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W
elcome to Your Build magazine. 

Here you will find inspiring case 
studies to feed your creative build 
ideas, and practical information to 
address every stage of your project. 

In this issue we have an eight-page 
special feature on kitchens (page 9), where we highlight some 
stunning designs and take a closer look at a project in a 1960s 
modernist house.  Designed by Pluck Kitchens, who have a 
fresh approach to furniture design, this kitchen case study 
examines a beautifully bespoke and practical living space.

We also take in the richly detailed brickwork on a handmade 
‘Arts and Crafts’ inspired home, and discover how Rees 
Architects transformed a tired Victorian terraced house with a 
smart extension.

Our ‘Phases’ section has been curated to inform you of the 
fundamental considerations when taking on a build project; 
each phase contains focused articles, which cover specific 
elements of a build. Firstly, we delve into assessing your 
financials, making decisions on how the project is going to be 
managed, and the process of designing your build. We then 
focus on the construction process, from the early foundations 
and connecting to services, to framing the key elements of 
your build. Finally, our phases look at the interior and exterior 
finishes that need careful consideration, as well as the outdoor 
areas of your project, which require equal attention.

Your Build provides you with an easy-to-reference guide, 
taking you step-by-step through every stage of your project.

Enjoy the issue.
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6 Key Phases to Your Build...

43

47

51

Phase 1 - Money & Management
Before any work can commence on your build, you 
will need to calculate building costs, assess your 
financials, and make some decisions on how the 
project is going to be managed.

Phase 2 - Design & Methods
Within the design phase you will need to research 
building regulations, decide who will be designing 
your build, and investigate suitable 
construction methods.

Phase 3 - Footings & Foundations
The construction work at the beginning of your 
project involves deciding what type of foundation is 
required, how to build the foundation, and how and 
when to connect to services.

54

58

61

Phase 4 - Framing Your Self-Build
Stud walling, roofing, windows, external doors, and 
heating and plumbing systems are all key elements 
of framing your build. You will need to decide on the 
best approach for each of these areas.

Phase 5 - Interior & Exterior Finishing
The finishing touches aren’t just about stylish décor; 
you will need to select internal walls, external 
brickwork and rendering, soffits and gutters, as well 
as considering how to make your build as energy 
efficient as possible. 

Phase 6 - Groundwork & Landscaping
The outdoor areas of a build also require attention; 
from driveways and garages to entrance gates and 
fencing, alongside planting and landscaping, there is 
a lot to consider.

Contents | In This Issue
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Modernist Design
Pluck Kitchens created a bespoke and 

practical living space

Spacious and Bright
REES Architects transformed a tired 

Victorian house with an airy extension 

Handmade Home
Northcot’s handmade bricks were an 

integral part of this ‘Arts and Crafts’ 

inspired home
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BOILER BRAND 
NAMED IN YOUGOV 
TOP PICKS
Leading boiler manufacturer Worcester 

Bosch were awarded 6th place in the 

highly coveted YouGov Top 10 Domestic 

Appliance Brands, as recommended by 

their customers. It joins the list alongside 

Bosch Home appliances, as some of the 

most desired appliance brands in the UK. 

YouGov BrandIndex is one of the most 

authoritative and thorough measurements 

of brand perception amongst consumers, 

with thousands of consumers and brands 

being measured every day. With over 70% 

of customers recommending Worcester 

Bosch products to a friend or colleague, the 

company was the highest-placed boiler brand.
NEW WORKSHOPS WITH BUILD EXPERT
TV’s Sian Astley has launched an exciting new 

home workshop called “The Treasure Tingle”, 

new for 2020. The property and interiors expert, 

who had her own show on Channel 5 “Half Built 

House”, and most recently was the series build 

project manager for 2019/2020’s BBC2’s “Your 

Home Made Perfect”, is hosting the workshop 

at her unique Manchester home, Moregeous 

Mansions. The workshop will focus on how to 

sustainably salvage for your home and involves a 

full day of investigating Moregeous Mansions to 

find where and how to use salvage, reclamation, 

upcycling, charity shop and vintage finds. 

After five years of self-building, renovating and 

interior designing Moregeous Mansions, it is 

packed to the rafters with interior and exterior 

treasures. Sian invites you to bring your property 

questions, plans and conundrums along! For 

more information on The Treasure Tingle 

workshop visit moregeous.com.

ECO-FRIENDLY KITCHEN 
COMPANY CELEBRATE 
90TH BIRTHDAY
German kitchen company Rotpunkt, who 

manufacture high quality green designs, recently 

celebrated its 90th birthday. On 15th February 

1930, Heinrich Rabe and Wilhem Meyer founded 

the company in Bünde, East Westphalia. Under 

the name of Rabe & Meyer, it manufactured cigar 

boxes and then later evolved into the production 

of sewing boxes and wooden toys. From there 

Rotpunkt moved into kitchen furniture during 

the post-war era, rapidly establishing itself as an 

international premium brand. Today, it is one 

of the pioneers in the production of sustainable 

kitchen furniture by virtue of its unique carbon-

neutral manufacturing process that came into 

effect on 1st January 2020.

Your Build | News

NEW ‘ONE-STOP SHOP’ FOR HOUSE-BUILDERS 
Building services specialist Build Aviator 

has been working on an exciting new project 

with builder’s merchant Jewson that will 

help speed up the house-building process. 

The house types created by Build Aviator 

and Jewson contain everything you need, 

from planning to construction, making 

the entire process simpler and faster. Each 

house type on offer will include the CAD 

design, the SAP calculation specific to that 

design, a full estimate based upon the SAP 

assessment and design specification, along 

with building regulations. The estimate can 

then be transferred to your local Jewson 

branch, which will then supply and deliver 

the materials you need, when you need 

them, working in accordance with your 

build timeline. This partnership creates a 

one-stop shop for house-builders, meaning 

price comparisons and trips to different 

merchants will be a thing of the past and 

you’ll be able to drastically reduce time 

spent off-site. The house types available 

include: an affordable home, a two-storey 

house, three-storey house, along with an 

extension and loft conversion, with many 

more options currently in the pipeline. To 

find out more contact Build Aviator on 

0333 332 1518.
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‘COFFEE TABLE’ BOOK FOR 
SELF-BUILDERS
Architect Julian Owen has released a new handbook, Home Extension Design, 

which distils all of the practical information needed to run a project from dream 

to reality into a volume that strikes a balance between a practical guide and the 

aesthetic of a coffee table book. Beautifully presented in hardback and richly 

illustrated, the book features a varied range of different and highly illustrated 

case studies, demonstrating successes as well as what to avoid, making new 

useful suggestions for smooth project management. Using jargon-free language 

and careful explanation, Home Extension Design highlights how multi-faceted 

architecture can really be, no matter how large or small the build. Home 

Extension Design is available now from RIBA bookshops.

BEST OF HOUZZ
Home renovation and design platform Houzz announced the Houzz 

community’s picks for Best of Houzz 2020, a homeowner-to-homeowner 

guide to the top kitchen and bathroom designers, architects, interior 

designers, landscape designers and other residential home improvement 

professionals on Houzz. This exclusive award recognises just 3% of the more 

than 2.5 million active home professionals and interior and architectural 

photographers on the Houzz platform. Best of Houzz is awarded annually in 

three categories: Design, Customer Service and Photography. Design awards 

honour professionals whose work was the most popular among the Houzz 

community. A “Best of Houzz 2020” badge, specifying category won, appears 

on winners’ profiles to help homeowners identify popular and top-rated 

home professionals on Houzz locally and around the world. To see the most 

popular home designs, visit www.houzz.co.uk/best-of-houzz-2020.

s t y l e
w i t h  c a s t  i r o n 

p e r f o r m a n c e

Dovre has over 60 years’ experience in manufacturing cast 

iron wood, multi-fuel, gas and electric stoves and fireplaces 

that are built to withstand the harshest of Scandinavian winters, 

to view the full range visit www.dovre.co.uk

Your_Build_Dovre_Vert_Spring_Issue_20.indd   1 30/01/2020   16:41
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26th - 29th March 2020
Homebuilding & Renovating Show
NEC, Birmingham
Whether you’re planning to build 
your own house, add a spacious 
extension or just want to remodel 
and update your existing home, the 

Homebuilding & Renovating Show 
is a must. From stunning kitchens 
to glamorous bathrooms, the 
show’s got it covered!

3rd - 4th April 2020
NSBRC Passivhaus Workshop
Swindon
Meet Passivhaus accredited 
experts and suppliers at this two 
day workshop - a partnership 
between the Passivhaus Trust 
and the National Self Build and 
Renovation Centre. Featuring 

practical workshops, guided 
educational tours and real life case 
studies this is an event not to be 
missed by anyone interested in 
Passivhaus.

2nd -10th May 2020
Grand Designs Live
Excel, London
The celebrated build show returns 
for 9 days of home improvement, 
design, self-build and more. 
Presented by design guru Kevin 
McCloud, the event offers top 
expert advice, innovative products 

and eco solutions for your home. 
You will also meet over 500 
companies across four project 
zones and get access to lots of live 
talks and demonstrations.

16th - 17th May 2020
The National Self Build & Renovation Show
Swindon
Find out first hand how your 
designs, lifestyle and specification 
choices could impact on your 
home’s energy performance. This 
day promises to answer all your 
design and planning questions, 
covering everything from the 

more traditional methods to more 
modern higher performance 
buildings. It will also cover 
legislative drivers and government 
initiatives as well as current 
incentives.

6th - 7th June 2020
Built It Live
Bicester
Live seminars, free expert one-on-
one advice, specialist workshops 
and more – ideal for prospective 
self-builders and renovators. 

Meet hundreds of manufacturers, 
suppliers, homebuilding companies 
and tradespeople to help visitors 
realise their dream home project.

13th June 2020
NSBRC Workshop: Building Systems & Project Management
Swindon
This event will look at the 
particulars that are required when 
building a high performance 
property or one that utilises natural 
materials. It will also cover the role 
that the self-builder plays in the 

construction process, whether it’s 
self project managing, package 
managing or using sub contractors 
– addressing the relative merits 
and drawbacks of each route.

DIARY DATES
Keep up to date with the latest trade events and shows 
to gain access to expert advice on your project

w w w .v a r d e s t o v e s . c o m
For more information or to view the full range of Varde 

woodburning stoves visit our website.

N O T H I N G 
W A R M S  B E T T E R

Your_Build_Varde_Vert_Spring_Issue_20.indd   1 30/01/2020   16:48
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KITCHEN
special

Over the next few pages we delve into the heart of the home: the 
kitchen. We highlight some stunning designs from a variety of 

unique companies, take a closer look at a beautiful case study from 
a 1960s modernist house, and gain insight from some experts on 

energy efficiency and electrical safety. We hope you enjoy!

Kitchen Special | Your Build 

Kitchen from the Linea range by Optiplan

YourBuild | Spring 2020  9 



Koivu
Koivu offer bespoke kitchens, manufactured 
using the highest quality Finnish plywood.
This material is created from sustainably 
forested birch trees and their kitchens

produce low VOC emissions.

www.koivu.co.uk 

}This Koivu design is made from birch 
plywood and Formica in Spectrum Yellow

Rational
Rational kitchens are designed and 
manufactured in Germany and sold throughout 
the UK via independent design studios. They 
designed this handle-less kitchen that combines 
the beauty of oiled split light oak veneer with 

sleek matt black units in a new Monolack finish.

www.rational.de/en

| The doors feature a chamfered top edge 
and a closed aluminium profile in black

Feast your eyes on this carefully 
curated selection of stunning 
kitchens, with each unique 
design offering fresh inspiration 
for the hub of the home.

Daval
The new Renzo kitchen by Daval, which is made 
from 100% recycled material, sits alongside its 
new accent colour, Hunter Green. The ultimate 
in eco-friendly design, Renzo is a new kitchen 
collection that remains true to its environmental 
credentials and high-fashion contemporary, 

urban style. 

www.daval-furniture.co.uk

| The Renzo collection is ideal for the 
eco-conscious consumer

design inspiration

10  YourBuild | Spring 2020
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Day True
The perfect marriage between dark industrial 
detailing and everyday practicality, the latest 
project from Day True highlights the company’s 
talent for reimagining, reconfiguring and 

redefining design in the kitchen and the home. 

www.daytrue.com

} Day True transformed a listed Islington 
townhouse into a contemporary and 
functional space

En Masse
En Masse created this showstopping 
cantilevered stainless steel island, with the 
steel structure set into the f loor. The resin 
and flooring were poured on top and the 
structure was clad in stainless steel to create 

the perfect seamless finish.

www.enmasseinteriors.co.uk

| Bespoke furniture designers En Masse 
created this sleek and minimalist kitchen

LochAnna
Boasting a rich colour palette and perfect blend 
of materials, LochAnna offers everything from 
gorgeous contemporary kitchens to classic 
country design. Their vision is to offer a service, 
product range and customer experience that is 

second to none.

www.lochannakitchens.co.uk

} LochAnna Kitchens’ products are 
beautifully crafted yet extremely affordable

Feature | Your Build 
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Utilising their fresh approach to kitchen design, Pluck created a 
beautifully bespoke and practical living space with a modernist aesthetic

I
n a 1960s modernist house in South West 

London, this kitchen feels spacious and 

light and yet it has a narrow footprint, 

occupying an area that was an adjacent 

alleyway.

Architect John Eger, founder of Eger 

Architects designed a wraparound extension 

that incorporated the old garden passageway 

into the core space of the ground floor and in 

doing so created an open plan, living kitchen 

dining room perfect for family life. 

The house was built on the site of a WWII 

bomb and integrating the alleyway meant 

the old internal wall of the bombed Victorian 

terrace became the new wall of the kitchen, 

which included two chimneys with recesses 

where former fireplaces had been. This threw-up 

particular challenges for the kitchen design and 

working with Pluck, John designed cabinetry 

that fitted the recesses of the existing walls. 

Pluck individually tailored each cabinet so the 

compact space could be used to its maximum 

potential; the result being that in this kitchen no 

two cabinets have the same dimensions.

Visually the homeowners wanted a kitchen 

that fitted with the modernist aesthetic. The 

cabinet doors are London Plane veneers and 

the timber was from a tree sourced locally and 

sustainably from a site within a mile of the 

project. Pluck carefully arranged the veneers to 

enhance the grain and texture of the wood.

