knife is a tool 
that becomes a multi-
tool,” he reasoned. “One 
knife would have to do all 
the chores of self-defense, 
cutting, chopping and
skinning game.” He
passed away May 10. He 
was 63.

I never had the pleasure 
of meeting Michael,
though I did get to talk to 
him on the phone, and he 
was most professional. As
his daughter Lisa wrote,
he expired while forging a
knife for a customer. “My
dad put his whole life into
making knives and he passed getting to 
do what he loved,” she stated. “I remember 
how absolutely smitten he was that you 
guys did an article on him, and it was by 
far one of his proudest accomplishments.” 
I’m sure I speak for the entire BLADE 
staff  when I state we are humbled that we 
were able to inject a moment of pride into 
Michael’s short time on this earth.

Th e last time I saw Ralph Turnbull 
was at the inaugural International 
Custom Cutlery Exposition in 2015 in 
Kansas City. Mrs. Raenelle Turnbull was 
there with him, as usual, and Ralph was 
smiling and sassy as he almost always 
seemed to be. Th ough he was 81 he 
looked at least fi ve years younger—he 
always did look younger than his age—

and talked about how he had beaten just 
about everything old age had thrown his 
way. He said he’d had bypasses, diabetes 
and one other malady that I can’t recall, 
and talked about how the doctor told him 
he’d lived through the biggest killers.

While Ralph recently succumbed 
to the inevitable fate that eventually 
awaits us all, his attitude toward life is 
one I will always envy. To paraphrase 
the old sports saying, it wasn’t that 
anything beat him—he simply ran out 
of time. That goes for Bernard and 
Michael as well—all valued friends  of 
the knife community.

SO LONG TOSO LONG TO
3 GREAT GUYS3 GREAT GUYS

 UNSHEATHED BY STEVE SHACKLEFORD

Raenelle and Ralph Turnbull made a beautiful couple on 
their wedding day 58 years ago.
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Lloyd Hale made his first knife
in 1967. Sometime after that, he
also made a rule: No visitors were

allowed in his shop. The simple reason
was that his concentration had to be all or
nothing. He couldn’t work effectively and
efficiently with others around while trying
to appropriately divide his attention.

At age 82, Lloyd does admit that
he’s made a few exceptions through
the years—not many, but a few. And
none of them has been as pleasant a
diversion from the work at hand as
the visits from his friend and longtime
collector, Larry Hirsch.

Recently, Larry ventured from his home

Larry proudly holds in his extensive
collection. More accurately, he wanted to
see the master knifemaker at work and
spend some quality time with him.

“SOME CRAZY GUY”
Larry bought his first Hale creation 17
years ago, and the two finally met face to
face about 10 years ago.

“We met for the first time at the
BLADE Show, and it was after I’d started
buying some of Lloyd’s more expensive
knives,” Larry said. Still, that first
purchase stands out in his memory. “I
was in Solvang, California, visiting Dave
Harvey at Nordic Knives,” he continued.
“I’d picked out about 20 knives to look at

g

g
w
d
t

pleased me, not because of who made it.”
It took some time, money—and more

great knives—for Larry to eventually
walk into Lloyd’s shop.

“I looked at some of Lloyd’s knives and
thought, ‘Boy, when I get some money,
I’d sure like to have more of them.’ Then,
my financial guy told me that everybody
was going to take a hit with the recession,
so why not take some money out and buy
some knives? I didn’t have to think twice
about whose knives I wanted,” Larry
remarked. “Two weeks later, I was at
the California Custom Knife Show and
had asked [custom knife purveyor] Dave
Nittinger to please bring the knives I’d
seen on his website. I bought five or six

in Cupertino, California,
to Lloyd’s shop in Alabama. He

wanted to check on a knife Lloyd was
making for him—one that was about to
join the numerous other Hale originals

and made an appointment. As I
inspected the knives, I kept coming
back to this upswept skinner with a
wood handle and a little slice of gold-

lip pearl on it. The lines kept pulling
me back to that knife. I didn’t even know
who Lloyd was and had never heard
of him. I bought that knife because it

Lloyd Hale made his first knife in 1967 and his work has been 
among the most sought after of custom makers ever since. 
His use of mother-of-pearl, abalone and 440C stainless steel 
is in a class by itself. (SharpByCoop image)

Lloyd cuts out the knife’s pattern on the 
bandsaw.

Larry grinds away some of 
the material that doesn’t 
look like a knife.
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of the knives Lloyd had made, and Dave 
introduced me to Walter Hoff man and 
Don Guild, both of whom were friends 
of Lloyd’s.”

Hoffman, a well-known collector, 
placed a phone call to Hale. Lloyd 
laughed when he remembered the call.

“Hoffman said, ‘Hey, Lloyd, there’s 
some crazy guy down here buying all 
your knives!’ I called Larry because I felt 
as if I owed it to him because he’d spent 
so much money. We met later and talked, 
and things just kept building.”

GUITARS to KNIVES  -------------------
For Lloyd, the long custom knifemaking 
trail has had a couple of twists and turns. 
He’s always loved mother-of-pearl and 
abalone handle materials and 440C 
stainless blades. However, prior to his 
foray into knifemaking, he was known 
for constructing fi ne guitars. In fact, he 
sold his first one to John Phillips of the 
legendary 1960s pop group, Th e Mamas 
and The Papas.

When working on knives for
Hoffman, Lloyd recalls Hoff man’s 
special affinity for paua abalone and 
its deep-blue coloration. Additionally, 
his most notable venture has been 

With the scales on and the 440C 
blade taped up for safety’s sake, 
Lloyd works on the spine.

Larry uses the buffer to polish 
the handle.bo
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a 20-year association with collector 
Owsley Brown Frazier, a prominent 
citizen of Louisville, Kentucky, who 
was his only customer for that time 
period. Lloyd made approximately 300 
knives, swords and daggers for Frazier, 
and they now reside in an honored 
space in Louisville’s Frazier Arms & 
International History Museum.

As a young knifemaker, Lloyd knew 
he was on to something aft er watching 
collectors’ eyes light up. 

“I started out going to gun shows in 
the Los Angeles area,” he remarked. 
“In those days, I watched the guys’ eyes 
as they walked up to the table, which 
knives they went to and which they 
held the most and wanted more than all 
the money they had in their pockets—
as well as the knives their wives were 
kicking them over. I listened to them 
talk and saw how oft en they came back 
to the table, staying a little longer each 
time and picking knives up.”

Th e decision to become a full-time 
knifemaker was an easy one.

“I traded the fi rst knife I made for 

KNIFE SHOP
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a dozen arrows, because I was into
archery at the time. Th en, I sold some 
knives for $5 or $10 each. At the factory 
where I worked, I would sell them to the 
engineers. I was part time then, but when 
my hobby income matched my regular 
job income around 1970, I became a full-
time knifemaker. My wife screamed, 
hollered and cried because I was giving 
up all the insurance and benefi ts!

“One of the things I’ve found out is 
that the older I get, the more my knives 
are worth. Th ey seem to appeal to an 
exclusive club of wealthy men, such as 
Owsley Brown Frazier. His accountant 
once fi gured that all the money he’d 
spent on knives amounted to not even a 
penny in comparison to his fortune.”

Th e years have proven that the 
decision to go full time was a good one, 
and the benefi ts—maybe of a diff erent 
kind—have been lasting. Th ese days, 
Lloyd sometimes spends four to 10 hours 
a day in his shop, and sometimes he even 
takes the day off . It’s the luxury of being 
self-employed and well established. 

Nonetheless, he admitted, “I can’t 
retire. My collectors won’t let me do it!”

LASTING JOY  ---------------------------------
As much as Owsley Brown Frazier 
loved Lloyd Hale knives, when it comes 
to admiration of an artist and his 
handiwork, he still might be runner-up 
to Larry. Larry has found a lasting joy 
and peace with his collection and has 
always wanted more.

“I had a pretty high-stress career doing 

The imitation tortoise shell handle 
is looking mighty fine at this point.

“Hey,” Lloyd seems to say, “this thing is 
starting to feel like a knife!”

Lloyd does a little more fine tuning on the 
belt grinder.

KNIFE SHOP
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The COLLABORATION
The association between maker and
collector has expanded: Lloyd and Larry
worked together to produce a knife.
The large, upswept skinner sports an
imitation tortoise shell handle and 440C 

overall length is 10 inches, and the blade
is 4.5 inches long.

“It took about five days to make that
knife, and I went back and forth, staying
with friends and visiting Lloyd,” Larry
said. “The nickel-silver spacer reflects
the light beautifully on that imitation 
tortoise shell handle!”

During their most recent visit, Larry 
watched Lloyd work on the latest 
addition to his collection—a fi ghter with 
a mother-of-pearl-and-abalone handle 
and 440C stainless blade. 

“Lloyd is being humble when he 
describes this handle as ‘just’ being pearl 
and abalone,” Larry explained. “Actually, 
it’s a unique design that involves cutting 
both materials into pieces and fi tting them 
together—not just slabs for the handle.”

By now, that knife has been completed. 
It was slated to go into the mail for 
delivery to the proud owner—who also 
happens to be a friend. Larry believes 
that the friendship might be rooted in a 
common love of 1970s rock ’n roll. (Larry 
likes Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young and 
Lloyd is an Eagles fan.)

But it runs deeper than just that: Both 
men agree that their association is based on 
trust. In turn, trust is based on experience, 
and the satisfaction for the artist and his 
client promises to remain mutual.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends 
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
popular Instagram page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.
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Admiral is a registered trademark of Admiral Steel LLC. Alsip, Illinois. Reg. No. 2430959. All rights reserved.

Admiralsteel.com
ISO 9001 REGISTERED

™

Visit our website and order online at www.admiralsteel.com, 
call 800-323-7055, or email us at sales@admiralsteel.com

True craftsmanship takes time.
Your steel shipments shouldn’t.
Accurate, on-time delivery you can rely on, for any size order.

Our commitment to service and value is as strong as our products. You can count on 
us for the widest selection of blade stock, internationally renowned quality, and accurate 
on-time delivery of any size order. Bar sizes and full sheets or plates from 1/32” to 1/2” 
in stock. Small quantities are always welcome.

• Stainless
• High Carbon
• Low Carbon

• Alloy
• Tool Steels
• Precision Ground
 Stainless

• Nickel
• Titanium
• Damascus

The master approves.

KNIFE SHOP

safety and security and
getting a lot of emergency
phone calls,” he explained. “I
enjoy knives and the artistic aspect
of them, but Lloyd takes things to a
different level. I can look at a Hale knife
and see something different every day.
It’s like looking at a diamond. There are
different facets, and there’s so much detail
in Lloyd’s knives that it’s like staring at the
night sky! It’s just endless. So, I could come
home from a stressful day and, if I needed
to relax, I’d take out one of Lloyd’s knives,
sit in the light and just look at it.”

stainless blade
with a nickel-
silver spacer, black
liner and finger groove
forward of the handle. Its

The grinds look nice and even and the fit
and finish does, too.



Durable protective cases for your
projects. Featuring a black Cordura
exterior and soft fabric interior. Black
poly foam padding and a nylon zipper.

Protective Cases

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

R6N
R7N
R10N
R13N

Folder 2 1/2” x 6”
Folder 2 1/2” x 8”
Hunter 3” x 10”
Fighter 4” x 13”

$8.95
$8.95
$8.95
$9.95

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

LS101
RW065
RW200
EDC4

2 oz. Lin-Speed Oil
2.3 oz. Ren. Wax 
7 oz. Ren. Wax

EDCI 4 oz

$9.95
$16.95
$26.50
$11.95

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

WE6508
WE8654

G-Flex Liquid 8oz
G5 5 Minute Epoxy

$24.95
$22.95

WEST SYSTEM G-FLEX EPOXY
is a toughened, resilient two-part
epoxy engineered for superior
grip. G-Flex absorbs the stresses
of expansion, contraction, shock
and vibration. Cures in 3-4 hours.
G5 EPOXY is a fast curing epoxy for
quick repairs, tooling and general
bonding. Cures in 3-5 mins.

G/Flex®
Epoxy

G5 Epoxy

LIN SPEED OIL deeply penetrates
wood pores & hardens, protecting
& revealing the beauty of grain
patterns from within.  RENAISSANCE
WAX provides a barrier against
fingerprints and water. It forms
a protective coating, preventing
tarnish, corrosion and is completely
waterproof.  EDCI(Every Day
Corrosion Inhibitor) Aids in rust and
corrosion prevention on any type of
metal, and is safe for metal finishes.
Can’t Ship Air.

G B

CAT.# APPROX. SIZE PRICE

NBU102
NBU103
NBU104
NBU105
NBU106

Less Than 0.59” x 4”
1” x 4 1/2”

1.18” x 4 1/2”
1.37” x 4 1/2”
1.57” x 4 1/2”

$16.00
$24.30
$32.40
$40.50
$48.60

Sold in sets of 2. Scales are matched
to coordinate but each piece is unique.

er

1-800-351-8900
G raffe Bone

Maker-
Tony Bake

Wood/Blade Care

In 1/64” or 1/32” thicknesses.
5” x 10” G10 Spacer Material

Specify Color When Ordering
$6.95 Each Color

Set of 10 - One of each color
#MI995 - $9 95

G10 Liners

Vulcanized FiberVulcanized Fiber

Liner Material

G-10 colors rods used for pinning
handles. Offered in three diameters all
with 12” lengths.
CAT# COLOR SIZE PRICE

MI28411 Blue 1/8” $4.99
MI28071 Lime Green 1/8” $4.99
MI28211 Red 1/8” $4.99
MI28311 Orange 1/8” $4.99

MI23411 Blue 3/16” $5.99
MI23071 Lime Green 3/16” $5.99

MI23211 Red 3/16” $5.99
MI23311 Orange 3/16” $5.99

MI24411 Blue 1/4” $6.99
MI24071 Lime Green 1/4” $6.99
MI24211 Red 1/4” $6.99
MI24311 Orange 1/4” $6.99

9.95
G-10 ods

5
5

G 10 Rods

Knifemaker:
Bidinger Knives

Knife
Maker:   
Bidinger 
Knives

JANTZ Cutlery

West System Adhesives

.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

S750 Sharpening Wheels $34.95

Used by professionals, this two 
wheel system allows the user to grind 
a fine edge then clean & polish to a 
harp edge. 

Knife Sharpening
Wheel Set

CAT.# DESC STEEL PRICE

J1501
J1502

1 Blade
4 Blades

440C
440C

19.95
69.95

CAT.# DESC STEEL PRICE

J1501 Paring 420HC 15.95

CAT.# DESC STEEL PRICE

J1504 Santoku 420HC 27.95

CAT.# DESC STEEL PRICE

J1208 Chef 440C 36.95

Ou Steak blade is overall 8 1/4",
Blade 4", Width .09", Thickness .06".
Creates a beautiful steak knife set for
yourself or as a gift. Blades are razor
sharp. Shown with Jasper gemstone
and nickel silver pins.

Our newest addition to the Jantz
made cutlery.  This paring blade will 
not disappoint. The perfect addition 
to your kitchen.  Blade measures 7” 
overall with a 3” blade edge.  The 
widest part of the blade is 3/4” tall.  
Tang is .06 thick.  Pin holes fit 3/16” 
pin.  Shown above with Osage Orange 
over Ebony with red G10 liner, Red 
G10 pin and Mosaic pins.

our newest addition to the
Jantz made cutlery. This Santoku
Blade is the perfect multi-purpose
kitchen knife to add to your kitchen
collection. Ideal for slicing, chopping
and dicing. Overall length of 11-1/4”,
blade edge measures 6-1/2”. The pin
holes are for 3/16” pins. Shown above
with Birdseye Bocote, Dark Turquoise
Gold Web accents, red G10 liner &
Mosaic pins.

P a professional
c 1/4”, blade 7 1/2",
1 e. 3/32” thick with 3/16"
handle holes. Blade is extremely
sharp. Knife shown with giraffe bone 
and mosaic pins.  

fect for hom

/8”

SA

JANTZ Chef Blade

P

w
a

ur Steak bl

NT

JANTZ Steak Blade

JANTZ Paring Blade

JANTZ Santoku B

U
w

f

l d

CAT.# METAL
PRICE
EACH

CP600
CP610
CP620
CP680
RD3

Brass
Nickel Silver

Stainless
Copper

5/16” Rivet Drill

$1.49
$2.59
$1.75
$1.99

$19 95

CAT.#
SCREW
(EYE) NUT

PRICE
EACH

CPLB2
CPLB4
CPLB6
CPLB8
CPLS1
CPLS3
CPLS5
CPLS7

RD2

Brass
Brass
Brass
Brass

SS
SS
SS
SS

Brass
SS

N-Silver
Copper

SS
Brass

N-Silver
Copper

$1.60
$1.60
$1.60
$1.60
$1.60
$1.60
$1.60
$1.99

$19.95

5/16” Corby Rivets

1/4” Loveless Rivets

Our most popula sion
machined, 5/16” x 1”, threaded
8-32,.  Jantz rivet drills will drill
and countersink your handle 
material perfectly in one operation.  
Tang holes must be 7/32” or larger.  
Available in 1/4”.

ivet at
offers a ‘bird’s eye’ effect when
installed. The 3-piece rivet consists
of a bolt and two nuts.  The Jantz
rivet drill will drill and countersink 
your handle material perfectly in 
one operation. Available in 5/16”.

5/165 Cor

r rivet. Precissions

19.95

s

t tha

Nut: 1/4” dia, .180” long; 
Bolt: 6-32; 1 1/4” overall length

1/4” Loveless Rivet Drill

Easy to use, bo type r

Maker -
Hyken
Knives

Pinwheel

Hammer
& Anvil

Dragon

Texas

Mosaic Design Pins
Meticulously crafted with the
knifemaker in mind to create a singular
style for your knife. Each are available
in four combinations of quality brass
and nickel silver.

Made in the
USA

at Jantz

1/4” X 12” Mosaic Pins

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

MP440
MP405
MP400
MP430

1/4” Silver Star
1/4” Circle Of Light
1/4” Pandora’s Box

1/4” Full House

$44.95
$44.95
$39.95
$44.95

$19.95 each
Size 1/4” x 2”

#MP485 #MP430#MP400#MP405

Nautical 
Star



The knife I carry is a Fallkniven PD
35-year commemorative knife with a
damascus blade. I carry it because of
the perfect size for everyday jobs, and it 

looks great as well.”

Rune H. Pettersen, Narvik, Norway

For the latest knives, knife news, trends and more visit 
blademag.com, BLADE®’s popular Instagram page @blade_

magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.

THE KNIFE I CARRY

Tell us what knife you carry. Add a little history or an anecdote. 
Try to include a photograph—if digital, at least 600 KB but no 
larger than 2 MB—of you with your knife. We will publish your 
comments in an upcoming “The Knife I Carry.” Your name will 
then be entered in a drawing to win a free, high-quality, name-
brand knife. The drawing will be Nov. 15. Mail to: BLADE ®, 5600 
W. Grande Market Dr., Ste. 100, Appleton, WI 54913, or e-mail 
steve@blademag.com. If you send your entry by e-mail, please 
include your physical mailing address in case you win the knife.

My EDC is a DPx HEST/F Urban Ti. 
It’s a great cutter and I like the other 
tool features—bottle opener, glass 
breaker, hex drive, etc.”

C.W. Spahn, 
a letter via e-mail

I carry a Plague Doctor by 
Steel Will. In these uncertain 
times, I can’t think of a more 
appropriate knife name.”

Chuck Davenport, 
a letter via e-mail
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https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/


 • Cut and sharpen custom blades and handles 
 • Engrave embellishments 
 • Cut through tough stainless, alloys,   
  titanium, G10, wood, and other composites

Go to cnc.tormach.com/knifemakers  
for inspiration and our suite of machines.

See your vision through 
with the power of CNC.

Check out our custom 
knife gallery.

CNC machines  
perfect for  
small-batch and 
one-off blades.
Repeatable operations make  
for easier, more accurate 
production and less wasted stock.  
Affordable pricing lets you make 
chips sooner.

Courtesy of  Grissom Knife & Tool

Your passion, 
more production.

CNC.TORMACH.COM/KNIFEMAKERS

The 1100MX and 770MX CNC mills  
feature servo motors and BT30 spindles.
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FOR HUNTING KNIVES AND MANY
MORE, THE SEARCH FOR “THE PERFECT
BLADE STEEL” SOLDIERS ON

Bob Shabala of Niagara Specialty Metals 
sees the powder steels as quite versatile, 
advocating CPM 154 for its mirror-finishing 
capacity, illustrated quite well in the mirror-
polished blade of John April’s mammoth-
bone chute knife. Overall length: 9 inches. 
(SharpByCoop image)

BLADE STEELS BY MIKE HASKEW BLADE® FIELD EDITOR



S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------    BL A DE [23 ]

The spectrum of blade steels is
always expanding, but a couple
of fundamentals remain true

across the board: The classic balance
of edge-holding capability and ease of
maintenance dictates the basic approach
to the right blade steel for the job a
knife is expected to perform. The quest
for “the perfect blade steel” never ends,
though now, more than ever, the reach
for the stars is alive and well.