Finishes were chosen to compliment 

the exposed London stock brickwork and 

new terracotta tiled f loor. Opting for a 

gently speckled warm grey Corian, means 

the worktop’s hard lines are softened in 

appearance. A set of shelving in Pluck’s Ruskin 

Blossom laminate acts as a divide between the 

kitchen and breakfast nook and adds a delicate 

pop of colour.

 � www.pluck.kitchen

  @pluckldn

Photography: Malcolm Menzies 

Pluck Kitchens | Case Study

MODERNIST
DESIGN

The kitchen on Horsford Road before Pluck's redesign
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Case Study | Pluck Kitchens

Details
Architect Eger Architects 
Builder Oliver Bremner 
Kitchen Pluck
Cooker/oven (s) Miele-H6360BP Oven
Steam oven Miele-DG6300 Steam Oven 
Warming drawer Miele-ESW6129 Sous 
Chef Warming Drawer 
Dishwasher Miele-G4990SCVI 
Fridge Freezer Miele-KFN37452iDE
Fridge Freezer 
Hob Miele-KM6839 Hob 
Sinks GEC Anderson, Series A,
prices on application (POA)
Main sink tap Grohe Concetto 32663001
Tap for ‘flower and art’ sink
Grohe Concetto 32661001
Flooring Dorset Woolliscroft flat red 
porcelain floor tiles 
Wall tiles/splashback/upstand
Warm Grey Corian by Du Pont
Worktops Warm Grey Corian by Du Pont

YourBuild | Spring 2020  13 
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W
e’re becoming 

increasingly aware 

of the impact 

that our daily 

lifestyles have on 

the environment 

and we’re keen to adapt in order to reduce this. 

So if you’re taking on a kitchen renovation, start 

as you mean to go on and incorporate energy-

efficient elements where you can. 

A-plus appliances 
Amongst the many important decisions when 

taking on a kitchen renovation is choosing 

which kitchen appliances to go for. Choosing 

an energy efficient appliance could help you to 

make significant savings whilst also reducing 

your impact on the environment. However, it’s 

important to do your research in advance so 

that you can make an educated decision that is 

right for you and your home. Whilst the highest 

possible energy rating for an appliance is A+++, 

you should also consider the consumption 

habits of your household. If you choose a 

washing machine simply for its positive energy 

rating yet its capacity size is much bigger than 

required, then you’ll be using more energy that 

you need. 

Introduction to induction 
Induction hobs are incredibly energy efficient 

as they are designed to not waste any heat. Their 

clever mechanism of heating can mean that a 

pan of water will boil in almost half the time of 

a gas equivalent. This type of appliance can give 

you an extra level of control over your cooking, 

especially when it comes to making delicate 

adjustments to the temperature, which is crucial 

for caramelising, searing or simmering.

Hot water taps 
A hot water tap provides an energy efficient 

and safe solution to accessing instant boiling 

water. Typically, kettles are overfilled so you’ll be 

boiling more water than you need, but with an 

instant tap, you’ll only use the desired amount, 

meaning no energy or water is wasted. It also 

means that you’ll be able to have a cup of tea 

brewing in no time.

Storage for recycling bins 
Nothing looks more unsightly than a beautiful 

new kitchen with a cluttered recycling bin 

overflowing in the corner. Allow your kitchen to 

operate with the environment front of mind, but 

still looking stunning and stylish. At the design 

stage, speak to your kitchen designer about the 

option of having a dedicated storage cupboard as 

a home for your built-in recycling bins.

 � www.optiplankitchens.com 

  @OptiplanKitchen

Andy Briggs, resident interior designer at Optiplan Kitchens, offers some tips 
on how to make considerate choices in the kitchen design stage

Industry Insight | Your Build

Designing AN
ENERGY EFFICIENT 

kitchen

“Induction hobs are 
incredibly energy efficient 
as they are designed to not 

waste any heat”
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ELECTRICAL SAFETY
    in the kitchen

Darren Staniforth, Senior Group Technical Presenter at regulatory body 
NICEIC, offers expert advice on dealing with electrics in the kitchen

A 
kitchen renovation is the 

perfect opportunity to make 

a real design statement, 

but with more than one in 

three Brits saying they’ve 

had an electrical accident in 

the kitchen, it’s imperative any restructuring 

or design work is carried out with caution, 

especially when it comes to electrical safety. 

The combination of water, hot surfaces and 

electricity can make the kitchen a high-risk 

location for fires. There are, however, a number 

of precautions you can take to keep yourself and 

your home as safe as possible. 

Use an expert
A simple way to meet any building 

requirements is to use a contractor who is 

registered with a Competent Person Scheme 

such as NICEIC. They will be able to self-certify 

any work and notify the local building control 

department on your behalf.

Safe installation 
Before having a new kitchen fitted out, take 

the time to rectify any electrics that need to be 

fixed or improved. This may call for a complete 

rewire, which your registered electrician will be 

able to carry out. 

Sockets and switches 
Electrical sockets and switches should always 

be fitted at a safe distance away from any water 

sources. This should be at least 30cm horizontally 

from a sink to avoid any chance of water coming 

into contact with the electrics. Sockets should also 

be easily accessible, but if built-in appliances such 

as dishwashers, washing machines and fridges 

are fitted under worktops, accessing the sockets 

may be difficult. Ideally, these appliances should 

be controlled by a switched fuse connection unit 

mounted above the worktop where you can easily 

reach it and turn them off when necessary.

Avoid overloading
Avoid overloading sockets as this can lead to 

overheating which has been known to cause 

fires. For example, countertop appliances such 

as microwaves and kettles use a high amount of 

power, which can put strain on the circuits. The use 

of extension leads and adapters should also be kept 

to a minimum. If you don’t have enough sockets, 

then call in a register electrician to fit more. 

Let in the light 
Task efficient lighting is important for the 

kitchen, such as built-in ceiling spotlights 

or under cabinet spotlights for tasks such as 

food preparation. It is advised to use IP rated 

lighting in some areas of the kitchen. Sensitive 

areas are located around the sink and above 

cookers where there are increased amounts of 

steam and moisture.

Never attempt to carry out electrical work 

yourself. A registered electrician, such as those 

with NICEIC, will be able to carry out electrical 

work such as fitting plug sockets and installing 

new lighting. This way, you can rest assured 

know all work has been carried out safely and to 

required standards

 � www.niceic.com

  @ officialNICEIC

Your Build | Industry Insight
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A
t the beginning of the year, 

German kitchen company 

Rotpunkt, began its global 

campaign to take action 

against climate change and 

implement new measures 

at its production sites in Bünde and Getmold in 

Germany, to ensure that the manufacture of its 

kitchens is 100% carbon neutral. 

Matt Phillips, Head of UK Operations at 

Rotpunkt explained, “A consistent focus on 

environmental and social sustainability is the 

foundation for successful corporate development 

and as we enter a new era of global change, 

Rotpunkt welcomes the scope to evolve both brand 

and business and use ‘change as an opportunity’.”

“Aiming to set new standards within the 

kitchen furniture industry, our motivation is 

to produce kitchens as ethically as possible, 

which is why we have committed to 100% 

carbon neutral production with absolutely no 

compromise on quality or design. Our research 

shows that eco-credentials are a growing 

concern to the modern homeowner and our 

pledge for sustainable kitchen manufacture in 

2020 is just one way we can reduce our carbon 

footprint and answer the growth for ethical 

consumerism” said Matt.

The interior design industry continues 

to tackle the debate on pollution, carbon 

emissions and climate change, and this has led 

to consumers becoming increasingly aware of 

the provenance and environmental impact of 

product design in the home. 

“As a premium kitchen manufacturer, we 

recognise our influence and ability to impact 

market-change, which is why the production of 

sustainable furniture solutions has become an 

integral part of our past and future brand and 

business methodology. We want to bring this 

same level of stimulus to our UK retail network so 

they can help their customers make better choices 

and become part of Rotpunkt’s ‘climate action 

solution’,” said Matt.

Rotpunkt strongly believes that the furniture 

industry [and humanity] is on a precipice, 

which is why it has implemented change to 

accommodate this new generation of homeowner 

so the market can effectively navigate the 

uncertainty of climate change-related 

consequences and anticipate plans for future 

eco-oriented property development.

 � www.rotpunktuk.com

With their 100% carbon neutral manufacture, are Rotpunkt’s 
designs the future of sustainable kitchens?

Sustainable
KITCHEN DESIGN

Industry Insight | Your Build
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Victoria Harrison, Editor at Houzz.co.uk, talks to REES Architects to find out 
how they transformed a tired victorian house with a smart extension

B
y reconfiguring the ground 

f loor of this Victorian terrace 

and extending out into the 

garden, Daniel Rees of Rees 

Architects, a professional on 

home improvement platform 

Houzz.co.uk, has carved out a bright new 

space in which each member of the family can 

comfortably live and work. 

“The owners contacted us through Houzz, 

as they’d seen our profile and liked a previous 

project and our reviews, and wanted to talk 

about how we could help them transform their 

own home,” Daniel says. “Clients will often find 

my photos and previous work on the website, 

so when they approach me, they’ve done lots of 

research, and we’re often a good match for each 

other, as they already know the sort of work I 

do and the areas I cover.”

“With this project, I started by asking the 

owners questions about how they live, how they 

use the space, what their jobs are, and so on. 

We then did a survey at the property, looked at 

relevant planning policies, and put together a 

concept design based on the results,” he says. 

Rather than rip down the existing extension 

and knock out the back wall of the house to 

create a totally open space, Daniel took a more 

careful approach that worked with the existing 

structure and preserved some of the property’s 

charm. “We wanted to keep some original 

features and bring as much light into the house 

as possible,” he says.

By removing the rear window and building 

the extension around the existing back wall, 

Daniel created the feeling of an open-plan 

REES Architects | Case Study

SPACIOUS
BRIGHT
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Case Study | REES Architects

space while actually retaining two individual 

rooms. He moved the kitchen into the old 

dining room and positioned it underneath the 

internal ‘window’, making it feel much more 

spacious and connected to the rest of the house.

“When you build an extension, you always 

create a dark area in the middle of the house,” 

he says, “so we try to ensure the more liveable 

spaces are positioned next to the garden. 

Having glass doors leading outside connects the 

dining area to the patio and makes the room 

feel bigger.”

At the back of the kitchen, a glass door leads 

into a utility space. Locating this ‘service room’ 

in the darker part of the house allowed Daniel 

to move the cooking and dining areas out into 

the light-filled extension.

“There are a few different layers of light designed 

into the space,” he says. “We fitted pendant lights 

over the table and above the sink, as well as strip 

lighting under the kitchen cabinets.

Natural light is maximised through the 

inclusion of two large, triple-glazed rooflights, 

as well as the glazing on the back of the 

extension.

“One of my favourite elements of this space 

is the amount of natural daylight in it,” Daniel 

says, “and I think the way the area is divided up 

now works really well.”

Inspired by this renovation? Take a look 

at Houzz.co.uk today to get design ideas, 

find professionals near you and hire with 

confidence.

 � www.houzz.co.uk

  @HouzzUK

YourBuild | Spring 2020  19 

http://www.houzz.co.uk


ENERGY
EFFICIENT fires

A 
fireplace creates the perfect 

focal point in any self-build, 

and if you are after a year-

round glow, an electric fire 

makes an ideal solution. 

Perfect for taking the chill 

off summer evenings or creating a homely 

atmosphere in winter, there is an electric stove or 

fire for every home.  

Aside from its year-round heat and ambience, 

there are a host of energy and efficiency benefits 

from many of today’s electric fireplaces – the first 

benefit being keeping installation costs down. 

An electric stove or fire does not require a 

functioning chimney – in fact, these appliances 

only need connection to the mains to operate. 

This ease of installation allows you to keep 

building costs down as needed for your build 

or renovation, giving you scope to make your 

fireplace as simple or as grand as you like within 

your budget. Some electric fires can be simply 

hung on the wall, whilst others only require 

placing in the optimum position in your room.

Electric fires are now also required to meet 

Ecodesign efficiency standards, meaning that the 

savings do not stop at installation costs. Many 

electric appliances now have intelligent control 

features to minimise wasted energy, allowing you 

to save on energy usage and get the best efficiencies 

from your fire. For example, you will find many 

electric stoves now come with programmable timer 

controls or thermostatic handsets, which allow an 

electric fire to run at the most efficient levels. One 

such example is the eReflex electric fire range from 

Gazco, which has seen a host of features added to 

its functionality so that it complies with Ecodesign 

and works at optimum energy-saving levels.

One of the features that may be included to make 

an electric fire compliant with Ecodesign efficiency 

standards is adaptive start control. Adaptive start 

control initiates heating on an optimal start-up 

time so that the fire reaches a certain temperature 

at a chosen time using the minimum amount 

of energy required. So for example, to achieve a 

comfortable room temperature of 20oC by 6pm 

when you return home from work, the adaptive 

start control will predict the optimum time to 

switch on, rather than it being heated up too early 

from estimating a rough start-up time incorrectly.

Some electric fires will vary their output of heat 

and power, in order to control the temperature 

of the room in the most energy efficient manner. 

This means that the appliance will reduce the 

heat output when the temperature is close to the 

desired temperature, and intelligently controls 

the heat to maintain the desired temperature.

One of the most innovative features that you may 

find on an electric fire is open window detection. 

Some electric fires will now be able to detect a 

sudden temperature drop, such as that caused 

by an open window. In the case of the eReflex 

fire from Gazco for example, a drop of 4oC or 

more within five minutes will prompt the fire to 

automatically switch off its heating function in 

order to save energy, whilst still displaying striking 

flame visuals for ambience in the home.

 � www.stovax.com

  @stovaxgazco 
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The richly detailed brickwork on this ‘Arts and Crafts’ inspired home finishes the exterior with 
a glorious contemporary twist, making Northcot’s handmade bricks integral to the build

T
he Orchard is a new two-storey 

family house in the London 

Borough of Lambeth, which 

was built to fit into a narrow 

infill plot on the site of a 

disused garage.

Situated along a terrace of five architecturally 

distinct houses, it followed the building line of 

an original Edwardian terrace, referencing the 

surrounding Victorian and Edwardian brick villas, 

whilst reflecting the scale and highly eclectic 

architecture of the modern adjoining properties. 

The big vision was to push the boundaries 

of urban design by building a contemporary 

interpretation of the Arts & Crafts movement, 

which combined 21st century energy and 

environmental performance with a commitment to 

traditional craftsmanship and urban horticulture.

Inspired by the English vernacular, particularly 

‘Deanery Garden in Sonning, Berkshire’ by Edwin 

Lutyens, the Orchard was almost entirely hand 

built by the owner Will Anderson, who wanted 

to create a home “where the building crafts 

shine: richly detailed and alive with the beauty of 

natural materials”.  

This was a handcrafted approach, which took 

a delight in the choice of materials. Will learned 

numerous trades to undertake the joinery, 

plastering, stained glass, ceramics and some 

of the brickwork himself. Reclaimed materials 

included rare woods for the parquet flooring with 

each room using a different wood and pattern.

Co-designed by architects Constructive 

Individuals using the principles and software 

of the Passivhaus movement, and built from 

sustainable materials, the timber-framed 

structure boasts high levels of insulation and 

airtightness, with an annual space heating 

demand of only 1570 kWh. A comfortable energy 

efficient indoor environment was achieved with 

triple-glazed timber windows and doors, solar 

panels and a natural ventilation system. 

Two rooms (the ground floor porch/larder and 

first floor oak-framed conservatory) were kept 

outside the heated building envelope, creating an 

opportunity to use traditional building methods 

and pursue the arts and crafts aesthetic with 

single glazed leaded windows and intricate brick 

bonds, whilst not adversely affecting the thermal 

performance of the living space contained within 

the main building fabric.

An integral part of the vision was the brick 

detailing on the front elevation, which formed 

a visual link with the neighbouring Victorian 

The Orchard | Case Study
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Case Study | The Orchard

properties and the contemporary street scene. 

Traditionally made by hand, Northcot’s Silver 

Grey bricks and matching specials had an 

irregular artisan appearance and texture. Their 

finely variegated orange, red and silver tones 

complemented the blue-white of the lime mortar 

and the glazed cool blue-green handmade 

Portuguese porcelain tiles around the windows.

The brickwork was mostly in stretcher bond, 

except for areas outside the insulated building 

envelope, which were built from solid brick 

without a cavity. These extended upwards 

from the porch to the base of the first-floor 

conservatory in a Flemish Garden Wall bond, 

which featured much darker brick headers in a 

simple, attractive pattern.

Will Anderson said: “The Orchard was inspired 

by the desire to create an authentic Arts and 

Crafts home, alive with the beauty of traditional 

and richly detailed materials. The chromatic 

subtleties of Northcot’s silver grey handmade 

bricks, with their delicate combination of 

orange-red tones dusted with fine grey sand, 

were integral to the uniqueness and sheer visual 

pleasure of this labour of love.”

 � www.northcotbrick.co.uk

  @northcotbrick
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GRAND DESIGNS LIVE
2nd-10th May 2020, ExCeL

The celebrated build show returns for nine days of home 
improvement, design, self-build and more!

F
rom the 2 – 10 May 2020, 

ExCeL will play host to Grand 

Designs Live; bringing the very 

best of home design, build and 

innovation to London. With over 

500 companies covering four key 

areas of a large scale project (Build, Kitchens 

& Bathrooms, Interiors and Gardens), there’s 

something to source ideas, products and suppliers 

from, for every home, however big or small.

Design guru and presenter of the iconic Grand 

Designs TV show, Kevin McCloud, will be 

hosting the event and providing a number of key 

talks on the live theatre stage. Other highlights 

from the theatre will include the likes of “Meet 

the Grand Designers”, welcoming back those 

who built their homes on the show, to give their 

top tips and provide a deeper insight into their 

projects. There will also be a range of industry 

experts covering topics such as self-build 

simplified, how to get the best out of your builder 

and the key to building relationships between 

building professionals and clients.

In association with The National Custom 

and Self Build Association (NaCSBA), Grand 

Designs Live will play host to National 

Custom & Self Build Week, which will include 

specialised live talks across the exhibition, plus 

tailored advice in a drop-in clinic.

Kevin’s Green Heroes, celebrating the most 

ground-breaking and eco-friendly products on the 

market, will return for its 10th year. For London 

2020, Kevin will select five new heroes to showcase 

their products, plus invite a selection to return 

from over the years, to see where they are now.

Another popular feature at the event is the Ask 

an Expert area, which as the name suggests, is a 

place to ask any burning questions, discuss project 

plans, or get advice. With 12 categories to choose 

from and over 1,800 appointments available, 

visitors can book slots on the event website in 

advance or on a first-come-first-serve basis on 

the day. Categories include architecture, finance, 

design, project management and self-build.

There are also a number of brand new features 

making their debut at this year’s event. The 

Innovation Trail will give visitors a way to 

discover the most ground-breaking innovative 

products and services located at the event. Plus 

for those looking for interior inspiration, the room 

sets will do just the trick. Six designers will create 

inspirational designs for “The Great British Box 

Room”, a small, sometimes abandoned room with 

the home. Take home supplier names, ideas and 

even cast a vote for your favourite.

For a great day out offering hundreds of original 

ideas for the home, free advice and educational 

sessions, book your free weekday ticket by quoting 

YBUILD. Alternatively if you cannot attend during 

the week, weekend tickets are reduced to just £10.

 � https://gdllondon.seetickets.com/tour/

grand-designs-live-excel

Your Build | Grand Designs Live
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Northern Design Duo | Interview

We meet the co-curators from the home and garden event that 
promises to be a northern design ‘powerhouse’

NORTHERN 
DESIGN Duo

meets

26  YourBuild | Spring 2020



S
ome of the North’s best makers and designers are among more than 100 exhibitors 

who have signed up for the Rheged Home & Garden Show 2020 (13-15 March 

2020) – the Lake District-based event that is being billed as the only one of its kind 

in the UK.

 Curated by two industry aficionados, Interior Designer Maureen Whitemore and 

Garden Designer Liz Newport, the packed three-day event will cover everything 

a homeowner could need for their new build, extension, restoration or garden project, including 14 

free expert talks and a series of 12 hands-on workshops.

The pairing of northern design experts Maureen and Liz is part of the show’s draw, with their 

individual talent, style and expertise merging to create an exciting offering. Maureen is the owner 

of Whitemore & Thwaytes, an interior design company based in Penrith, with a staff of eight 

including interior designers, a full-time lighting designer, and a workroom team. Meanwhile, Liz 

runs garden design business Buzy Lizzie alongside landscaping company Wildroof Landscapes, 

with her husband Phil.

We caught up with the talented co-curators to chat about all things home and garden. 

How did you get into the home & 
garden design industry? 
Maureen: I started in the industry over fifty 

years ago as a holiday job in a soft furnishing 

workroom, which led to a career travelling 

the world holding seminars at trade and retail 

shows, writing books, TV work, training, 

inspiring the trade and talented homeowners 

and helping to create beautiful homes – a 

distant cry from my original choice of career as 

a physiotherapist. Far from thoughts of retiring, 

I am passionate about latest ideas, products, 

technology and trends – a frequent visitor to 

major design trade shows. Amongst all that I 

have somehow bought up five children too!

Liz: In my adult life, I have always loved 

renovating old houses with my husband Phil. 

Following a brush with cancer and several 

months of chemotherapy (mostly spent in my 

garden) I decided that I wanted a change of 

direction from my science background so went 

back to college to learn about Garden Design. 

Redundancy beckoned for Phil and it was an 

opportunity for the whole family to ‘downshift’ to 

Cumbria and build gardens for a living. We soon 

found that the majority of our clients wanted a 

complete ‘Design & Build’ solution (which was 

easy given Phil’s engineering background) and 

that was where the journey began.

What is the most important 
consideration when designing a home?
Maureen: When I design a home for a client, 

it’s vital to get on their wavelength so that I 

can work alongside them to create a home they 

really love.

Liz: A ‘sense of place’ alongside an in depth 

understanding of the client’s tastes and 

requirements.

Interview | Northern Design Duo

Liz Newport (l) and 
Maureen Whitemore (r)
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What advice do you have for a self-
builder who is building their home 
and garden from scratch? 
Maureen: Ask the experts! This can save you 

time, money, frustration - and exhaustion - 

with a much better end result.

Liz: Draw your garden to scale to make sure 

everything will fit, visit local suppliers for 

the latest plants and materials as well as 

making sure that you understand the garden 

orientation and type of soil.

You have been working together to 
curate the upcoming Rheged Home & 
Garden Show 2020. How did the idea 
for the show come about? 
Maureen: Liz and I joined forces with Rheged 

and Cumbria Life to bring a fabulous Home & 

Garden Show to the North of England in 2015, 

so this will be our 6th show. We knew that for 

our clients the hardest part of renovating or 

moving was finding the right people and products 

to do the work required and coordinating its 

progress. This was the perfect basis for our show 

and a wonderful opportunity to shine a light 

on the talent in this part of the world. We use 

our expertise to select the very best exhibitors, 

speakers and demonstrators in their fields 

Northern Design Duo | Interview
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brought together at Rheged, a stunning venue 

close to the junction 40 of the M6 near Penrith.

Liz: We carefully curate the show to ensure all 

aspects complement each other and provide 

a broad range of ideas for visitors. Longer 

term these exhibitors often work together 

on projects. Each year we source at least 

30% new exhibitors to keep the show fresh 

and interesting, whether it’s how to design a 

garden or use the latest technology to control 

everything from lighting and heating when you 

are away from home. The event has become a 

huge part of our lives and it’s important to us 

to bring together the very best. We see people 

who have come to previous shows having found 

a piece of land and have used the opportunity 

to find everyone they needed to create the home 

and garden of their dreams – perfect.

What are you most excited about 
at the show?
Maureen: This year I am really excited about 

our Home Build Question Time in a similar 

format to the Gardeners Question Time with 

the wonderful broadcaster Eric Robson. Our 

panel will be made up of real hands-on experts 

in designing, building, eco heating, planning 

(always a tough one in the Lakes) and a money 

expert. The masterclasses give visitors a chance 

to have a go and learn a skill or watch a demo; 

free theatre talks give the opportunity to learn 

from the experts. Sadly, I won’t have time to go 

to any of the masterclasses or talks – the worst 

part about being a curator! 

Liz: Every year there are unexpected 

opportunities and collaborations between 

exhibitors, so I am excited to see what 

‘germinates’ this year! The show also puts a 

huge amount back into the local economy.

 � www.whitemoreandthwaytes.co.uk

 � www.buzylizzie.co.uk

 � www.wildroof.co.uk

Interview | Northern Design Duo
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clients the hardest part 

of renovating or moving 
was finding the right 

people and products to 
do the work required and 

coordinating its progress”
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BESPOKE DOORS
    for your home

For over a decade, Kloeber has offered self-builders, home improvers and developers a range of 
bespoke glazing solutions, helping them select the perfect doors and windows for their unique projects

C
hanging your front door is a 

cost effective way to improve 

the look of your property 

and add kerb appeal. Market 

leader, Kloeber, offer a wide 

range of bespoke doors and 

windows to self-builders and home improvers. 

Specialising in providing its clients with the 

full package, it offers a VIP service from the 

initial meeting and showroom visit, through to 

liaising with architects and builders involved 

in the project. The company will also conduct 

a detailed site survey to guarantee the perfect 

installation service, carried out by their in-

house fitting teams.

With a wide range of doors on offer, Kloeber’s 

most popular design is the award-winning 

FunkyFront entrance door system. You can 

choose from 45 panel styles in their timber range 

(with oak or hardwood options) and 11 panel 

styles in aluminium. With numerous frame 

options, ironmongery and factory finishing in a 

range of stains or any RAL colour, you can create 

your own truly unique entrance door.

For those with a traditional or period 

home, Kloeber offer the KlassicFront  timber 

entrance door range. The KlassicFront range 

offers heritage style door panels, frames and 

ironmongery. Available in 13 panel styles in 

oak or hardwood they can be factory finished 

in over 200 RAL colours. 

If you are looking for a mid-century style door 

then RetroFront could be the perfect choice. 

With 14 panel styles, clear, opaque or stained 

glass options and a choice of any RAL colour, 

RetroFront will appeal to those looking for mid-

century style with 21st century performance.

Kloeber entrance doors are sold as a complete 

system with frame, glass, handles, hinges 

and locks, there are no hidden costs and with 

Secured by Design certification, these doors 

provide you with complete peace of mind. If 

you would like to match your door with the 

exterior and interior of your home, then you 

can choose the dual colour option. All doors 

can be delivered as supply only or Kloeber can 

offer a full fitting service.

 ✆ 01487 740044

 1 info@kloeber.co.uk

 � www.kloeber.co.uk

Your Build | Industry Insight
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“Alexa: WHAT'S NEXT
IN SMART HOMES?”

F
or years, homeowners have been 

able to customise the aspects 

of their home using their smart 

devices, so what’s next?

As homes become smarter, 

bringing greater benefits, so will 

heating systems. Many smart heating systems 

are designed so users can easily control their 

thermostat directly from an app on their phone, 

and the benefits are continuing to grow. The 

Internet of Things (IoT), allows home owners to 

control their heating wherever and whenever, 

and schedule heating for when you wake up or 

arrive back. This saves money and time, while 

improving comfort. 

To reduce energy consumption and heating bills, 

connectivity, reliability and overall performance 

are all crucial. However, there are a number of 

new functions that are fast becoming a necessity.

Smart Rooms
Today we demand personalisation. The next 

stage for heating is control and scheduling 

in each room independently. From a comfort 

point of view, each room should be at different 

temperatures – the bedroom cooler and the 

bathroom warmer. We control our lights switch-

to-switch and we control our water tap-to-tap – 

why don’t we control our heat room-to-room. 

Traditional thermostats and radiator controls 

simply aren’t efficient or measurable. A smart 

room thermostat, multi-room system measures 

and controls the temperature of each room and 

has a huge impact on comfort, convenience and 

energy bills. Smart heating systems now enable 

users to personalise their home environment 

according to their needs by allowing them to 

control the temperature and schedule in their 

home completely independently. 

Smart Usability
With the explosion of apps, it’s now possible 

to take control of at-home appliances including 

heating, lighting and entertainment systems. 

Not only does this make it easier for individuals 

to control their appliances, for heating in 

particular it allows individuals to take control of 

their energy on the go to reduce their long-term 

energy consumption. 

Now, however, heating is joining the smart 

home assistant (Google Assistant & Amazon 

Alexa, etc.) revolution. Controlling heating with 

voice commands makes it easier than ever. You 

can now ask them to set your heating at a certain 

temperature, increase/decrease the heating and 

check what temperature your home is at. 

Smart Analysis
Next generation heating solutions also provide 

complete insight into usage and self-improve. 