As has been the case for years,
particular attention is paid to the powder
metallurgy steels, while the basic carbon
steels continue to hold their own, and
the proven stainless selections are solid.
Still, innovation is continuous, and blade
steels remain purpose-driven.

“Makers and users first have to
determine if they want to spend time 
protecting and cleaning their blade or 
more time sharpening it,” explained 
Shanna Kemp, a manager with Jantz 
USA. “Th at answer will help them choose 
between carbon and stainless steel.”

Such a choice is particularly important 
to the hunter, whose needs in the fi eld 
vary from camp functions to dressing a 
deer. 

While depending on the Rockwell 
hardness and other factors, carbon steels 
usually are easier to sharpen than their 
stainless brethren. However, carbon steel 
will rust if not properly cared for during 
and aft er each use, Kemp maintained, 
while stainless is very rust resistant. 
“Most makers tend to lean toward carbon 
steel for fi eld blades, because hunters 
tend to care well for their equipment,” 
she noted. “D2 and 80CrV2 are excellent 
and popular choices. Most oft en, the 
deciding factor is how the maker prefers 

to shape his blade, because 80CrV2 is
typically forged, while D2 is typically for
stock removal.”

Kemp sees an uptick in custom
knifemakers “hot-bluing” their blades
and components. “This is especially
popular for hunting and other hard-
use knives, because the bluing provides
some scratch and corrosion resistance,”
she observed.

Bob Shabala at Niagara Specialty
Metals likes the balance offered via the
CPM steels for hunters. “CPM 3V has
toughness, and CPM 20CV has great
corrosion resistance,” he stated. “CPM
S90V has great corrosion resistance and
edge-holding capability.”

FORGING STEELS
The maker’s approach to building knives
is a primary driver in deciding which
blade steel to use. Whether it’s forging
or stock removal plays a crucial role in
dictating the choice.

“Many beginning makers are attracted
to forging these days,” remarked Jeff Mutz,
heat treater and technical advisor with
Tru-Grit. “A great choice for forging is 5160
high-carbon steel. It’s a very forgiving steel
and is extremely tough. It’s the best choice
for beginners, although I recommend
learning to grind before taking on forging.
I’ve seen many newcomers spend hours
forging a blade, and then they destroy it in
five minutes on a grinder.”

For the past four years, AEB-L stainless steel has 
risen to 50 percent of Jeff Mutz’s heat-treating busi-
ness at Tru-Grit. “I believe it’s the price that makes 
AEB-L so appealing,” Jeff stated. A chef’s knife by 
Joe Fausone in a cholla cactus and turquoise handle 
features AEB-L blade steel. (Caleb Royer image)

Jantz USA offers a wide selection of blade steels for knifemakers and regularly exhibits at 
the BLADE Show. At the 2019 BLADE Show, Kenda Jantz Speaks (orange shirt) and Melissa 
Freeman (blue shirt) talk to customers, while Curtis Seebeck (green baseball cap at right) 
of TurnTex Woodworks demonstrates his stabilization chambers.
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Kemp adds that the popularity o
long-standing steels for forging likely
will never wane. “There’ll always be the
traditional forging steels. These are 5160
1080, 1084 and 1095. They’re beloved
across the board,” she said. “We’ve seen
increased demand for 80CrV2 over the
last year. With 80CrV2’s addition o
chromium and vanadium, customer
love the added toughness and edge
retention qualities to a forging steel at a
pretty low price point.”

POWDER STEELS
Th J t t i l di

Damasteel offers “a beautiful stainless 
damascus steel with great properties 
such as toughness, stain resistance 
and edge retention,” Tru-Grit’s Jeff Mutz 
assessed. “It’s used by beginners and 
seasoned knifemakers alike.” Stanley 
Buzek employs the steel in the Oden 
Heim pattern for his two-blade trapper 
in mammoth ivory. Closed length: 4 3/8 
inches. (SharpByCoop image)

A
s
w
g
s

Shanna Kemp, Jerry Kemp and Bret
Jantz, agree that the powder-carbon
steels are also surging with those who
forge. Many makers are creating canister
steel/mosaic damascus, and carbon stee
in powder form provides numerous
options—with a mixture of nickel, solid
carbon steel and other components—to
create new damascus patterns.

“When it comes to the pattern-welded

According to Shanna Kemp of Jantz USA, 440C is
such a traditional knife steel that it’s hard to go
wrong using it for a blade. Andrew Falkland hollow
ground a blade of it for his Trail Buddy in Tasmanian
spalted myrtle burl. (SharpByCoop image)

BLADE STEELS
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steels, we fi nd that classic-style patterns, 
new patterns and combinations are 
always in demand,” explained Per 
Jarbelius of Damasteel.

Shabala sees the powder steels as quite 
versatile, advocating CPM 20CV for 
corrosion resistance and edge retention, 
CPM S35VN for toughness and easy 
grinding, and CPM 154 for its mirror-
fi nishing capacity—all in the stainless 
category. His favorites in carbon steel 
are CPM 4V and CPM Cruwear for 
their high hardness, edge retention and 
toughness, while CPM S35VN and CPM 
154 are choices for ease of sharpening in 
the stainless category. CPM 3V is another 
option in carbon steel, and CPM M4 
has great edge retention, along with the 
capability to harden to a Rockwell of 64.

“If you know how to grind diffi  cult 
steels,” Shabala added, “CPM S110V, CPM 
S125V and CPM Rex 121 have the best 
long-term edge retention. Th ese grades 
are ‘over the top’ with massive amounts 
of alloy that make them extremely hard 
to work with, but they all have top-level 
edge retention—and, in the case of CPM 

 BLADE STEELS
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that customers who want us to make a
mirror-polished knife will lean toward
the CPM 154 stainless, because you can
achieve an excellent polish. Makers of
folding knives in particular love CPM
154 and RWL34 stainless for their ability
to produce a very high mirror polish.”

A word about RWL34, a stainless that’s
becoming more popular by the day: “CPM
154 is the USA-made version of RWL34,”
Shabala explained, “and American
customers tend to favor high-quality
domestic steels that are readily available.”

At Damasteel, Jarbelius sees a surge in
the company’s European-made RWL34.
“Th ere’s always good demand for steelswith
cutting performance, especially stainless
with fi ne, hard, even-phase particles, and
this especially goes for culinary knives.
We’ve had a very strong demand for
our RWL34 for just this application,” he
observed. “It’s gaining popularity because
of its purity and cutting performance. It’s
been a favorite of custom makers for a long
time for its ability to get a superb mirror

S110V and CPM S125V, a
very high level of corrosion
resistance.” Of course, steels w i t h
long-term edge retention are also going
to be more difficult to sharpen.

TRIED and TRUE
Most makers are familiar with the
tried-and-true stainless steels, and sales
continue to move along.

“We see it as a toss-up between
440C and CPM 154,” Kemp pointed
out. “Both are great stainless steels at
reachable price points, and 440C is such
a traditional knife steel that it’s hard to
go wrong making a blade with it. We find

Damasteel’s Per Ja
DC18N Damacore s
struction has seen
Colson employs th
in black linen Mica
inches. (SharpByCo

y’sarbelius said the company
steel and its san-mai con-
n a surge in demand. Carl

ere steel on his Texas Hunte
arta®. Overall length: 7.75
oop image)

“With 80CrV2’s addition of chromium 
and vanadium, customers love the added 
toughness and edge-retention qualities to 
a forging steel at a pretty low price point,” 
Jantz USA’s Shanna Kemp pointed out. 
Matthew Berry uses the carbon steel on 
his 15th-century bastard sword. Overall 
length: 33 inches. (SharpByCoop image)

BLADE STEELS
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According to Mutz
at Tru-Grit, the pace of
RWL34 sales is quickening
in the United States, and the popular
Damasteel damascus steels are going
great guns, too. The latter are among
Tru
“It’
ste
tou
ret

it to Tru Grit customers, and they re
amazed with it. RWL34 grinds very easily
due to the distribution of the carbides in
the steel, yet it has great edge retention.
It finishes beautifully and is a very clean
steel. Many customers have dropped their
previous steel and switched to RWL34, so
I see this steel becoming very popular in
the near future.”

Damasteel also has seen a surge
in the demand for its steels in a san-
mai construction, a layered piece that
typically consists of a high-carbon
core with damascus or stainless outer
layers, providing that long-sought-after
corrosion resistance with the cutting

received, Jarbelius noted.

R&D UPDATES
Other steels are creeping into the
limelight as research and development
continues at a rapid pace.

“Another popular stainless steel is
AEB-L,” Mutz related. “It’s a Swedish
razor steel and has excellent toughness
and edge retention. It also gets extremely
sharp. For the last four years, AEB-L has
risen to 50 percent of my heat-treating
business. I believe it’s the price that
makes AEB-L so appealing.”

Meanwhile, Jantz is ready to promote

finish. It’s an excellent
choice for a culinary knife
because of its razor sharpness and
ease of maintenance. Supply has been
short of demand, and we’re constantly
working on getting more material on
the market.”

by beginners and seasoned
knifemakers alike.

“RWL34 is a stainless with all
the same properties and is also made by
Damasteel. Sales started off a little slow in
the States, but I’ve been recommending
it to Tru-Grit customers, and they’re

DC18N Damacore
line has been well
received, Jarbelius noted

Tru-Grit’s Jeff Mutz said a great choice for 
forging is 5160. “It’s a very forgiving steel and 
is extremely tough,” he advised. “It’s the best 
choice for beginners.” Luke Haag’s takedown 
bowie pairs the blade steel with wrought iron 
fittings and a handle of stabilized Tasmanian 
blackwood. (Caleb Royer edited image)

g g
u-Grit’s biggest sellers, he noted.
’s a beautiful stainless damascus
el with great properties such as

ughness, stain resistance and edge
ention,” Mutz assessed. “It’s used

g
capability of carbon steel. The company’s

According to Shanna Kemp of Jantz USA, D2 is 
both an excellent and popular choice for blade 
steel, especially among makers who use the 
stock-removal method. Christian Mathieson 
employs the tool steel for the 5-inch blade of his 
carbon-fiber dagger. (SharpByCoop image)

“If you know 
how to grind 
difficult steels, 
CPM S110V, CPM 
S125V and CPM 
Rex 121 have the 
best long-term 
edge retention.”
—  B o b  S h a b a l a ,  N i a g a ra

BLADE STEELS
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an addition to its steel line. 
“We’ve just acquired a small quantity 

of a brand-new stainless damascus 
from Germany that we think is going 
to be a huge hit with the knifemaking 
community,” Kemp hinted. “Th e price 
point is going to be much lower than 
current stainless damascus options, and 
our tests show it to heat treat and etch 
easily. Th e patina is outstanding. Th is 
steel will be exclusive to us and we’ll be 
launching it any day now.”

While the debut of the
new Jantz stainless damascus 
is coming, more competitors for the 
knifemaker’s dollar are also crowding 
into the fi eld. 

“Another relatively new product 
for the knifemaker community is 
nonferrous metal powders in copper, 
brass, bronze and nickel silver,” Kemp 
asserted. “Here’s where makers can let 
their imaginations run wild in creating 
unique guards, bolsters, pommels and 
accent pieces that no one else will have.”

Among the powder steels, Shabala 
identifi es CPM S45VN as an up-and-
comer. “It’ll be hot for the future due 
to its nice balance of chrome, niobium, 
vanadium and nitrogen,” he maintained. 
“It’s a well-rounded grade that will perform 
well in many diff erent scenarios—from the 
kitchen to the battlefi eld.”

For the contact information for the knives 
in the story, see “Where To Get ’Em” on 
page 71.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends 
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
popular Instagram page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.

CHAD NICHOLS DAMASCUS
High carbon, high contrast Damascus

Stainless Damascus
Mosaic Damascus

Mokume
Large quantities and wholesale 

pricing available

662.538.5966     662.255.0524     www.chadnicholsdamascus.com

Zane Blackwell 
P.O. Box 234

Eden, Texas 76837
325-396-5235

Blackwell Custom
Knives 

Artistry...Artistry...
With a Sharp EdgeWith a Sharp Edge

“Many customers 
have dropped their 
previous steel 
and switched to 
RWL34.”
—  J e f f  M u t z ,  Tr u- G r i t

BLADE STEELS



Ceramit® Flex

Cubitron II

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

HRF27260
HRF27280
HRF272120
HRF272220

2” x 72”..60 grit
2” x 72”..80 grit
2” x 72”..120 grit
2” x 72”..220 grit

$6.98
$6.91
$6.36
$6.36

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

IO72036
IO72050
IO72080
IO72120
IO72180

2” x 72”..36 grit
2” x 72”..50 grit
2” x 72”..80 grit
2” x 72”..120 grit
2” x 72”..180 grit

$15.95
$13.95
$13.95
$12.95
$12.95

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

HRC272320
HRC272400
HRC272600
HRC272800
HRC2721000
HRC2721200

2” x 72”..320 grit
2” x 72”..400 grit
2” x 72”..600 grit
2” x 72”..800 grit
2” x 72”..1000 grit
2” x 72”..1200 grit

$7.69
$7.69
$7.69
$7.69
$7.69
$7.69

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

NA72036
NA72050
NA72060
NA72080
NA72120

2” x 72”..36 grit
2” x 72”..50 grit
2” x 72”..60 grit
2” x 72”..80 grit
2” x 72”..120 grit

$12.95
$12.95
$10.45
$10.45
$9.95

1-800-351-8900

Cub

CAT# SIZE LENGTH PRICE

CZ0615 3/32” x 1 1/2” 18” $8.95
CZ0620 3/32” x 2” 18” $11.95
CZ0815 1/8” x 1 1/2” 18” $9.75
CZ0820 1/8” x 2” 18” $12.95
CZ1015 5/32” x 1 1/2” 18” $12.15
CZ1020 5/32” x 2” 18” $16.25
CZ1215 3/16” x 1 1/2” 18” $14.65
CZ1220 3/16” x 2” 18” $19.50
CZ1615 1/4” x 1 1/2” 18” $19.25
CZ1620 1/4” x 2” 18” $25.65

CV0615 3/32” x 1 1/2” 36” $15.40
CV0620 3/32” x 2” 36” $20.50
CV0815 1/8” x 1 1/2” 36” $16.85
CV0820 1/8” x 2” 36” $22.45
CV1015 5/32” x 1 1/2” 36” $20.95
CV1020 5/32” x 2” 36” $27.95

CV1215 3/16” x 1 1/2” 36” $25.25
CV1220 3/16” x 2” 36” $33.65
CV1615 1/4” x 1 1/2” 36” $32.95
CV1620 1/4” x 2” 36” $43.95

CAT# SIZE LENGTH PRICE

XN152 .049” x 1 1/2” 12” $4.50

XN252

XN198
XN298
XN118
XN218

XN196
XN296
XN116
XN216

.049” x 2”

.095” x 1 1/2”
.095” x 2”

.120” x 1 1/2”
.120” x 2”

.090” x 1 1/2”
.090” x 2”

.120” x 1 1/2”
.120” x 2”

12”

18”
18”
18”
18”

36”
36”
36”
36”

$5.50

$12.95
$14.95
$14.95
$17.95

$26.95
$31.95
$33.95
$37.95

325 mesh metal powders - perfect
for creating your own mokume,
adding inlays, or cold casting
parts for your next project. Metal
powders of 1084, 1095 or 1080 with
a 2% pure nickel or 4% pure nickel
mix for making canister damascus.

Metal Powders

Ceramic Belts

Cork Belts Knifemakers
Cent
Scrib

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

JS305
JS307

Center Scribe
Replace Carbide Tip

$39.95
$9.95

Scribe the center lines
for grinding knife blades. Can be
adjusted from 0-1/2” with 1/32” per
revolution using the fine adjustment
screw. Uses a Carbide tip.

ter
be

Shown
marking

center in steel
as a guide

Hardened File
Guide

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

FG101 File Guide $49.95

Precision machined from A-2 tool
steel and hardened to 62RHC.
Overall 3.250”, maximum blade
width 2”, each jaw is 3/8” x 3/4”.
Made in USA.

The high carbon, chrome-vanadium
chemical composition makes
80CrV2 a good steel for knives.
Machines easy, has great edge
retention, wear resisitance, and
toughness. Aim Hardness 57.
Chemistry:C .85, Cr .60, Mn .50, Si
.30, Ni .40, Mo .10, P .025, S .020

With a 2% high nickel content,
15N20 is the layer of steel that
produces the bright contrast
for making Damascus. Typical
chemistry:C .75, Mn .40, Si .30,
Ni 2.00, P max .020, S max .010

80CrV2 Steel

15N20

CAT# METAL SIZE PRICE

PSBR1 Brass 2 lb $33.95
PSCU1 Copper 2 lb $33.95
PSBZ2 Bronze 2 lb $39.95
PSNS1 Nickel Silver 2 lb $64.95

PSBR3 Brass 5 lb $73.95
PSCU3 Copper 5 lb $73.95
PSBZ5 Bronze 5 lb $84.95
PSNS3 Nickel Silver 5 lb $139.95

PSNI1 Pure Nickel 1 lb $36.95

PS845 1084 5 lbs $19.95
PS955 1095 5 lbs $19.95
PS802 1080 w/2% Ni 5 lbs $25.95
PS804 1080 w/4% Ni 5 lbs $26.95

PS841 1084 25 lbs $97.95
PS951 1095 25 lbs $97.95

CITGO - 
For superior cooling
high heat dissipation. Used where
fast quenching is desired.
PARK’S 50 - 
Low viscosity oil, super fast 
quenching speeds, with a more 
uniform quench. 
PARK’S AAA - Widely used patented 
accelerated quench oil, provides a 
maximum uniform cooling rate for
austenitized steels.

Liquid anti-scale compound can 
be sprayed, flow coated, brushed 
or dipped onto your knife blade 
to minimize the formation of oxide 
scale and drastically reduce pitting 
and decarb loss during heat treat. 
Reduce re-work time after heat 
treat with the fantastic option to 
foil wrapping.
Has a hot working range of 1000° 
to 2300° Fahrenheit, crumbles on 
cooling, and parts rinse clean in
hot water.

Quenching Oils

ATP-641 ANTI-SCALE
COATING FOR HEAT TREAT

capa llity &

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

BS201
BS205

BS301
BS305

BS401
BS405

CITGO Oil 1 gal.
CITGO Oil 5 gal.

PARK’S 50 Oil 1 gal.
PARK’S 50 Oil 5 gal.

PARK’S AAA Oil 1 gal.
PARK’S AAA Oil 5 gal.

$49.95
$149.95

$54.95
$199.95

$39.95
$149.95

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

AP111
AP112

Anti-Scale Pint
Anti-Scale Quart

$19.95
$38.95

CAT# SIZE PRICE

EBR132 1/2" x 12" 2.95
EBR148 3/4" x 12" 7.49
EBR152 0.813" x 12" 8.95

EBR208 1-1/8" x 12" 16.95

52100 is a high carbon, chromium 
alloy steel.  With excellent formability 
through forging and great grindability
and shaping, it has been highly prized
in knife making.  

Belt/Disc Cleaner

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

JS1 Belt Cleaner $9.45

Extend the life of your belts and
discs. Makes belts cut like new.
8-1/2" x 1 3/8" x 1 3/8"

CAT.# DESCRIPTION PRICE

ER088
ER012
ER018
ER013

RB023

Evapo-Rust Gel 8oz.
Evapo-Rust 1Gal. 

E/R with dipper 3.5Gal.
Evapo-Rust 5Gal.

Rust Block Aerosol

$9.95
$21.95
$64.95
$97.95

$12.95

Evapo-Rust® rust remover, safe for
the user & non-corrosive for steel.
Removes rust-but not rust stains.
The active ingredient bonds to iron 
exclusively (the competitors bond to 
many metals). 
Rust-Block™ by Evapo-Rust® for 
long term rust preventative. Keeps 
metal free of rust for up to 12 months 
when stored inside.  Water-based 
rust inhibitor, works on all ferrous 
metals. Ideal for home or shop use.  
Non-corrosive, non-flammable and 
biodegradeble.  Safe on auto parts, 
tools, hardware, and more.  