How does room temperature naturally change 

during the day, how does occupancy cause 

levels to f luctuate, and what is optimal? Today’s 

systems enable the kind of insight that is crucial 

in a data driven world.

Today pioneering smart heating system, come as 

a single solution, linking radiators and thermostats 

through IoT technology, while a phone app 

provides convenience and control and analytics 

continuation optimises cost and comfort. These 

solutions allow users to monitor the temperatures 

of individual rooms and change them remotely via 

their smartphone, wherever they are.

Home improvers may now be striving for 

smarter, more connected homes, but they want 

something that’s plug and play. Smart heating 

systems fit the bill as they have no wires, no 

installation and no mess and of course are better 

for the environment. Adopting technology 

like this is necessary if people want to reduce 

their energy consumption in the future. The 

most modern heating solutions will be key in 

facilitating smarter, more energy efficient homes 

for the benefit of our wallets and our planet.

 � www.se.com

  @SchneiderUK
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Nico van der Merwe, VP of Home & Distribution at Schneider Electric, talks smarter heating systems

“To reduce energy 
consumption and

heating bills, connectivity, 
reliability and overall 

performance are
all crucial”
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AWARD 
WINNER

The award-winning Ecodesign 
Nordpeis ME represents over 30 years 

of quality Norwegian design and 
technical expertise, guaranteeing the 
finest standards in heating technology.

‘BEST STOVE’

Find out more at: nordpeis.co.uk/me

www.nordpeis.co.uk/retailers
Find your nearest retailer by visiting:
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Moments for a Lifetime

”

”

www.lotusstoves.comwww.lotusstoves.com

Far from being merely a souce of heat, the Lotus range of woodburning stoves and fireplace 

inserts offer a stylish mode of expression in an exquisite and luxurious design! For more 

information visit www.lotusfires.com
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HIGH EFFICIENCY
WOOD STOVES

D
ik Geurts is the brand name 

for the wood fires and 

stoves that are designed and 

manufactured by DRU. 2020 

sees the launch of two new 

freestanding stove models.

Lars 1000 is a 1 metre high replacement for 

the existing 800 and 900 models. The new 

features include a useful built-in warming 

oven above the fire compartment for bread, 

pizzas and other snacks.

Lars 1000 has a 6-kW heat output with 82% 

energy efficiency and an A+ energy rating. 

It is designed for freestanding use in many 

locations around the home.

Jannik Large is a new version of this 

compact range of stoves, designed for 

freestanding or chimney installation. A new 

feature is the elegant, slimline handle, which 

can be ordered as an optional accessory. It 

has an 8-kW heat output with 87% energy 

efficiency and an A+ energy rating.

Both stoves are Ecodesign 2022 ready and have 

the option of external air connection for clean 

burning and high efficiency. This also makes 

them suitable for modern, well-insulated homes.

They are available from approved DRU 

fireplace dealers throughout the UK.

 � www.drufire.com

DRU announces new high efficiency Dik Geurts wood stoves

Your Build | DRU

Jannik Large

Lars 1000

34  YourBuild | Spring 2020

http://www.drufire.com


The National Self Build 
& Renovation Centre

Self build courses
Over 250 exhibitors
Advice from experts

Eco & design workshops
Self build shows with free seminars
Guided educational tours

MORE INFO & FREE TICKETS AT
WWW.NSBRC.CO.UK
0345 223 4455 National Self Build & Renovation Centre

The home of 
Self Build

Custom Build 
& Renovation

The UK’s 
ONLY permanent 

visitor centre for self builders, 
custom builders and renovators

J16, M4 
Swindon

Open 
Tuesday 

to Sunday 
10:00-17:30 
FREE entry!

“The essential place to get help and 

advice on self building your own home” 

NSBRC Visitor

A unique and inspiring resource, the NSBRC is here to help provide you with the 
knowledge and support you need during your homebuilding project.
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THE BIGGEST
Homebuilding & Renovating

EVENT IN THE UK
The National Homebuilding & Renovating Show is a must for anyone thinking of building 

their dream home, or extending, renovating or converting their existing home

A 
visit to the Show, taking place 

at the NEC Birmingham, 

from the 26-29 March, will 

give you all the practical tips 

and inspiring advice you need 

to get your project started, as 

well as providing access to some of the latest and 

innovative products on the market on display 

across the 4 halls. 

Show features include:
18 Daily Seminars in both the Home 

Improvement & Self-Build Theatre - Whether 

you want to find out how to create a low energy 

home, hear mistakes to avoid with your self-build 

project or gain design ideas, our free seminars 

provide a wealth of knowledge that you won’t 

find elsewhere. 

50 Masterclasses - Don’t miss our extensive 

Masterclass Theatre timetable for your 

opportunity to gain that all-important specialist 

knowledge to help with your home project.

500+ Exhibitors - showcasing 1000’s of 

products and services. No where else can you 

compare so many premium products and 

services in one place. 

The Advice Centre - enjoy a free 15 minute 

consultation with an expert from the 

Homebuilding & Renovating Magazine, an 

independent RIBA registered Architect, an 

FMB accredited Builder, a Planner from Foxley 

Tagg Planning Limited, Buildstore’s Finance 

Specialist or Self-Build Zone’s Insurance & 

Warranties Advisor.

Appointments can only be booked on the day so 

arrive early to book your free impartial one-to-

one advice. 

The Land Hub - brought to you by Plotfinder & 

Potton discover everything you need to know 

about buying and selling a building plot.

The Magazine & Plotfinder Stand - offering 

show only subscription offers to Homebuilding 

& Renovating, Period Living and Real Homes 

Magazines as well as subscriptions to plotfinder.net.

Tricks of the Trade Stage - listen to the team from 

DIY Doctor explain & demonstrate some of the 

top DIY tasks from fitting laminate f looring, 

hanging a door to skim plastering. 

New for 2020
The John Lewis Design Lounge - Let the John 

Lewis team help you find interior looks and styles 

for your home. To book a 30 minute appointment 

at the show visit the what's on section of the 

website homebuildingshow.co.uk/national 

Come away from the National Homebuilding 

& Renovating Show inspired, confident and 

motivated!

To get 2 FREE TICKETS worth £36* visit 

 � homebuildingshow.co.uk/yourbuildnec 

Terms and conditions 

*Offer expires 3pm 25 March 2020. Saving 

based on one day door price ticket. Children 16 

and under go free.

Your Build | Homebuilding & Renovating Show
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OFFICIAL SPONSOR

March 26-29
NEC, Birmingham

Excellence Through Experience

ImproveExtend Renovate Self-Build

*Offer expires 3pm 25 March 2020. Saving based on one day door price ticket. Children 16 and under go free.  

To get 2 FREE TICKETS worth £36* to the 
National Homebuilding & Renovating Show, visit 

homebuildingshow.co.uk/yourbuildnec

Get inspired.  
Get advice.  
Get going.
Find out how at the 
Homebuilding & 
Renovating Show

SHOW HIGHLIGHTS
• 3 Theatres - Home Improvement,  

Masterclass and Self-Build

• 500+ Exhibitors 

• The Advice Centre

• The Land Hub

• The Magazine Stand 

• Tricks of the Trade Stage

For more information visit  
homebuildingshow.co.uk/national



Are you going green?
The continual need to be eco-friendly ensures we 
consider integrating renewable energy wherever 
possible. Warm water underfl oor heating can be used 
with any heat source including standard gas and oil 
boilers, range cookers and renewable, or green, 
technologies such as ground and air source heat pumps. 
Reducing running costs with a heat pump and warm 
water underfl oor heating is the perfect solution: warm 
water underfl oor heating is typically around 25% more 
e�  cient than a modern radiator system thanks to 
working at much lower fl ow temperatures than radiators, 
making it an ideal match for heat pumps or solar thermal 
technologies. We are more than happy to advise and 
guide you in your decisions for a greener, healthier 
and eco sensitive future!

Feel the di� erence with Nu-Heat
With over a quarter of a century’s experience in designing, 
supplying and supporting underfl oor heating and renewable 
energy solutions for our nation’s homes, Nu-Heat are 
acknowledged as experts within our industry. We pride 
ourselves on our technical knowledge, award-winning 
customer service and innovative products and invite you 
to join us to feel the di� erence.

For more information call one of our specialist advisors on 
01404 540700 for a free, no obligation consultation.

www.nu-heat.co.uk

#FeelTheDi� erence

You’re a perfectionist? No problem, so are we! 
You demand product and service excellence! 
So do we. Sounds like you have found your 
perfect match? We like to think so.

Demand...

…the best, in the bespoke design for your home, the quality 
of product, and our customer service – before, during and 
after installation. 

Enjoy...

…the feeling of independence with no radiators to cramp your 
style, the ability to enjoy your home in warmth and comfort, and 
the awareness you have created the healthiest environment for 
your family with no radiator dust traps.

Relax...

…with confi dence, knowing that you have chosen the perfect 
heating system for your home, which is backed by lengthy product 
warranties and a lifetime of support if you need advice 
on any aspect of your system. 

We listen and respond
We listen to what our customers tell us, valuing and nurturing 
all of our customers as individuals, tailoring the support we 
o� er to meet their needs throughout the build and beyond. 
Listening shapes our product development, leading to innovative 
technologies that provide the heating solutions you need.

Underfl oor heating is the perfect solution for new builds and 
renovations - whatever the age of your property, there is an 
underfl oor heating system just waiting to change your life. 
Our bespoke solutions allow you to love your home and live 
in cosy, toasty comfort. 

An excellent solution for the

perfextionist

Perfexcellence. It’s our middle name. Whether it’s our 
bespoke designs or our customer care, we always deliver 
the best possible underfl oor heating solution. It’s what 
makes you happy, your toes toasty, and every corner 
of your home uncompromisingly cosy.

To feel the di  erence visit nu-heat.co.uk
or call 01404 540700.
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Your Build | The Latest Products

MADE-TO-ORDER RADIUS GUTTER FROM RAINCLEAR
Sometimes you need to replace a radius gutter 

(guttering that follows the shape of a circular 

roof line) on a renovation project, or you may 

need one made for a new build project. The 

original pattern for ‘sand casting’ of a specific 

Cast Iron radius gutter may be long gone, but 

we can use the pieces you still have to create 

new ‘patterns’ and cast new matching radius 

gutters for you. This is known as a ‘True Cast’ 

Radius Gutter. 

In another case you may be allowed to 

replace the original Cast Iron radius gutters 

with Cast Aluminium - Aluminium is less 

expensive lighter to install and does not need 

to be painted regularly to last 25-40years 

environment dependent. In this case we can 

arrange for a new pattern to be made from 

the pieces that need to be replaced and/or 

from measurements and calculations from 

plans of the current roof line. And cast new 

replacement Aluminium radius gutters for 

you. Cast Aluminium Gutters are available in 

3 profiles and in 26 standard RAL colours.

Even if your project is a new build project, 

we can use either of the above processes or, 

if the project calls for a more contemporary 

style of gutter, we can ‘cut and mitre’ (welding 

together segments of machine mitred gutter 

to achieve a given radius) lengths of extruded 

or pressed aluminium gutter to create the 

curve necessary for your roof line.

‘Modern’ Aluminium gutters are available in 4 

profiles, including ‘Box’, and 26 standard RAL 

colours. It also lasts 25-40 years depending on 

the location and environment of the building 

and requires minimal maintenance.

Radius gutters and bespoke angles can be 

‘made to order’ in any profile; half round, 

box, ogee or moulded along with fittings to 

accommodate any situation. So, if your next 

project requires a bespoke solution or a radius 

gutter, get in touch.

www.rainclear.co.uk

QUICK-STEP’S PERFECT FLOORING
Today, bathrooms and kitchens are 

more than merely functional rooms. 

Our kitchen is now a communal 

space where the family gathers and 

makes plans, and our bathroom 

is a mini spa where we escape the 

hustle and bustle of everyday life.

As such, they have become a place 

to experiment with interiors in the 

home. Installing a beautiful and 

practical floor is one of the most 

basic requirements.

With Signature, Quick-Step has 

developed a laminate floor that is 

both waterproof and refined: the 

perfect choice for bathrooms and 

kitchens as well as hallways and 

living rooms.

 Deciding on a new floor is a rare 

occurrence, so homeowners want 

to make sure they get it right. 

Apart from looks, they also need 

to consider longevity and ease 

of maintenance. Quick-Step’s 

Signature Laminate offers the best 

of both worlds: as close to real wood 

as you’ll ever see and feel, but with 

the added benefit of easy cleaning 

and unparalleled performance.

What makes signature laminate 

water-resistant?

 To create a floor that is both 

refined and waterproof, our R&D 

team added three technological 

features to make Signature

laminate impenetrable to moisture:

 • A water-repellent HydroSeal 

coating keeps water from 

penetrating the joints.

• During production, the bevel 

has been meticulously pressed, 

ensuring that no moisture can seep 

through and discolour or damage 

the joints.

• A pre-stressed click system, which 

also enables easy installation.

 In addition, Signature Laminate is 

extremely hard wearing and scratch 

resistant.

www.quick-step.co.uk

UNIQUE CARRARA™ FROM COMPAC. 
LET THERE BE LIGHT
Unique Carrara™ is an exciting 

new addition to COMPAC’s 

renowned Unique Collection – a 

distinctive and elegant range 

of quartz worksurfaces whose 

designs have been inspired by the 

textures, beauty and durability 

of nature’s rivers, forests, lakes, 

mountains and landscapes.

Unique Carrara™ is a worksurface 

unique in every respect. 

Combining style and originality 

with a subtle meandering vein 

design that will light up any space 

in the home or workplace. 

Unique Carrara™ is available in 

a polished finish that intensifies 

surface colours or a glacé finish 

that provides a smooth soft 

sensation to the touch, 

Whether used as a kitchen 

or bathroom worksurface 

or for cladding a wall or a 

f loor, Unique Carrara™ will 

transform spaces in the home or 

workplace into something quite 

extraordinary. 

Unique Carrara™ part of the 

Unique Collection from COMPAC 

- truly a sign of perfection.

compac.es

42  YourBuild | Spring 2020

http://www.rainclear.co.uk
http://www.quick-step.co.uk


MONEY &
MANAGEMENT

Before any work can commence on your build, you will need to 
calculate building costs, assess your financials, and make some 

decisions on how the project is going to be managed.

Money & Management Phase 1
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T
he building and construction 

industry typically receives 

a bad rap when it comes to 

project timings and budgets. 

We often hear from frustrated 

clients who have become 

victims of bad industry practices that have 

left them out of pocket and running behind on 

schedule. In fact, our research revealed that 

some had been left with as much as 50% of their 

budgets wasted on projects that had only been 

30% completed. This was often the result of 

poor money management, inaccurate valuations 

and unacceptable project management. 

I firmly believe that these budget leaks could 

be rectified by adopting a smarter approach 

to handling the project. Here are the 5 steps I 

would recommend to help save money and time 

when embarking on a new build project. 

Obtain several quotations
You may have certain contractors who you 

routinely work with, or have been recommended 

to you, but this doesn’t mean that they’ll be best 

value, or possess the right skills and experience 

for your particular project. As a rule of thumb I 

would always recommend obtaining a minimum 

of three quotations, so that you can review and 

evaluate accordingly. 

Set an agreed plan with timelines
Once you have agreed on a supplier and a 

budget, be sure that you understand exactly 

what the price includes and the timelines 

for completion of certain elements. Ask your 

contractor to set specific milestones and dates 

for completion of these and build these into 

your contract. This will help ensure that if any 

delays occur, you have evidence of the timeline 

agreed to push back to the contractor to help 

get the project back on track. 

Pay in installments
It is a reasonable request to provide some of 

the budget upfront for materials and initial 

labour, but avoid putting up too much too soon. 

You will have less room to push for progress and 

deadlines once you’ve parted with the cash, so 

make sure there are clear payment milestones, 

so that both you and your contractor know 

where they stand at every stage. 

Employ a project manager
It can be easy to get personally attached to 

your build project and this can sometimes 

cloud your judgement when it comes to making 

rational decisions or coming to appropriate 

comprises when unexpected issues arise 

during the project. Employing a project 

manager to oversee the project helps to keep 

you sufficiently removed from the day to day 

issues. The project manager will be able to 

view the process impartially and keep all the 

wheels in motion to ensure that they don’t 

reach a deadlock due to failed discussions or 

fall behind with the programme schedule. 

Review and evaluate

Once the project is completed, ensure to 

take time to thoroughly review the process, 

considering both the good and the bad. 

Understanding where issues occurred and 

what could have been done to rectify them 

will help you to gain valuable experience and 

knowledge which you can carry through to 

your next build project. 

www.trio-thedifference.com

Instagram: @triothedifference

Money & ManagementPhase 1

Property expert Sandro Heitor, founder of  Trio, shares his top tips for keeping your build budget on track

BUDGETING
YOUR BUILD
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Money & Management | Phase 1

If you’re planning to build your own home, you will need a specialist self-build mortgage. 
Rachel Pyne, from financial experts BuildStore, discusses the details

FINANCING
YOUR BUILD

M
any of us dream of 

building our own home, 

but before you get carried 

away with the design, 

build type and materials, 

the first thing you need to 

work out is how to fund the build. 

The first and most important point to note, is 

that you won’t be able to borrow funds using a 

traditional mortgage from a high street lender, as 

there’s not a habitable property to lend against, 

so you will need a more specialist approach.

Self-Build Mortgage 
A self-build mortgage is a specialist borrowing 

solution designed for self-build, and will lend to 

purchase your plot and fund your build costs. 

It differs from a traditional mortgage because 

the money is released in stages, rather than as a 

single amount.

The stages for a self-build are generally:

1. Plot purchase

2. Foundations

3. Frame erected or wall plate level 

4. Wind & Watertight

5. 1st fix and plastering 

6. 2nd fix and completion 

BuildStore has developed two mortgage 

packages specifically for self-builders, defined by 

when funds are released during the build, either 

in arrears or advance. 

Positive cash flow is key to any successful self-

build; it’s not just about how much you can borrow 

like a traditional mortgage, but when that money 

is available to you throughout the build, to allow 

you to pay your tradespeople and suppliers - 

whether that’s monthly, weekly, or daily!

Your borrowing, unlike a traditional mortgage, 

is based on the expected end value of your new 

home rather than the current value, meaning 

you’ll have the funds to purchase the plot and 

for your building works. With these specialist 

mortgage products, you can borrow up to 85% 

of your plot and build costs in arrears and 95% 

in advance. If you already own your plot, it may 

be possible to borrow up to 100% of your build 

costs. However, just like with any mortgage, the 

amount you can borrow depends on your financial 

circumstances and how much you can afford. 

While interest rates are higher than a traditional 

mortgage, currently ranging from 3.99% to 

5.99%, all of BuildStore’s exclusive lender panel 

offer interest only during the build period, 

keeping costs low, and you only pay interest on 

the mortgage funds drawn down. When your new 

home is complete, you can switch onto one of your 

lender’s traditional mortgage deals, which will 

have a lower interest rate, saving you money.

Other borrowing options 
If you have enough equity in your current 

home or own it outright, you could remortgage 

or secure a bridging loan. Then when your new 

home is finished, you can sell your old one to pay 

off the loan. If you’re building to sell or to let, 

then you will need a development loan. 

A specialist mortgage adviser can look at your 

financial circumstances and project requirements 

to recommend and tailor a borrowing solution to 

suit you and your new home.

www.buildstore.co.uk

Instagram: @buildstoreltd

Twitter: @BuildStore

Facebook: @BuildStoreLtd
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Money & ManagementPhase 1

Katy Hardwick, Educational Course Co-ordinator at The National Self Build & Renovation Centre, 
discusses the options for managing a build project and how to source the right tradespeople for the job

PROJECT
MANAGEMENT

A
ll build projects need to be 

managed to ensure they are 

carried out properly; the 

question is, should you hire a 

professional project manager, 

or could you self project 

manage your build?

Hiring a project manager can be a good option, 

particularly if you’re a novice, as taking on a 

construction project may feel overwhelming. 

For large-scale, or particularly complex projects, 

this is often considered to be a sensible route 

as an experienced project manager can ensure 

that the project runs to time and that potentially 

costly mistakes are avoided. It won’t come as a 

surprise that this can be an expensive process, 

costing on average 10% - 15% of your build 

budget. Often, using a capable and experienced 

general builder is enough to keep projects on 

track, as they are experienced in overseeing the 

different stages of a build.

Through self project managing, and hiring 

individual trades when needed, you can save 

a considerable amount of money which could 

be used elsewhere in your project. However, 

sourcing, vetting and hiring trades can 

mean more time, and increased stress levels. 

Because of this, self project managing isn’t for 

everyone; it depends on how much time you are 

able to devote to your project and the level of 

involvement you wish to have. 

The middle-ground between hiring a project 

manager and self project managing is having 

an ‘oversight contract’ with a project manager 

which incurs a smaller fee of around 2% - 3% 

of the build cost.  This can mean peace of mind 

for first-time builders who wish to have an 

experienced professional assess the 

site regularly.

If you do choose to self project manage, the 

responsibility of hiring the individual trades lies 

with you and therefore despite being the less 

costly route, the risk is ultimately higher. There 

are a number of ways you can source the right 

tradespeople for your project:

Word of Mouth
Recommendation is key; speak to others who 

have undertaken a similar project, and if they 

hired a good builder, that builder will most likely 

be able to do a good job for you. Good builders 

take pride in the quality of their previous work 

and will be keen to showcase it. The cowboys are 

out there, but they are quickly found out so do 

your research if you want to avoid them. Good 

builders can be in high demand and you might 

need to be prepared to wait for them to become 

available. They might not be the cheapest, but 

they will invariably offer better value for money.  

Contractors’ Boards 
A contractor’s board is placed near ongoing 

work so you will be able to find information on 

the tradespeople working on the current project. 

If you like what they’ve done for someone else, 

you can phone them up. Don’t be afraid to ask 

the current client either.

Federation of Master Builders (FMB)
The FMB is a not-for-profit Trade Association, 

which offers a useful ‘Find a Builder Service’.  

You can send them your plans, and if they look 

promising, arrange to meet up for a chat. Look 

for enthusiasm for your project and how well you 

can get on with them. The FMB offer a useful 

free small-works contract if you use one of their 

members. You can check how reasonable their 

quote is by checking their price against an online 

estimating service.

Ultimately, when choosing who should manage 

your project, it very much depends on the level of 

time, cost and effort you are willing to devote to 

your project. The more you do yourself, the more 

money you will save, but it will cost you more in 

time and effort. If you do choose to take a more 

hands-on approach, be sure to do your research 

and follow up on references.

The National Self Build and Renovation Centre 

offers a one-day guide to Project Management, 

written and presented by experienced project 

managers. This Course is essential for anyone 

considering their first self build or home 

improvement project, covering everything from 

budgeting and site management through to 

health & safety, snagging and VAT reclaims.

www.nsbrc.co.uk/the-nsbrc-guide-to-project-

management
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DESIGN
METHODS

Within the design phase you will need to research your 
building regulations, decide who will be designing your 

build, and investigate suitable construction methods.

Phase 2Design Methods
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Paul Smith, Founder of online self-build platform MyPlot, explains why 
it’s important to make sure your project measures up

BUILDING
REGULATIONS

M
any of the decisions 

involved in a self-build 

project are subjective 

(location, design, materials) 

but when it comes to 

Building Regulations, the 

requirements are prescriptive and must be 

followed to the letter to avoid incurring delays 

and even penalties.

The Regulations cover a vast array of statutory 

requirements, from materials and workmanship, 

structural safety and electrical safety through to 

more obscure aspects like ventilation and toxic 

substances.

At first glance, the technical guidance 

documents are somewhat overwhelming, 

however a safe, structurally sound home, 

assessed by an independent expert, is in 

everyone’s best interests.

Delegate the management of
Building Regulations   

Your contractor should manage Building 

Regulations on your behalf; however remember 

that ultimate responsibility for getting it right 

lies with the homeowner.

Consider the most appropriate 
inspection method  

While the requirements are set in stone and 

identical for every project, there are several 

methods to secure Building Regulations 

approval. The first, and perhaps most common, 

route is via your local authority building control 

department. However, approval can also be 

sought from an approved inspector, or through 

the competent person scheme. 

Decide whether Full Plan or Building 
Notice is the route for you

Before any works begin, a decision will need 

to be made on whether to submit a “Full Plans” 

application or whether a “Building Notice” might 

be the best option for your build.

Self-builders usually opt for the “Full Plans” 

application, but both are viable options. Once 

a “Building Notice” is in place, works can 

commence prior to approval - however, the onus 

is on the builder to make sure that all work is fully 

compliant.  Conversely, a “Full Plans” application 

will see the plans and technical drawings 

inspected in detail by the building inspector, 

giving you peace of mind that the project is fully 

compliant with expected standards. 

The “Full Plans” route eliminates the possibility 

of any nasty surprises when the project is 

assessed, and certainty is most definitely 

the friend of any self-builder, there are many 

unknowns, so every effort should be made to 

control the aspects that can be managed.

Assess risk and pinpoint any gaps

Prior to the documents being submitted, your 

architect and builder will ensure that they are 

likely to be approved by the inspector. You will 

be made aware of any risky aspects that may 

cause issues - savvy self-builders should tackle 

these issues at the earliest opportunity to avoid 

expensive disputes later down the line, as well as 

unnecessary rumination over design quirks and 

features that are unlikely to pass the regulations.

Regular project inspections benefit the 
builder  

The “Full Plans” route will also see regular 

inspections throughout the course of the project 

- it may be nerve-wracking, but is best viewed as 

an additional, invaluable eye on the works, giving 

you peace of mind that your dream home is built 

soundly and safely, with no defects. Once the 

“Full Plan” is approved, it’s valid for three years. 

Negotiate costs where possible  
The cost of Building Regulations varies 

significantly; local authority fees will depend on 

the individual project and number of site visits. 

If you opt to use an independent inspector or 

competent contractor scheme, you may be able to 

negotiate the rate. 

Collect a completion certificate 
It’s incredibly exciting to see your dream home 

completed, but it’s important to remember 

to collect a completion certificate to confirm 

that your property is compliant with Building 

Regulations. You should make sure the certificate 

is received before handing over payment. 

You will not be able to obtain a completion 

certificate retrospectively, which could cause 

significant issues should you decide to sell your 

home in the future. 

www.myplot.co.uk

Twitter: @myplothq

Design MethodsPhase 2

48  YourBuild | Spring 2020

http://www.myplot.co.uk


Design Methods | Phase 2

Architects Rob Woolston and Sarah Grocock, from award winning practice 
rg+p, share their expertise on how to approach designing your home

DESIGNING
YOUR BUILD

C
ustom and self-build housing 

is a rapidly growing market, 

with more than 40,000 aspiring 

housebuilders across the UK 

registering their interest in 

building a home. The first Right 

to Build day has now passed (30th October 

2019), meaning all local authorities must 

demonstrate they have complied to deliver the 

permissioned plots to match the numbers on 

their build registers as of October 2016.

So, if you’ve registered your interest, what do 

you do next? 

As with any project, research has to be the 

starting point; talk to your local authority, find 

out what land they have available for custom 

or self-build plots and engage with them from 

the outset. Demonstrating your willingness 

to collaborate should help shorten the 

overall process and will also give you a better 

understanding of what the planning team is 

looking for and therefore what’s more likely to 

be approved.

Assuming the land is secured, you really 

need to think about what you want and be 

clear about the end result. Take time to gather 

examples of architecture you admire both 

in general and in the area you plan to live; 

use magazines, TV programmes, Instagram, 

Pinterest for inspiration; create mood boards – 

do your homework!

This will undoubtedly raise lots of questions 

and options, so appointing an architect as early 

as possible is advisable as they’ll be able to 

guide you through the process. Make sure you 

find the right architect too, as it’s likely you’ll 

be working with them for anywhere between 18 

months and two years. The RIBA website has 

an excellent and free facility called Find An 

Architect (https://www.architecture.com/find-

an-architect/), which lists qualified practices 

in your region with the relevant expertise.

Your architect will help you develop a design 

brief, taking into consideration things like 

how you live; for instance on one project 

we’re working on the entire driver for the 

design has been the family dog! Recognising 

considerations like this will ensure your 

accommodation meets your needs now and 

in the future. In our experience, most custom 

build homes are lived in for a minimum of ten 

years, so it’s worth bearing in mind how your 

needs might change. An architect will also be 

able to advise any parameters e.g. building in 

conservation or heritage areas.

There’s also a number of accessible tools and 

free apps you can use to develop your layouts; 

software like SketchUp is easy to navigate and 

files can be shared quickly and simply with 

your architect; alongside actual drawings too 

of course. These can then be used to 3D model 

your home and ensure you have a detailed 

understanding of space and movement.