Evapo-Rust®52100 Roundstock

uid anti scale

CAT# SIZE LENGTH PRICE

XW1215 3/16” x 1 1/2” 18” $13.23
XW1220 3/16” x 2” 18” $19.26
XW1240 3/16” x 4” 18” $33.75
XW1615 1/4” x 1 1/2” 18” $19.26
XW1620 1/4” x 2” 18” $22.89
XW1640 1/4” x 4” 18” $48.24

XV1215 3/16” x 1 1/2” 36” $24.09
XV1220 3/16” x 2” 36” $33.75

XV1240 3/16” x 4” 36” $63.94
XV1615 1/4” x 1 1/2” 36” $33.75
XV1620 1/4” x 2” 36” $48.24
XV1640 1/4” x 4” 36” $90.51

1084 Forging Steel is an excellent 
steel for beginning knife makers 
and professionals alike. An ideal 
choice for forging and for layering 
with 15N20 for Damascus. Hot 
rolled and annealed. 
Chemistry:C .80/.93, Mn .60/.90

1084 High Carbon Steel

st remover safe f
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Landon Robbins (inset) outfitted
his hunter in a 4-inch blade of
1084 carbon steel with hamon an
a desert ironwood handle. Overa
length of this issue’s cover knife:
8.5 inches. Maker’s list price for
a similar knife: $450 (includes a
custom-made leather sheath). 
(Chuck Ward knife image)

IN PART ONE OF A
SERIES, THE AUTH
THE COLLECTIBLE

COLLECTING CUSTOMS BY LES ROBERTSON BLADE® FIELD EDITOR
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Aknife that’s a collectible user might 
sound odd at fi rst. Oft en, the fi rst 
custom knife someone buys is a 

hunting model, perhaps a skinner, semi-
skinner, caper, bird & trout or even a fi llet 
knife. Th ese knives are bought primarily to 
be used on a hunting or fi shing trip, and 
might end up helping produce a trophy 
mount—or even dinner. Th e time shared 
with family and friends creates memories 
that last a lifetime. Th e stories are told 
time and time again, passing through the 
generations and connecting people to 
both the past and also to future activities. 

SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY  -----------
For many of us, our introduction to knives 
came from an older family member. For 
me, it was aft er a day of fi shing with my 
grandfather on the Kalamazoo River 
near Douglas, Michigan. 

It was time to clean our catch. My 
grandfather’s trusty old fi llet knife came 
out of the tackle box and we went to work. 
Th e fi llets were cleaned and put on ice. 
He told me I was now a fi sherman and, as 
such, I needed a good knife. He handed 
me his fi llet knife and said it was now 
mine. I have no idea how much that knife 
cost  but, for me, it became an instant 
collectible. Its value to me? Priceless. 

Th e nice thing about a hunting-type 
knife is that it can double as a utility piece 
for any number of chores, both in and out 
of camp. For instance, I was contacted by 
a client who wanted a special set of four 
knives made for his son. He wanted the 
knives to be able to work on both small 
and large game. Each knife had the name 
and serial number on the blade. Th is is, 
perhaps, the epitome of the collectible user.

GENERATIONS 
& LEGACY  --------------------
For some families, it’s 
not necessarily the act 
of one family member 
giving a knife to another; 
sometimes, it’s generational
collecting. 

I saw an example o
this when I stood behin
BLADE Magazine Cutler
Hall-Of-Fame® memb
George Herron’s table at t
Southeastern Wildlife Expo
boy was getting his fi rst Her
knife. It was the same styl
hunter that both his grandfa
and father had owned. The k
had been bought over s
decades, and were bought
used. Th ere wasn’t any doub
each of the knives would b
part of the family’s legacy
were meant to be used and
lifetime—and then some.

Custom hunting knives
necessarily purchased sim
commemorate a particular
Th ose who buy them under
that if the knife receives
proper care and maintena
it’ll last the owner’s lifeti
and oft en become part of
legacy to the next generation
Th is iteration of the
collectible user combines
the sentimentality and
generational aspects of
these knives. 

Picking one out of 
the tens of thousands of 

skinner by Gary Langley (inset) fea-
res a 3.5-inch blade of CPM 154 stain-
ss steel, a desert ironwood handle 
nd a custom-made leather sheath. 
verall length: 8 inches. The maker’s 
st price for a similar knife and sheath: 
350. (Gary Langley images)
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Guards are recommended for medium-to-large hunt-
ing knives. Brett Noake employs a single guard on his 
Victoria Hunter with a 4-inch blade of satin-finished 
W2 tool steel. The handle is stabilized claro walnut. 
Overall length: 9.5 inches. His list price for a similar 
knife: $400 (includes a custom-made leather sheath). 
(Brett Noake images)
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custom hunting knives can be a daunting
task. Let’s discuss some of your options.

BLADE STEELS
Th is is the heart of any knife. Some people
have a preference for a particular steel (page
32). For this type of knife, your choices are
generally carbon or stainless. Each has
advantages and, of course, disadvantages.
(In fact, volumes have been written
about steel, including the advantages and
disadvantages. My comments will be
limited to the basics of each.)

Many users prefer carbon steel because
of its edge-holding properties. The line
meandering in horizontal fashion on
the blades in the accompanying images

of knives by Wess Barnhill and Landon
Robbins is called a hamon (aka temper
line). No, it isn’t just for looks. Above
the line, the steel has some flexibility,
while the hardened cutting edge is found
below the line.

The disadvantage of carbon steel is
that it requires more maintenance. Its
lack of chromium makes it much more
susceptible to rust. But the good news is
that after each use of this type of blade,
a thorough cleaning, along with a few
drops of oil, will act as a rust inhibitor.

Stainless steel has a big following as
well. Most types have a high degree of
chromium, as well as a high degree of
built-in rust resistance. Note that I wrote

i d h h f

choice if you’re going to be in and/or
around water. If you use your knife in
saltwater, be sure to wash it off with fresh
water as soon as possible after use.

Stainless steel is also an excellent
choice for someone who doesn’t have
a lot of experience sharpening blades,
because, for the most part at least, non-
premium stainless steels are easy to
sharpen—and they’re also quick to lose
their edge (as is most any blade that
is easy to sharpen). One exception to
this is any steel

Perhaps the epitome 
of a collectible-user 
hunting knife is any 
or all of the hunter, 
camp, skinner and 
caper models in the 
one-of-a-kind set 
Tim Steingass (inset) 
made for one of the 
author’s clients. Blade 
and handle materi-
als: satin-finished 
CPM 154 stainless 
steel and stabilized 
koa. Each knife came 
with a custom leather 
sheath. (SharpByCoop 
knife image)

knives. Kurt Swearingen (inset) chose black Micarta®

for the grip of his drop-point hunter. The 4-inch blade is
satin-finished CPM 154 stainless steel. Overall length:
8.5 inches. Maker’s list price for a similar piece: $425
(includes a custom leather sheath). (Chuck Ward image)

resistance and not that they are rust proof.
Stainless steel is an excellent

Synthetic handles are great for collectible-user hunting
k i K t S i (i t) h bl k Mi t ®

COLLECTING CUSTOMS
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with a “V” included in its name. Th e V 
stands for vanadium. An example would 
be CPM 3V. It’s a carbon steel that’s 
tougher to sharpen, but it holds an edge 
substantially longer than, for instance, a 
stainless steel familiar to most custom 
knife enthusiasts: 440C.

ON GUARDS  ------------------------------------
Generally speaking, smaller knives with 
3-inch-or-shorter blades won’t have 
a guard. Th ese are meant for smaller 
game and, as a result, are easier to 
control. Larger knives usually feature a 
guard. For instance, when dressing-out 
an animal, your hands can get wet. In 
such an instance you’d obviously prefer 
a guard to keep your fi nger(s) from 
inadvertently sliding onto the blade. 

HANDLE STUFF  -----------------------------
Synthetics, such as G-10 and Micarta®, 
are excellent material choices for
hunting-knife handles. Synthetics
require little maintenance and are 
impervious to most of the elements. To 
many, natural-handle materials look 
nicer. Stag always has been a favorite, 
along with desert ironwood and such 
stabilized woods as koa or spalted 
maple. Remember, though, that natural 
materials will expand and contract over 
time, and may crack or otherwise suff er 
damage as a result.

build hunting knives when their busiest
season is, and they’ll quickly respond,

Christmas.” (No, they won’t have 
omething “laying on the bench” the 
week before Christmas.)

Remember that when buying 
a custom hunting knife that is a 
collectible user, you’ll generally get 

what you pay for. Th e knives can—
t usually don’t—have more bells and 

histles, such as damascus steel, ivory 
ndles, engraving, etc.

uthor’s note: If collecting custom 
nting knives is something that 

trigues you, be sure to read the 
stallment next time in BLADE® when 
l discuss investment users. 

r the contact information for the knives 
the story, see “Where To Get ’Em” on 
ge 71.

r the latest knives, knife news, trends 
d more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
pular Instagram page @blade_

magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.

Masecraft Supply Co. offers the world’s largest line-up of 
natural and synthetic materials for knife handles, gun grips, 
pens, musical instrument inlays, pool cue inlays and endless 
other creative applications. Several of these materials are 
exclusive to us. 

Our customers include some of the largest and well known 
major manufacturers and artisans in the world.
 
Our line-up of natural materials includes white Mother of Pearl, 
Black Lip Pearl, Gold Lip Pearl, Paua, Green Abalone and 
many types of Laminated Shell Veneers (LVS) plus custom 
shell inlays, India Stag, Bone, Horn and Exotic Woods.
 
Our decorative synthetic materials include Alternative Ivory 
and many other decorative Polyester and Acrylic materials in 
sheet, rod and bar form. We also offer a full line of Reconsti-
tuted Stone slabs and blocks. We are adding new products 
every year. We also offer a wide variety of Rigid Composite 
Laminates in Canvas, Linen and Paper Micarta, G-10’s and 
Carbon Fiber.
 
Masecraft supply co. specializes in large manufacture orders 
and the individual needs of artisans and hobbyist alike.

Visit our new 
E-commerce store,
www.masecraft supply.com 
full product selection with pictures

Call us today for a free catalog 1-800-682-5489
Meriden, CT USA

PLAN FAR AHEAD
If you’re planning to buy a custom knife,
be sure to give yourself some lead time.
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Wess Barnhill (inset) forged the 5-inch blade of 
his hunter from W2 tool steel, a favorite material 
among many makers for blades sporting handsome 
hamons, aka temper lines. Above the line the 
steel has some flexibility, while the hardened 
cutting edge is found below the line. Overall 
length: 10 inches. Maker’s list price 
for a similar knife: $595 (includes a 
custom-made leather sheath). 
(Impress By Design knife image)

COLLECTING CUSTOMS
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VERY FEW BLADE PATTERNS SHARE THE STYLE AND 
GRACE OF THE DROP POINT

Drop points are as varied as 
the day is long. From left: the 
Boker Integral II Stag, White 
River Knife & Tool Ursus 45, 
Fallkniven SK2L Embla and 
Puma SGB Coyote Micarta.

>> IMAGES COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR

DROP POINTS BY PAT COVERT
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Ever since BLADE Magazine Cutlery
Hall-Of-Fame® member Bob
Loveless* popularized the drop-

point hunter, there’s been a love affair with
the eloquent blade style. Hunters have
embraced it—not only for its good looks,
but also because of its ability to process
game cleanly and efficiently. The drop-
point blade also has found a presence on
modern tactical knives, attesting to its
abilities as an overall effective design.

We’ll stick to hunting/sporting
versions and examine a diverse group of

drop points from manufacturers around
the world. I tested the knives for a
variety of chores, including carving and
slicing wood, rope and leather, as well as
functions particular to a given knife.

SLICING FINE
The Puma SGB Coyote Micarta is the
budget entry in our quartet. SGB blades
are made in Germany, and knife assembly

is done in China for cost savings. The
Coyote’s 3.75-inch, 440A stainless blade
has a deep hollow grind, and its 8.25-inch
overall length makes it a medium-sized
hunter. Handle construction is full-tang
stainless steel with an upper bolster and
polished black Micarta® scales that sport
a Puma medallion. Weight: 6.14 ounces.
A ballistic nylon belt sheath is included.
MSRP: $74.99.

The only knife in the group with
a hollow grind, the Coyote is geared
toward fine slicing. Testing the blade

FALLKNIVEN 
SK2L EMBLA
BLADE LENGTH: 3.94”

BLADE STEEL: Laminated CoS stainless

BLADE GRIND: Convex

HANDLE MATERIAL: Desert ironwood

SPECIAL FEATURES: Puukko handle 

design; convex edge

SHEATH: Black leather belt model w/

dangler

WEIGHT: 6.3 ozs.

OVERALL LENGTH: 8.31”

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Japan

MSRP: $449.95

PUMA
SGB COYOTE 
MICARTA
BLADE LENGTH: 3.75”

BLADE STEEL: 440A stainless

BLADE GRIND: Hollow

HANDLE MATERIAL: Black canvas 

Micarta®

SPECIAL FEATURES: German-made steel

SHEATH: Ballistic nylon; belt carry

WEIGHT: 6.14 ozs.

OVERALL LENGTH: 8.25”

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Germany (blade); 

China (assembly)

MSRP: $74.99

The Fallkniven Embla is one 
tough Swede! The laminated 
CoS stainless steel blade 
loves to bite into wood, and 
the convex grind holds an 
edge very well.

Slicing is the Puma SGB Coyote’s 
forte. The knife’s hollow-ground 
blade of 440A stainless steel 
whips through a strip of harness 
leather with gusto.
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on leather and rope revealed the 440A
stainless steel to be more than adequate, 
slicing upward in pull-through strokes 
on harness leather and doubled-up, 3/8-
inch synthetic rope in single strokes, 
both with ease. Th e blade performed 
equally well on fl at push and pull slices 
on a wood table top. Th e handle is 
comfortable thanks to its nicely fi nished 
Micarta scales. I also used it to slice and 
dice ham to fortify some bean soup, and 
it handled the prep admirably.

The blade is not going to hold an edge 
as long as the more expensive steels and 
those with flat grinds—that’s just the 
nature of the beast. However, for its price 
point, it’s an outstanding value that will 
serve you well for skinning, food prep 
and medium-duty chores around the 
camp.

BUSHCRAFT BEAR ---
At 9.5 inches overall, the White River 
Knife & Tool Ursus 45 is a large hunter 
and the only USA-made drop point in 
the test bunch. Ursus is Latin for bear, 
and the “45” is short for the knife’s 4.5-
inch blade. The upscale CPM S35VN 

Available NOW
@BradfordKnives.com
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The White River Knife & Tool Ursus 45 is a bushcrafter at heart. The flat-ground 
blade of CPM S35VN stainless steel begged to be batoned, splitting a length of 
seasoned oak firewood with ease.

WHITE RIVER 
KNIFE & TOOL
URSUS 45
BLADE LENGTH: 4.5”

BLADE STEEL: CPM S35VN stainless

BLADE GRIND: Flat

HANDLE MATERIAL: Black burlap 

Micarta®

SPECIAL FEATURES: Stonewash finish; 

firesteel 

SHEATH: Brown leather belt sheath w/

firesteel loop

WEIGHT: 8.19 ozs.

OVERALL LENGTH: 9.5”

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: USA

MSRP: $250

Bob Loveless

DROP POINTS
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stainless steel blade has a deep, flat grind
topped with a stonewash fi nish. Th e 
5-inch black burlap Micarta® handle has 
screw construction, and there’s a lanyard 
hole in the butt. A brown leather sheath, 
replete with both a fi resteel and loop, is 
included. MSRP: $250.

Th e 45 is a bushcraft  knife and makes 
no bones about it. It screamed to be 
batoned, and I obliged by battering 
it through some well-seasoned oak 

firewood across a roughly 3.5-inch
span. Th e edge of the premium S35VN
blade was hardly fazed—this is darned

tough steel!—and it also performed well
debarking, slicing and digging into some
dense boxwood. The blade spine threw
sparks off the firesteel surprisingly well.
(I find that most prefer tool steel for this
function.) It had plenty of firepower. The
scales were plenty grippy, and the finger
guard and palm swell in the handle
made for a strong, secure grip.

www.blacksmithsdepot.com
Kayne and Son

100 Daniel Ridge Rd           Candler NC 28715 USA
PHONE: 828-667-8868

International Shipping available  •  Inquiries Welcome

BOKER
INTEGRAL II STAG
BLADE LENGTH: 4.65”

BLADE STEEL: 440C stainless

BLADE GRIND: Flat

HANDLE MATERIAL: Deer stag

SPECIAL FEATURES: Integral design

SHEATH: Black leather belt model

WEIGHT: 8.47 ozs.

OVERALL LENGTH: 9.45”

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Germany

MSRP: $449

The Boker Integral II is 
a cutting machine. The 
440A blade performed 
two consecutive slices 
through 3/8-inch rap-
pelling rope handily. 
The top cut is a pull-
through; the bottom 
one is a push cut.

The Fallkniven Embla’s hidden-tang iron-
wood handle sports fine finish and simple 
design. The understated guard adds a dab 
of finger protection.

DROP POINTS
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It would be hard to fi nd any criticisms 
about the 45 because it does what it’s 
supposed to do without complaint. In 
addition, its price point is well in line with 
a bushcraft  fi xed blade with premium 

steel and above-average fi t and fi nish.

HIGH-END CONVEX  ----------------------
Th e Fallkniven SK2L Embla is the fi rst of 
our two higher-end factory drop points. 

Made in Sweden, the 8.31-inch Embla 
derives its ovate, barrel-handled styling 
from the Scandinavian puukko. It also 
has a short, stainless steel guard. Th e 
3.94-inch blade is Fallkniven’s laminated 
CoS stainless steel and is more indicative 
of the common drop-point style—
with the exception of having a convex 
blade grind. Th e 4.38-inch handle has 
a hidden tang and desert ironwood 
scales sandwiched between a stainless 
guard and buttcap. A logo emblem rides 
at center. Manufactured in Japan, the 
Embla weighs 6.3 ounces and comes 
with a black leather dangler-style belt 
sheath. MSRP: $449.95.

Th e Embla is the only knife in the group 
with a convex grind. I’ve mentioned how 
impressive the company’s laminated CoS 
stainless steel is in these pages before, 
and the Embla’s blade didn’t disappoint. 
I tested it by debarking and slicing into 
some tough, green, 3-inch-diameter 
boxwood. It dug in as if it wanted to be 
there. It also bit into some seasoned oak 
with equal gusto. Th e desert ironwood 
handle is attractive and comfortable, and 
the sheath is top-shelf.

Many bushcraft ers prefer this 
traditional handle design and use it to 
great eff ect. Th e stainless steel guard, 
though not deep, is a welcome addition 
to the handle. Th e Embla ain’t cheap 
but it’s fi rst-class from stem to stern. 
Fallkniven has fi lled the high-end niche 
by backing the knife with superb quality.

SAVORY STEEL  ------------------------------
As the name implies, the Boker Integral 
II Stag features a one-piece design and 
a handle of an attractive, deep stag. Th e 
steel is 440C stainless steel—not unusual 
in Europe, where its manufacture is a 
high art. Th e blade is 4.65 inches long, 
with a fl at grind from edge to spine. Th e 
handle design has a deep index fi nger 
detent below the solo front bolster. Th e 
knife comes with a black leather belt 
sheath. Weight: 8.47 ounces. Overall 
length: 9.45 inches. MSRP: $449.

Th e knife is 100 percent Solingen 
made, and its overall fi t and fi nish refl ect 
this fact. Real or imagined, integrals 
have a special feel about them. Th ere’s 
a “oneness” in the tactile feel between 
hand and knife. 

Any preconceived notions I might have 
had about the blade’s 440C steel were 
dispelled when I tested it cutting and 

The author found the Puma SGB Coyote useful around the kitchen, dicing up some ham to 
add to a lunchtime bean soup. The hollow grind performs well for skinning, food prep and 
medium-duty chores around the camp.

 DROP POINTS
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carving wood, as well as slicing 3/8-inch
rappelling rope. In one test, I laid down
three lengths of the rope side by side on a
flat wood surface and did a pull-through
slice immediately followed by a push-
through stroke. Only moderate pressure
was needed, and the slices were clean as
a whistle. The stag handle is comfortable
and finely finished—as it should be at
this knife’s upper-end price tag.

Will the Integral II’s steel hold an
edge as long as a high-end powdered
steel? Probably not. It is more a knife to
savor than a knife to beat the hell out
of, and it does “savoring” in spades. For
those who prefer—and can afford—a
beautifully crafted knife, this is one
you’ll enjoy using.

Editor’s note: Loveless always referred to
the knife as a dropped hunter because
the point of the blade dropped below the
plane of the blade’s spine. Somewhere
along the way, knife writers and those in
the knife community started calling it a
drop-point hunter or simply a drop point,
and the name stuck.

For the contact information for the knives
in the story, see “Where To Get ’Em” on
page 71.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
popular Instagram page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.

Bushcrafters will find a complete package in the White River Knife & Tool Ursus 45. The knife 
comes with a black leather belt sheath that’s replete with a firesteel and loop attached.

You don’t see a lot of integral fixed 
blades on the market, simply because 
the design is intensive and expensive to 
manufacture. You can see here the point 
at which the blade, guard and tang all 
meet to meld their functions into one on 
the Boker Integral II.
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Step 2: Dip the blade in ferric chloride 
and let it sit until you achieve the 
quality of etch desired.

Square 
Houses

THE HOW AND WHY OF THE ETCHED BLADE

KNIFE TALK BY ED FOWLER BLADE® FIELD EDITOR
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The blade is fi nished. Now comes 
the fi nal and crucial test: the 
etching of the blade. It is the fi nal 

quality-control examination she must 
pass before becoming a fi nished High-
Endurance Performance Knife for sale 
to a future client. 