One of the biggest pieces of advice we can 

give is not to rush. Design is a process and 

will evolve over a project’s lifespan so don’t 

be afraid to take your time, after all this is a 

major investment. Once you’re happy with the 

design, your architect can help you submit 

the planning application and providing you’ve 

collaborated with the planning team, this 

should take between 8-10 weeks to determine. 

Good luck!

www.rg-p.co.uk

Twitter: @rgp_ltd

Instagram: @rgp_ltd
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Considering which method of construction to use when planning your self-build project is important. 
Tom Simpkins, representative of Lift Mini Crane Hire, explores both modern and traditional methods

CONSTRUCTION
METHODS

A 
self-build home is the dream of 

any builder, architect, or even 

just those with aspirations 

for their perfect home. They 

take a lot of blood, sweat and 

tears to complete, as well as 

even more expertise and funds to boot, but 

they’re not impossible endeavours to pursue. 

But what method of construction is the best for 

self-builds?

Modern Methods of Construction (MMC)
Modern Methods of Construction (MMC) are 

quickly becoming more and more commonplace. 

2003’s ODPM Select Committee Report on 

Planning for Sustainable Communities said 

that MMC is “a step-change in the construction 

industry to produce the quantity and quality of 

housing” that the UK needs.  

Thanks to this, many traditional methods 

are beginning to embrace MMC in one way or 

another, whether it’s practising more energy-

efficient techniques or opting to use 

sustainable materials.

Natural Builds & Eco-Building
An ‘Eco-Building’ is one where a majority 

of the materials used during construction are 

either recycled or entirely natural resources. 

Examples of these include using straw instead 

of bricks and blocks, and even making use of 

recycled car tyres and glass bottles. This makes 

them incredibly eco-friendly as well as being 

surprisingly durable.

Timber Frames
Utilising timber frames provides benefits that 

traditional brick and block simply can’t, such 

as the nature of the superstructure they create. 

This structure means that your self-build home 

can adhere to open plan designs, as they don’t 

require load-bearing walls.

However, timber frames need to be almost 

entirely made off-site, which prevents the 

versatility that alternatives like brick & block 

offers. It can also be quite costly, especially if 

making use of the Tudor-style Green Oak.

Brick & Block
Perhaps the best-known and most common 

method of self-builds, brick and block builds 

consist of the combination of a brick exterior 

for a traditional look with the sturdiness of a 

concrete block interior. Many argue that brick 

and block builds are the most airtight homes, 

however, others suggest that timber frames or 

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPS) methods are 

stronger in that respect.

One of the biggest benefits of brick and block 

houses is that they can be built in instalments, 

making the process one that can be adapted and 

changed essentially on the f ly. Those dealing 

with a self-build mortgage can tackle them 

piece-by-piece, much like the building 

process itself. 

Insulated Concrete Formwork (ICF)
Not unlike Lego, Insulated Concrete Formwork 

(ICF) slots together piece by piece in the form of 

large, hollow blocks. These stack atop each other 

to create cavities within a structure, increasing 

the insulation value of it overall. ICF is relatively 

simple to construct and it a considerably speedier 

process than other, conventional methods.

However, ICF is marginally more expensive 

than brick & block, an average of 5% more 

expensive, and it can be quite hard to find 

experienced ICF builders. The slightest mistake 

at the foundation of these builds can also be 

disastrous in the long-run.

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPS)
Another incredibly common method of 

construction is the incredibly cost-effective and 

energy-efficient method known as Structural 

Insulated Panels (SIPS). SIPS provides a host of 

different benefits, including providing a sturdy, 

airtight structure, a swift two-week assembly 

process on average and a larger roof span than 

conventional methods without the need for 

additional support.

The only potential downsides for SIPS is the 

contrast of quality & durability compared to 

traditional methods such as brick & block or 

timber frames. Though SIPS materials are rather 

strong, they can’t go head to head with other, 

more stable materials.

Which Self-Build Method?
In conclusion, each self-build construction 

method has its benefits and provides distinct 

challenges, though with MMC becoming more 

and more common some of the downfalls of these 

methods are starting to become rarer. When 

considering a self-build it’s always important to 

consider which approach you wish to take; fast or 

steady, with a focus on speed or quality. 

www.liftminicranehire.co.uk

Twitter: @spidercranes
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The construction work at the beginning of your project involves 
deciding what type of foundation is required, how to build the 

foundation, and how and when to connect the services.

FOOTINGS &
FOUNDATIONS

Phase 3Footings & Foundations
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Carl Goulding, Head of Trade Quality at online find-a-tradesman service 
MyBuilder, shares insider practical advice to building foundations

BUILDING THE
FOUNDATIONS

T
he foundations of a build start 

with a fixed point and string lines 

to mark out the trenches. The 

width of the trench is dictated 

by the width of the wall, and 

the concrete should be at least 

100mm wider than the planned size of the wall – 

this dictates the bucket size of the digger. 

The most common type of foundation is “trench 

and fill”, where a trench is dug and then filled 

with concrete before the brickwork is laid on top.

The material used for good foundations is one 

that building control deem as compact enough 

to build on, such as shale. Clay and soil aren’t 

solid enough; clay shrinks and contracts, and soil 

washes away and moves. 

The depth of a dig varies depending on 

location; Building Control and architects will 

set a baseline - usually around a metre. Builders 

often price based on digging a metre deep, but 

they will need to keep going until they find shale 

or sand.

It’s important that the desired depth is met the 

first time because if parts of the trench have to 

be re-done, it can mean straddling a machine 

across the foundations, which risks collapsing 

the sides. 

Going 50-100mm past the depth where solid 

material it hit is recommended, to be sure the 

dig is into the shale. Ground is rarely f lat, and 

it’s essential that all parts of the foundations are 

level. If the bottom of the ground is to be brought 

up, a vertical step can be created and continued 

to climb in this way.

Tree roots suck moisture out of the ground, so 

Building Control will want to be sure the base 

of the foundations is far enough away from the 

shrinkage point of any tree roots. If a tree is 

killed that’s close to where the dig is happening, 

over time, the root system will rot away - this can 

cause instability and gaps in the soil, which can 

eventually lead to movement.

During a dig, it’s very likely that services like 

mains water, gas, electric, foul waste or storm 

waste, will be encountered. If the project is a 

new build, then a survey should be conducted as 

part of the planning process, so it’s clear where to 

connect to the services. If any unexpected drains 

are encountered, then digging deeper than the 

invert of the drain will avoid downward pressure.

If there is a pipe crossing the foundation, 

concrete can’t be placed directly around it because 

if the foundation moves, the pipe will be put under 

pressure and could break.  The preferred method 

to deal with this is to “shutter” pipes by wrapping 

them in some kind of wool insulation, then 

building a box to encase them. That way, if the 

foundation does move, it won’t do any damage. 

If the foundations are joining up to an existing 

building, digging below the toe of the existing 

foundation will need to be carried out; Building 

Control will want to see that the new foundation 

is not putting an unacceptable load on the 

existing foundation.

The whole idea of a foundation is to create 

something level to build on; bricklayers will 

want an even surface to work on. If, when it 

comes to concreting, the ground isn’t flat, then a 

stepped foundation will need to be incorporated 

to provide a continuous level. It is difficult to do 

but absolutely critical, and will ensure that the 

bricklayers are happy, and the walls are well built.

www.www.mybuilder.com

Twitter: @mybuilder
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Rebecca Winn, Business Development Manager at Complete Utility Solutions, discusses how to 
connect to utility services and the importance of planning this step into a self-build project

UTILITY & SERVICE
CONNECTIONS

U
ndertaking a self-build project 

is a huge task within itself, 

from finding the perfect plot, 

arranging the finances, finding 

a designer, obtaining planning 

permission, choosing a builder 

to preparing your plot – and all this before you 

even put a spade in the ground.

One of the most overlooked items within a self-

build are the new utility connections, whether 

your home will run on gas, electric and water or 

just water and electric, it is something that needs 

to be considered within the very early stages of 

any development.  

When purchasing a plot one of the first 

considerations is any existing infrastructure, 

which may need disconnecting or diverting. 

There are many ground survey companies that 

are able to determine any existing pipework or 

cables on your plot, but you will also need to 

make contact with the local network operator 

that own these. Depending on where you are in 

the country there is an application process and 

associated timescales to consider.  

We recommend having a proper ground 

survey carried out to ensure there are no 

surprises further down the line. When 

uncovering pipework or cables it is worthwhile 

photographing the pipework with a ruler to be 

able to provide evidence of the depth, they are 

laid to the network operators.

Once you have a confirmed clear site and have 

had any disconnections or diversions completed 

by the appropriate bodies, you can then think 

about your new utility connections.  Once 

again there are always going to be associated 

timescales with obtaining a quotation (usually 

6-8 weeks) and for the works to be scheduled 

in and undertaken (timescales for these 

will be dependent on factors such as traffic, 

management and surface categories, but are 

generally also in the range of 6-8 weeks).  We are 

often contacted within a few weeks of someone 

requiring a connection, as people are unaware 

of the complexities involved with installing new 

utility supplies.

Top Tips
•  Always check your site for existing pipework 

and cables, and where possible draft in a 

ground surveyor to properly confirm this.

•  If uncovering existing cables, take clear 

photographs to show the depth pipes are 

laid at, as this can be useful during your 

discussions with the networks.

•  Quotations usually take around 6-8 weeks and 

with similar timescales again for the works to 

be scheduled in.  Ensure you factor in these 

timescales to suit your build programme; 

never leave it until the last minute.

Utilities may seem like a small and unexciting 

part of your self-build, but uncovering an old 

steel gas main for example could put your build 

programme back by months or worse still make 

it a totally unviable project.

Utility connections can range from simple to 

extremely complex making it important to give 

yourself the time to cover any eventuality so you 

can enjoy your dream home when you plan to!

www.cu-solutions.co.uk

Twitter: @cu_solutions
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Stud walling, roofing, windows, external doors, and heating and 
plumbing systems are all key elements of framing your build. You 
will need to decide on the best approach for each of these areas.

FRAMING YOUR
SELF-BUILD

Framing Your Self-BuildPhase 4
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Ryan Schofield, Managing Director Thames Valley Window Company, 
discusses window and external door options for your build project

WINDOWS
AND DOORS

T
here are many things to 

consider when deciding on your 

windows and external doors 

for your building project. From 

contemporary aluminium 

and uPVC window frames, to 

composite and traditional door styles, there are 

a variety of options available to suit all property 

types. 

One of the first things you will need to consider 

before choosing your doors and windows are 

Building Regulations, as most installations 

will need to comply with modern regs.  It’s 

advisable to use a company that is registered 

with FENSA to ensure the work complies with 

building regulations, is energy efficient, and 

registered with the local council. You may also 

need to consider planning permission if your 

property is listed or is in a conservation area. If 

you’re planning on installing windows and doors 

yourself, or with a builder, then you’ll need to 

appoint the local authority building officer to 

inspect and certify the work. 

In terms of design and style, this would very much 

depend on the character of the current property or 

the design of the one you are looking to build.

uPVC windows are one of the most popular 

window frame choices, they are often a great 

affordable option, durable and non-corrosive 

and are a favoured choice by many homeowners. 

Nowadays they are available in a variety of colour 

finishes and with mechanical joints for a more 

timber-like appearance to suit all tastes and 

property types. 

For an on-trend industrial look, opt for 

aluminium windows. Lightweight and strong, 

aluminium windows generally have slimmer 

frames which maximises the glass area, allowing 

more natural light into your home, however 

thermal performance tends to be lower. 

Timber windows not only are environmentally 

sustainable, they’re extremely strong and durable 

and can be painted to any desired colour or 

stain. However, it is worth noting that wooden 

windows are often more expensive and can 

require more regular maintenance with the 

likelihood of retreating and painting over time.

There are many high-performance 

contemporary products available now too. 

Composite products of aluminium and timber 

combine to provide ultra-thermal performance 

and modern styling. These products are typically 

Tilt and Turn operation, which allows for bigger 

openings and larger glass areas.

When choosing your windows it’s important to 

consider who will be living in the property. Style 

is important but functionality and ventilation 

are also key. 

If your project is in a noisy area Triple Glazing can 

help to block out noise and create a calm, peaceful 

home to relax in. Single Glazed Windows tend to 

loose 20% heat, so opt for Double or Triple glazed 

windows, if budget allows, for better insulation, 

which will help reduce your energy bills too!  

Bi-Folding or Sliding Doors are also seemingly 

a must for any property renovation these days 

and these are typically available in uPVC, Timber 

or Aluminium as well as the Composite products.

It’s important not to overlook your front door, 

after all, it is the first thing anyone will see when 

visiting and can make a real impact to your build 

right from the start. From modern composite 

doors, to aluminium eco-friendly options, 

choose a door that not only looks great but is also 

durable, draft excluding and thermally efficient. 

www.tvwindows.com

Twitter: @TVwindows
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The design and installation of your heating and plumbing systems are a key part 
of your build, explains Jerry Whitely, Technical Manager at The Chartered 

Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineering (CIPHE)

HEATING &
PLUMBING SYSTEMS

O
ne of the most important 

aspects of your build will 

include your plumbing and 

heating systems. With safe 

drinking water and sanitation 

vital to your health, and 

heating and hot water vital to your wellbeing, 

the design and installation of these systems are 

central to your quality of life. 

Heating Systems
Dependent on your location, you may have a 

choice of gas, oil, solid fuel biomass or electric as 

your main power source. Solar panels and air source 

heat pumps are becoming increasingly common 

too. At present, mains gas is the most popular 

option, however the Government is ending the use 

of gas in new build domestic properties from 2025. 

Regardless of whether you go for traditional 

radiators or an underf loor system, it will 

need to be sized correctly, taking into account 

thermal efficiencies and the way you intend 

to occupy the space. Be realistic with your hot 

water demands, as this will have a big impact on 

your system choice too.

Getting the design correct at the beginning 

is vital for efficient use of energy and water. 

Sizing pipes, pumps and boilers is not as simple 

as using an online calculator, as they frequently 

use generic, invalidated data. 

 To stay within the law, you will need to engage 

the services of a suitably registered engineer. 

Employ a GasSafe engineer for gas, OFTEC for 

oil and HETAS for solid fuel. It’s also advisable 

to employ an engineer who holds membership of 

a professional body, such as the CIPHE.
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Plumbing Systems
You’ll need to know what the dynamic 

pressure is (low pressure or high pressure), and 

if that pressure is high enough to satisfy the top 

f loor of your dwelling.