Have you ever looked at a mirror 
and found yourself wondering what 
secrets lie beneath the surface? A blade 
with a mirror fi nish may reveal some 
of the quality of the workmanship that 
went into the knife—about the same 
way makeup and plastic surgeons can 
develop a beauty queen—but many 
secrets can lie underneath the surface. 
Th e secrets include essential aspects like 
quality and type of steel, heat treat, grain 
fl ow and structure. You can’t see these 
qualities, so you musk ask the maker and 
rely on his or her answers. 

A blade with an honest etch holds no 
secrets—all is revealed for you to see and 
share with the maker.

I cannot remember the issue of 
BLADE Magazine Cutlery Hall-Of-
Fame® member Ken Warner’s KNIVES
annual, or the name of the maker that 
made the blade. As usual when I received 
a copy, I quit everything that could wait 
and started reading. One knife out of 
the many photographed really caught 
my attention. It was a photo of a 5160 
blade that had been etched. I looked at 
the image and was amazed at the beauty 
of the grain structure as it honestly 
appeared.

“Below is a 5160 blade that the maker 
decided to etch. I wonder why?”  I read 
Ken’s comment about the etched 5160 
blade at least 20 years ago, and his 
rhetorical question infl uenced and 
continues to guide my knifemaking 
more than any single book I have read.

Ken is one of my heroes. His 
contributions to the knife community 

will be very hard to beat. His knowledge 
and ability to weave a complete chapter 
into several words is unchallenged. I 
wonder how many makers have been 
infl uenced by his writing and are in 
awe of his knowledge and ability to 
communicate.

Some of us who read his words also 
wondered: “Why?”

At the time, layered and wire
damascus blades were the big deal. 
Few makers had much experience with 
damascus and many of us makers and 
knife enthusiasts in general  were in awe 
of the claimed performance qualities 
of the damascus blade. At fi rst I simply 
fi gured some maker was trying to 
capitalize on the celebrity status that was 
prominently attributed to the damascus 
patterns being developed by makers. 
Th ey were beautiful and a prominent 
future awaited them. Th ey also sold very 
well—and still do!

Th e photo of the etched 5160 blade 

kept drawing me back, and, using my 
magnifying glass, I continued to study 
it. Th ere obviously was a lot going on in 
the matrix of the etched blade. I decided 
I had to try to learn more.

The ETCH  ----------------------------------------
Before you etch a blade, you want all 
scratches buff ed or sanded out. Th e 
surface must be absolutely clean.

In the early days, most makers etched 
using various acids. Cutlery Hall-Of-
Famer Wayne Goddard introduced me 
to ferric chloride, and I immediately 
removed the acid I had been using. I 
felt it was just too dangerous to be in 
my shop near where all kinds of ranch 
activity could and did take place.

First, I use acetone—available at most 
hardware or paint stores—to remove all 
grease and goo from my blades. I take a 
nice, clean piece of drug-store-bought 
white cotton that is free of die, soak it in 
acetone, and carefully wipe down every 
aspect of the blade that will be visible in

Step 1: Wipe the polished blade with clean 
white cotton soaked in acetone.

the finished knife.
Next, I dip the blade in my aged bottle

Step 3: The blade just as it looked when taken out of the etch. Visible are the transition 
zones that run parallel with the blade’s edge and spine. Obvious is the difference between 
the blade and tang where the ricasso will meet the brass guard.
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of ferric chloride solution (FeCl3 and three 
parts water). I wipe it down again with 
the same wad of cotton with a little of the 
FeCl3 solution on it to remove any specks 
of contamination remaining on the blade. 
I then hang the blade in the FeCl3 and let it 
work for about half an hour. 

You will have to experiment with 
the time soaking; it varies with the age 
of the solution and nature of the steel. 
You will learn as you etch future blades 
and compare them to others who etch 
their blades.

Aft er the soak in FeCl3, I remove the 
blade, let it drain back into the bottle, then 
dip the blade in a highly concentrated 
solution of trisodium phosphate (TSP), 
which is available at most paint stores. 
I let the blade soak in the TSP for a few 
seconds, remove it and wipe it off  with 
a paper towel, and dip it again. Th is will 
stop the action of the FeCl3. If you choose, 
you can even etch a blade in the TSP for 
a slightly diff erent result. Next, I use a 
little soap and a lot of water to wash off  
the residue remaining from the etching 

process, wipe it off  with a paper towel 
and observe the results. Hopefully, you 
will be able to observe the outline of the 
hardened part of the blade, that is, some 
traces of the transition zones between the 
hard edge and soft er blade spine.

If you want to experiment, you can 
compare the etch of a blade that has been 
diff erentially hardened to one that has 
been fully hardened and given a soft -
back draw. You will see the diff erence 
in the grain structure revealed in both 
the etch and when the blade is tested 
to destruction; the grain structure in 
the fracture will be obviously diff erent. 
If you can fi nd a metallurgist who is 
interested, get him to join you in a few 
experiments breaking blades and noting 
the diff erences. Your interest will lead you 
into a new world of the hardened blade. 

REX WALTER  ----------------------------------
BLADE® published one of my early 
articles on 52100 steel. I was extremely 
lucky to have Rex Walter, a metallurgist, 
read the article, contact me and express 
his interest. We worked together. He 
brought in other metallurgists and many 

other makers joined us. Together, we all 
learned a lot, and the learning continues.

One of Rex’s great contributions 
was his ability to study the steel 
we had selected. He could readily 
determine its nature and quality. Th e 
quality of the steel you select and your 
understanding   of its nature is a major 
attribute of the blades you make. Not all 
makers have this advantage and must 
rely on the knowledge and judgment of 
the dealer supplying the steel. Th is was 
a major factor that restricted the quality 
of the blades I was working with at the 
time Rex joined us.

FINAL BUFFING  ----------------------------
For the final buffing I use a soft, loose 
muslin wheel and remove all the debris 
of the etchant and surface metal. My 
favorite compound for this operation 
is Scratchless Pink from Knife and 
Gun Finishing Supplies. Put plenty 
of the compound on the wheel and 
buff lightly, taking just enough off so 
you can see the grain structure and 
transition zones between the hardened 
edge and soft spine.

Everything you see on the outside of the blade is an accurate 
reflection of what’s inside it. The hardened portion tore after 
seven full 180-degree flexes requiring 65 foot-pounds of torque. 
The blade could be straightened and still used as a knife. It is of 
course much too strong to straighten just with your hands.

Ken Warner

Two blades that have been buffed show the temper line in the ricasso in front of the tang.

KNIFE TALK
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Th ere are no secrets in the etched 
blade; all is revealed. You can oft en see 
the three separate hardening quenches in 
the surface of the ricasso. Usually, quench 
lines will not be exactly the same in this 
area, with each quench leaving obvious 
evidence of its presence. You also can be 
assured that the tang was not hardened; 
this is an important piece of information 
if you expect full strength from your 
blade.  One of Cutlery Hall-Of-Famer 
Bill Moran’s quotes: “Never harden the 
tang of a blade.” Why? Because the tang 
is one of the most stressed parts of a 
blade and a source of complete failure. 
When a tang breaks you will have only a 
handle or a separate blade to hold onto. 
Th e etch readily reveals the hardened 
edge and the transition zones. Both the 
client and the maker can understand and 
see the obvious aspects to be discussed.

In my experience the etching of my 
blades was an extremely benefi cial 
aspect of their future. I learned how to 
read the etched blade. It taught me how 
to heat treat and revealed many aspects 
of my blades that I had no idea existed.

When my fellow HEPK master smith 
Chris Amos and I teach, the results of 
a student’s diff erential hardening with 
a torch is obvious when the hardened 
blade is etched—not only to us but to 
the student as well. Communication is 
much easier when you can see what the 
results are. While the etched blade is 
not for everyone, each maker will etch 
blades for personal reasons. When they 
examine an etched blade, the maker and 
the client will have a lot of information
to share.

Thank you for sharing “Knife Talk”
with me.
 

Yours truly,
 Ed Fowler

eafwb@wyoming.com
edfowler.com

Editor’s note: Th e author’s story on how 
to use a properly made blade tip as a glass 
breaker that originally was scheduled for 
this issue will appear next time instead.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends 
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s 
popular Instagram page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.

Precision Rifl e 
Marksmanship: 

Order online at GunDigestStore.com or call 920.471.4522
Product No. R8086

EXCELLENCE!
YOUR GUIDE TO LONG RANGE RIFLE SHOOTING

From the fi rst steps to the fi ner points of long range rifl e shooting, author and retired 
Marine Scout Sniper Frank Galli covers all the details in Precision Rifl e Marksmanship: 
The Fundamentals.

Galli, a full-time shooting instructor, breaks down the pursuit of accuracy in simple 
terms, following a logical order of discipline from shooter to target, the same way he 
teaches students on the firing line. Learn about these points from a true professional!

• Understanding the Basics
of Marksmanship

• Preparing a New Precision Rifl e 
for the Range

• Expert Advice on Buying the 
Right Scope

• Detailed Tips for Reading the Wind
• Internal and External Ballistics, 

Explained
• And Much, Much More!

 KNIFE TALK
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USE TIPS GLEANED FROM 
OUR SPECIAL SERIES TO 

HELP GUIDE YOU

HOW TO

BUY

If the knife is well made, it will always have value. Josh
Fisher’s bowie features a damascus blade of 1084 car-
bon and 15N20 nickel-alloy steels, and a handle of curly
Tasmanian black wood. (Caleb Royer image)

WHAT TO LOOK FOR BY BLADE® STAFF
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BLADE® fi eld editor Mike
Haskew’s six-part series “How 
To Buy Custom Knives” has 

been designed to help you get the most 
for your all-important knife dollar. 
Mike provided a lot of information in 
the series, so we thought a basic recap 
would aid in compartmentalizing it all 
to enhance your pursuit of the fi nest 
custom knives at the best prices possible.

WHAT to LOOK for in a KNIFE  --
•Don’t buy or collect trends. Buying 

what’s “hot” today may mean selling at 
a loss tomorrow. Buy a knife because 
you like it, not because you think it will 
increase in value. If the knife is well 
made, it will always have value.

•Decide what the knife will be used for 
and choose accordingly. Is it pleasing to 
your eye? Hold it and see how it feels in 
your hand.  Is it easy to carry? Is the edge 
geometry correct and are the grind lines 
even? Are there gaps at joints between the 
blade and guard? On a folder is there too 
much blade play—up and down and/or 
side to side? Does the knife walk and talk? 

On a linerlock or framelock does the lock
engage too late or too early? Is lockup tight? 
Feel the knife all over for hot spots and 
evaluate it in terms of quality construction 
and materials, creativity, etc.

•If the knife is a fi xed blade, a sheath 
can add value. However, the knife needs 
a sheath only if it is important to you, 
though it may aff ect resale value. A good 
sheath can cost $75 to $150 to have one 
made, so this is a good benchmark of 

value detraction. On the other hand,
some sheaths can be distinctive works 
of art that can add signifi cantly to the 
knife’s overall appeal and value.

WHAT to LOOK FOR in a 
KNIFEMAKER  --------------------------------

•Look for makers who attend two 
or three major knife shows annually, 
maintain up-to-date websites, have 
some kind of social media presence, and 

Hold the knife and see how it feels in your 
hand.  Is it easy to carry? Feel all over it 
for hot spots and evaluate it in terms of 
quality construction and materials, cre-
ativity, etc. (Eric Eggly/PointSeven image)

Is the edge geometry correct and are the grind lines even? Are there gaps at joints be-
tween the blade and guard? Don Hanson’s folders exhibit tight fit and finish from stem to 
stern. (SharpByCoop image)
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otherwise enjoy a high industry profi le, 
though competent, long-established and 
renowned makers can get by without 
doing/having most of these things. 
By attending shows, makers see old 
customers and make new ones, keep 
up to date in terms of buying the latest 
materials, share the latest skills/ideas 
with other makers, and stay abreast 
of trends—all things that help makers 
make the best knives possible.

•To elaborate on the preceding point, 
watch for makers who stay attuned to the 
advances and new techniques of their 
fellow makers and mentors. Such makers 
tend to stay on top of their game. Who 
are the makers learning from now, and 

who have they learned from in the past?
•Know the market positions of the 

makers whose knives you like. Th is 
takes study of the makers’ knife prices at 
shows, in publications, on top purveyor 
websites especially, etc. It will take time, 
but aft er a while you should have a 
working knowledge of what you should 
be paying for the knives you want.

•Buying exclusively from big-name 
makers can lead to missed opportunities. 
When it comes to functional knives, 
if the knife is well made, buying from 
unknown makers can be just as good as 
big names and save you money.

•If the knifemaker is a jerk, move on 
unless it’s such a nice collector’s piece you 

think the abuse is worth it. Remember: 
it’s your money and you are in complete 
control. Besides, enjoying the personal 
interaction with a charismatic maker is 
half the fun of it all. Life is too short to 
suff er unpleasant people.

•Find those who maintain open lines 
of communication and return phone 
calls and e-mails in a reasonable manner. 
Th ose who don’t risk casting doubt on 
their ability to deliver quality knives. 
At the same time, the maker must work 
and can’t stay on the phone entertaining 
customers all day, either. Also, you should 
respond to the maker’s communications 
in a timely manner as well.

•Makers new to the scene whose knives 
skyrocket in demand early are a mixed 
bag. Some day they may become the next 
Loveless, or the market may sour on them 
quickly and they may burn out quickly 
and leave the business altogether. As with 
all things knife, if you pay your money, 
you take your chances. Enough said.

•While makers who diversify by 
learning how to engrave, scrimshaw, 
anodize and other ways to improve can 
enhance the value of and demand for their 
knives, that is not always the end result of 
such diversifi cation. Many top makers 
never did any of their own embellishing. 
On the other hand, watch for makers 
whose work improves over a long period 
of time—and such improvement may well 
include such diversifi cation.

•Th ough sole-authorship—where 
the maker does most everything on 
the knife from start to fi nish—is an 
impressive trait, it does not guarantee 
an outstanding knife. Moreover, neither 
does it mean the knife isn’t worth the 
price simply because someone else did 
the sheath or the heat treat. However, 
the maker does need to be up front about 
who did what in the knife’s making.

WHERE to BUY  ------------------------------
•Knife shows are very benefi cial 

because they off er insight into the maker. 
A show also enables you to handle the 
knife—as well as many more like it 
elsewhere in the show hall.

•Set a budget and, unless you fi nd 
your grail knife, stick to it. Don’t spend 
all your money in the fi rst few minutes 
of the show, but don’t pass up any good 
deals, either.

•To choose the right show for your 
needs, contact show offi  cials/visit their 

If the knife is a fixed blade, a sheath can add value. However, the knife needs a sheath 
only if it is important to you, though it may affect resale value. Zac Camacho offers a 
sheath with his zesty fixed blade in damascus and a handle of stabilized ancient bog oak. 
Overall length: 13.875 inches. (Caleb Royer edited image)

 WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
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websites for exhibitor lists beforehand 
to see if the makers that interest you 
will be exhibiting.

•Know which knives/makers at the 
show are of interest and visit their tables 
fi rst. Establish a “hot list” of makers you 
wish to see fi rst, second, third and so 
forth, and get to them quickly.

•Buying knives online can provide 
instant gratifi cation. However, be sure the 
sellers are reliable, have a return policy if 
the knife is not as advertised, and when 
they ship the knife be sure they insure 
it. Th e latter includes purveyors and 
advertisers in knife publications as well.

•Knife publications and websites, 
knife forums and social media can be 
good sources of information concerning 
specifi c makers and their work. However, 
when it comes to the Internet especially, 
be wary of those with agendas who try 
to benefi t from praising or denigrating 
makers and their work too much. As with
everything, always look for second, third
and more opinions. Also, be cautious
of those that provide scant information
about the knives they offer for sale.

HOW MUCH to PAY  -----------------------
•Never be afraid to ask a maker, purveyor 

or any seller why a knife costs what it does. 
Ask him/her for some background and 
history on the knife, both of which can 
embellish a knife’s value, especially if the 
knife is a vintage one.

•If you pay a high price for a knife, see 
if the maker has been in business for a 
number of years, has a strong following 
and that the knife is something special. 
Such a knife should be made of materials 
of a higher quality/more in demand than 
a less expensive model.

•If the maker is just starting out, be 
sure his knives are priced reasonably.

•If the knife appears to be underpriced, 
be sure there’s not a mistake in its 
construction.

•For a guide, check the prices of like 
knives on the sites of purveyors who have 
been in the business for a long time. Th ey 
wouldn’t still be in business if they didn’t 
offer reasonable pricing.

CUSTOM ORDERS --------
•Be wary of custom orders as many 

www.fallkniven.com
info@fallkniven.se

FallknivenSweden

ATTRACTIVE

Life is short. So, why don’t you spoil
yourself with a really handsome
quality knife?

US distributors:
www.blueridgeknives.com

www.motengna.com
www.jboutman.com

KNIVES

A book about knives, by
Fällkniven owner/founder
Peter Hjortberger.

TK3mopc

F1L3Gbm

SK2L

On a linerlock or framelock is the lock up 
tight? Does the lock engage too late or 
too early? The spring appears to engage 
the tang just about right (left) on George 
Brackett’s linerlock. (SharpByCoop image)

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
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things can go wrong, including long  
times before delivery, and makers 
shun lengthy dialogue over what 

ht be a healthy monetary investment 
your part. Moreover, the fi nished 
e may not meet your expectations.
uch orders may be best for makers 

y in their careers, though you run the 
of them abandoning the craft  if their 
ness heads south. Veteran makers 

wind up making a custom order 
doesn’t represent their style, so the 

e may not increase in value. In fact, if 
sell the knife in such an instance, the 
er may be disappointed that a knife 
s/hers is on the market that doesn’t 
esent his/her vision of  knives.

Contact the maker before a show at 
ch he/she will be exhibiting, place the 
r far enough ahead of time for him/
o be able to make the knife, and pick 
at the show.

POSITS ------------------------
One purveyor said you should never 

an upfront deposit on a custom 
r—no exceptions. Watch out for 
ers who claim to need the deposit to 
materials, etc. You are not a fi nance 
pany. Besides, as one purveyor said, 
unfortunately very human that it’s 
to get work done that is already 

for.”

RRANTIES ------------------------
Ask for a written guarantee

rding what the maker will and will 
cover in terms of damage caused 
se/abuse, flaws in workmanship or 

erials (excluding natural materials 
chip and crack), etc. And the 

ranty should last for the remainder 
he maker’s career.
•While full-price buy back should 
ot be required in case of customer 
issatisfaction, a remake if a blade 

breaks or fails under normal use 
should be expected. Free sharpening 
is nice but not a necessity under a 
warranty.

WHAT to LOOK for 
in a PURVEYOR  -------------------

•A good one will know your pet 
peeves concerning knives; will 
alert you when he/she has a knife 
in which you might be interested;  
point out any issues before a sale; 

be able to accurately describe 

the knife in question—dimensions, 
materials, action, lockup, etc.; and be 
able to answer general questions about 
the maker and the maker’s experience.

•Choose one who off ers the types and 
kinds of knives that you collect, who is 
knowledgeable of the makers’ primary 
and secondary markets and the custom 
knife marketplace in general, and one 
who has a process for helping you sell 
your knives on a commission basis.

•Good purveyors should show fi nesse 
in showcasing the knife and closing the 
deal. In fact, how they close and what 
kind of deal they are willing to off er are 
hallmarks of top purveyors.

•Look for one who will be up front 
about the commission he/she will take.

•A good one will be able to place you 
in contact with other knife professionals 
in his/her network, provide references 
for makers they’re friendly with and/or 
international makers, etc.

•Knowledgeable purveyors will 
provide leads on available or hard-to-
fi nd knives, information on the latest hot 
knife topics, etc. Be prepared to extend a 
commission for such courtesies.

•Don’t expect purveyors to be less 
expensive than buying directly from 
the maker. Th ey provide a service and 
should be compensated for it. However, 
they should work with makers for 
volume discounts so their prices aren’t 
too much above maker-direct pricing. 
(At least one purveyor charges the 
same prices for the makers’ knives he 
sells as the makers do, so look for such 
purveyors, too.)

•If a problem develops with the knife 
over time, a good purveyor can negotiate 
a repair with the maker for the customer.

•For knives with historical signifi cance, 
such as one by BLADE Magazine Cutlery 
Hall-Of-Fame® members Bill Moran, 
Bob Loveless, etc., a good purveyor will 
provide a written history or some other 
form of authenticity for assurance.

For the contact information for the knives 
in the story, see “Where To Get ’Em” on 
page 71.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends 
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
popular Instagram page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.
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If you pay a high price for 
a knife, see if the maker 
has been in business for 
a number of years, has a 
strong following and that the 
knife is something special. 
Such a knife should be made 
of materials of a higher quality/
more in demand than a less 
expensive model. An art dagger 
by Dennis Friedly with engrav-
ing by Gil Rudolph would appear 
to qualify on most all of these 
counts. (SharpByCoop image)

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
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SHOW CALENDAR BY BLADE® STAFF

Note: Events with an asterisk (*) have knives and knife accessories as the main/sole focus. Events with two asterisks (**) are knifemaking 
seminars or symposiums, cutting competitions, auctions or other knife-related events.

AUGUST  ------------------------------
AUG. 1-2 SYDNEY, NSW, AUSRALIA 
Sydney Knife Show, Rosehill Gardens, 
knifeartassociation.com.*

AUG. 1-2 CROSSVILLE, TN Th e 
10th Annual Cumberland County Gun 
Show w/Confi scated Weapons Auction, 
Community Complex. Contact Donnie.
moody@hotmail.com or 931-484-6431 
gkshow.org.

AUG. 7-9 ATLANTA, GA Th e 39th Th e 
39th Annual BLADE Show, Cobb Galleria 
Centre, I-285 & US 41, one exit off  I-75 
across from the Cumberland Mall, adjacent 
to the Renaissance Waverly Hotel. World’s 
largest show of handmade, factory and 
antique knives. A combined total of nearly 
1,000 exhibitor tables and booths. Join the 
world’s greatest national and international 
knifemakers, cutlery manufacturers, 
collectors, collections and knife lovers. 
Site of the BLADE Magazine 2020 Knife 
Of-Th e-Year® Awards for factory knives, 
the BLADE Magazine Cutlery Hall-Of-
Fame© inductions and much more. Host to 
BLADE University, the annual ABS meeting 
and more. Seminars include the BLADE 
Show World Championship Cutting 
Competitions, how to use, how to make, 
youth clubs, etc. Contact BLADE®, c/o 
Alicia Newton blade@bladeshow.com.* **

AUG. 14-15 BOISE, ID Th e 7th Annual 
Idaho Knife Association Traditional and 
Tactical Knife Show. Contact idahoknife@
gmail.com and/or visit ika.idahoknife.com.* 

CANCELED! AUG. 14-15 
LEXINGTON, KY Central Kentucky 
Knife Club 2020 Knife Show, Clarion Hotel 
Convention Center. Contact Kathy Litton 
502-863-1840 litton711@aol.com.*

AUG. 18-20 DENVER, CO Professional 
Knifemakers Association’s Denver Custom 
Knife Show, Crowne Plaza Denver. Visit 
https://www.expohour.com/denver-custom-
knife-show.

AUG. 22-23 BELLEVILLE, IL Gun & 
Knife Show, Belle-Clair Fairgrounds & Expo 
Center. Call 618-495-2572 or visit https://
bcfairgrounds.net/event/gun-knife-show-4/.

AUG. 28-30 INDIANAPOLIS, IN Indy 
1500 Gun & Knife Show, Indiana State 
Fairgrounds. Call 405-340-1333 and/or visit 
igunshows.com.

AUG. 29 SAN FRANCISCO Damasteel 
Chef Invitational San Francisco 2020, 
San Francisco Cooking School. For more 
information call +46 293 306 00, e-mail 
dci@damasteel.com, or visit damasteel.se/
damasteel-chef-invitational/, Instagram: 
@damasteelab, Hashtags: #DCI2020, 
Facebook: Damasteel Chef Invitational.*

SEPTEMBER  ----------------
CANCELED! SEPT. 3-5 LAS VEGAS, 
NV Th e 12th Annual Gathering of the 
Usual Suspect Network, Traders’ Cove, 
Planet Hollywood. For more information 
contact Th e USN Gathering, Inc., Dept. 
BL7, 14216 SW 136th St., Miami, FL 33186 
305-255-9176 ext. 215 thegathering@
usngathering.com, usngathering.com.*

SEPT. 5-6 MASSILLON, OH Th e 
2020 Dale Warther Memorial Knife Expo, 
Knights of Columbus. Contact Darlene 
Musgrave 330-745-4242 darlene5674@att.
net.*

SEPT. 9 OZARK, MO Central States 
Hammer-In & Knife Show. Call 417-335-
0123 or visit mulkeyknives.com.* **

SEPT. 18-20 MISSOULA, MT Montana 
Knifemakers Association Show, Grizzly 
Harley-Davidson. Contact Rick Wheeler 
rmw_artknives@yahoo.com.*

OCTOBER  -------------------------
CANCELED! OCT. 2-4 PORTLAND, 
OR Th e 3rd Annual BLADE Show West, 
Oregon Convention Center. Th e latest 
in custom and factory knives, awards for 
same, 2nd Annual Chef ’s Knife Cutting 
Championships, demos, seminars and more. 
For more information visit bladeshowwest.
com and/or contact bladeshow.com.* **

OCT. 24-25 GARDEN GROVE, CA 
California Custom Knife Show, Embassy 
Suites-Anaheim South. Contact info@
californiacustomknifeshow.com 888-473-
2661 californiacustomknifeshow.com.*

NOVEMBER  -------------------
NOV. 14-15 TULSA, OK Wanenmacher’s 
Tulsa Arms Show, Tulsa Fairgrounds. 
Contact mail@tulsaarmsshow.com, 918-
492-0401 mail@tulsaarmsshow.com, 
tulsaarmsshow.com.

NOV. 20-21 JERSEY CITY, NJ New York 
Custom Knife Show, Th e Westin Jersey City 

Newport, Newport Ballroom. For more 
information visit fi ft yfi ft yproductions.net.*

DECEMBER  --------------------
DEC. 12 EUGENE, OR Oregon Knife 
Collectors Association December Holiday 
Mini Winter Show. For more information 
visit https://www.oregonknifeclub.org/
shows.html

------ 2021 -------

JANUARY  --------------------------
JAN. 19-22 LAS VEGAS, NV Th e Shooting, 
Hunting, Outdoor, Trade (SHOT) Show 
is for the trade only and will be at the 
Sands Expo and Convention Center with 
expansion into the new Caesars Forum. 
For more information visit https://www.
lasvegashowto.com/shot-show-las-vegas.

JAN. 22-24 LAS VEGAS, NV Tactical Knife 
Invitational and Las Vegas Custom Knife 
Show. For more information visit https://
r1promotions.com/.*

JAN. 29-31 LAKELAND, FL Th e 43rd 
Annual Gator Cutlery Club Show, RP 
Funding Center (formerly the Lakeland 
Center). Contact Dan Piergallini 813-
754-3908 or 813-967-1471, or visit 
gatorcutlery.com. *

JAN. 30-31 ST. LOUIS, MO Gateway 
Area Knife Club Cutlery Fair, Sheet Metal 
Workers Hall. Contact Steve Markus 314-
795-4262 smarkus@gakc.org, gakc.org, 
Facebook: gakc.st.louis.*

MARCH  --------------------------------
MARCH 5-6 TROY, OH Spirit of the 
Blade Custom Knife Show, Miami  County 
Fairgrounds, Duke-Lundgard Building. 
Contact Misty and Joel Worley 937-
638-9518 maplewoodforge@gmail.com 
facebook.com/sotbcustomknifeshow/.

APRIL  ------------------------------------
APRIL 2-3 FORT WORTH, TX 
International Custom Cutlery Exposition 
2021 (ICCE), Stockyard Station, Stampede 
Room, Hyatt Place Hotel. Contact ICCE, 
Dept. BL8, POB 1461, Addison, TX 
75001 972-839-1609 info@icceshow.com, 
icceshow.com.*
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APRIL 8-11 MCCALLA, AL Th e 32nd 
Batson Bladesmithing Symposium & Knife 
Show, Tannehill Iron Works. Contact James 
Batson james.l.batson@gmail.com.* **

APRIL 10-11 TULSA, OK 
Wanenmacher’s Tulsa Arms Show, 
Tulsa Fairgrounds. Contact mail@
tulsaarmsshow.com, 918-492-0401 mail@
tulsaarmsshow.com, tulsaarmsshow.
com, gunshowtrader.com/gun-shows/
wanenmachers-tulsa-arms-show/.

MAY  -------------------------------------------
MAY 28-30 NASHVILLE, TN Tactical 
Knife Invitational and Nashville Custom 
Knife Show. For more information visit 
https://r1promotions.com/.*

JUNE 4-6 ATLANTA, GA Th e 40th 
Annual BLADE Show, Cobb Galleria 
Centre, I-285 & US 41, one exit off  
I-75 across from the Cumberland Mall, 
adjacent to the Renaissance Waverly 
Hotel. World’s largest show of handmade, 
factory and antique knives. A combined 
total of nearly 1,000 exhibitor tables and 
booths. Join the world’s greatest national 
and international knifemakers, cutlery 
manufacturers, collectors, collections and 
knife lovers. Site of the BLADE Magazine 
2021 Knife Of-Th e-Year® Awards for 
factory knives, the BLADE Magazine 
Cutlery Hall-Of-Fame© inductions and 
much more. Host to BLADE University, 
the annual ABS meeting and more. 
Seminars include the BLADE Show World 
Championship Cutting Competitions, 
how to use, how to make, youth clubs, 
etc. Contact BLADE®, c/o Alicia Newton 
blade@bladeshow.com.* **

Editor’s note: Due to possible last-minute 
cancellations, if you plan to attend any of 
the shows listed, please contact them for 
more information.

To ensure timely publication of your knife 
show in the “Show Calendar,” BLADE® 
requests that you email all pertinent 
information concerning your show in 
written form—dates, locations, etc.—at 
least three months before the show takes 
place to BLADE c/o Lori McDaniel 
at lori@gundigest.com and/or Steve 
Shackleford at steve@blademag.com. 
BLADE depends on the shows themselves 
for prompt and accurate information.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends 
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s 
popular Instagram  page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.
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The Casstrom No. 11 Field Saw excels at sawing 
the bones from the chest cavity or pelvic region 
of game animals. It conveniently cuts on both the 
push and pull strokes, thus doubling its efficiency.

[54 ] BL A DE

SPEAKING 
POWER
TO
TOOTH
TOP COMPACT SAWS ARE TRUSTY 
COMPANIONS IN THE FIELD OR CAMP

>> IMAGES BY MART Y STANFIELD, MART Y STANFIELD PHOTOGRAPHY

COMPACT SAWS BY DEXTER EWING BLADE® FIELD EDITOR
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Compact saws are handy to have for 
hunting and camping trips, or store 
in your garage or truck toolbox. 

Th ey’re generally big enough to get the 
job done but small enough to carry easily 
in a back pocket or a belt sheath. I’d rank 
saws as important as having a knife or 
knives on your hunting/camping trips. 
Moreover, some saws are designed to cut 
quickly and safely through larger bones 
when fi eld dressing, primarily the chest 
cavity and pelvic region.

The Casstrom No. 11 Field Saw from 
CAS Iberia is a non-folding model 
that features a 4.25-inch double-cut 
blade. The offset, push-dagger-style 
handle is ergonomically shaped and 
machined from durable orange G-10. 
G-10 is impervious to most f luids and 
resistant to impact, freezing cold and 
blazing heat. 

A safety hook at the end of the blade 
helps avoid accidentally puncturing the 
animal’s internal organs when working 
inside the chest cavity or pelvic area. If 
the blade breaks or the saw teeth dull, 
CAS Iberia off ers a replacement blade. 
Using an Allen wrench, remove the G-10 
scales, place them on the tang of the new 
blade, torque them down and you’re
good to go!

Th e saw is very well made and the 
machining of the G-10 handle is excellent. 
Contours and radiuses in the grip make 
the handle very comfortable to hold. Th e 
ballistic nylon sheath features a sewn-in 
plastic liner that not only gives rigidity, 
it also protects the nylon from damage 
caused by repeatedly sliding the blade in 
and out. Th e fl ap features a button snap 
to secure the sheath closed. 

Th e No. 11 excels in use in several 
areas. Th e handle has bulk and width 
that fi lled my medium-size hand, so 
I felt I could control the saw better. I 
especially like the thumb rest, which 
easily  accommodated my thumb. Th e 
hourglass-shaped area at the tang that 
cradles the index and middle fi ngers 
provided more control.

Th e blade off ered plenty of cutting 
power and reach. Th e saw went through 
rib bones as if they were nothing. I even 
tried it out on larger-diameter pork 
bones. Th is is where the longer blade 
shines: I was able to take longer cutting 
strokes, and the sawteeth never bound 
up. Th e No. 11 cuts on both the push 
and pull strokes, making it much more 

Some of today’s leading compact saws, clockwise from left: Gerber Vital Pack Saw, 
Casstrom No. 11 Field Saw, SOG Folding Saw and Smith’s Folding Limb Saw. The two fixed-
blade saws are for bone, and the two folding models are for wood.

The oversized orange lock release on the 
SOG Folding Saw secures the blade in both 
the closed and open positions without any 
play. A firm press to the lock release frees 
the blade. The user’s hand normally is far 
enough back on the handle to prevent 
accidental lock release during use.
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eff ective than a pull-stroke-cut-only 
design. MSRP: $65.

LARGE-BONE BEASTY  -----------------
Gerber’s Vital Pack Saw enables you to 
field dress game expediently by sawing 
through an animal’s larger bones. 
The 3.6-inch double-cut blade is long-
lasting SK5 carbon steel. The tip  is 
blunt to prevent puncturing internal 
organs and meat while working inside 
the animal.

Th e asymmetrical, ergonomic handle 
provides a secure grip. It has dual-layer/
overmold construction with hard plastic 
for rigidity, and the overmold of Kraton 
rubber provides a good grip in any 
weather condition. Th e hard plastic’s 
neon-orange color makes the tool easier 
to spot if dropped or misplaced.

At 6.75 inches overall, the Vital Pack 
is large enough to accomplish signifi cant 
work. It’s also easy to carry in the 
ballistic nylon belt sheath, and secures 
via a button-snap fl ap. 

I tested the Vital Pack on smaller 
rib bones because its 3.6-inch blade is 
compact—great for smaller bones and 
getting into tight areas. Th e saw cut well 
but had a tendency to bind at times. Even 
so, when I was able to get it going, it 
sawed cleanly through bone. Th e pattern 
of teeth allows the saw to cut on the pull 
stroke—similar to most pruning saws. 

Gerber could make the Vital Pack 
more effi  cient by using a set of teeth 
that allows for cutting on both the 
push and pull strokes. Also, there isn’t 
enough bulk and width to the handle. It 
didn’t feel as hand fi lling as the No. 11’s 
grip, though the soft  overmold is very 
comfortable. I would retain the handle 
design but make it wider, even just an 
eighth of an inch. Country of origin: 
China. MSRP: $22. 

FEATURE CREATURE  -------------------
Th e Folding Limb Saw from Smith’s 
off ers excellent value, packing features 
you’d normally fi nd in more expensive 
models. It also has some features I’ve 
never seen on a saw before.

While most folding saws of the size are 
lightweight, the Smith’s has some heft  to 
it. Th e yellow plastic handle encases two 
nested steel liners. A linerlock secures 
the blade in the open position. I’d never 
seen a linerlock folding saw before! 
When open, the lock is quite secure and 

Because of its shorter 3.6-inch blade 
length, the Gerber Vital Pack Saw works 
better on smaller-diameter bones.

The Smith’s Folding Limb Saw does well on 
green wood but was slow to cut dried wood. 
The blade saws on the pull stroke only. 

COMPACT SAWS
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exhibits no up-and-down play. Th ere 
is a bit of side-to-side play, though not 
enough to be a negative. 

Th e shapely handle has a comfortable 
grip thanks in part to the textured rubber 
inlays. Two small tools—a diamond-
coated saw-tooth sharpener and a ferro 
rod—tuck in the rear. Th e ferro rod’s 
handle includes a built-in safety whistle. 
Th e 8-inch blade sports the double-cut-
tooth pattern commonly found in saws 
of the type. 

Th e Smith’s performs well and is very 
effi  cient for cutting green wood. It’s not 
as aggressive with dry wood, which takes 
a bit longer to process. 

Th e handle’s rectangular profi le and 
lack of traction grooves on the spine 
didn’t make the saw feel very secure in 
my hand. If the cross-section profi le 
had a more rounded shape, it would fi ll 
my hand better. Checkering or traction 
notches at strategic grip locations would 
enhance purchase.

Th e pull-out accessories are neat but 
there’s a risk of losing them because 
they didn’t feel secure in the mounting 
slots. Th e ferro rod can be useful, but the 
sharpener—well, I don’t know if it’s even 
necessary. I’ve owned quite a few pruning 
saws in the past that feature a similar 
sawtooth pattern, and I’ve never had one 
get dull enough to warrant sharpening. 
Sharpening saw blades such as these is very

Dept #H0920

© 2020 A.G. Russell Knives

agrussell.com
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A Screwdriver.
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The Casstrom No. 11 Field Saw is 
primarily designed as a bone saw. In a 
pinch it can cut smaller limbs, though 
the teeth tend to load up with wood.

The SOG Folding Saw’s large teeth 
cut on both the push and pull strokes, 
and the blade went through the limb 
with little effort. The SOG was the 
author’s favorite of the test group.

COMPACT SAWS
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tedious. And if you don’t do it correctly, 
you might make the blade even worse. I 
don’t recommend attempting to sharpen 
it. You’re better off  buying a new one. Th e 
Smith’s Folding Limb Saw does not have 
a belt sheath. Country of origin: Taiwan. 
MSRP: $19.95.

ALL the ELEMENTS  ----------------------
Th e Folding Camp Saw from SOG 

Specialty Knives & Tools has many 
useful features. Th e 8.25-inch blade 
of carbon steel makes quick work 
of fairly sizable tree limbs. Th e steel 
frame provides a solid backbone,
while the textured, contoured plastic 
supplies a comfortable, slip-resistant 
grip. An extra-large lanyard hole can 
accommodate a paracord lanyard. For 
safety, the blade locks in both the closed 

and open positions.
Th e Folding Camp costs very little 

and performs at a high level. Th e blade’s 
tooth pattern cuts effi  ciently on both 
push and pull strokes, doubling its 
effi  ciency and reducing fatigue during 
extended use. Th e molded handle has 
various surface treatment features 
that are aesthetically pleasing and also 
promote a nonslip grip. Th e rounded 
cross-section fi lled my hand well. Th e 
lock release is easy to access. With a fi rm 
press, it disengages and the blade can 
rotate closed. Th ere were no issues with 
the blade releasing unintentionally.

Th ere really isn’t anything I dislike 
about the SOG. It has all the elements 
I fi nd attractive in a folding saw. Th e 
blade is replaceable, with the old 
blade detaching from the handle by 
unscrewing the large thumb screw at 
the pivot. Slide a new blade into place, 
screw in the pivot thumb screw and 
you’re ready to go. Replacement blades 
are available through SOG (https://
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The Gerber Vital Pack Saw carries easily in 
a ballistic nylon belt sheath, and secures 
via a button-snap flap. All in all, it makes 
for a snazzy package.

 COMPACT SAWS 
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sogknives.com/wood-saw-replacement-
blade/ or 425-771-6230), each at an 
MSRP of $10.95 (plus shipping).

Th e sheath is reasonably well made 
for the price. Two layers of stiff  plastic 
provide a backbone and also serve as a 
pocket to safely carry a spare saw blade. 
Country of origin: China. MSRP: $21.95. 

POINT to PONDER  -----------------------
Compact saws for fi eld dressing and/or 
wood cutting are almost indispensable 
when you’re on a hunting excursion. 
Th ey can make the trip more enjoyable 
and are oft en handy problem solvers. 

One thing to keep in mind: compact 
saws with replaceable blades off er the 
most value over the long run, because 
you can buy a replacement at a fraction 
of the cost it takes to purchase a new saw. 

For the contact information for the saws 
in the story, see “Where To Get ’Em” on 
page 71.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends 
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
popular Instagram page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.

CCLASS

Slip Joint Folders
Intro to Bladesmithing
Hammer-In
Brut de Forge
Damascus Steel
Handles & Guards

DATE

August 3 – August 7
September 28 – October 9
October 10 – October 11
October 12 – October 16
November 2 – November 6
November 9 – November 13

AMERICAN BLADESMITH SOCIETY
Moran School of Bladesmithing

Texarkana College
2500 N. Robison Road

Texarkana, Texas

For class or registration information, call 903-823-3270
or email continuing.ed@texarkanacollege.edu.

The Smith’s Folding Limb Saw has some-
thing the author stated he’s never seen 
on a folding saw—a linerlock. However, he 
indicated there’s no detent holding the 
blade closed, so it’ll fall open if you shake 
the saw hard.

The Smith’s Folding Limb Saw comes 
with two pull-out tools that slide 
into the handle: a fire starter with 
an integrated safety whistle, and a 
diamond-coated steel sharpening rod 
for touching up the sawteeth.