You’ll need to follow a number of Regulations too: 

•  Thermostatic Mixing Valves (TMVs) are 

required in all new build homes and some 

change of use, such as a barn conversion.  

TMVs mix hot and cold water to reduce 

the risk of scalds and need to be serviced 

annually. Ensure you locate them carefully.

•  You will need your water company’s 

approval to install:

•  A bath larger than 230 litres

•  A pump or booster drawing more than 12 

litres per minute

•  A bidet with an ascending spray or f lexible 

hose (unless you are using a CIPHE 

Approved Contractor Person, WaterSafe, 

WIAPS, TAPS, Aplus, WaterMark or 

SNIPEF approved plumber)

For more information on notifiable works 

visit www.wras.co.uk

•  Backflow (an unwanted f low of water in the 

reverse direction) can be a serious health 

risk. Installers are required by law install 

backflow prevention devices.

•  The design of the water system must 

incorporate prevention of bacterial growth 

such as Legionella. Getting the hot and cold 

water pipe runs and water temperatures 

correct throughout is vital. 

Never mix up your foul and surface water 

systems. The foul system will take water from 

toilets, bathrooms, kitchens etc. to your local 

sewerage plant for treatment. Surface water 

systems take rainwater from roofs, gutters, 

driveway drains etc. to local watercourses 

untreated. Plumbing misconnections can cause 

serious environmental damage. 

While installing waste or soil pipes might look 

easy, they also must be the correctly sized height 

and length to ventilate as well as discharge. 

The UK is set to hit serious water shortages 

within 25 years. When it comes to taps, showers 

and appliances, install products that hold the 

Unified Water Label. These products use less 

water, save energy and save money on your bills: 

www.europeanwaterlabel.eu  

We recommend using a competent 

professional when installing either grey water 

or rainwater recycling systems, due to the 

higher risks of cross contamination. If you’re off 

grid and the water supply is a private source, 

then this requires professional scrutiny before 

you set out. 

Professional Installer vs DIY
Self-builders are required by law to abide 

by the same Regulations and controls as 

professional engineers. Everything connected 

to the water supply has to comply with statutory 

requirements. Contravention of Building 

and Water Regulations endangers the health 

of those in the property and can result in 

prosecution and substantial fines. 

Additionally, appliances installed carry a 

warranty that is only valid if a competent 

person installs and signs it off as being correctly 

installed and commissioned. We always advise 

self-builders to employ a suitably qualified 

engineer to design and install plumbing and 

heating systems.

www.ciphe.org.uk

Twitter: @CIPHE

Facebook: @CIPHE
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The finishing touches aren't just about stylish decor; you 
will need to select internal walls, external brickwork and 
rendering, soffits and gutters, as well as considering how 

to make your build as energy efficient as possible.

INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR 
FINISHING

Interior & Exterior FinishingPhase 5
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John O’Brien, Associate Director of Construction Innovation at Building Research Establishment 
(BRE), discusses the elements that contribute towards a more energy efficient home

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

I
t has been estimated that buildings are 

responsible for 40% of global carbon 

emissions. Given the ongoing climate crisis, 

the need to address this has never been 

greater. One way of doing so is by making 

your property energy efficient – in the UK, 

14% of emissions come from energy use in 

our homes, and in 2017, consumption actually 

increased. There are several ways to go about 

building an energy efficient home and the payoff 

is not only environmental but will save a lot of 

money on bills.

Energy efficiency is not just about using 

sustainable materials and building techniques 

but constructing your home in a way that cuts 

energy consumption in half over your over the 

property’s lifetime. Investment in good design, 

choosing the best fabric solutions, and installing 

an appropriately sized heating system are all 

crucial steps.

Thermal bridging
Central to energy efficiency, a thermal bridge 

occurs where the insulation of an element is 

compromised. This happens at junctions, where 

walls meet f loors or roofs, or around openings, 

doors and windows - and it’s not uncommon for a 

new build home to contain hundreds of defects.

A solution is to build parts of the home 

in a factory. With a diminishing number of 

skilled trades in the UK, modern methods of 

construction use off site solutions to control 

quality, improve tolerances and eliminate the 

energy performance gap. This type of innovation 

is often considered a risk, but sourcing and 

relying on traditional trades to deliver an energy 

efficient home is a risky option as well.  

Airtightness
Airtightness is about eliminating unwanted 

ventilation in buildings, typically draughts around 

openings and junctions, and it is crucial to get 

it right at the outset. Houses are made up of lots 

of incompatible materials so there is a need to 

interface blocks, timber, insulation and concrete, 

as well as doors and windows, and that takes a high 

degree of skill, as these may expand and contract at 

different rates once the house is heated up.

  Insulation
Insulation is critical to achieving Building 

Regulations, but also will determine the long-

term running costs of the house.  We advise 

looking for an optimal thickness level and 

ensuring that you have high quality installation, 

as any gaps will seriously affect performance.

Lightweight properties can be prone to 

overheating, in which case you should introduce 

thermal mass through a solid f loor or solid 

internal walls to help manage temperature 

extremes. The thermal mass acts as a passive 

store, so on hot summer days the building keeps 

cooler, and in the winter the thermal mass 

keeps a minimum temperature that can then 

be topped up by a few degrees to achieve the 

comfort level required.

Solar thermal and PV panels
Once you’ve built an excellently insulated and 

airtight building, heat loss can be so small that 

a traditional heating system would be oversized. 

Once this need for heating is minimised, hot 

water becomes the primary demand, so using a 

cheap and established technology such as Solar 

Thermal panels can provide hot water across 

many months of the year, significantly reducing 

costs. PV panels are not currently subsided 

through a feed-in-tariff, but integrated PV roofs 

in various finishes are available to reduce the 

overall running costs and carbon  emissions of 

the home. 

People are increasingly having a say in how 

their property is built and it’s crucial that they 

appreciate lifecycle, while having an open mind 

about offsite construction. To help builders and 

customers identify what good looks like, BRE 

has developed the Home Quality Mark, which 

covers all aspect of a home, environmental 

social and financial. To provide confidence in 

buying an off-site fabricated home, BRE has 

also developed a product standard BPS 7014 to 

provide confidence in the off-site systems and 

products being introduced. 

www.bregroup.com

Twitter: @bre_group

YourBuild | Spring 2020  59 

http://www.bregroup.com


Interior & Exterior FinishingPhase 5

Amanda Hinks-Edwards, Business Manager at Colorcoat Urban® looks at 
the performance and aesthetic credentials of a modern build system

ROOFING &
CLADDING SOLUTION

S
elf-build projects around 

the UK are turning to metal 

standing seam roofing and 

cladding as a modern building 

material that ticks all the 

boxes: durable, easy to install, 

and with an attractive, f lexible design aesthetic. 

Standing seam roofing and cladding is a 

versatile solution that can make a positive 

impact on the overall look and performance 

of a residential property. Compared to more 

traditional materials such as tile or slate, pre-

finished steel standing seam systems can be 

used on a far greater variety of roof shapes and 

designs – increasing the design possibilities. For 

example, standing seam can be used to create 

mono-pitch and saltbox style roofs, as well as 

more complex designs including clerestory, 

butterf ly and double-pitched ‘M’ shaped roofs.

The overall height of buildings can also be 

reduced as, unlike standard 40-degree pitch 

roofs, leading standing seam systems can often 

be installed on roofs with a pitch as low as 5 

degrees. This can maximise the internal space 

of a building, as a 5-degree pitch can increase 

headroom in attic rooms by as much as 44% 

compared with a traditional roof.

Standing seam systems offer self-builders the 

ideal solution for both urban and rural settings 

- pre-finished steel standing seam comes in a 

number of colours, allowing self-builders to 

choose from a selection of both traditional tones 

and striking shades to achieve their desired 

aesthetic. Colours like Winter Sky and Merlin 

offer an excellent alternative to materials such 

as zinc and the tonal matt shades integrate 

seamlessly between different facades including 

glass, brick, wood, stone and render to deliver 

effortless modern finishes.

It is also important to ensure that the chosen 

metal standing seam system can stand the 

test of time and provide a long-term solution 

supported by Third Party Accreditation and 

Guarantees. A material like pre-finished steel 

offers continued resistance to weather, colour 

fastness, full system design, plus compliance 

with current standards for wind loading and 

fire performance. 

Leading manufacturers will offer a guarantee 

on the performance of their roofing systems, 

and for further assurance, it is important to 

check that the metal standing seam system 

meets all necessary performance ratings. 

To improve the environmental impact of 

a project, it is important to check that the 

standing seam system is also certified to 

BES 6001 and ISO 14001 and has achieved a 

BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating or above. These 

accreditations and standards demonstrate that 

the materials have been sourced responsibly, 

the product is manufactured in a way that 

does not damage the environment and that the 

company itself has taken steps to reduce its 

environmental impact.

Metal standing seam systems like Colorcoat 

Urban® therefore offer a number of benefits, 

from outstanding performance to stunning 

aesthetics. 

www.colorcoaturban.com
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The outdoor areas of a build also require attention; from 
driveways and garages to entrace gates and fencing, alongside 

planting and landscaping, there is a lot to consider.

GROUNDWORK &
LANDSCAPING

Phase 6Groundwork & Landscaping
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If you are considering building a driveway or a garage for your home, Carol McCahill, 
director at Associated Garage Doors, has some key factors for you to consider

DRIVEWAYS
& GARAGES

A
dding a driveway and garage 

to an existing home or a self-

build project is a great way to 

increase the value of your home 

and make it more practical. 

As with any significant renovation, there are 

key factors that you should consider to ensure 

your project runs as smoothly as possible. Here 

are five suggestions that will help you make the 

most of your renovation. 

Planning Permission
According to the UK Homeowners Alliance, 

outbuildings such as garages are considered to 

be ‘permitted development’, therefore, you don’t 

need to obtain planning permission. In addition, 

if your garage was included as part of the original 

plans for your self-build project, you won’t need 

to obtain additional planning permission.

Similarly, you don’t need planning permission 

to build a driveway around your home, so long as 

it’s at or near ground level and it’s made of a semi-

permeable or permeable material. However, it’s 

always best to contact your Local Authority before 

beginning any significant renovations as there can 

be exceptions to these rules.

Security 
If you’re building a garage for your car and other 

significant possessions, you’ll need to make sure 

your new outbuilding is safe and secure from 

potential intruders. One of the ways that you can 

do this is by fitting a secure metal garage door. 

Metal garage doors are safer than wooden 

doors as they cannot be penetrated easily, and 

they can be fitted with anti-lift mechanisms that 

make them virtually impossible to open.

 

Costs of Materials and Labour
Arguably, the main factors to consider with 

any self-build project are the costs of materials 

and labour. 

When constructing a new driveway, the costs 

will largely depend on the materials you choose. 

Concrete driveways are commonly priced in the 

region of £30 to £50 per square metre, whereas, 

brick driveways can cost £60 to £100 per square 

metre as they’re more labour-intensive. 

Garage prices, on the other hand, can vary 

significantly depending on the size of your 

project. Generally, you can expect a basic single 

brick garage to cost at least £13,000, and adding 

features such as electric garage doors and an 

extra car space can make the cost creep up to 

£25,000-£30,000. However, it’s important 

to remember that a garage is a permanent 

structure, therefore, the prices reflect the cost of 

a renovation that will last decades. 

Detached vs Attached 
Before beginning any groundwork on your self-

build project, you’ll need to decide if you want 

your garage to be attached or detached from 

your home; both of which come with their own 

advantages and disadvantages. 

Detached garages can offer f lexibility in 

terms of space and size, however, they can be 

inconvenient to access. Alternatively, attached 

garages are easily accessible from inside the 

home, making it easier to transport shopping, 

pets and kids inside from the car. On the other 

hand, they bring added fire risks to the home, 

and they’re difficult to expand.

The Size of the Project
In the UK, there are restrictions regarding how 

big you can build a garage or outbuilding without 

needing to obtain planning permission. Your 

planned garage cannot be more than four metres 

tall and it cannot take up more than 50% of the 

land around the main property. 

On the whole, there are fewer rules when 

it comes to driveway sizes in the UK, but it’s 

always best to check your plans with your Local 

Planning Authority to make sure you’re not 

breaking any rules and regulations. 

www.associatedgaragedoors.co.uk
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Antony Reed, DuraPost® Product Manager at Birkdale, provides a simple guide 
that will help ensure you select the best fencing product for your needs

OFF THE FENCE

A
dding a fence or gate to your 

property can have a number 

of benefits. From improved 

appearance, to enhanced 

security, fitting an external 

barrier often does not require 

council approval but can add value to your home. 

For self-builders, understanding product options, 

how to get the most from your installation and 

the differences in costs, materials and methods 

on offer is essential. 

Benefits Of A Fence
There are a number of benefits associated 

with installing a fence or gate. Home security 

is improved when properties have a physical 

barrier in front of them. A number of studies 

have highlighted the effectiveness of external 

barriers as deterrents to potential thieves. As 

well as improving safety, fences and gates can 

help to improve the kerb appeal of your home 

and can help to add value if you choose to sell in 

the future.  

Do You Need Planning Permission?
The majority of fence and gate installations 

do not require planning permission. Under 

Permitted Development, self-builders can erect, 

construct, maintain, improve and alter a gate, 

fence or wall as long as it meets the following 

criteria:

• The height does not exceed 1m when adjacent 

to a highway

• The height does not exceed 2m in any other 

circumstance 

• The development is not taking place on a 

listed property

Material Choice
If you have decided to build a fence or gate, 

then it is important to understand what material 

to use. Wood options like cedar and timber are 

popular choices for both fence panels and posts. 

Both materials are aesthetically pleasing, long-

lasting but will rot over time. As such, fences and 

gates manufactured from these materials will 

require semi-regular maintenance that involves 

specialist treatment chemicals. 

Concrete is another common fence post 

material. However, as a very heavy product, 

concrete fence posts can be difficult to install, 

as well as being aesthetically an unappealing 

choice. In addition, the production of concrete is 

very bad for the environment and impossible to 

recycle at the end of its usable life. 

A modern option is steel, which offers the 

strength and durability of concrete with a more 

aesthetic and recyclable appeal. Galvanised steel 

fence post systems offer excellent strength-to-

weight ratio allowing them to withstand harsh 

winds and wet weather, having been wind tested 

to industry standards. Unlike wood, steel does 

not rot or warp from age and does not require 

regular treatment. The easy-to-install, durable 

material is available in a number of colours and 

will fit into any existing design plans.  