COMPACT SAWS



[60 ]     BL A DE  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0

TODAY’S GENT OR LADY HAS A PLETHORA OF STYLISH 
FOLDERS FROM WHICH TO CHOOSE

Spyderco and Abel Reels 
MODEL: Native 5 Abel Reels Exclusive

BLADE LENGTH: 2.95”

BLADE STEEL: LC200N stainless

HANDLE MATERIAL: Aluminum w/game-fish designs

LOCK STYLE: Back lock

CLOSED LENGTH: 4”

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: USA

MSRP: $495

A collaboration between Spyderco and 
Abel Reels, the Spyderco Native 5 in an 
aluminum handle anodized with a selec-
tion of game-fish patterns is available 
from Abel Reels only. This is the Rainbow 
Trout iteration.

>> IMAGES COURTESY OF THE PARTICIPATING KNIFE COMPANIES

GENT’S ’N LADY’S BY DANIEL JACKSON
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Knives are defined by how well
they cut and also by their use. You
know exactly what a fillet knife

does or what a skinning blade tackles.
However, the definition of a “gent’s” or
“lady’s” knife? That’s a bit more difficult.

When it comes to what defines a
gent’s knife, for that matter, Spyderco’s
Joyce Laituri says the definition runs the
gamut.

“Some enthusiasts think of them as
‘those traditional penknives,’” Joyce
began. “Some figure they’re the ‘Sunday
knife’ that rounds out the nice slacks,
cufflinks and tie. Others see that knife
as the ‘grail’ knife—the one that cost a
pretty penny and some effort, the one
that comes out on special occasions and
is put away only after a careful wipe
down. If it’s a small, capable folder,
traditional slip joint or an expensive
collector piece, all are in demand in [the
Spyderco] lineup right now.”

Gent’s knives long have held the
interest of blade enthusiasts, thanks
to the craftsmanship, elegance and
rare materials that go into them—for
example, the collaboration between
Spyderco and Abel Reels to produce
the Spyderco Native 5 boasting an
aluminum handle anodized with game-
fish patterns.

As Abel Reels’ Executive Vice
President Jeff Patterson tells it,
the collaboration between the

Colorado-based companies began
after the f ly-fishing-reel outfit he
represents dropped off a couple of
its hand-anodized reels at Spyderco
headquarters to demonstrate just what
it could create.

“We utilize a dye process that
penetrates the surface of the aluminum,
along with a paintbrush to apply
anodized dye to some of the finer details
of a knife’s scales, but we aren’t actually
using any paint,” Jeff explained. “Each
knife takes between six and eight hours
of handwork to accomplish the unique
graphics we offer on our products.”

The companies wanted a knife as
functional as it was ornate. “A knife with
the Abel name is going to get wet!” Jeff
pointed out.

The Native 5 is a Spyderco staple. The
LC200N steel in the collaboration knife
resists corrosion, and the aluminum
handle was designed with input from
Abel Reels.

Jeff explained that the knives with
the popular game-fish designs have had
trouble staying on the shelves ever since
they were introduced about 18 months
ago. “These knives were designed to be at
home on the water,” he noted, “yet look
as if they were landed from a wild stream
or a Florida saltwater flat.”

MINIMAL ELEGANCE
Designed by Richard Rogers, CRKT’s
Inara represents one of the more
minimalist knife designs anywhere.

“Inara means ‘enlightenment’ or
‘illuminating,’” Richard said. “And you
need plenty of that to reduce a knife

down to its most essential elements, to
focus on what really matters. This knife
is easily carried in a purse or pocket.
The grooves flow from butt to tip in one
smooth, graceful arc. When closed, the
grooves can also double as a nail-nick
that helps open the blade.”

Originally known for his outstanding
slip joints, Richard has in recent years
evolved into making knives with a more
contemporary look and feel. The Inara is
representative of that evolution.

“I wanted to play with a smooth curve
on top with a sleek, flat line below,” he
explained. “I wanted a small knife that
flowed, was lightweight and meshed
with my aesthetic—simple elegance.”

He based the knife’s name on the
character from the sci-fi television
show Firefly. According to Rogers, an

CRKT 
MODEL: Inara

BLADE LENGTH: 2.78”

BLADE STEEL: 8Cr14MoV stainles

HANDLE MATERIAL: G-10

LOCK STYLE: Framelock

CLOSED LENGTH: 3.84”

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: China

MSRP: $65

Bear & Son 
Cutlery 
MODEL: Bear Edge Minimal Frame Lock 

Muddy Girl

BLADE LENGTH: 2.5”

BLADE STEEL: 440 stainless

HANDLE MATERIAL: Aluminum w/Muddy 

Girl camo

LOCK STYLE: Framelock

CLOSED LENGTH: 3.25”

KNIFE TO KNOW: Fold-out carabiner in 

the butt promotes ease of carry

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Offshore

MSRP: $28.24

According to Bear & Son spokesperson Jacob Eaton, because of its small 2.5-inch blade, the Bear & Son Minimal Frame Lock Muddy Girl 
might appeal to women who carry knives.

s

The grooves flow from blade tip to handle butt in one smooth, grace-
ful arc on the CRKT Inara. When closed, the blade grooves can also 
double as a nail-nick to open the blade.
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increasing number of knife enthusiasts 
are seeking features that oft en go 
into gent’s knives—knives that have a 
“refi ned design” and are thin and sleek. 
Th ey also need to be well made. 

“People seem to want something that’s 
a little easier to carry and doesn’t call 
too much attention to itself,” he added. 
“[Such knives are] usable while being 
nonthreatening.” At the same time, the 
knives should be able to handle most 
everyday-carry tasks. 

MUDDY LADY’S KNIFE?  -------------
Bear & Son Cutlery spokesperson Jacob 
Eaton pointed out that many gent’s and 
lady’s knives are geared more toward the 
preferences of older knife enthusiasts. 
“Th ese knives are not really to a ‘young’ 
person’s taste, but eventually they’ll 
come around to carrying one—much 
like 1095 carbon steel!” he laughed. 

Designed toward the formal and offi  ce 
settings, gent’s knives tend to be small-
sized knives that are the go-to for cutting 
tasks like zipping open packages, letters 
and so forth. “It’s almost an accessory 
item, like a watch, necklace or cuffl  inks,” 
Jacob said.

While some might fi nd neckties and 
collars, heels and general offi  ce attire 
stifl ing, a knife can provide a streak of 
individuality. Th e Bear Edge Minimal 
Frame Lock Muddy Girl might be just 
the ticket for that. 

“A lot of customers asked for a non-
traditional camo fi nish,” Jacob said. “Th e 

Abel Reels uses a dye process that penetrates the surface of the aluminum handle mate-
rial, along with a brush to apply the anodized dye by hand for some of the finer details. No 
paint is used. This is the Spyderco Native 5 Bonefish.

According to Goldie Russell, in the 1980s 
Bob Loveless designed what he thought 
was the perfect gentleman’s folder for 
A.G. Russell Knives, what today is known 
as the A.G. Russell/Loveless Design 
Gent’s Lockback.The carabiner clip built into the handle 

butt of the Bear & Son Minimal Frame Lock 
Muddy Girl makes the knife ideal for at-
taching to a lady’s handbag.

 GENT’S ’N LADY’S
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Muddy Girl pattern fits perfectly with
the color combinations.

“While Bear & Son has a variety of 
U.S.-made knives that off er a lot of 
options for enthusiasts who’re shopping 
for gent’s knives, the Minimal Frame 
Lock Muddy Girl has several features 
that make it a compelling knife for a wide 
number of users,” Jacob noted. “Because 
of its 2.5-inch blade, the Muddy Girl’s 
small size might appeal to women who 
choose to carry knives. With a carabiner, 
it’s also popular among backpackers as 
an ultra-light tool on the trail. And costs 
are kept low because it’s imported. Who 
says one of the requirements of a lady or 
gent is deep pockets?”

Jacob concluded with a bold
statement. “With its black aluminum 
frame contrasting with the Muddy Girl 
pattern,” he observed, “this framelock is 
probably the only one of its kind*.”

COOL KNIFE, COOL STORY  --------
So, a gent’s knife has elegance. Check. 
And some eye-catching materials.
Check. But what about some history and 
a story behind the design?

Bob Loveless partnered with A.G. 
Russell Knives in the 1980s on what 
would become the A.G. Russell/Loveless 
Design Gent’s Lockback, according to 
Goldie Russell of A.G. Russell Knives, 
wife of A.G. Russell. (Along with Loveless 
and A.G., the latter whom passed away in 
2018, Goldie is a member of the BLADE 
Magazine Cutlery Hall Of Fame®.)

Loveless designed the knife in
collaboration with A.G., but the plans sat 
until 2010, when the project was revived 
shortly before Loveless died. 

“Bob Loveless is known for his drop-

HAWKINS KNIFE MAKING SUPPLIES
110 BUCKEYE RD., FAYETTEVILLE, GA 30214

Contact us for your 
Knifemaking Supplies and Equipment!

www.HawkinsKnifeMakin Supplies.com
Send $2.00 for Complete Listing • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

PHONE 770-964-1023

NEW 80TH ANNIVERSARY CATALOG – PRICE $2.00

4857 South Orange Blossom Trail

Orlando, Florida 32839
407-855-8075

INTL. MAILING – CATALOG US $6.00 http://www.randallknives.com

 

 

TABLES 

AVAILABLE 

November 14 & 15

WANT A RAZOR EDGE?

KNIVES PLUS STROP BLOCK
800-687-6202 OR WWW.KNIVESPLUS.COM

We are a stocking dealer of most major knife brands since 1987.

• No experience needed
• Just pull backwards
• Handmade right here
at Knives Plus

• Quick & fast
• Maintenance free
• Tells you when you’re
finished

A.G. Russell 
Knives
MODEL: A.G. Russell/Loveless Design 

Gent’s Lockback

BLADE LENGTH: 3”

BLADE STEEL: VG-10 stainless

HANDLE MATERIAL: White or black-lip 

mother-of-pearl (sold out) or Chinese 

quince 

CLOSED LENGTH: 3.5”

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Japan

MSRP: $225

 GENT’S ’N LADY’S
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point hunter,” Goldie explained. “The
fact that he [at A.G.’s request] designed 
what he thought was the perfect 
gentleman’s folder should be of great 
interest to his followers. And, the fact 
that A.G. found the drawing aft er many 
years and brought it to life is of great 
signifi cance to the industry as a whole.”

According to A.G., a gent’s folder 
needed to be elegant, but also
nonthreatening and easy to carry—
hence the rule of thumb that the blade 
should be under 3 inches long. 

Th e design was tweaked. In accordance 
with A.G.’s design sensibilities, gone was a 
bullet shield, and a striker pin was added. 

“A.G. was a prolifi c knife designer 
in his own right,” Goldie recalled. “He 
brought this gentleman’s folder to life 
and got its one-of-a-kind design into the 
hands of our customers—who not only 
know about Bob Loveless’s history, but 

p between these two
ndustry. Theirs was a
ed back to the 1960s.”
ased manufacturer,
he knives. Introduced
nife with a cool story.
75 Chinese quince
k-lip pearl and 125
hese knives have been

in and out of the vault over the last eight
years,” Goldie revealed. “The black-lip
version is completely sold out, and the
mother-of-pearl version will soon be
gone as well. Once they’re gone, they’re
gone forever.”

*Editor’s note: A number of other knives,
though not necessarily framelocks—
including some sporting the Utica/
Kutmaster and Buck brands and no
doubt more—feature Muddy Girl camo.

For the contact information for the knives
in the story, see “Where To Get ’Em” on
page 71.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
popular Instagram page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.

FREE KNIFE CATALOG
A complete catalog of knives, including

Damascus, collectors knives, tactical and
work knives, and much more!

To request a free catalog of
knives, visit our website at
www.bokerusa.com or call

1-800-835-6433

NC Tool Co. Inc.
6133 Hunt Road
Pleasant Garden, NC 27313
336/674-5654 • 800/446-6498
Web site: www.nctoolco.com

Call for Free Catalog
800-446-6498

- 2 Burner
- Firebox

4” x 4 ½” x 
13 ½”

- Door with 
2” x 3” port on 
one end
- Solid door 

on one end

NC
Knifemaker 21
- 3 Burner
- Firebox 

4” x 4 ½” 
x 21”

- Solid Door
- Cast iron 

port on 
one end

NC Knifemaker

Both forges offer:
- Safe valve train design delivering 

fuel to heat chamber
- High temperature cast iron burners
- Two inch insulation for long liner life

also the friendship
icons of the knife i
friendship that date

The Japanese-b
Moki, made 600 of t
in 2012, it’s a cool k

“Limited to 27
[wood], 200 black
mother-of-pearl, th

Inara means enlightenment or 
illuminating and was inspired by 
the character of the same name 
from the sci-fi TV show Firefly, 
Richard Rogers said of his de-
sign for CRKT. The knife carries 
easily in a purse or pocket.

The Native 5 is a Spyderco 
staple. The LC200N steel 
resists corrosion, and the 
aluminum handle was de-
signed with input from Abel 
Reels. This is the Brown 
Trout version.

GENT’S ’N LADY’S
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BOB LOVELESS
Largest Selection In The World Of Vintage Knives by

John Denton • 706.781.8479 (24-7)

TRUSTED
SERVICE
FOR 35 YEARS!

Buy-Sell-Trade
$ Paying top dollar $

The Only Exclusive Loveless Dealer. Knives From Riverside, Lawndale, & Delaware!

www.BobLove lessKn ives . com

*We are not affiliated with the “R.W. Loveless Knives” logos and products being made after Bob’s death or any late period knives.

TM

*

john@boblovelessknives.com

SCAGEL
Knives, Carving 

Sets, Axes, 
Marbles and 

Loveless Knives
WANTED

Gordon White
P.O. Box 181, Cuthbert, GA 39840

229-732-6982, anytime

ViXXiN®
Neo Tactical

The Integral
Blade Length: 6 5/8”
OAL: 12”
CPM154cm
Heat Treat by
Peters Heat
Treating
Green Canvas
Micarta

For the most
Passionate

Knife A  cionado

Edmund Davidson
3345 Virginia Ave.
Goshen, VA 24439
Ph: 540-997-5651

davidson.edmund@gmail.com

The Ultimate
Hand Tool

MARKETPLACE
For Advertising Information contact: Lori McDaniel, Advertising Sales

lori@gundigest.com  |  715.498.3768

Advertising Deadlines:  issue –  

The Tactical Folding Knife
A Study of the Anatomy and Construction

of the Liner-Locked Folder

Bob Terzuola

New Expanded Version

Terzuola.net

New Expanded Version

Terzuola.net
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A.G. Russell Knives, Inc.
www.agrussell.com
ag@agrussell.com

"Adams Intl Knifeworks - AIK
www.adamsknifeworks.com
adamsknifeworks.com@gmail.com
Automatic & Customized Knife 
Specialists"

Admiral Steel
www.admiralsteel.com
terry@admiralsteel.com 
Widest Range of Stock for Blade 
Needs

Alaska - Northern Knives
www.northernknives.com
A Real Store & Working

nife Shop!

an Edge
icanedgeknives.com

edgeknives.com

very Life”

.com

Buckeye Engraving
www.BuckeyeEngraving.com
Make Your Mark
Manufacturer of Custom Hand
Stamps, Dies and Brands

CRKT
www.crkt.com
info@crkt.com

Culpepper & Co., Inc.
www.knifehandles.com
www.oldschoolknifeworks.com
www.stingrayproducts.com
info@culpepperco.com 

Cutlery Specialties
www.restorationproduct.com
dennis13@aol.com
Renaissance Micro-Crystalline 
Wax/Polish, Dennis Blaine

Bob Dozier Knives
www.dozierknives.com
info@dozierknives.com

Emerson Knives
www.emersonknives.com
info@emersonknives.com 

Hammond
nd Knives

LLC
ndknives.com
dknives.com

Making Supplies
nsknifemaking

.com
bellsouth.net

Bruce Voyles Knife Auctions
www.jbrucevoyles.com
knifeauctions@gmail.com
email us to be put on the auction 
notification list

Jantz Supply
www.knifemaking.com
jantz@jantzusa.com
Quality knifemaking supplies for
over 50 years.

JerzeeDevil
www.jerzeedevil.com
webdevil@jerzeedevil.com
The best damn forum, period

Knife Center
www.knifecenter.com
info@knifecenter.com

KnifeKits.com
www.knifekits.com
We ship Worldwide 

Knives Plus
www.knivesplus.com
knivesplus@knivesplus.com

L.T. Wright Handcrafted Knives
www.ltwrightknives.com
info@ltwrightknives.com

LATAMA Cutlery
www.latama.com
pick@latama.com
Spring Steel-Oil-Newsletter

Lee’s Cutlery
www.leescutlery.com
beeneJL43@earthlink.net

Martin Butler Engraver
martsart81@gmail.com
One-Of-A-Kind Engraver

Mike Murphy
Michigan Custom Knives
www.michigancustomknives.com
mlds@tm.net
Purveyor of Custom Knives

New Graham Knives
www.newgraham.com
mdye@newgraham.com

Off-Grid Knives
offgridknives.com
offgrid@offgridknives.com
Family Owned Business
Over-Engineered & Underpriced 
Hard-Use Knives

Plaza Cutlery
www.plazacutlery.com
dan@plazacutlery.com
Randall, Reeve, Medford & others
Rat Worx, Inc.
www.ratworxusa.com
guns@ratworxusa.com

www.am i
info@ameri

0-393-27
have ""A Knife

izona Custom Knives
w.arizonacustomknives.co

arptalk@arizonacustomknives.com
rgest selection in the world o

new and consigned knives on the
ternet. Let us help you find the
rfect knife.

tknives.co
w.artknives.co

ed@fredeisenleather.co

zier Knives an
kansas Made Dozier, Inc.
w.dozierknives.c

fo@dozierknives.co

adeGallery.com
www.bladegallery.com
www.bladeconnection.co
www.epicedge.com

adeOps, LL
www.bladeops.c

evor@blade

Design
www.jimham

m@jimhammo

wkins Kn
www.ha
suppli
rade

.



RECON 1
www.Recon1.com
sales@Recon1.com
Your number one source for Custom
Knives, Shirogorov Knives, and
WingManEDC Knives.

Red Hill Cutlery
www.redhillcutlery.com
jrbasham@redhillcutlery.com

Santa Fe Stoneworks
www.santafestoneworks.com
knives@RT66.com
Unique one of a kind gemstone
handled cutlery
Smoky Mountain Knife Works
www.smokymountainknifeworks.com
webmaster@smkw.com
Sooner State Knives
www.soonerstateknives.com
ssknives@swbell.net

Stcroixblades.com
info@stcroixblades.com
Large Collection Buyer, & Retailer
Knives, & Japanese Swords
True North Knives
www.truenorthknives.com
info@truenorthknives.com
Uncle Al
www.riversidemachine.net
uncleal@riversidemachine.net 

TO LIST YOUR WEBSITE PLEASE CONTACT: 

LORI MCDANIEL:715-498-3768 • lori@gundigest.com

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
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ORDER YOUR ADVERTISING TODAY!

Lori McDaniel
Advertising Sales
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lori@gundigest.com

Issue Date Ad Deadline
November 2020 August 12, 2020

December 2020 September 02, 2020
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S P EC C HART

MODEL NAME: Hunter Pro Damast  Limited Edition
KNIFE TYPE: Large EDC folder
BLADE LENGTH: 3.8”
BLADE MATERIAL: Damast steel w/a pyramidal pattern
BLADE PATTERN: Drop point
HANDLE MATERIAL: Synthetic w/Victorinox logo
LOCK: Front lock
KNIFE TO KNOW: Features the largest blade 
of all of Victorinox Damast pocketknives; 
finger-grooved handle includes an 
integral single guard; gimping on 
blade spine above ricasso; made 
in a run of 6,000
WEIGHT: 5.9 ozs.
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN:
Switzerland
MSRP: $349
COMPANY: Victorinox Swiss Army, Inc., attn: K. Oakes, 
Dept. BL9, 7 Victoria Dr., Monroe, CT 06468 203-929-
6391 swissarmy.com, Kristin.oakes@swissarmy.com

S P EC C HART

MODEL NAME: Dellatorre
KNIFE TYPE: Folder
BLADE LENGTH: 3.1”
BLADE MATERIAL: Polyhedral tungsten 
carbide
ROCKWELL HARDNESS: 71 HRC
BLADE GRIND: Lapping
BLADE STYLE: Drop point
BLADE THICKNESS: .035”
BLADE FINISH: Mirror-polished DLC coating
HANDLE MATERIAL: Stainless steel
HANDLE THICKNESS: .41”
POCKET CLIP: Titanium PVD black coating; removable/
reversible
ACTION: Slip joint
KNIFE TO KNOW: Tight action requires two hands to open
CLOSED LENGTH: 3.85”
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Italy
MSRP: $299
COMPANY: Sandrin, sandrinknives.com

S P EC  C HART
MODEL NAME: The Lowrider
KNIFE PATTERN: Mezzaluna
BLADE LENGTH: 10.6”
BLADE MATERIAL: Damascus forged from O1 tool and 15N20 
nickel-alloy steels
BLADE GEOMETRY: “S” grind
HANDLE MATERIAL: Ebony w/silver/copper mokume gane rings
KNIFE TO KNOW: “This project was my uncle’s idea, and it 
has been a journey of trying new things, working with new 
materials. As with every blade, I learned new things and 
improved old ones.”—Max Bucci

MAKER’S LIST PRICE FOR A SIMILAR KNIFE:
1,400 euros (or $1,588 at the rate of 
exchange at press time)
MAKER: Max Bucci 370-322-6064 info@

maxbucci.com Instagram: @max_bucci_knives

S P EC  C HART

MODEL NAME: Traveler
KNIFE TYPE: Fixed blade
KNIFE PATTERN: Drop-point hunter
BLADE LENGTH: 3”
BLADE MATERIAL: HHH Predator 
Damascus
HANDLE MATERIAL: Desert ironwood burl w/a 
dash of yellow sapwood in the butt
HARDWARE: 3/16” Corby bolts
KNIFE TO KNOW: Handle includes a single 
finger groove and a hole for a lanyard; 
Jordon Berthelot has been making knives 
for about 2.5 years
OVERALL LENGTH: 7”
MAKER’S LIST PRICE FOR A SIMILAR 
KNIFE: $500
MAKER: Jordon Berthelot 210-413-
6663 jordonberthelot@yahoo.com 
Instagram: @Jbblades7550
(Caleb Royer edited image)
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MODEL NAME: Work Sharp Benchtop Whetstone
SHARPENER TYPE: Angle-guided, dual-grit water stone
ABRASIVE: Aluminum oxide
GRITS: 1,000 to sharpen and restore edges, and 6,000 to 
create a highly refined edge and surface finish
ANGLE GUIDES: 15° and 17° guides are removable and 
magnetic; 20° and 25° guides sold separately
BASE: Made of high-density plastic, provides a stable 
platform and increased water control for less mess and 
faster clean up; includes anti-skid rubber feet
SHARP STUFF: Sharpens most all types of knives and tools w/
fine edges
MSRP: $34.95
COMPANY: Work Sharp/Darex, attn: Kyle M. Crawford, Dept. 
BL9, 210 E. Hersey St., Ashland OR 97520 800-597-6170 ext. 
7528 or 509-362-4950 worksharptools.com

S P EC  C HART

MODEL NAME: Proteus
KNIFE TYPE: Fixed blade
BLADE LENGTH: 5.5”
BLADE MATERIAL: San-mai construction w/white paper 
core, forged to shape
BLADE PATTERN: Clip point
HANDLE MATERIAL: Bronze, tagua nut (vegetable ivory), 
snakewood, stabilized spalted sycamore, coolibah burl, 
stabilized walnut, brown mallee burl, and stabilized bog 
oak—all fastened by a simple copper-wire mosaic pin
SHEATH (not shown): Tooled bovine leather w/pigskin lining; 
righthand carry
OVERALL LENGTH: 10 5/8”
KNIFE TO KNOW: Integral guard
MAKER’S LIST PRICE FOR A SIMILAR  KNIFE: $350-$450, 
depending on materials
MAKER: Alexander Noot 0628757048 lxemergency@
gmail.com, Instagram: @lx_emergency
(Caleb Royer edited image)

S P EC  C HART

MODEL NAME: Thunderhorse Thrower
PATTERN TYPE: Throwing knife
BLADE LENGTH: 10.25”
BLADE MATERIAL: 1095 Cro-Van carbon steel
ROCKWELL HARDNESS: 57-58 HRC
BLADE THICKNESS: .195”
BLADE WIDTH: 2.06”
WEIGHT: 20 ozs.
OVERALL LENGTH: 15.6”
MSRP: $70
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: USA 
COMPANY: KA-BAR, attn: J. Bradley, 
Dept. BL9, 200 Homer St., Olean, 
NY 14760 800.282.0130 fax 
716-790-7188 ka-bar.com, 
info@ka-bar.com

S P EC  C HART

KNIFE PATTERN: Utility hunter
KNIFE TYPE: Fixed blade
BLADE LENGTH: 2.75”
BLADE STEEL: 1084 carbon
HANDLE MATERIAL: Stabilized pomelle bubinga
BOLSTERS: 416 stainless steel
OVERALL LENGTH: 7”
KNIFE TO KNOW: “My nod to one of the greats, this one is 
made in the style of an R.W. Loveless Piker.”—J. Alex Ruiz
MAKER’S LIST PRICE FOR A SIMILAR KNIFE: $350 (includes 
leather sheath)
MAKER: J. Alex Ruiz, San Antonio and Adkins, TX 210-633-
6520 wesleysa.pc@gmail.com, https://volundrforge.com, 
Instagram: @volundr_forge
(Caleb Royer edited image)

S P EC  C HART
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S P EC C HART

MODEL NUMBER: 9202
KNIFE TYPE: Folder
BLADE LENGTH: 3.54”
BLADE MATERIAL: D2 tool steel
BLADE THICKNESS: .122”
BLADE FINISH: Sanded
HANDLE MATERIAL: G-10
LOCK TYPE/NAME: Ambidextrous Lock
WEIGHT: 3.38 ozs.
CLOSED LENGTH: 4.52”
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: China
MSRP: Contact SRM for more information
COMPANY: SRM, c/o Guangxi
Qianrui Metal Products Co.,
Ltd., Dept. BL9, N. 642, East
Square Rd., Yulin City, Guangxi
Province contact@sanrenmu.net,
srmknives.com

S P EC C HART

KNIFE PATTERN: Fixed hunter
KNIFE TYPE: Fixed blade
BLADE LENGTH: 4”
BLADE MATERIAL: Oldass W2 tool steel
HANDLE MATERIAL: Oldass canvas Micarta®
OVERALL LENGTH: 8.5”
SHEATH (not shown): Basket-weave pouch style by Kenny 
Rowe
MAKER: Kyle Hanson, Dept. BL9, POB 12, Success, MO 65570 
khansonknives@gmail.com, kylehansonknives.wordpress.
com, Instagram: kylehansonknives

S P EC C HART

MODEL NAME: Karsino10
PATTERN TYPE: EDC knife
BLADE LENGTH: 3.4”
BLADE STEEL: 9Cr18MoV stainless
BLADE THICKNESS: .187”
BLADE FINISH: Silver tone
BLADE PIVOT: Ceramic ball-bearing washers
HANDLE: Carbon-fiber inserts
LOCK: Framelock
KNIFE TO KNOW: Thumb-wedge pocket 
deployment
WEIGHT: 6.1 ozs.
CLOSED LENGTH: 4.5”
MSRP: $165
COMPANY: Krudo Knives, attn: Louis Krudo, Dept. 
BL9, 6450 E. Cave Creek Rd. #106, Cave Creek, 
AZ 85331 727-753-8455 info@krudoknives.com, 
krudoknives.com

S P EC C HART

MODEL NAME: The Endeavor
KNIFE PATTERN: Fixed hunter
BLADE LENGTH: 3.75”
BLADE STEEL: AEB-L stainless
HANDLE MATERIAL: Mammoth ivory
BOLSTER STEEL: 416 stainless
OVERALL LENGTH: 8.75”
SHEATH (not shown): Pouch style of tooled 
leather by Cason Grantham
MAKER: Paul Lusk, Dept. BL9, 1902 Wickburn 
Dr., Spring, TX 77386 806-781-2323 
plusk74@yahoo.com, paulluskknives.
com, Instagram/Facebook: @
paulluskknives/Paul Lusk Knives
(SharpByCoop image)
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REACH FOR THE STARS OF SHARP P. 22
John April, Dept. BL9, POB 356, Williamsburg, 
MA 01096 413-268-7887 johnaprilknives@yahoo.
com, johnaprilknives.com, Facebook: john april; 
Matthew Berry, Dept.  BL9, 48 High Meadow 
Ln., Middlefi eld, CT 06455 860-707-6510 matt@
hopkinsforge.com, hopkinsforge.com, Instagram/
Facebook: Hopkins_forge/Hopkins Forge; Stanley  
Buzek, Dept. BL9, POB 621, Caldwell, TX 77836-
0621 346-412-2532 Stan@sbuzekknives.com, 
Instagram/Facebook: @SBuzekknives/SBuzek 
Knives; Carl Colson, Dept. BL9, 8590 NW 172 
Ln., Fanning  Springs, FL 32693 352-221-2937 
carlcolson@bellsouth.net, Facebook: Carl Colson 
Knives; Damasteel, attn: Per Jarbelius, Dept. BL9, 
Stallgaten 9, SE-815 76, Soderfors, Sweden +46 
293 306 00 sales@damasteel.se www.damasteel.
se; Joe Fausone 586-873-2846 jff428@live.com, 
Instagram: @Jffcustoms; Andrew Frankland, Dept. 
BL9, 137 Langford Dr., Kariong, NSW, Australia 
2250 04496 00454 andrewfrankland@hotmail.
com; Luke Haag +61408758101 between1and2@
gmail.com; Jantz USA, attn: S. Kemp, Dept. 
BL9, POB 584, Davis, OK 73030 800.351.8900 
knifemaking.com; Christian Mathieson, Dept. BL9, 
#10 Warra Long Ave., Greensboro, Viz, Australia 
3088 +61408882468 c_mathieson@yahoo.com, 
Instagram: @mathieson_knives; Niagara Specialty 
Metals 716-542-5552 www.nsm-ny.com; Tru-Grit, 
attn: S. Sharpe, Dept. BL9, 760 E. Francis St. #N, 
Ontario, CA 91761 909.923.4116 www.trugrit.com

HOW TO COLLECT CUSTOM HUNTERS P. 30
Wess Barnhill wess.barnhill@gmail.com www.
barnhillknives.com; Gary Langley GLL@GLLANG-
LEY.COM www.gllangley.com; Brett Noake brett.
noake@gmail.com www.facebook.com/noakecus-
tomknives; Landon Robbins lwrobbins71@gmail.
com; Tim Steingass timothy.steingass@gmail.
com www.steingassknives.com; Kurt Swearingen 
kforest@zianet.com

HOW TO BUY CUSTOM KNIVES P. 46
Jamin Brackett, Dept. BL9, POB 387, Fallston, NC 
28042 704-718-3304 jaminbrackett@bellsouth.
net,  brackettknives.com, Instagram/Facebook: 
brackettknives/Jamin Brackett; Zac Camacho 
603-557-5986 camacho.knives.leather@gmail.
com, Instagram: @CamachoKnives; Josh Fisher, 
Dept.  BL9, 8419 CR 3615, Murchison, TX 75778 
903-203-2130 fi sherknives@aol.com, jnfi sherknives.
com; Don Hanson III, Dept. BL9, POB 13, Success, 
MO 65570 info@sunfi shforge.com, sunfi shforge.
com, Facebook/Instagram: @donhansonknives./@
donhansonknives

SPEAKING POWER TO TOOTH P. 53
CAS Iberia, attn: B. Pogue, Dept. BL9, 650 Industrial 
Blvd., Sale Creek, TN 37373-9797 423.332.4700 
bpogue@casiberia.com, www.casiberia.com; Ger-
ber, attn: A. Gritzbaugh, Dept. BL9, 14200 SW 72nd, 
Portland, OR 97223 800-950-6161 www.gerbergear.
com; Smith’s Consumer Products Inc., attn: C. Shaw 
or R. Dukes, Dept. BL9, 747 Mid-America Blvd., Hot 
Springs, AR 71913-8414 501-321-2244 or 800-221-
4156 sales@smithsproducts.com, smithsproducts.
com; SOG Specialty Knives & Tools, attn: Matt 
Crawford, Dept. BL9, 6521 212th St. SW, Lynnwood, 
WA 98036-7411 425.771.6230 sogsales@sogknives.
com, www.sogknives.com

SEEK THE CHIC P. 60
A.G. Russell Knives, attn: Debbie Myers, Dept. BL9, 

2900 S. 26th St., Rogers, AR 72758 479 631-0055 
debbiem@agrussell.com www.agrussell.com; Abel 
Reels info@abelreels.com; Bear & Son Cutlery, attn: 
M. Griffey, Dept. BL9, 1111 Bear Blvd. SW, Jackson-
ville, AL 36265 256-435-2227 800-844-3034 info@
bearandson.com, www.bearandsoncutlery.com; 
CRKT, attn: M. May, Dept. BL9, 18348 SW 126th 
Place, Tualatin, OR 97062 800-891-3100 info@
crkt.com, www.crkt.com; Spyderco, attn: J. Laituri, 
Dept. BL9, 820 Spyderco Way, Golden, CO 80403 
800-525-7770 spyderco.com, sfo@spyderco.com 
(contact Abel Reels [see  above] for the Spyderco 
knives outlined in the story)

SUPER SKINNERS P. 72
Dominic Binkert, c/o DB Blades, Dept. BL8, 5-26 Bur-
gess Rd., Bayswater, Victoria, Australia 3153 613-
411-025-776 dbblades.bigcartel.com, Instagram/
Facebook: db__blades/DB Blades; Justin Burton 
warcrownforge@gmail.com, Instagram: @war-
crownforge; Dylan Brugman 0834869611 dylanbrug-
man99@gmail.com, Instagram: @brugman_dylan; 
Buster Cooey 512-560-0230 cooeyforgeworks@
gmail.com, Instagram: @Cooeyforgeworks; Ken Hall, 
Dept. BL8, 606 Stevenson Cove Rd., Waynesville, NC 
28785 828-400-7815 KHALL@HALLENERGYCON-
SULTING.COM, KenHallKnives.com, Instagram/Face-
book: KenHallKnives/KenHallKnives; Pierre Meffl in, 
Dept. BL8, 9 Hicks Ln., Tumbi Umbi, NSW, Australia 
2261 pierreatairlie@hotmail.com, meffl inknives.
com; Julian Sacco 647-267-0744 saccoknives@
gmail.com, Instagram: @saccoknives

CALL OUT THE GUARDS! P. 76
Wayne Barrett, Dept. BL9, 36 Doyle Rd., Revesby,  
NSW, Australia 2262 02-9774-4369 wayne.
barrett43@internode.on.net; Ryan Breuer 978-
826-4511 rybreuer@gmail.com, Instagram: @
breuer_blades; David Davis 270-299-6584 
drdavis@03@scrtc.com, Instagram: drdavis03; 
Tad Lynch, Dept.BL9, 140 Timberline  Dr., Beebe, 
AR 72012 501-626-1647 lynchknives@yahoo.
com, Lynchknives.com, Instagram: lynch_forge; 
Brad Millman 519-378-3435 blackmapleblades@
gmail.com, Instagram: @blackmapleblades; Kyle  
Royer 417-247-5572 royerknifeworks@live.com, 
Instagram: @kyleroyerknives; Paul Savage, Dept. 
BL9, 1248 Wrigley Rd., RR1, Ayr, Ontario, Canada 
N0B 1E0 519-240-8877 savageknives@golden.
net, savageknivevs.ca; Tyler Turner, Dept. BL9, 
POB 307, Hopkins, MO 64461 turnerknives@
yahoo.com, Instagram/Facebook: @turnerknife-
tool/Tyler Turner

CUT AND SWITCH P. 78
Camillus, Dept. BL9, 55 Walls Dr. Suite 201, 
Fairfi eld, CT 06824 800-835-2263 camillusknives.
com; Gerber, attn: A. Gritzbaugh, Dept. BL9, 14200 
SW 72nd, Portland, OR 97223 800-950-6161 www.
gerbergear.com; Outdoor Edge, attn: D. Bloch, 
Dept. BL9, 5000 Osage St. #800, , Denver, CO 
80221 800-447-3343 303-530-7667 moreinfo@
outdooredge.com, outdooredge.com; Utica, Dept. 
BL9, 820 Noyes, Utica, NY 13503 315-733-4663 
www.kutmaster.com

For the latest knives, knife news, trends and 
more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s popular 
Instagram page @blade_magazine, and on 
Facebook and Twitter.
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4 LEADING FAC
NOTHING IF NO

TORY VERSIONS ARE
T VERSATILE

Case
Winkler Sculpted
Multi-Camo G-10
Skinner
BLADE LENGT : 5.2”

BLADE MATERIAL: 80CrV2 carbon steel

HANDLE MATERIAL OPTIONS: Multi-camo

G-10, American black walnut or Winkler black

canvas laminate

SHEATH TYPE AND MATERIAL: Leather

OVERALL LENGTH: 9.5”

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: USA

MSRP: $317.99

The design goal of the Case Win-
kler Sculpted Multi-Camo G-10 
Skinner was to provide a knife 
of high-quality materials that 
is adaptable enough to take 
hunting, camping and hiking, as 
well as to be an EDC knife for 
tactical purposes. 

>> IMAGES COURTESY OF THE PARTICIPATING KNIFE COMPANIES

HOT FOR THE HUNT BY DAVE RHEA
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he skinner is arguably the most
popular knife design. Give
someone a pencil and some paper

and say “draw a knife,” and I will wager 
a dollar to a dime the person will draw 
a skinner.

However, skinner covers a lot of
ground. Assorted versions come in a 
wide variety of blade shapes, including 
clip point, drop point, spear point and 
trailing point, among others.

It seems there are as many skinner 
design approaches as there are diff erent 
animals to be cleaned and dressed. For 
this article, we present a cross-section 
of popular off erings available at the
moment. Which one is right for you? It 
depends on what you’re cutting!

DEPLOYED DESIGN  ----------------------
Versatility is the performance
philosophy behind the Case Winkler
Sculpted Multi-Camo G-10 Skinner.
It was designed by knifemaker/ABS
master smith Daniel Winkler and Kevin 
Holland, the latter a retired member of 
both Navy SEAL Team 6 and the Army 
Delta Force, the only publicly known 
operator who served in both*. 

Th e design goal, according to John 
Pantuso, Case marketing specialist, is to 
provide a knife of high-quality materials 
that is adaptable enough to take hunting, 
camping and hiking, as well as to be an 
EDC knife for tactical purposes. 

“Th e design is based on a knife Kevin 
carried in his pack while deployed,”
Pantuso explained. “Holland, an avid 
outdoorsman, has been a part of over 
2,000 U.S. combat missions around
the world.” He added that Case sought 
Winkler’s advice and expertise because 
Daniel has worked closely with top-tier 
military personnel to develop specialized 
edged tools. 

The blade s trailing point is ideal for
piercing while the flatter belly promotes
more precise, controlled cuts. The flat-
ground distal tapering removes weight
from the knife for a better overall
balance, while reinforcing the strength
of the blade spine, he said.

The 80CrV2 carbon blade steel is a
high-performance alloy typically used
for tools that get hard use in harsh
conditions, and it holds an edge well.
Yet, it sharpens more easily than other
high-performance alloys, making it a
great choice for field use.

The handle end of the full-tang blade
is skeletonized to reduce weight and
add balance. It is long enough to fit
most hand sizes, and the slight swell in
mid-handle molds ergonomically into
the palm.

“Daniel prefers G-10 and canvas
laminates, as well as walnut, so we did
versions to offer each handle choice,”
Pantuso added. “G-10 is a widely
popular handle material because it
incredibly durable and lightweig
while also offering a superb grip in a
environment. By sculpting the G-
on this handle, it provides contou
that add to the already optimal gr

provided by the material.”
The Case Winkler Sculpted G-10

Skinner comes with a molded leather
sheath that is hand formed to each knife
as it’s built, which Pantuso said securely
holds the knife so it will not fall out when
turned upside down.

HOLD ON for DEER KNIFE
On the other end of the edged-
philosophy spectrum is a knife designed

Cold Steel
Big Country Skinner
BLADE LENGTH: 6”

BLADE STEEL: German 4116 stainless

HANDLE MATERIAL: Non-slip Kray-Ex™

OVERALL LENGTH: 13.25”

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Taiwan

MSRP: $29.99

Knives of Alaska
Magnum Ulu
BLADE LENGTH: 3 3/8”

BLADE WIDTH: 3.375”

BLADE MATERIAL: D2 tool steel

HANDLE MATERIAL: Black rubberized 

Suregrip

SHEATH TYPE AND MATERIAL: Leather

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: USA

MSRP: $69.99

he skinner is arguably the most The blade’s trailing point is ideal for

The Cold Steel Big Country Skinner has a flat-ground blade of
cryo-quenched German 4116 stainless steel with a V-shaped
cross-section and a thin edge. German 4116 is easy to sharpen
and the blade’s extreme belly shape makes it ideal for skinning.

Cold Steel

is
ht,

any
-10
urs
rip

According to Charles Allen, president 
and owner of Knives of Alaska, due to 
the shape of the company’s Magnum 
Ulu, “force can be applied straight down 
through the blade’s center, and this makes 
for very efficient cutting.”
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for skinning. According to TOPS Knives
General Manager Craig Powell, the
TOPS Quick Skin is confi gured with 
versatility in mind, though the versatility 
is in how the user can hold the knife for 
better specialized cuts while skinning.