What’s The Cost?
Estimating the cost of a fence or gate can be 

difficult as there are a number of variables; 

a general cost guide is between £20-£80 per 

panel. However, the biggest cost associated with 

installing a fence or gate is normally labour. 

Depending on where you live, labour costs can 

amount to £100 per panel. Therefore, look to 

use lightweight materials, like galvanised steel, 

which require less time to install. Galvanised 

steel is up to 80% lighter than other materials, 

making it easier for fencing contractors or trade 

professionals to transport and install. Many 

galvanised steel solutions can be installed by one 

person, dramatically reducing labour costs or 

allowing for an easy self-build installation. 

www.durapost.co.uk.
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When it comes to designing and building your garden, there are several options to consider.
Phil Tremayne, General Manager at Association of Professional Landscapers, discusses the details

LANDSCAPE
& PLANTING

T
here is no doubt that a well 

designed and professionally 

built garden will not only add 

desirability and potential kerb 

appeal to your property, but it can 

also add significant value too. 

Looking at a blank canvas of soil, rubble or turf 

with a few mature plants at the rear or front of 

your home can be a daunting prospect. However, 

it could also be an established but tired garden 

with decaying decking and cracked paving; 

established gardens in some ways are even more 

difficult to work around. 

Here we explore three landscaping options and 

offer the pros and cons for each.

Option 1 - Design and Build Yourself
The difficulty of designing and building a 

garden yourself depends greatly on your own 

abilities. If you have a f lare for design, knowledge 

of drainage, are competent in construction, and 

have an understanding of soils, then this would 

be a smart option.

The starting point for this, and all the options, 

is to set a budget. There are no hard and fast 

rules or equations to working this out, as it 

depends on what you want and what sort of 

specification you are willing to work to. You can 

look at sites like the Association of Professional 

Landscapers (APL) (www.landscaper.org.uk) or 

Houzz and Pinterest to get some inspiration on 

designs and materials; this will then help you 

start to build up the budget. 

If you intend to do hard landscape construction, 

make sure you have a full understanding of 

subbases, mortars and grouts, and that you have the 

correct falls and methods of drainage. Drainage is 

especially important on front garden hard surfaces, 

where SUDs regulations are enforced. There is 

some good info on this at www.susdrain.org. 

If you are intending on putting in fencing, 

make sure you check with the planning authority 

on the planning portal. Usually a rear fence must 

not exceed 2m high, a front is set at 1m. There 

are some regulations also to look out for when 

raising decks or patios. Generally, if you are 

raising these above 600mm you will need to seek 

planning permission. Again, this information is 

all easily accessible on the planning portal, so do 

your homework first. 

The pro of doing it yourself is that it’s cost-

effective, and the con is that landscaping is 

a very specialist and quite often understated 

profession. There is a lot that goes in to designing 

and building a garden and an enormous amount 

of things that can go wrong, some of which can 

be costly. So, proceed with caution and perhaps 

don’t be too ambitious.

Option 2 - The Design and Build 
Landscaper

Choosing to work with a landscaper is most 

likely to be a popular option. A good design and 

build company will provide you with concepts 

and ideas that will match your brief. They 

should also be able to fully explain the build, the 

materials they will use and the process. They 

will be able to advise on drainage requirements, 

planning, and SUDs, taking all that worry away 

from you. They will also take care of, and be 

compliant with, all CDM regulations. 

If you do decide to go down this route, 

remember a good landscaper can be working 

on lead times of up to 6 months, so start your 

journey as early as possible, and be clear on your 

brief and your budget. The pro is obvious: the 

work will be carried out by professionals who 

will take the stress and the liability of the project 

away from you; and the con is the cost.

Option 3 - The Garden Designer
Using a garden designer has many pros; they 

will have a real f lair for design and the ability 

to understand the brief. Designers have a great 

knowledge of products and usually excellent 

plant knowledge. Designers will also help 

manage the project from start to finish, they 

will deal with the preferred contractors and also 

ensure all compliances are adhered to. Design 

and build companies tend to stick with what 

they know, where as a designer will be willing to 

push boundaries. The major con for engaging a 

designer is purely another added cost.

So, there are three options in brief to obtaining 

a landscaped garden. Something to note is that 

if you are using option 1 or 2, then ensure the 

companies you use are vetted. Associations 

like APL independently vet and inspect all its 

members on a regular basis ensuring that you will 

be using fully insured and competent landscapers 

and designers to build your dream garden.

www.landscaper.org.uk

Twitter: @the_apl

© TBC
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GET
INSPIRED
We share with you our favourite 

Instagramers of the month. 
A selection of aesthetically pleasing 
feeds we think you should follow!

TO BE FEATUREDHASHTAG 
#YOURBUILD AND FOLLOW  

@YOURBUILDUK

Innovative architectural practice sharing 
thoughtful projects at varying scales and stages

@reesarchitects

A beautiful array of kitchen projects that 
showcases a fresh approach to design

@pluckldn

Gorgeous interior details from a completed 
self-build, home to a family of seven

@happyharrishousebuild

Follow Reena as she documents her build 
project and shares her cosy interior inspiration

@hygge_for_home

Join Greg and his hammer as they tackle the 
renovation of a ginormous Georgian house

@manwithahammer

Be inspired by an array of light-filled 
spaces and beautiful projects

@thamesvalleywindowcompany

Award-winning interior blogger who 
always has a revamp project on the go!

Sustainable Architecture and Interior Design practice 
🌿providing global expertise in biophilic design

@oliverheathdesign

WHO TO FOLLOW

@_lisa_dawson_

Social Accounts | Get Connected
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FLEXEL INTERNATIONAL LTD 
Telford Road, Glenrothes KY7 4NX 
Tel: 01592 760 928 
Email: enquiries@flexel.co.uk 
Web: www.flexel.co.uk 
 
Flexel is one of the leading 
manufacturers of electric underfloor 
heating systems for domestic and 
commercial environments. Products 
are designed for easy installation and 
can be installed on most subfloors. 
Flexel underfloor heating products can 
be installed under all floor coverings, 
including tiles, carpet, laminate, vinyl 
and wood.

UFHN LTD.
Mercury House, Fernside Park, 
Johnson Road, Ferndown Industrial 
Estate, Dorset, BH21 7SE
Tel: 01202 894976 
Email: info@ufhn.co.uk 
Web: www.ufhn.co.uk 
Your award-winning underfloor 
heating partner. Providing bespoke 
CAD design, supply and optional 
installation from our directly 
employed CSCS qualified installers. 
The team at UFHN will deliver you 
with the most cost-effective, best-
performing underfloor heating & 
control solution for any type of 
construction, compatible with 
virtually all types of floor covering.

UPONOR UK 
The Pavilion, Blackmoor Lane, 
Watford, WD18 8GA 
Tel: 01923 927000 
Email: domesticproducts@uponor.com 
Web: www.uponor.co.uk

Uponor UK are a leading provider of 
plumbing and underfloor heating 
products, which are suitable for new 
build and renovations. The products 
are widely available from nationwide 
merchants and they offer a full design 
and estimation service to assist you 
with turning your project plans into 
reality.

Underfloor Heating

HOMEBUILDING & 
RENOVATING SHOW
Tel: 0121 728 9819
Homebuildingsupport@
blueberryms.co.uk
www.homebuildingshow.co.uk

If you’re planning to extend, remodel 
the internal layout or create a 
brilliant new kitchen, a visit to the 
Homebuilding & Renovating Show 
is a must.
Now with 8 shows across the 
country, you are never too far away 
from a Homebuilding & Renovating 
Show. Get 2 free tickets from 
homebuildingshow.co.uk/yourbuild 

Show

KLOEBER UK LTD
St. Margarets Way
Huntingdon
Cambridgeshire PE29 6EU
Tel: 01487 740044 
Fax: 01487 740404  
Email: info@kloeber.co.uk 
Web: www.kloeber.co.uk 
Kloeber is a market leader providing 
bespoke glazing solutions in timber, 
aluminium and alu-clad. The full 
range of products includes bifold, 
sliding and French doors, traditional 
and contemporary entrance doors 
including the award winning 
FunkyFront door as well as a wide 
selection of window options, 
rooflights and fixed glazed elements

Windows and Doors

AGGREGATE INDUSTRIES LTD 
North End, Ashton Keynes,  
Wiltshire, SN6 6QX
Tel: 01285646900 
building.products@aggregate.com     
www.aggregate.com

The Bradstone range of walling and 
roofing combines the look and feel 
of traditional natural stone with 
the high performance, long life 
and low maintenance qualities of 
modern materials. Suitable for new 
builds and renovation projects, each 
range is carefully designed to make 
detailing and construction as simple 
as possible.

Structural Build

XL JOINERY
Holden Ing Way, Birstall, Batley, 
WF17 9AD
Tel: 0845 230 3300
Email: enquiries@xljoinery.co.uk
Web: www.xljoinery.co.uk

We’ve been in the door business for 
over 25 years, working with wood to 
transform rooms and spaces. Our 
reputation is built on quality and 
innovation, mixing time-honoured 
techniques with the latest technology 
to provide stunning styles, innovative 
products, and bespoke services.

Building Services

GLATTHAAR-FERTIGKELLER LTD
1 Braeside, Addlestone 
Surrey KT15 2BJ
Tel: +44 (0)1932 344 454
info@glatthaar.co.uk
www.glatthaar.co.uk 
Long gone are the days when lower 
floor living meant a dark, damp 
cellar. For over 39 years Glatthaar-
Fertigkeller has specialised in all 
aspects of basement construction 
including design, calculations, off-
site manufacturing, on-site building 
and many other additional services. 
Glatthaar is the only company that can 
offer an Insurance Backed Warranty 
against Water Ingress in addition to 
our company warranty.

Basement Construction

Storage

BENFIELD ATT
Caldicot, NP26 5PR
Tel: 01291 437 050 
Email:info@BenfieldATT.uk  
Web: www.BenfieldATT.uk

Benfield ATT design and deliver 
green buildings nationwide.
Sustainable and Energy Efficient:
- Custom Homes, Car Barns, Porch
- Studios, Annexes, Trusses
- SIPs, Timber Frame, Post+ Beam
- Green Oak, Douglas Fir, Glulam
- 3D Design, Engineer, Fabricate
- One Stop Design, Build, Supply

UK's 1st Amphibious House, Grand Designs

BALLERINA-KÜCHEN GMBH 
Tel: 07969027520
Email: info@ballerina.de 
Web: www.ballerina-kitchens.eu
Ballerina believes in quality. They 
make kitchen dreams come true 
through high quality equipment at 
attractive prices. Ballerina kitchens 
are the way people want them. 
Personal taste is decisive - not just 
when cooking, but as early as when 
planning the kitchen design and 
layout. It has never been as easy to 
realise individual ideas and visions 
of aesthetics and functionality as it 
is with Ballerina-Küchen. They take 
great pleasure in the new, in the 
unique, in the unseen design.

Kitchens

A & W MOORE WINE RACKS
A & W Moore, 
Merlin Way, 
Ilkeston DE7 4RA
Tel: 0115 9441434  
Email:  
information@wineracks.co.uk 
Web: www.wineracks.co.uk

A & W MOORE Wine Racks 
manufacture the largest range of 
wine storage solutions in the UK. 
We produce tailor-made storage 
units for any space.

DRUGASAR LTD.
Deans Road, Swinton,
Manchester, M27 0JH
Tel: 0161 793 8700 
Email: info@drufire.co.uk 
Web: www.drufire.com

DRU produces gas fires and wood 
stoves that combine contemporary 
design with the latest fireplace 
technology. They are available 
from specialist fireplace retailers 
throughout the UK. DRU fires and 
stoves are all Ecodesign ready, with 
low emissions and high energy 
efficiency and can be installed with 
or without a chimney.

Stoves and Fires
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DISCOUNT Est 1989

•     Top Brands     •     Big Discounts     •     Nationwide Delivery     •y

Trade 
& Retail

01691 670394     www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk

Supply Only or Supply and Installation  
Suppliers of: Hormann, Garador, Ryterna, 
Cardale, Carteck, Wessex, Cedar Door, 
Woodrite, Aluroll, Gliderol, Alutech, Fort
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We specialise in a wide range of projects including:

Visit: www.selfbuild�oors.co.uk

Email: info@selfbuild�oors.co.uk

Phone: 0114 231 5937

•  Self Builds
•  New Builds
•  Renovation Projects

•  Barn Conversions
•  Extensions
•  Basement Conversions
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Donna Jenkins on 
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COPPER
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Online ordering -  
pay securely by 
credit card or PayPal

Next day delivery on 
a huge choice of  
stocked items

Take-off service, 
quotes and  
technical advice

Unrivalled  
customer service

0800 644 44 26    www.rainclear.co.uk

THE HOME OF 
METAL GUTTERING

HIGH QUALITY
LONG LASTING
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BuildStore is the UK’s leading mortgage brokerage 
specialising in mortgages and finance, designed specifically 
for homebuilding projects.

If you’re looking to self or custom build, renovate or convert 
a property, or even carry out some home improvements, 
BuildStore has a range of EXCLUSIVE mortgages, developed 
to suit the specific needs of homebuilding projects.

We’ve helped more than 25,000 people successfully build 
their own homes. Or, to put it another way, we could now 
fill a medium-sized town with BuildStore projects.

Our dedicated support team is with you throughout 
your mortgage application, during the build and beyond - 
offering support and guidance, and dealing with any issues 
that may arise to ensure a smooth and stress-free project. 
Peace of mind, guaranteed.

GET IN TOUCH
BuildStore’s specialist advisers can recommend 
and tailor a mortgage to suit your individual needs. 
Call our experts now on 0345 223 4888.

WHY BUILDSTORE
 Borrow up to 95% of your plot and build costs
 Stay in your current home until you have finished 

your new one
 Guaranteed stage payments available based on 

your build costs
 Advance or arrears stage payments
 Tailored cashflow to suit your individual 

circumstances and build
 40+ exclusive products from 17 lenders
 Interest only during the build
 Competitive interest rates
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LET BUILDSTORE’S SPECIALIST MORTGAGE 
ADVISERS MAKE YOUR DREAM HOME A REALITY

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.
For self and custom build mortgages, we charge a fee of £295. £95 is payable on application and £200 on offer. For all other mortgages 
a separate fee policy applies.
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