“Th e handle gives multiple options for 
hand positions,” Powell pointed out. “Th e 
gimping in multiple places aids in natural 
grips for skinning. Th e wide blade makes 
it easy to grip the blade itself for more 
controlled cuts when necessary.”

TOPS Knives President Leo Espinoza, 
an avid hunter, designed the Quick Skin. 
Th e drastically curved edge of the “all-
belly” blade shape makes for effi  cient 
skinning. Th e spine, which arcs upward 
considerably, then drops down into the 
spear-point category, allowing for a
variety of holding and blade manipulation 
options. Plus, it looks great!   

“Th e design was based on Leo’s
experience hunting,” Powell continued. 
“He designed it for himself as something 
he thought would be great for skinning.”

TOPS uses 1095 carbon blade steel 
for the Quick Skin because of its
sharpenability, he added. “We do a great 
heat treat with 1095, but sometimes you 
just need to touch up an edge to fi nish 
processing an animal. So, being able to 

re-sharpen quickly and easily is a trade-
off for it not being stainless.”

The handle is blue/black G-10 with
tread grooves milled into the surface to
enhance grip, especially in wet conditions.
He pointed out that G-10 is also a very
strong material that doesn’t stain easily.

Carry is a snap in a super-strong and
easy-to-clean Kydex sh h
with beta-loop straps t
attach the sheath to y
removing the latter.

INDOOR SKINNER
Cold Steel’s Big Cou
designed more for in
outdoor. While it does
sheath, the large skinne
the hand of anyone do
jobs, from kitchen to sla

“Th e basic design is
old,” explained Cold
Lynn Th ompson. “Th
designed for skinning b
like cattle, moose and e

Th ompson added th
cryo-quenched Germ
4116 stainless stee
blade is fl at groun
with a V-shaped cross-
section and a thin
edge. Th e steel type 
is used for ease of 
resharpening, and
the extreme belly
shape of the blade mak
it ideal for skinning.

A notable design
update comes by way
of the handle, whic
is constructed of h
Kray-Ex with an over-m
TPR rubber to cushio
Th ompson said he adde
handle to give the user’
grip when wet or blood

shelf” was also added to reduce fatigue.
Concluded Thompson, “The knives in

this commercial series are meant to be
versatile for many users.”

OLD is NEW Even more specific to
skinning, fleshing and meat preparation

The drastically curved edge of the TOPS Quick Skin’s “all-belly” 
blade shape makes for efficient skinning. The spine, which arcs 
upward considerably, drops down into the spear-point category.

TOPS 
Knives Quick Skin
BLADE LENGTH: 3.5”

BLADE MATERIAL: 1095 carbon steel

HANDLE MATERIAL: Blue/black G-10 

“Dragonfly Tread”

SHEATH TYPE AND MATERIAL: Kydex

OVERALL LENGTH: 7.13”

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: USA

MSRP: $160

sheath. It comes
hat enable you to

your belt without

untry Skinner is
ndoor use than
not come with a

er is well placed in
oing big skinning
aughterhouse.
almost 100 years

Steel President
This blade is
big animals
elk.”
hat the

man
el
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kes

n
y
ch
hard
mold of
n the hand.

ed a trough to the
s fingers an extra

dy, and a “thumb

The trailing-point blade of the 
Case Winkler model is ideal 
for piercing, while the flat-
ter belly promotes more 
precise, controlled cuts. 
The flat-ground distal 
tapering removes 
weight from the knife 
for a better overall 
balance, while rein-
forcing the strength 
of the blade spine.

HOT FOR THE HUNT
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of game animals is the Knives of Alaska 
Magnum Ulu. Th is peculiarly shaped 
skinner design harkens back thousands 
of years and is very effi  cient because of 
the blade shape and handle location.

“Due to the ulu’s shape, force can 
be applied straight down through the 
blade’s center, and this makes for very 
effi  cient cutting,” professed Charles 

and owner of Knives of 
gned the Magnum Ulu 
spired by a trip he took 

e 1980s to the Tsiu River 
heast Alaska. 
bserved an older Tlingit 
e woman using a set of 
on a seal that had been 

t for meat and the skin,” 
recounted. “She asked if 

I would like to try out the 
ulu, and she unwrapped 
an old oilskin pouch 
at had probably six or 

diff erent-sized and 
ulus. I used them all and 
completely skinning and 
e of the seals with them.”

Ulu blade is D2 tool 
steel, which takes a great edge that holds 
up due in no small part to spot-on heat 
treatment to a Rockwell hardness of 60-
61 HRC. Allen stressed that the Magnum 
Ulu is diff erent from the stainless-steel 
“tourist-model” ulus sold in gift  shops 
around Alaska.

Th e handle is similar to a traditional 
ulu design, except the material is a 
durable rubberized substance that is easy 
on the hand. Th e sheath is vegetable-
tanned American leather, which he said 
holds up well if you maintain it.

“As with all of Knives of  Alaska’s 
products,” Allen concluded, “our 
Magnum Ulu design was tested in Alaska 
at our fi shing and hunting lodge to make 
sure we had it right.”

*Editor’s note: According to Spec Ops 
Magazine, Kevin Holland served in 
DEVGRU (SEAL Team 6) and Delta 
Force (1st SFOD-D). A retired Army 
master sergeant, Holland  is a former 
member of both the  Naval Special 
Warfare Development Group (SEAL 
Team Six) and the 1st Special Forces 
Operational Detachment-Delta (Delta 
Force).  He was originally a DEVGRU 
operator who turned Army and passed 
the SFQC (Special Forces Qualifi cation 
Course), and made his way to serve in the 
elite counter-terrorism unit, Delta Force.
For more, visit special-ops.org.

For the contact information for the knives 
in the story, see “Where To Get ’Em” on 
page 71.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends 
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
popular Instagram page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.

Allen, president
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butchering on
The Magnum

steel which take
A snap sheath of American leather holds 
the Magnum Ulu tightly and securely.

The wide blade of the TOPS Quick 
Skin makes it easy to grip the 
blade itself for precision cuts.

HOT FOR THE HUNT
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For the contact information for the pictured knives, see “Where To 
Get ’Em” on page 71.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends and more visit blademag.
com, BLADE®’s popular Instagram page @blade_magazine, 
and on Facebook and Twitter.

Brad Millman forged the hammer-finished copper 
guard of his Wolftooth bowie. The 12-inch recurve 
blade is a san-mai construction of 360 layers of 1095 
carbon and 15N20 nickel-alloy steels for the core 

sandwiched in a jacket of 1084 carbon steel. The bird’s-beak 
handle is curly Tasmanian blackwood. Overall length: 18 inches. 
(Caleb Royer edited image)

Wayne Barrett heat-colored the shapely mild-steel 
crossguard of his 14.56-inch stiletto. The 10.6-inch 
blade is vintage butcher’s steel by F. Dick of Germany 
and features a classic triangular grind. The handle is 

Merino ram’s horn. (SharpByCoop image)

It’s easy to see how Ryan Breur’s Ball-Guard Bowie 
got its name. The guard is cast bronze and the handle 
is flamed white oak with a domed inconel pin. The 
blade has a sharpened clip and is forged from 80CrV2 

carbon steel. (Caleb Royer edited image)

A stylish guard of wrought iron helps put the finish-
ing touches on an ancient-walrus-ivory bowie by ABS 
master smith Tad Lynch. The 11.25-inch clip-point 
blade is W2 tool steel—a material some leading smiths 

consider ideal for producing a handsome hamon—and the knife 
is 16.375 inches overall. (SharpByCoop image)

An upturned guard with a finger ring—each of hot-
blued 4340HT steel—and a ladder-pattern damascus 
blade of 1095 carbon and 15N20 nickel-alloy steels 
help complete a quillon dagger by ABS journeyman 

smith Paul Savage. The handle is buffalo horn. (SharpByCoop 
image)

Black mirror accent balls cap the stainless steel quil-
lons on ABS master smith Kyle Royer’s Maiden Voy-
age Stiletto. The 11.75-inch damascus blade features 
an extra-deep hollow grind, a fuller and a reinforced 

piercing tip. The sculpted, fluted handle is wrapped in 24k-gold 
twisted wire. Overall length: 17.5 inches. (Caleb Royer image)

The handforged nickel-silver finger guard “with curls” 
gives a damascus bowie by David Davis a curvaceous 
look. The 7.25-inch blade is pattern-welded steel 
forged by Alabama Damascus. Blade finish: acid 

etched. The handle is stabilized buckeye burl and the spacers/
liners are ebony and bone. Construction: hidden tang. Overall 
length: 12.25 inches. (Caleb Royer image)

Tyler Turner outfits his coke-bottle-pattern pock-
etknife with a folding swing guard of 416 stainless 
steel. The 4-inch blade is CPM 154 stainless steel in 
a hollow sabre grind and the scales are jigged bone. 

Closed length: 5 3/8 inches. (SharpByCoop image)

C
onstantly on the lookout for something that will make 
their knives better and stand out at the same time, many of 
today’s custom makers don’t hesitate to jazz up the guard. 

And why not? A handsome, well-made guard adds to a knife’s 
looks, and, more importantly, serves as a sure safety feature in 
helping keep your hand where it needs to be—on the handle.
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IS IT TIME YOU TRIED A REPLACEABLE-BLADE KNIFE?

SWITCH

The replacement blades for the Camillus Tiger-
Sharp Titanium Skinning Knife are 420J2 stainless 
steel. They are designed to be disposable but can 
be resharpened.

>> IMAGES COURTESY OF THE PARTICIPATING KNIFE COMPANIES

REPLACE-A-BLADE BY MIKE HASKEW BLADE® FIELD EDITOR
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Knives with replaceable blades off er 
convenience and fl exibility for the 
varied situations outdoorsmen

regularly face. Moreover, the knives 
don’t sacrifi ce cutting and slicing ability, 
and lend themselves to many chores 
associated with setting up camp or fi eld 
dressing game.

If you’ve never seriously considered a 
hunting or fi eld knife with replaceable 
blades, the time might be right to do so.

3-STEP METHOD  --------------------------
Camillus brings the TigerSharp
Titanium Skinning Knife to the market 
in folding and fi xed-blade variants. 
Th e TigerSharp’s features include an 
ergonomically designed, synthetic blade 
holder/handle, nylon sheath or carrying 
pouch, and step-by-step instructions for 
blade replacement—right on the blister 
packaging. Th e skinning knife ensemble 
includes a pair of gut-hook blades as 
well. In fact, the TigerSharp sheath 
incorporates a small pocket that holds 
additional blades available in packets of 
four for all TigerSharp knives.

“Th e replacement blades are made of 
420J2 stainless steel,” related Sam Dodge, 
senior brand manager at Camillus. “Th e 
blades are also titanium bonded—not 
painted or plated. Th is involves the 
application of a unique formulation of 
titanium and chromium nitride to the 
surface of cutting blades that actually 
penetrates and treats the metal to create 
a permanent bond. Th e patented process 
yields corrosion and adhesive resistance. 
Th e blades are designed to be disposable 
but can be resharpened.”

When it’s time for a blade change, the 
process is safe and easily done in three 
steps. 

“At no point do you need to touch 
the cutting edge of the knife,” Sam 
explained. “Th e blades slide into place 
through the spine of the knife from the 
top down. A small notch on the top of 
the blade keys into place. Th e back of 
the blade is locked into position with 
either a sliding button or threaded stud. 
Th e blade is then sandwiched between 
two pieces of steel, so there’s no blade 
play or wobble. Due to the way it’s held 
in place, the blade is also extremely 
rigid and won’t bend or fl ex.” MSRPs: 
$44.99 for the folder and $31.99 for the 
fi xed-blade version.

FOCUS on FUNCTION  ------------------
Th e Outdoor Edge RazorBone 6-Blade 
Combo builds on the company’s extensive 
history of developing replaceable-blade 
knives. Company founder and president 
David Bloch said the knife debuted at 
the 2020 SHOT Show and has been well 
received by the buying public.

“We’ve been doing replacement-blade 

knives for eight years now, and it’s the 
hottest part of our line,” David noted. 
“Th e RazorBone is the latest and greatest 
evolution in the line.”

He said the focus at Outdoor Edge is 
on functional knives, and the RazorBone 
was off ered for seven years with a 3.5-
inch drop-point blade. “Even so, we 
asked ourselves, ‘What can’t you do with 

The two-bladed RT500 skinning knife 
from Utica includes three 2.25-inch No. 
60 and six 3.25-inch general-purpose 
replacement blades.

The Gerber Randy Newberg EBS Knife has three interchangeable blades of 440C stainless 
steel. The 4.7-inch backstrap blade is for larger cuts, while the 3.5-inch caping/task blade is 
fine-edged for smaller precision ones. The 3.5-inch breakdown blade is serrated for tough 
joints or tendons. Replacement blades are available.
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that one blade?’” David recalled. “Last 
year I ate my words and we came out 
with the 5-inch boning/fi llet blade.”

Ideal for specialized tasks in fi eld 
dressing, skinning and boning big game, 
the RazorBone also comes with a gut-
hook blade and, like the other 3.5-inch 
blades, folds easily into the grivory-
and-TPR synthetic rubber handle. Each 
heat-treated, hand-fi nished blade is 420J 
stainless steel. Replacements are available 
at retail stores, as well as on the company’s 
website. Th e 5-inch blade fi ts snugly into 
the holder/handle and stores in a box.

“I wanted to improve the design with 
strong blade support,” David concluded. 
“Th e three-layer thickness of the holder 
provides that support, and with three 
layers of thickness, it gives the knife real 
backbone.” MSRP: $59.95 (available in 
orange or black).

LITTLE to no PLAY -----------------------
At Utica, Director of Marketing Randy 
Rae touts the ease of changing the 
disposable blades on the RT500 Deer 
Blade Razor and  RT550 Take Down 
folding models.

“Th e blades are held securely in place 
with little or no play,” Randy pointed out. 
“Th e blades have a standard scalpel-style, 
elongated hole that seats onto an integral 
post on the blade holder. Th e blade holder 
has a hinged side cover that swings away, 
allowing the user to easily remove and 
add the blades. Th is side cover, when 
closed, holds the blade fi rmly in place and 
prevents any side play.”

Th e RT500 and RT550 are each 
equipped with taper-ground blades of a 
“high-carbon stainless steel.” Th e two-
bladed RT500 skinning package includes 
three 2.25-inch No. 60 and six 3.25-inch 
general-purpose replacement blades, along 
with a nylon sheath that encloses a storage 
sleeve for the blades. Th e RT550 caper has 
a nylon sheath and a couple of freestanding 
2.75-inch replacement blades. 

Outdoor Edge has been 
doing replacement-blade 
knives for eight years. The 
Razorbone 6-Blade Combo 
is the company’s latest 
entry in the genre.

The blades of the Camillus TigerSharp replaceable model slide into place through 
the spine of the knife from the top down. A small notch on the top of the blade keys 
into place. The back of the blade is locked into position with either a sliding button or 
threaded stud. The blade is then sandwiched between two pieces of steel, so there’s no 
blade play or wobble.

Utica’s RT550 Take Down folder caper has two freestanding
2.75-inch replacement blades. A nylon sheath comes standard.

REPLACE-A-BLADE



S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------    BL A DE     [81 ] 

The RT500 and RT550 are both
handled in polypropylene. Respective
handle lengths: 5 and 4 inches.
Respective MSRPs: $39.99 and $24.99.

SPLIT-SEC TECH
The Gerber Randy Newberg EBS Knife
bears the name of the renowned hunter
and outdoorsman, and it reflects
his personality in its rugged design.
The knife is equipped with three
interchangeable blades of 440C stainless
steel designed specifically for field
dressing large game. The backstrap blade
is 4.7 inches and designed for larger cuts,
while the caping/task blade is compact,
with a 3.5-inch fine-edged blade for

smaller precision cuts. The 3.5-inch
breakdown blade is serrated for cutting
tough joints or tendons. Replacement
blades are available.

“These blades were designed for long-
term use and can be resharpened—but
you shouldn’t need to,” remarked Karrson
Koivisto, product manager of knives and
cutting tools at Gerber. “Our average
consumer should be able to use the
same blades for several hunting seasons.
The EBS is a philosophy in practice: If
the correct blade is used for the correct
application, the lives and edges of all
blades will be prolonged. The breakdown
blade is meant to handle tough cuts, such
as hide or around the bones and tendons.

The backstrap and task blades can then
retain their sharp and uncompromised
edges for clean cuts.”

Gerber developed an easy process for
the exchange of blades on the handle.

“We call it ‘split-sec tech,’” Koivisto
noted. “We first launched it in our Vital
Big Game knife series, but we improved
it with the Randy Newberg EBS. Several
industry professionals have called it the
easiest and safest system on the market.
At the push of a button, the blade releases
from the handle. Slide the next blade on
and release the button to safely secure it
on the handle. There’s some play in the
blade due to the steel type—but none due
to the connection point with the handle.
It’s very stable.”

The lightweight, skeletonized rubber
handle design makes for easy carry.

“The lightweight storage system was a
big priority during the design process,”
Koivisto concluded. “We created what
we’ve coined the ‘quiet-carry box’: The
three blades nest into a slim box, while
a silicone sine wave insert eliminates any
rattling. The lightweight handle snaps
compactly onto the back of the box.”
MSRP: $60.

For the contact information for the knives
in the story, see “Where To Get ’Em” on
page 71.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends
and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
popular Instagram page @blade_
magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.

Gerber developed a process called “split-sec tech” for the exchange of blades on the 
Randy Newberg EBS. At the push of a button, the blade releases from the handle. Slide 
the next blade on and release the button to safely secure it on the handle.

The Outdoor Edge RazorBone also comes with a gut-hook blade, and, like the other 
3.5-inch blades, folds easily into the grivory-and-TPR synthetic rubber handle. Each 
heat-treated, hand-finished blade is 420J stainless steel. Replacements are available 
at retail stores, as well as on the company’s website. The 5-inch blade fits snugly into 
the holder/handle and stores in an orange box (bottom).

The Camillus TigerSharp sheath incorpo-
rates a small pocket that holds additional 
blades available in packets of four for all 
TigerSharp knives.

The three blades of the 
Gerber Randy Newberg 
EBS nest in a slim box. A 
silicone sine wave insert 
eliminates any rattling.

REPLACE-A-BLADE



S teve Auvenshine was on his way back from Texas, having picked up his
daughter, Katelyn, who had just graduated from military school, when he
saw several mesquite trees felled by the side of the road. It was a knife-

handle gold mine!
They stopped to cut some of the wood and made do with the saw of Katelyn’s

Leatherman Tool. After an hour of sawing using ample elbow grease, Steve
eventually obtained a 4-foot-by-6-inch piece of the wood, latched it to the top of his
jeep, and drove the rest of the way home. (A road crew showed up with a chainsaw
right after he finished sawing. Figures, right?) He used the mesquite for the coffin
handle of his Texas boot knife.

Auvenshine, who got his start making period knives for rendezvous enthusiasts,
has made several knives for the entertainment industry, including blades used
by actors Chris Pratt in Jurassic World, Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson in Jumanji:
Welcome To The Jungle, and Patrick Stewart in Star Trek: Picard. Look for more on
Steve and his “flicks-ed blades” in a future issue of BLADE®.

For more information contact Steve Auvenshine, Dept. BL9, 1008 Crestwood Heights,
Paris, KY 40361 859-707-0851 knife279@gmail.com, Instagram/Facebook: @
auvenshine_knives/Auvenshine custom knives.

For the latest knives, knife news, trends and more visit blademag.com, BLADE®’s
popular Instagram page @blade_magazine, and on Facebook and Twitter.

Cool
Couple of

ONE OF STEVE AUVENSHINE’S COFFIN-
HANDLE KNIVES HAS MORE OF A FAMILY
CONNECTION THAN THE OTHER

S PEC S H EET

MODELS: Gent’s bowie and Texas boot knife

MAKER: Steve Auvenshine

RESPECTIVE BLADE LENGTHS: 5.25 and 4.75”

BLADE MATERIAL: 1095 carbon steel

RESPECTIVE HANDLE MATERIALS: Curly walnut

and mesquite wood

HARDWARE: Sterling silver

RESPECTIVE OVERALL LENGTHS: 10.5 and 9”

MAKER’S LIST PRICES FOR SIMILAR KNIVES:

$500 for the gent’s bowie and $1,200 for the

Texas boot knife

A member of the American Blade-
smith Society, Steve Auvenshine (in-
set) outfitted both his gent’s bowie
(left, middle) and Texas boot knife in
coffin handles, the latter including
an “S” guard and mesquite wood
with a theme-enhancing coffin-
shaped escutcheon. An earlier visit
Steve made to the Alamo inspired
both fixed-blade designs.
(SharpByCoop knife image)

COOL CUSTOM BY BLADE® STAFF
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HALFBREED BLADES IS PROUDLY 100% AUSTRALIAN OWNED & OPERATED.
Our mission is to bring to market pinnacle performance specialist hand tools, intelligently designed with no compromise in materials or manufacturing techniques.

Featured model is our LBF-01 (Large Bush Folder).


